
Psalm 49 

 Psalm 49 is wisdom literature in its most pure, and finest, form! It is written in order to 

address the frustration that many of the “righteous” (redeemed, believers) feel when they look out 

over the rampant injustice and corruption of the world which seems to lead to success. It is so 

tempting to look at the momentary prosperity of evil in this world and wonder, “isn’t God supposed 

to be just? And isn’t He supposed to reward those who are truly living obedient, God-honoring 

lives?”  

 The answer to the question provides us with an important perspective and a reminder that 

this momentary situation pales in comparison to eternity. 

1. Truth #1: Death will overtake all men 

a. Verses 5-12 are very important as we work to cultivate a true, biblical perspective 

b. While evil men work to gain prestige, power and wealth, the godly individual 

realizes that none of those things will be adequate to redeem him from eternal 

torment 

c. Sometimes the problem that you and I encounter is rooted in our misidentifying the 

source of true success and joy 

i. If we think that the hallmark of God’s blessing, or even the source of life’s 

greatest fulfillment is found in what the world sacrifices and strives to 

achieve, then we will be miserable 

d. However, the point of the Psalm is very simple, those things will fade away for all of 

us and none of them will be sufficient to take care of our eternal standing 

i. It is with this eternal destination in mind that the world can make more 

sense 

ii. Far from being evidence of God’s blessing or impotence, His allowance of 

men and women to pursue things that only momentarily satisfy is not 

evidence of His blessing or indifference… it is actually the proof of His 

judgment  

1. It is God’s judgment that the wicked are momentarily affirmed in 

their unrighteousness 

2. It is God’s judgment that mankind will be allowed to continue to 

pursue temporal trinkets over eternal treasures 

3. It is God’s judgment that man would be allowed to exalt himself 

instead of working to glorify God in all things… the true reason for 

our existence and fulfilling purpose of our lives 

e. These things are true both in the moment and, most importantly, eternally 

i. You see, if there were no death, no eternal torment and, most importantly, 

no heavenly reward then the relative prosperity of the wicked would make 

no sense BUT because there is death and eternity on the other side, then the 

momentary blessings are nothing in comparison to the eternal treasure that 

God alone offers  

2. Truth #2: The consequences and blessings of a life will be given after death 



a. Sometimes, we like to speed up the game 

b. We want justice, mercy, blessing and we want it NOW… but this isn’t how the 

Psalmist thinks at all 

c. Instead, he reminds us that the glory the unrighteous seek and the earthly treasure 

they pursue will not follow them into the eternal 

i. It is in the moment of death, a moment of no return, that true justice is 

given 

ii. Those who have pursued righteousness will be rewarded for all time and 

those who have rejected God will be punished 

iii. This is the “finish” line of life and it is what gives us both courage and 

conviction to continue to live faithfully even as the unrighteous seem to 

prosper 


