
Psalm 117 
 Welcome back to our study of the book of Psalms! As we have learned, the Psalms are 
varied in many respects, nevertheless there are clear, repeated themes throughout this large 
book of the Bible. Interestingly enough, today’s Psalm demonstrates both the unique nature of 
each Psalm AND the commonalities that many chapters share. This Psalm is noticeably unique 
due to its brevity. Psalm 117 is just a few short verses, nevertheless, the theme of praising God 
is one of the most repeated and familiar assertions in the entire book. Today, we will be 
reminded that God deserves, and demands, praises. 

1. The universal nature of the Psalm 
a. Any good Bible student will affirm that one of the very first considerations we 

must give in reading the Scripture is the intended audience 
b. Typically, the audience is specified and, generally, the qualifications given narrow 

down the group being addressed 
c. Today’s Psalm clearly articulates who is being addressed but the group is 

universal in nature! 
d. The command is clear, “praise the Lord” and the intended audience is “all 

nations” 
e. Here we have a glimpse of God’s universal plan in redemption 

i. By universal, we do not mean that God planned in eternity past to save 
every individual soul, instead we mean that God has set out to redeem 
people from every tribe tongue and nation 

f. Additionally, we must be reminded that whether a people group praises God or 
not is inconsequential to their responsibility 

i. Many nations and civilizations have largely neglected God… but they 
shouldn’t! 

ii. Instead, absolutely every person, indeed everything that has breath, 
should praise the Lord! 

2. Reasons to praise God 
a. We are given at least two motivations to praise 
b. To be clear, this is not intended to be an exhaustive list… in fact the reasons for 

praising God are incredibly numerous! 
c. Nevertheless, there are two reasons here that merit our worship 
d. First, we praise God because His love is steadfast 

i. The term steadfast means enduring, committed, unending 
ii. Our great God loves us steadfastly 

1. His love is unconditional 
2. His love is enduring, in fact it is eternal in nature 
3. His love is proven by the fact that we have life, and knowledge of 

Him 
4. His love is most clearly seen in Jesus who died to redeem people 

from all over the world 
5. In fact, the very presence of Christ is God’s ultimate 

demonstration of His love for the world (see John 3:16) 
e. Second, we praise God because He is faithful 



i. How do we know that God will steadfastly love us? Because of His 
faithfulness (amongst other things) 

ii. Our God is faithful to do all that He promises 
iii. Our God is faithful to us even when we are unfaithful to Him 
iv. Our God is faithful in the seasons of prosperity and in the seasons of trial 
v. In any moment, any circumstance and any emotional state, we can rest in 

knowing that while we may waiver, God remains the same! 
f. These character traits, or attributes, of God are a marvelous prompt to praise 
g. May we praise Him today! 


