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Pastor’s Corner
Dear Smyrna Family,
This entry will be devoted to
an exciting opportunity that
will be afforded us on Friday
May 19th and Saturday morning May 20th. The title of the
event is “Battle Ready Finances”. I can hardly wait as I
am excited about each of us
learning how to manage our
resources in a godly manner
with the Kingdom in focus.
One of the goals will be to
teach us how to think biblically in regards to our resources.
This will include lessons on
“Steps to Financial Freedom.”
Who doesn’t want that? In
order to finally get to that
wonderful place of financial
freedom, we must first learn
to plan out spending and to
do so as stewards of the Lord
Jesus.
Financial freedom isn’t just
about spending though. We
will be taught how to make
informed investment decisions while maximizing the
benefits of planning for retirement (young folks start now)
through a retirement savings
plan. For our families with
children, there will be a session on how to fund your children’s education. Who
doesn’t want to know how to
maximize your social security
benefits or how to draw out
your retirement income? Finally, there will be a session

on how to best handle your
charitable giving options.
Folks, there is something for
all ages at this seminar.
Please don’t miss it as we are
trying to provide you an opportunity to become stronger
and healthier in this area of
your life too. All of us know
that when everyday pressures
and financial stresses cave in
on us, it makes our marriages
and other relationships very
strained and more difficult
than they need to be.
Now why would we spend a
Friday evening and a Saturday morning doing such a
thing? The reasons are many
and certainly include our desire to see you financially free
and joyful – Deep debt is a
real killer! But we also want
you to be free to answer
God’s call in your life in regards to your involvement in
Kingdom work. I know for
many of us there are times
when we so desire to give
and/or answer the call to go
be involved in a missions trip
or ministry activity but we feel
that we simply cannot because of the financial burdens
that we carry. The fact that
you want to serve and give,
but can’t, simply add to the
already heavy guilt that you
carry. We want to help all of
us learn how to change that.
We want to free you up to
answer the Lord’s call and
allow you to experience the

joy of more actively “storing
your treasures in heaven”
through your Kingdom involvement.
God only knows how difficult
the future may be with the
constant threat of a real financial meltdown in the USA
and the world. What will you
do when the bottom falls
out? Are you ready to handle
challenging financial circumstances in our society if a
crisis does occur? This seminar, Battle Ready Finances,
will help you begin NOW preparing for your personal future, the future of your family,
and the future of the church
– or at least your involvement in the church. Come
join us on May 19th and 20th
as Mr. Gary Wood, President
and Chief Investment Officer
of BDC Capital Management,
shares with us his 40 years
of experience as a financial
planner. His firm is a charter
member of Kingdom Advisors and is a resource partner with our state convention
– The Southern Baptist Conservatives of Virginia. Gary is
a devoted follower of Christ
and serves to help others
serve and follow the Lord
Jesus too.
Devotedly, Pastor Robert
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A Message from. . . Aaron Bobo, Assoc. Pastor
Greetings church family!
The month of May brings many new and exciting opportunities for our church family. We are looking forward to hosting a
wonderful finance conference later in the month and anticipating a great day of honoring all of the mothers in our congregation in just a few weeks. As we pray for God to move in these special times, I would like to ask you to pray for God’s
movement as we commence one other important opportunity.
Beginning on May 7th, we will be offering our second annual teacher training course. This course is designed to equip
future Sunday school teachers with the ability and knowledge they need to faithfully teach our expanding Sunday school
ministry. Last year, we trained 6 teachers who are currently serving in our growing Sunday school program. Currently, we
are averaging over 50 people more per week in Sunday school than we were at this time last year! In fact, we are now utilizing every open classroom in the building on Sunday mornings including our missions and conference rooms for Sunday
school classes!
There are many reasons to be excited about this growth. Believers need to grow in their knowledge and understanding of
the Word of God. We also must belong to a community of brothers and sisters who are able to hold us accountable and
minister to us in our inevitable times of trial and tribulation. As we see more and more folks attend our Sunday school classes, I pray that we both rejoice and prepare.
Smyrna, my belief is that we are just getting started with what God has for us in regards to our growing communities of
faith. We already have a plan to continue to expand our Sunday school ministry, but that plan hinges on one important resource, namely new teachers. You see, teachers are vital to the Sunday school ministry. We need faithful servants who
will boldly, accurately, and clearly teach the Scriptures each week. These folks will be held to a higher standard (James
3:1) and must be faithful and gifted servants. In short, we need mature and committed believers who are willing to come
alongside of us as we grow!
Would you be one of those people? I pray that many of you would prayerfully consider signing up for our training class
over the next few weeks. Some of you may feel a call towards children or youth, others may believe God is leading you to
teach an adult class, whatever the case we would love to have you for 6 weeks beginning on May 7th in the Discover Smyrna classroom during the Sunday school hour!
Devotedly,

Pastor Aaron
Email:
assocpastor@smyrna1897.org
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A Message from. . . Joe Rowland, Assoc. Pastor
Happy Springtime Smyrna family!
Thank God the warm weather is here! I know the pollen’s terrible and sinuses are going nuts, but has this
weather been great or what? (besides the rain). I encourage you, next time the weather is beautiful, to say a
quick prayer, thanking God for His undeserved grace to us each and every day. But you know, I would also
encourage you to thank God when it’s storming. Thank Him that He’s just as present when it’s storming as
when it’s sunny! We have a good and powerful God!
Take a moment with me to stop and think: if I truly believe that God is all-powerful and all-loving and is totally worthy of all worship, why aren’t I telling more people about Him? Why aren’t I inviting every unchurched person I know to Smyrna? Convicting? Of course it is. We’ll never be perfect at reaching out and
sharing the gospel, but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be intentional about doing our best!
Later in the year we will be hosting a “Friend Day.” More information will follow, but for now suffice it to
say: we are getting serious about creating a culture of mission at Smyrna Baptist. We aren’t just following
some vague and generic vision of “reaching people.” We are setting clear goals and thorough plans to not only
reach many people in our county, but to mobilize every person in our church. Our outreach efforts at Smyrna
will not amount to anything of eternal value unless we ingrain missional living into our DNA. What do those
fancy words mean? They mean: every member (pastors included!) at Smyrna must live a life with the sole purpose of making the name of Jesus known in their sphere of influence. This is a cheesy and outdated way to put
it, but do you remember the Each One Reach One campaign? Well, if you don’t it was simply a campaign to
show church members that church growth is actually really simple! If all 350 regular attenders at Smyrna
brought literally ONE person to church, we would double in growth in one week!! Are you, a Christian and
plugged in member at Smyrna Baptist, really going to tell me that you can’t think of ONE person to invite to
church? Of course you can! That is how churches grow (along with the grace and power of God!).
We will be emphasizing Sunday School for this future Friend Day. Smyrna is at the size now where simply
inviting someone to a church service on Sunday may be intimidating for the person you invite. However, if you
invite them to your Sunday School class, where fellowship is more intimate and personal, they are much more
likely to accept the invitation. So, start thinking now: who do I know, around my age, that doesn’t regularly go
to church? I, and the rest of the staff, am confident that if we get our Sunday School members (all 250+ of
them) to get on fire for the gospel and the glory of Christ then we can pack this beautiful sanctuary out two
times over, reduce the debt and, impact the county and the school system… you name it! Don’t underestimate
God’s power and God’s vision for Smyrna Baptist Church.
Devotedly,

Pastor Joe
Email:
assocpastor2@smyrna1897.org
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Youth Summer Camp: June 26-30th
See Josh for details!

SBCYouth
Wednesday
Nights

@630pm

Come
Join US!
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A Message from…the Worship Ministry. . . .
We use them multiple times daily in speech and other forms of communication…prepositions.
They function to show the relationship of one thing to another. Let’s look at how these little
words help us gain insight into our relationship to Christ in regards to worship. Ed Steele, Associate Pastor of Music at the Leavell College of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, has provided the following list to help us
refocus as we think about worship:
To Him: Worship is directed to Christ. “Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think according
to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen”
Eph. 3:20, 21
In Him: His Spirit lives in us and empowers us, the relationship that abides is that we are “in Him.” “Therefore if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creature, the old things passed away, behold, new things have come.” 2 Corinthians 5:17. The fact that He is in us
should continually lead us away from worshiping any other.
With Him: He is present with us in worship, “For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.”
Matthew 18:20. He not only lives in us, there should be an awareness of His Spirit and presence as we worship.
For Him: Worship is for Him. We exist for Him, as Paul stated, “yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things
and we exist for Him, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him.” 1 Corinthians 8:6. Although
worship has immense benefits for the worshipper, it is not for him, but for Christ. Our worship is that specific time in which we affirm
His worthiness through obedience in recognizing that it is all for Him.
About Him: Jesus is the subject of worship. When threatened by the Council, Peter and John could only say “we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” Acts 4:20. Our message is to share how God from the beginning of history has moved to
restore relationship with His creation through the death and resurrection of His Son.
By Him: In worship we acknowledge that all things were made by Him. “For by Him all things were created; both in the heavens and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities all things have been created through Him and for
Him.” Colossians 1:16
Through Him: We are powerless to worship without His help. “Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to
God, that is the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.” Hebrews 13:15
There can be many distractions to our times of worship. Reviewing some prepositions may help us see Jesus as the central focus of
our corporate worship. As we gather let’s remember that it is To Him, In Him, With Him, For Him, About Him, By Him, and Through
Him!
Hymns that we will be focusing on in May are; The Solid Rock, Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us, and Take My Life and Let it Be.
Other songs for praise and worship include Be Lifted Higher, I Believe in the Name of Jesus, We Believe, Prepare Our Hearts, Here
for You, How Majestic. It’s our desire that our congregation see Christ high and lifted up each and every Sunday.
Singing His Praise,
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If you are unable to volunteer on your specified date/time, please find
your own replacement and notify the Children's Dept. Coordinator
with your replacements name - THANK YOU for serving the
children of Smyrna Baptist Church!
MAY
2017

SS Nursery
(9:40)

Nursery (10:45)

Toddler 1's &
2's

Toddlers 3's

Children's
Church

Diane Burton

Marian Rowland

Alicia Dalton

Samantha Kidd

Chuck Page

May 7
Kathy Miles

Angie Adkins

Samantha Dalton

Lauren Kidd

Alexis Page

Betsy Adams

Lisa Barnhouse

Ashley
Barnhouse

Ashley
Perkinson

Nikki Stephenson

Sierra Servis

Ariel Zemko

Janna Cobb

April Green

May 14
Cindy Bain
Holly McCaffity

Grace Barnhouse Laura Rowland
Diana Neville

Renee Silvestro

May 21

May 28

Check In
(11:00)

Ashley
Perkinson

Terri Driskill

Kim Davis

Kim Sweat

Kalley Saye Angela Walker
Brian McCaffity

Gracie Saye

Brittany Sober

Emily Cobb

Regan Saye

Amelia Servis

Stephanie
Rowland

Mary Hunt

Mary Tucker

John Clay

Rebekah Servis Melissa Snellings
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Check In
(9:45)

Kalley Saye Pam Reynolds
Reagan Saye

Avery Tucker

Kristin Clay
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S my rn a Bap t i s t C h u rc h
C a l e n da r o f E ve n t s - 2 017
Sun

Mon

Tue
Busy Fingers Ministry
2 Rm 121 / 930 - 12N
Personnel Meeting 7pm

1

Deacon’s Meeting 7pm

7

8

14
SS, Youth
Church & New Teacher
Training SS Class
11am Worship Service

Newsletter Due

6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

10
Busy Fingers Ministry
Rm 121 / 930 - 12N

15

3

American Heritage Girls
Troop VA1897 6-8 pm

9

945 am SS, Youth Church &
New Teacher Training SS
Class BEGINS
11am Worship Service

Wed

21

22

945 am SS, Youth Church &
New Teacher Training SS
Class
11am Worship Service

28

SBC Sunshine
Group Luncheon @
K&L BBQ 11am

6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

16 Busy Fingers30Ministry 17

Ladies Bible Study 10-12N

American Heritage Girls
Troop VA1897 6-8 pm

6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

23

24

Busy Fingers Ministry
Rm 121 / 930 - 12N

30

4

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

19

20

Prayer Service 630 pm

11

Prayer Service 630 pm

18

Rm 121 / 9 - 12N

Battle Ready Finances
Friday 630-9pm
Saturday 830-12N

Prayer Service 630 pm

25

26

27

Ladies Bible Study 10-12N
6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

Personnel Committee
Meeting 7pm

29

@11am

Thu

Ladies Bible Study 10-12N

945 am

SBC Board / Church
Council Mtg 630pm

Ladies Bible Study
10-12N

Prayer Service 630 pm

31
Ladies Bible Study 10-12N

945 am SS, Youth Church &
New Teacher Training SS
Class
11am Worship Service

Church Office Closed

Busy Fingers Ministry
Rm 121 / 930 - 12N

6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

Wednesday,
5/10 @ 11am

MAYBIRTHDAYS
1 Audrey Erdmann
Katherine Wells
Analeigh Bobo
3 Ronald Snellings
Presleigh Slayden
4 Billy Lewis
Jackson Henard
Josh Snead
5 Erica Chaplin
Tyler Gross
Kimberlyn Adams
7 Sutton Lindell
8 R. W. Jenkins
Linda Slayden
9 David Gammon

10 Michael Conrad
11 Khloe Clark
12 Blake Montgomery
Riley Kirkland
13 Harry Saye
Josh Aultman
14 Kolbee Bourlier
15 Aaron Graham
16 Allen Jones
17 Sharon Connelly
Caden Sweat
19 LeAnn Adkins
20 Dennis Felter
Jennifer Reese

20 Cody Jones
21 Jewell Barnhouse
Aaron Bobo
David Hale
Diana Neville
22 Brooklyn Bean
23 Susan Eubank
Roger Arnett
24 Carolyn Bain
Aaron Long
25 Marian Rowland
Lee Phillingane
Ashley D. Jones
Allison Page
Erin Clark

26 Donna Allen
Emma Clay
27 Ashley C. Jones
28 Joe Bryant
Peggy Turner
29 Lynn Rhodes
Gene Layne
Terrie Grissom
Deni Harris
Tami Gibbs
31 Sam Sweat
Karina Davis
Clara Green
Keaton Clark

The Women of Grace will be hosting our annual
Friendship Tea on Saturday, June 3rd
from 12 Noon - 2 pm in the Gym.
Should you have any questions, please see Kim Sweat or Shay Tench.
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18971 Carson Road
Dinwiddie, VA 23841
Angela B. Walker, Admin. Asst.
Phone: 804-469-9363
E-mail: admin@smyrna1897.org
www.smyrna1897.org

If you would like to submit information or
an article for publication in the scroll,
please do so by the 15th of each month.

Mission Statement
Smyrna Bapst Church exists for the
purpose of building up a community of
fully equipped believers who give glory
to God with every aspect of their lives.

www.sbcv.org

1st or 2nd time Guest?
Be sure to fill out a Connection Card (in the pocket on the back of each chair in the Sanctuary) and
drop it in the offering plate or text WELCOME
to the number below. We would love to have a
record of your visit!
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