
Psalm 48 

 Our Psalm for the week is a Psalm of praise, written in response to God’s protection of Israel 

against her enemies. We don’t know the exact historic context, but we do know that the Lord saw fit to 

shield His people from the onslaught of her foes and this led to the composition of our text for the day. 

Many of the same themes abound in this passage, we continue to read of God’s overcoming the nations 

and kings that war against Him and we continue to see the theme of God’s steadfast love resulting in the 

praise of His people.  

 There are many themes we could continue to study, but I’d like to take some time today to talk 

about the importance of our memories in worship. 

1. The last portion of the Psalm includes an exhortation to the audience 

a. It is an interesting piece in that the Psalm is written to be sung but, in the singing, the 

congregation speaks to one another! 

b. You see it quite clearly in verse 12 as the Psalm implores the audience (which is each 

other) to “walk about Zion, go around her…” 

c. It is as if God is imploring His people, through His people, to remember Him by virtue of 

their experience 

d. The Psalm is exhortation is broken down into two components: 

2. First, we have the physical components 

a. You will notice that the exhortation begins with a plea to see and savor the physical 

evidence of God’s protection 

b. They are to: 

i. “go around her” (a phrase imploring them to explore)… the point is that there 

was still a city to “go around” which means God was faithful to preserve His city 

and His people 

ii. Number the towers of Jerusalem… because the fact that they were still standing 

was evidence of God’s protection! 

iii. Go through her citadels… because they continued to provide protection, proving 

that they were not overwhelmed 

c. There is a very important truth here, the physical reminders we have of God’s provision 

should not be discounted in our worship 

i. These landmarks were to be instrumental in reminding the people that God was 

faithful! 

ii. They weren’t simply structures, they were testaments of God’s protection and, 

when used properly, they led the people of God to worship 

iii. Do you have such physical landmarks in your own life? 

1. They could be homes that represent the Lord’s faithfulness in providing 

for your shelter 

2. People, whose very breathing bodies are reminders that God protects 

His people 

3. Physical places that house memories of God’s activity in your life, which 

took place in that very location 

iv. We sometimes have a tendency to separate the physical from the spiritual but 

the Psalm reminds us that God is the King of both! Therefore, allow the things in 



life that He has provided and the places He has worked to be reasons for your 

praise 

3. Second, you have the spiritual responsibility 

a. It is very clear that God’s desire is for His work of protection to be lauded from one 

generation to the next 

b. You see in verse 13 that the reason for their remembering His work in the physical city is 

so that they would “tell the next generation” 

c. This is a theme in the Scriptures 

d. God is constantly concerned with His people passing down the faith, and His redemptive 

acts in history which undergird our convictions, to those who come after 

i. The people were to tell the next generations of God’s protection at the Red Sea, 

they were to make known the things they had seen in the Exodus to the next 

generation (Deuteronomy 4:9) 

ii. They were to teach the things they had learned to their children (Deuteronomy 

11:19) 

iii. Parents are to tell their children about the faithfulness of God (Isaiah 38:19) 

iv. Also see: Psalm 78:4; 145:4; Deuteronomy 4:10 

e. The point is quite clear, God expects each generation to tell of His wondrous deeds and 

His character to the next 

f. We do so in a variety of ways, including the physical reminders that He has provided 

which illustrate His goodness and provision 

4. These reminders formed more evidence to sing the final line of the Psalm which says “Our God 

forever and ever. He will guide us forever” 

a. How could someone sing that? Well, in part, because they stood in a city which proved 

that He would deliver them! 

5. What are some of the reminders of God’s faithfulness in your life? 

a. For some of you, the fact that your body still has breath is a physical reminder of God’s 

goodness. Perhaps the doctors told you that you weren’t going to make it, the accident 

you suffered shouldn’t have allowed you to survive, the threat you encountered should 

have killed you… but you’re still here! 

i. As you live and move and breathe, consider the breath in your lungs, the 

strength in your limbs and praise God and tell the next generation of His mighty 

deeds 

b. For others of you, the job He has provided, the house you live in, the family that you 

enjoy all serve as physical reminders that God is good and they should lead you to 

worship! 

c. May we not take those physical realities for granted, instead may they have the same 

effect on us as the standing city of Jerusalem had on Israel  


