
Psalm 47 

 The theme of God’s Sovereign standing over all creation continues in our Psalm for the 

week. In many ways, Psalm 47 is the logical conclusion to Psalm 46. In light of all that is true about 

God in the previous Psalm, it only makes sense for there to be an exhortation to praise this God 

immediately after! Today’s text breaks down nicely into three sections, let us study each of them 

together: 

1. God is to be feared 

a. The term needs to be understood if it is rightly applied 

i. The fact is that when we think of the word “fear” we almost always do so in 

a negative connotation 

ii. People fear: snakes, spiders, tornadoes and serial killers 

iii. This is not the way that the term is meant to be understood 

b. Martin Luther helps us immensely here as he makes a distinction between two types 

of fear: 

i. First, there is what he called “servile” fear 

1. Luther defined servile fear as the kind of fear that a tortured prisoner 

would have of his torturer 

2. It leads to the kind of anxiety that comes when someone is fearful 

because of the clear and present danger that is represented by 

another person  

ii. Second, there is “filial” fear 

1. The term is drawn from the Latin term for “family” 

2. It refers to the fear that a child has for his father 

3. This would be the kind of thing that happens when a child has 

“tremendous respect for his father or mother and has an immense 

desire to please them.”  

4. R.C. Sproul writes about this kind of fear saying: “He has a fear or an 

anxiety of offending the one he loves, not because he’s afraid of 

torture or even of punishment, but rather because he’s afraid of 

displeasing the one who is, in that child’s world, the source of 

security and love” 

c. It is the filial fear that the Psalmist has in mind here and that is clear based on the 

context 

i. The desired audience of the Psalm are God’s people, who are to sing praises 

to his name 

ii. We fear God because He is worthy of our respect, we fear God because He is 

our authority, we fear God because He is the object of our foremost love and 

adoration causing us to desire to please Him  

2. Second, God is to be praised 

a. The reason for our praise of God is bound up in this Psalm and the last  



b. To be clear, Psalm 46 and 47 don’t provide an exhaustive list of reasons for our 

praise but they are in view  

i. God is to be praised because he is our refuge and strength and present in 

our time of difficulty 

ii. God is to be praised because he overcomes all of his enemies 

iii. God is to be praised because He is faithful 

iv. God is to be praised because He is King over all 

v. God is to be praised because He chose us 

vi. God is to be praised because He is the King of all the earth who reigns over 

all nations 

3. Third, is exalted over all nations 

a. The last portion of the Psalm reminds us of God’s ultimate triumph over absolutely 

anything or anyone who would oppose Him 

b. There is no enemy that God cannot, and will not, overcome 

c. There is no potential threat that is cause for concern for our great God 

d. He is exalted currently and He will be exalted forever in the presence of His disciples 

and in the sight of His enemies! 


