
Psalm 52 

 Today’s text provides a wonderful contrast between the evil and the righteous. Biblically 

speaking, there are two groups of people who inhabit this planet: those who are evil (in light of 

their natural, wicked hearts) and those who have been saved (having their hearts transformed and 

therefore covered in Christ’s righteousness and capable of obedient faith). Today’s passage is quite 

straightforward in the different outcomes these two groups of people experience. 

1. The boastful wicked 

a. David’s Psalm deals with a situation in which he is being mocked by evildoers 

b. They are guilty of “boasting” “lying” and words that “devour” 

i. All of their words betray their hearts (a biblical truth see Luke 6:45) 

c. At this point, it seems as if these men are not paying in the slightest for their 

arrogant opposition to God and His people 

i. This theme should be familiar to us by now as it runs through so many of the 

Psalms 

ii. There is a tension in this life as it relates to evil and its consequences 

1. The truth is that evil folks do seem to flourish at times and this 

success can make it seem as if there will be no consequences for 

their transgressions 

d. Nevertheless, judgment is coming 

i. David speaks to his enemies saying that God will “break you down forever”  

ii. It is only a matter of time before the enemy is totally destroyed by the God 

that is currently being mocked 

2. The trusting righteous 

a. It is interesting to note that David does not claim to formulate any response to his 

enemy’s words or actions 

b. There is no stated intention to respond in kind… which is instructive in and of itself 

i. So often, we are tempted to take justice into our own hands  

1. We like to return fire (literal or verbal!) 

2. We like to think that we are God’s instruments of judgment 

ii. Neither of those ideas are true! Instead, we must realize that our job is to 

“trust in the steadfast love of God” 

c. God’s character demands payment for such unruly, rebellious actions and His power 

guarantees that He will not be mocked forever! 

d. Instead, David claims that he is like a “green olive tree” in the house of God… what 

does this mean?  

i. The phrase brings with it the picture of fruitfulness and vitality 

1. He is bearing fruit as the Lord blesses him, even in spite of the enemy 

a. Have you ever considered how gracious God is to the faithful 

and how abundant our blessing can be even while the world 

actively opposes us? 



b. This is a helpful thought for some of us… sometimes we need 

to simply focus on what God has done in the midst of the 

world’s best advances! 

2. Second, David is living a vibrant life 

a. He is full of vigor and vitality, something that his enemies 

despise even as it unfolds 

b. Its as if the Lord blesses more even when his enemies grow 

louder and in number 

e. The larger truth is that David believes that he will be vindicated, and that God will 

prevail and this is what gives him confidence in the midst of the mockery 

f. Do you believe the same thing? 

i. If so, you will trust in the faithful, never-ending, steadfast love of our great 

God 

ii. You will wait for Him to exercise judgment 

iii. Finally, you will fixate on the blessing of being in God’s presence as a 

blessing and privilege the evil cannot duplicate nor fathom 


