
Psalm 50 

 Today’s Psalm was written as a hymn, to be sung, as a reminder of how to live faithfully 

within God’s covenant people. It has several themes and truths within its 20 plus verses but I want 

to focus on two components of faithful living that translate from the old covenant to the new 

beautifully. As we study this Psalm we see that God desires men and women who worship Him truly 

(with glad hearts) and who interact with others righteously. 

1. True believers are to worship God with Thanksgiving 

a. You will notice the contrast between verses 7-11 and 14 & 23 

i. In the first set of verses, God makes it quite clear that He does not 

“need” their sacrifices 

ii. He is not seeking worship or divine offerings out of want, He owns all 

they would give Him anyway! 

iii. The point of worship is not to ascribe to God glory by giving Him material 

things He does not have, worship (both old and new covenant) is meant 

to give God glory through a thankful heart which renders obedience 

b. God is not after Israel’s bulls, He is after their hearts 

c. True worship is guided by overwhelming adoration and thanksgiving both for 

who God is and what He has done 

i. This means we can go through the motions of worship without pleasing 

God 

ii. In Isaiah, God rebukes the people for following the letter of His law 

regarding worship while allowing their hearts to stray from Him (Isaiah 

29:13) and Jesus repeats this word of correction in Matthew 15 

d. The point is that God is always concerned with our hearts in worship 

i. How many of you are just going through the motions? 

ii. Have you stopped to consider the love and faithfulness of God lately or is 

your mind in a million different places when you worship the Lord 

1. We can all fall into the trap of repeating the lyrics of the song, 

praying mindlessly, thumbing through the Scriptures without 

thinking about them and the like if we are not careful 

2. Psalm 50 reminds us that God does not desire rote obedience, 

He is after worship that springs forth from a thankful heart 

2. Second, true believers are to worship God through God-honoring interactions with 

others 

a. We mentioned in the sermon last week that the law can be broadly grouped into 

two categories: instructions regarding our relationship with God and instructions 

regarding our relationship with others 

b. We see in this text that God rebukes people for deceiving and slandering others 

c. The familial language here (“speak against your brother”) leads most to believe 

that God is dealing, specifically, with the covenant people of Israel 



i. This would make sense in light of the fact that His rebuke regarding their 

worship was most certainly underneath the auspice of Old Covenant 

worship 

d. The point then is that the kind of lifestyle that God expects, within His covenant 

people, is a lifestyle of love for Him and concern for the well-being of others 

e. There is no disconnect between our daily lifestyle and our worship 

i. Far be it from us to think that we can live however we want as long as 

we worship the Lord during appointed times 

ii. No, God makes it clear that the one who “orders his way rightly” (v. 23), 

a phrase that means lives a lifestyle of obedience to God’s precepts, is 

the one who has his worship accepted 

f. Are you living in accordance with this command? 

i. Do you treat your brothers well? Are you guilty of gossip or deceit? If so, 

it is time to repent for the Lord is gracious, but He will not be mocked or 

deceived  

ii. He desires worship but only worship that comes from a thankful and 

obedient heart 


