“

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.” 1 Corinthians 6:10-11
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A Message from. . . Aaron Bobo, Assoc. Pastor

Hello church family!
Spring is in the air and it is a welcome sight for sure. I am so grateful for the wonderful year of ministry that has already taken place at Smyrna and I look forward to greater things in 2017! As many of you know, we are expanding
our Sunday school ministry at Smyrna. Sunday school is a vital part of the life of our church and it will continue to be
so as we utilize our small groups to reach out to those who are unchurched and minister to each other in the days
ahead.
Biblically, human beings were created to live in community. We see this all the way back in the book of Genesis
when God says about Adam “it is not good for man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18). While it is true that God saw Adam in
his physical isolation, much more importantly God was mentioning Adam’s emotional and spiritual loneliness.
Many of you know this by experience, but it is possible to be totally alone while being surrounded by a large crowd of
people! At Smyrna, we realize that many folks (including all of us at times) come through our doors lacking meaningful
relationships and feeling alone. While those folks may sit with us during worship, their need for community isn’t met
until they find a group of people to get to know and walk with.
This is why Sunday school is so important! It provides community for all of us and helps us get to know brothers and
sisters who are following Christ with us. For this reason, we are emphasizing the importance of outreach through our
Sunday school classes. In short, we don’t want people to simply come through our doors and sit. It is important to
worship in song and proclamation of the Word but it is also important that we do so within the context of a community
of believers who can encourage us and hold us accountable.
My prayer is that Sunday school would be that group and that you would be involved in our mission to grow in community with our brothers and sisters here at Smyrna while inviting others from the outside to join you in the process!
Let me close with one more observation that I believe is important. I realize that many of you have a great community already established. Dinwiddie is home to so many in our church and because it is home you have a wonderful
community of friends and family. However, I want to encourage you to think of those who do not have the same benefit. Community is not just about you, it is about all of us! Also, I’ve found that in the process of serving others, I often
experience blessing and joy that would not come from any other activity!
I pray that you would faithfully attend, or try for the first time, one of our Sunday school classes as we partner together to build a growing community of believers for God’s glory in Dinwiddie County and beyond!

Devotedly,

Pastor Aaron
Email:
assocpastor@smyrna1897.org
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A Message from. . .

Joe Rowland,

Assoc. Pastor

Happy March Smyrna family,
We are four weeks into our new College & Career Sunday School class, about three weeks away from our first ever
missions emphasis week, about 3 months away from summertime and I couldn’t be more excited! As I write to you, with
missions and our new college ministry in mind, one particular passage comes to my heart: Titus 2:3-8. In this passage
Paul is urging the Cretan church to live counter culturally. He instructs older men to be temperate, dignified, and sensible,
among other things, and he instructs older women to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips, and so on. Paul
instructs the younger men to show themselves as an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, beyond reproach, etc.
None of these actions from older and younger men and older women were common for the society in which they lived. I
don’t know about you, but unfortunately I don’t think much has changed. Why am I discussing Titus 2 right now? Because
as I lead a group of college-aged young adults I want nothing more than for them to show themselves as an example of
good deeds, with purity in doctrine. Likewise, I ask from you who are older to show yourself temperate, dignified, sensible,
reverent in behavior and a phenomenal example to those younger of what it looks like to walk closely with the Father for
many years.
In regards to missions, what better way to exalt Christ and serve His cause than to pass the baton of praying/giving/
going on mission than by modeling it for the next generation? Our time here on earth is precious and (contrary to popular
opinion) affects our time in eternity. In simple words: WHAT YOU DO HERE MATTERS. Why waste your time going to
church if you’re not going to leave it better than you found it? Why waste time calling yourself a Christian if you’re not doing
all you can to further the cause of Christ? Not least by mentoring the rising generation! So, I ask that you, as “older” people: please pray for our young adults and please, please, please model for them (and myself!) what it looks like to be people who live sold out lives for Christ for years and years.
For the King,
Pastor Joe, Assoc. Pastor of Evangelism and Missions

Email: assocpastor2@smyrna1897.org

March Timeline
March 5: “The Perfect Day” Indoor Movie Night. The Perfect Day” is a patriotic, faith
based film produced by and starring retired Navy Seal Jason Redman alongside other veterans
and 9/11 first responders/survivors. If you like thrilling, actions movies with a good message
then you will want to come out for this!
March 11: Disaster Relief Certification Training, Check in 730 am, Classes begin at 8am
Please note: Friday, 3/10 Re-certification class
cancelled due to non-interest.
March 19: Missions Emphasis Sunday/Week
In the place of a “missions conference” we will
be shifting towards a week long emphasis on
missions. Pastor Robert’s Wednesday night bible study and our Thursday night prayer service will revolve around missions and the Sunday of the 19th, a church planter will be bringing the message and several missionaries will
be leading the congregation in prayer.
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A Message from. . .

Josh Rowland,

Youth Pastor

This month, I am preparing to preach the text of Luke 2 to the congregation. I consider it a great honor
and responsibility to teach the Word of God to the People of God. I am also humbled that we have a
specific church body here at Smyrna that not only allows this, but encourages it. I am truly thankful for
you. Many aspiring young pastors and leaders are not afforded the same opportunities for growth.
Sermon preparation is always a unique experience. As I am reading and studying the Word, I am exposed to the face of Christ in Scripture, and that is worth it in and of itself. This is not where the experience stops, however. I also pray for examples and clarity, and commune with God that way. Sermon
preparation, on the surface, seems to be for the congregation to receive a fine-tuned sermon. In reality,
it impacts me just as much, simply because I am communing with God. I am reminded of how small and
feeble I am, and how mighty and awesome God is. I am reminded that the power to change a heart is
His alone; if left up to me, I would fail time and time again. I praise Him for that.
As I study and prepare, I also recall all of the people who have influenced me over the years, many of
them members of Smyrna. I suppose this is the natural reaction when we come face to face with God in
Scripture, but I cannot shake the awe of His sovereignty in my life. The family I have, the church my father was called to pastor, the people God has brought to this church, the calling I now have on my own
life - I don't know how it all unfolded, but I know it was His plan from the start. It is an incredible feeling.
In closing, I want to encourage you all to get into the Word and pray fervently. Though I wish I could
say my spiritual disciplines were flawless, they are not. Sermon preparation always pushes me in the
right direction. Every time, I find my walk with God to become that much sweeter. But you don't have to
prepare a sermon to experience that. You can dive into the Word and seek God in prayer any time, anywhere!
In Christ Alone,
Joshua Rowland, Youth Pastor

SBCYouth
Wednesday
Nights
@630pm
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A Message from…the Worship Ministry. . . .
For the past couple of weeks we have been learning the hymn, “He
Will Hold Me Fast”. There is not time in a worship service to give a
lengthy history of a song, so I will begin doing that in the monthly
newsletter.
This hymn was written during a spiritual campaign in Toronto, Canada. A young convert expressed the
fear that he would not be able to “hold out”. A few days later, Robert Harkness, a hymn writer and
composer in the early 1900’s, wrote in a letter to Miss Ada Habershon, of London, the need for a song
that would express definite assurance of success in the Christian life. A couple of months later while in
Philadelphia for another campaign (revival meeting) Mr. Harkness received seven new song lyrics written by Miss Habershon. As the message was preached, Mr. Harkness set the lyrics to music and this
hymn was born. That very evening it was introduced to an audience of 4,000 people and since has been
translated into many languages.
This song is an amazing reminder that we have our hope and eternal security in a God who will not let us
go. The love of Christ, evidenced by His sacrifice, assures us of this hope and truth. Regardless of
what we have done or will do, Christ will hold us fast.
Sunday, March 19, is Missions Emphasis Sunday. On that Sunday we will introduce the hymn, “Facing A
Task Unfinished”. This hymn lyric was written in 1931 by Frank Houghton. It was set to a familiar
hymn tune for an annual missions meeting in support of the appeal for two hundred missionaries to China. In March 1929, the China Inland Mission issued a call for 200 new workers within a two-year period. It followed a very difficult period in China’s history. Due to civil war, missionaries had been withdrawn from their stations in 1927. Twelve missionaries had been martyred along with five associates.
By December 31st, 1931, two hundred men and women sailed for China. All the monetary needs were fully supplied. The first and second verse with chorus are as follows:
Facing a task unfinished that drives us to our knees
A need that undiminished rebukes our slothful ease
We, who rejoice to know Thee renew before Thy throne
The solemn pledge we owe Thee to go and make Thee known.
Where other lords beside Thee hold their unhindered sway
Where forces that defied Thee defy Thee still today
With none to heed their crying for life, and love, and light
Unnumbered souls are dying and pass into the night.
We go to all the world with kingdom hope unfurled
No other name has power to save
But Jesus Christ the Lord.

Other songs for March are:
“Once and for All”-Christ Tomlin, “You Said” -Hillsong, “Praise Him”-Gateway worship, “Grace That Won’t Let Go”Gateway Worship, “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”-Stuart Townend (recorded by various artists), “The Same Love”Paul Baloche. All of these can be found on YouTube and iTunes. Take an opportunity to check them out.
Singing His Praises,
Melodie & Brad

“The Lord has done great things for us…be glad and rejoice: for the Lord
will do great things.” Psalm 126:3 and Joel 2:21
Page 5

Smyrna
Smyrna Scroll
Scroll

If you are unable to volunteer on your specified date/time, please find
your own replacement and notify the Children's Dept. Coordinator
with your replacements name - THANK YOU for serving the
children of Smyrna Baptist Church!
March

3/5/17

3/12/17

3/19/17

3/26/17
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S my rn a Bap t i s t C h u rc h
C a l e n da r o f E ve n t s - 2 017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

2
6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

5

945 am

SS & Youth Church
11am Worship Service

6

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Rm 121 / 930 - 12N

7

“The Perfect Storm”
Movie Screening 6pm

12

Deacon’s Meeting 7pm

13

Finance Committee 545 pm
6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

945 am SS, & Youth Church
11am Worship Service

19

American Heritage Girls
Troop VA1897 6-8 pm

14 GNBC @ DES

15

20

21

Prayer Shawl Ministry 22
Rm 121 / 930 - 12N Ladies Bible Study 10-12N
6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

American Heritage Girls
Troop VA1897 6-8 pm

27

SS, & Youth Church
11am Worship Service

Newsletter Due
6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Rm 121 / 930 - 12N

945 am SS, & Youth Church
11am Worship Service

26

@11am

8

GNBC @ DES

28

Thu

29

Fri
3

10

11
SBCV Disaster Relief
Certification Training Class
*Check in730am, Classes
begin @ 8am

Prayer Service 630 pm

16

4
VBS Clinic & Swift
Creek Midlo
*Vans depart @ 8am

Prayer Service 630 pm

9

Sat

17

18
BMen Breakfast
8am

Prayer Service 630 pm

23

24

25

Prayer Service 630 pm

30

31

Ladies Bible Study 10-12N

945 am

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Rm 121 / 930 - 12N

6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

Wednesday, 3/8
@ 11am

MARCHBIRTHDAYS
1 Amy Hudson
2 Pam Adams
Berkeley Westmoreland
Nancy Keen
Daniel Hudson
3 Kevin Jones
Carole Lee
Blake Christian
5 Virginia Knott
John Kennedy
6 Ralph Burton
Hatcher Bain

7 Debbie Harrison
9 Sierra Servis
10 Basil Kelly
Mark Daulton
Brandy Perkinson
Robert Tench
12 Todd Adams
Avery Pack
13 Aedan DiRienzo
14 Tyler Clay
15 Paige Clark
Kara Lespier

15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Robbie Kaufman
Wallie Blount, II
Megan Barnhouse
Olivia Upton
Charles Evans, Sr.
Catherine Mizzell
David Kidd
Donnie Bowers
22 Ashley Bobo
Sheila Hatter
Christian McCaffity
23 Ben Abernathy

23 Boo Garrett
Hurley Wilkins
Matthew Davis
Allison Gupton
25 Jean Wells
Melva Cales
Becky Cutchins
26 Debra Gupton
27 Trevor Sneade
28 Garrison Burke
30 Terri Driskill
Kurt Jones
31 Mary Hunt

If your name does not appear on our Birthday Calendar that means we do not have
your birthdate in our records. Please call the church @ 469-9363 (Monday - Friday
9am - 4pm) to update the records we have on file or you can update it yourself via
MY SMYRNA on our website www.smyrna1897.org.
For help getting setup with MySmyrna (where you can manage your own data such
as address changes, phone, email changes, view directories, view volunteer opportunities & more!!) call the church office.
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18971 Carson Road
Dinwiddie, VA 23841
Angela B. Walker, Admin. Asst.
Phone: 804-469-9363
E-mail: admin@smyrna1897.org
www.smyrna1897.org

If you would like to submit information or
an article for publication in the scroll,
please do so by the 15th of each month.

Mission Statement
Smyrna Bap st Church exists for the
purpose of building up a community of
fully equipped believers who give glory
to God with every aspect of their lives.

www.sbcv.org

BOP UPDATE: On March 8th 2011, 60 seniors from 9 churches meet to discuss forming
BOP. Since that time we have increased to
over 100 with approximately 20 churches in attendance. We are grateful that Smyrna is
sponsoring this senior ministry. As we begin
our 6th year we ask God's blessing to continue
to be on this ministry. - Submitted by: L. Duke

1st or 2nd time Guest?
Be sure to fill out a Connection Card (in the pocket on the back of each chair in the Sanctuary) and
drop it in the offering plate or text WELCOME
to the number below. We would love to have a
record of your visit!
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