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18971 Carson Road 
Dinwiddie, VA  23841 
Phone: 804-469-9363 
E-mail: admin@smyrna1897.org 
www.smyrna1897.org 

Mission Statement 

Smyrna Baptist Church exists for the purpose of building up a 
community of fully equipped  believers who give glory to God 

with every aspect of their lives. 

www.sbcv.org 

THE 
SUNSHINE 

GROUP 

(55 and older) 
 

The Sunshine Group meet 
the 4th Friday of each month 
for lunch at area restaurants. 
Lunch begins at 11:30 am. If 

you would like to carpool 
meet here at the church at 

11:00 am. For more 
information please contact 
Peggy Edmonds or Jewell 

Barnhouse. 

 

New Sunday evening 
Bible Study classes 

will begin in 
February! 

Details coming soon! 
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Special Points of Interest: 
 Emmaus Road (Year 

III) is available for pick 

up in the church Foyer 

 Beautiful Older People 
(BOP) luncheon is 
Wednesday, Jan. 9th 

@ 11:00 am 

 Dinners and 
Wednesday evening 
activities resume 

January 9th 

 Manna Ministry 

schedule on Page 8 

 5th Sunday Breakfast 
Fellowship schedule on 

back page 

 Ladies Bible Study to 
begin January 23rd at 

10 am  

studies in Sunday school as 

well as Wednesday nights. 

Friends, we are here to help 

you grow. I believe I can 

honestly say that you are 

without an excuse.   

For some of you, to make 

2019 a better year, you will 

simply need to stop doing 

some of the things you’ve 

been doing. Stop watching 

garbage on television. It 

really does matter. Stop 

listening to nothing but 

secular music. It is filling 

your ears, mind, and heart 

with worldliness. Stop 

spending all your resources 

on you and yours and find 

ways to be more generous. 

“He who sows sparingly will 

reap sparingly, and he who 

sows bountifully will also 

reap bountifully...The Lord 

loves a cheerful giver.” (2 

Cor. 9:6-7). And you must 

heed this one, “Bad 

company corrupts good 

morals.” (1 Cor. 15:33)

Change the company you 

keep. They either draw you 

closer to the Lord and His 

church or push you away 

into negativity and 

joylessness. Okay, you 

want 2019 to be a better 

year? Let’s get to work! 

Devotedly, 

Pastor Robert 

Dear Smyrna Family, 

My dear friends, as we 

begin 2019, are you hopeful 

that it is going to be a 

“good” year? Are you so 

glad that 2018 has ended 

and you can sort of start 

over? If the answer to either 

of these questions is “yes’, 

then we have to ask why 

are you hopeful. You see 

folks, on the one hand, if 

you are glad that 2018 has 

ended so that you can start 

again, I have to remind you 

that if you don’t make 

changes you might end up 

in the same boat all over 

again.  Now, I know that for 

some of you the reason that 

you are glad the year ended 

is due to factors over which 

you had no control. Maybe 

a loved one passed away, 

or a relationship ended, or 

your financial situation 

changed. But, for those who 

just hope that things are 

going to get better because 

you peeled another month 

off the calendar, I have 

some bad news for you. If 

you are doing what you’ve 

been doing then you can 

expect the same results. So, 

what are you going to do to 

end 2019 better than 2018? 

Let me give you a few 

words of wisdom that I 

believe the Bible supports. 

First of all, little things 

matter. If you are faithful 

with little things then He will 

entrust “true riches” to you 

(Luke 16:10). The Bible also 

Pastor’s Corner says, “Do not despise small 

beginnings” (Zech. 4:10). I 

mention these two because 

I want to encourage you to 

be okay with starting small. 

Maybe you aren’t ready to 

spend “x” amount of time in 

the Word so start with “y”. If 

you can’t do 30 minutes, go 

for 10-15 minutes. The key 

is to start the journey and 

my hope is that, as you do, 

the Lord will capture more 

of your heart. The idea is 

that you will begin to love 

Him more which will affect 

your decision making 

processes and your 

passions. This I believe will 

change your year for the 

good.  

Secondly, the Bible says, “If 

you walk in the Spirit, then 

you will not fulfill the desires 

of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). 

Beloved, if you keep on 

feeding the “flesh” (your 

sinful nature) then you must 

stop thinking that you are 

going to grow spiritually. It 

will not happen! You cannot 

wish your weight away, you 

cannot wish yourself into 

better health, and you 

cannot wish your way to 

spiritual maturity. You must 

put in the work. The great 

news is that when you put in 

the work you will see the 

results. Read your Bible in 

2019. We preach the Word 

of God faithfully every week, 

we provide daily devotions 

to help you understand 

each chapter of the Bible a 

little bit better, and we 

provide small group Bible 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow after me, let him demy himself, take up his cross 
daily, and follow me.” Luke 9:23 (CSB) 
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A Message from. . . Aaron Bobo, Assoc. Pastor of Family Discipleship and Education 

Welcome to 2019 Smyrna family!  

      As we embark on another year, I wanted to take a moment to give you all at least a small picture of the plans and goals we have 

set for our discipleship ministry at Smyrna in 2019. In order to do that it is important to briefly explain one of the overarching principles 

and convictions that drives our discipleship ministry. Unfortunately, the term discipleship has been “pigeon-holed” in our American 

church culture today. If you are like me, your experience with the term “discipleship” has almost always been limited to a Bible study. I 

want to be clear here, we are not opposed to Bible study at Smyrna and we certainly believe that it plays a crucial and central role in 

growing disciples, but we also must not miss the fact that the examples of discipleship we have in the pages of Scripture do not 

terminate on an hour a week study. Instead, true discipleship happens when the Scripture is both explained and demonstrated for the 

benefit and edification of those underneath our care. Essentially church, what I’m saying is that we have settled for a truncated 

(shortened, cut-off) version of what God designed and exemplified for our personal growth and the maturation of those around us. If 

we want to truly make disciples, we must both teach sound doctrine (very important) and live in community with the intent to display 

and instruct those whom we desire to reach. This means that discipleship is a daily discipline of intimate relationship.  

      This is a clear truth  but the water gets a little murky when we begin to ask how to implement or live in obedience with this reality 

in the context of a church body. To put it simply, it’s hard to “program” discipleship! This is one of those reasons why churches have 

largely punted on the issue in the recent past but it is not an acceptable solution. Instead, we must work together to encourage one 

another to be intentional about making disciples and our job as pastors is to help equip and assist the body in applying these truths to 

our fellowship.  

      Today, I want to talk about one such pastoral effort that is beginning this year through the “revamping” of our B-Men ministry. Our 

hope and desire for 2019 is that B-Men would be a ministry that does not just get projects done, instead we desire to see multiple 

generations work together both to accomplish the task and to train and build one another up for the future. Folks I don’t have to tell 

you this but there are now generations of young men who have grown up without a godly father figure in their lives. They haven’t been 

trained or taught how to do basic things around the house. They have no idea how to change the oil  or fix a leak or do other simple 

tasks that may be required in any home and its not because they are lazy, instead it is a direct result of paternal neglect and 

ineptitude. Even more seriously, we have generations of men who have no clue how to lead a family biblically. They’ve never had a 

godly father (or even a grandfather in some cases) to imitate and it shows. 

      The question we must ask is where would these men go to learn what they don’t know? The obvious answer is the church! It is the 

church that offers the Godly wisdom and practical experience necessary through the influence of Godly, older men. The church must 

step in and disciple their own and the church has the opportunity to both equip for everyday tasks and, more importantly, teach for 

spiritual maturity and eternal benefit. B-Men is our attempt at marrying those two goals as we seek to build relationships for spiritual 

investment while teaching the next generation what it looks like to follow Jesus and grow underneath the tutelage of those who are 

more mature.  

      My challenge comes to you in a question...won’t you be involved? If you’re a young man and don’t have much to offer in the way 

of experience in physical labor (like myself) would you be willing to come and learn? If you are an older gentleman who has been 

blessed with experience and spiritual maturity would you please impart those things to the next generation? As we work together this 

year, our prayer is that discipleship would take place as we grow alongside of one another and work to ensure that Smyrna is blessed 

with generations of men who are ready and equipped for faithful service for years to come.  

Devotedly,  

Pastor Aaron                          

Email:  assocpastor@smyrna1897.org   Meeting: 

January 19th @ 8:00 am 

CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

Smyrna Bapt i st  Church  

Calendar of  Events  -  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

January Birthdays 

9:30am—Noon 
Busy Fingers Ministry/Room 121 

 

American Heritage Girls 
Troop VA1897  6-8 pm 
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5:30pm 
Wed. Night Dinner 

6:00pm 
Kidz Choir Practice 

6:30pm 
AWANA/ Youth  

Mid-Week Worship 
Worship Ministry Practice 

Wednesday, 1/9 
@ 11am 

Deacon’s Meeting  7pm 

2    Stephenson, Colton 

3   Randy Cheely 

4   Matt Mohr 

5    Anthony Gammon 

6    Peggy Edmonds 

      Tiffany VanGils 

7    Joe N Daniels 

      Bobby Charboneau 

8    Larry Wingrove 

10  Mason Wells 

11 Jessica Harris 

13 Brooke Hill 

      Jenna Taylor 

14  Sheila Abernathy 

15  Janice Conrad 

       Kim Lane 

16   Kevin Barnhouse 

       Kevin Varga 

17  Matthew Elmore 

18 Hannah Barton             

Derrick Temple 

19  Sharon Long 
20  Brandon Westmoreland 

21  Amanda Tyler 

      Avery Tucker 
22  Chris Neville 

23  Charles Kennedy 
24  Andrew Dyson 
26  John Taylor 

27  Nicole Cliborne 

      Ashley Barnhouse 

28  Vera Mitchell 

29  Chris Hairfield 

      Briana Perkinson 

30 Stephanie Rowland 

      Rebekah Servis 

31  Braeden Westmoreland 

9:30am—Noon 
Busy Fingers Ministry/Room 121 

 

9:30am—Noon 
Busy Fingers Ministry/Room 121 

 

9:30am—Noon 
Busy Fingers Ministry/Room 121 

 

930 am Sunday School 
1045am Worship Service  

 

 

930 am Sunday School 
1045am Worship Service  

 

930 am Sunday School 
1045am Worship Service  

 

930 am Sunday School 
1045am Worship Service 

Breakfast & Workday 
8am 

 
 
 
 

 

 

5:30pm 
Wed. Night Dinner 

6:00pm 
Kidz Choir Practice 

6:30pm 
AWANA/ Youth  

Mid-Week Worship 
Worship Ministry Practice 

5:30pm 
Wed. Night Dinner 

6:00pm 
Kidz Choir Practice 

6:30pm 
AWANA/ Youth  

Mid-Week Worship 
Worship Ministry Practice 

5:30pm 
Wed. Night Dinner 

6:00pm 
Kidz Choir Practice 

6:30pm 
AWANA/ Youth  

Mid-Week Worship 
Worship Ministry Practice 

If your name does not appear on our Birthday Calendar that means we do not have your birthdate in our 
records.  Please call the church at 469-9363 (Monday - Friday  9am - 4pm) or email admin@smyrna1897.org  

to update the records we have on file. 

Ladies Bible Study 

Every Wed. @ 10 am     

starting January 23rd 

Manna Ministry 

10am - 2 pm 

Manna Ministry 

10am - 2 pm 
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If you are unable to volunteer on your specified date/time, please find 

your own replacement and notify the Children's Dept. Coordinator 

with your replacements name - THANK YOU for serving the 

children of Smyrna Baptist Church!

JAN  
2019 

SS Nursery 
(9:15—10:35) 

Nursery (10:30) Toddler 1's & 2's  Toddlers 3's 
Children's 

Church 
Check In 

(9:20 - 10:35) 
Check In  

(10:30 - 12:15) 

Jan 6th 
Holly McCaffity Gina Perkinson Becky Pack Mary Hunt Cheryl Joyner 

Kim Davis Kalley Saye 

Amber McCaffity Ashley Perkinson Avery Pack Gracie Saye Rebekah Servis 

Jan 13th 

Audrey Erdmann Michele Snead 
Danielle 

Montgomery 
Lauren Kidd Stacey Dyson 

Kalley Saye Kalley Saye 

Betsy Adams Sharon Long Randall Cornett Sam Kid Angel Davis 

Jan 20th 
Brandy Turner Mary Tucker Tia Wilson Rhonda Kester Aimee Kennedy 

Aimee 
Kennedy 

Angela Walker 

Peggy Turner Tucker girls McKenzie Wilson Diane Burton Emma Kennedy 

Jan 27th 

Annette Perkinson Jann Etheredge Melissa Taylor 
Michelle 
Ochtyun 

Danna Gammon 

Kalley Saye Pam Reynolds 

Ashley Perkinson Laura Rowland Betsy Adams John Ochtyun Bryant Gammon 

Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

 January 2nd - NO AWANA 

 January 9th - Regular meeting, give 
out banks 

 January 16th - Missionary Night 

 January 23rd - Regular meeting, 
collect banks 

 January 28th - Ice Cream Party 
Night 

3 yrs. to Pre-K  Room 114 
K to 6th Grade  Room 125 
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Happy New Year Smyrna Family, 

      As we transition into a new year, I pray that you never get too old for good old-fashioned New Year’s resolutions. I’ve written 

about this before, but I actually think that making resolutions and then failing to keep them isn’t the worst thing in the world; on the 

contrary, I see it as a learning experience. Think about how that relates to the Christian life: we know we’re not going to be perfect in 

this life, we know we’re going to stumble and fall at times, but that doesn’t make us give up, does it? It certainly shouldn’t! We should 

get back up, dust ourselves off, and keep pressing on! 

      I look at New Year’s resolutions the same way. I am probably going to fall short on some of them. (Okay, fine, on most of them.) 

Yeah. Yeah, I probably am. But should that stop me from making them? Should possible, or even probable, failure stop me from 

resolving anyways? By no means! The only thing my failure should do is give me an opportunity to get back up on my feet and keep 

pressing on. If I fall behind in my “read the bible through  in a year” plan, guess what? I’m just going to keep pressing on! If I stumble 

in my diet, guess what? I’m just going to pick back up the next day and keep pressing on! So, go ahead and make those resolutions 

and think of them as a part of the Christian journey. You fall, you repent, you keep pressing on! 

      Here’s a suggestion for a resolution you could make for 2019: Do something bold for God! Lord willing, we’re going to have 

multiple (3-4) opportunities to travel halfway across the world to Liberia this year and I highly encourage you to think about stepping 

out on that limb! Tomorrow’s decisions are made today, so I encourage you to resolve now to, at the very least, be open to 

opportunities -- especially in missions -- that the Lord might have for you. We’re so excited to get more and more involved with the 

Kittredge family in Liberia and I pray that you take the opportunity to join us in that. I’ll see you there! 

For the King, 

Pastor Joe 

Email: assocpastor2@smyrna1897.org 

 

A Message from. . . Joe Rowland, Assoc. Pastor of Administration and Missions 

Monthly Missions Prayer Guide 

Gary and Michele Kittredge, Ashley (19), Bethany (17), and Sophia (9) 

Gbanga County, Liberia 

1. Their number one prayer request is for their preparation to leave 
Liberia for a year in May to come back to the States for Bethany’s 
senior year of high school. There is a lot to get ready on the farm 
and at their church for them to be able to leave for an entire year, 
so they are a bit stressed right now to say the least! 

2. Pray for Ashley as she is still Word of Life College in Budapest, 
Hungary. It’s tough enough to be alone, but alone in a foreign 
country is 10 times more difficult! 

 

Tim and Toni Robinson, Tim Jr. (17), Julian (14), Ayla (12), Micah (8), 
Janessa (6), and Seriah (4) 

Fitchburg, Massachusetts 

1. Pray that the merge between Tim’s church and the church he 
had been interim preaching for would continue to go smoothly. 

2. Pray that even though they now have a building and budget and 
all that good stuff, that Tim and Toni wouldn’t grow too 
comfortable and lose their fire to reach the people of Fitchburg!  
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A Message from. . . Josh Rowland, Next Generation Pastor 

Dear Smyrna Family, 

      Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! I know that some of this has already passed by the time you read 
this, but I still love the season and hope you all had an enjoyable close to the year. I was tempted to write 
on those topics - maybe something about the real reason for Christmas or how Christ offers us a new 
beginning that far outweighs a new calendar year. But that’s really not on my mind or heart. Instead I want 
to talk to you about authority. Weird, right? 

      For our discussion, there are two overarching types of authority. There is a contingent authority and 
there is a non-contingent authority. Only God has the non-contingent authority. This means that his 
authority is not dependent (contingent) upon anything else. It is His alone. All other authority is contingent, 
meaning that it is mediated to others by the one who has total authority (God). The government has 
authority over its subjects. But that is mediated by God, and has its limits (if the government demanded 
that we cease to be Christians, for example). Parents have authority over children. But if the parent is 
abusive, the government steps in to remove the child. Who has the authority? Well, both, to an extent. But 
the authority is limited and mediated; it is contingent.  

      Among varying levels of contingent authority (all authority that isn’t God’s), there are two more forms of 
authority. We will call them the authority of counsel and the authority of command. With the authority of 
command, there is a God-ordained function for implementing the authority. The government, for example, 
is called the “sword”, and is sanctioned by God to punish evildoers. The parent is told to use “the rod,” for 
example, symbolizing the discipline of children. These are examples of authority of command. The authority 
of counsel, though, is quite different. This is the kind of authority a husband has. There is no function to 
implement the authority - rather, he must shepherd, lead, and even woo his wife. (He must also admit 
when he is wrong and go with her suggestions!) The same is true of pastors/elders in a church. Their 
authority is a true, mediated authority, but they do not wield it like a sword or rod. Instead, they shepherd. 
They teach. They have patience. The authority of counsel is equally real - before God, there is an obligation 
to follow this authority for church members (Hebrews 13:17) and wives (Ephesians 5:22). 

      Much more on this is available in the works of Jonathan Leeman (particularly Don’t Fire Your Church 
Members and Political Church). We should be encouraged, though, in remembering that authority is a gift 
from God. It can be abused, yes. But all of our authority - yours, mine, the president’s, your boss’s - is all 
contingent and mediated authority. Only one has true, unbridled authority. That is God. And He wields it  
perfectly and mightily. 

 

In Christ, 
Pastor Josh  
Email: youth@smyrna1897.org 

CLASS DINNER SCHEDULE 

Jan 9th SALT & Aging Gracefully  Jan 23rd Pathfinders 

Jan 16th YOUTH  Jan 30th Men’s Class & Ladies Precept 
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      Happy New Year! I’d like to start off by thanking the choir & band for 
all the hard work in the preparation and presentation of our Christmas 
Worship Musical, “Emmanuel (God With Us Forever”. We had some 
obstacles to overcome with missing rehearsals, but God redeemed our 
time and I believe we did our very best to honor our Lord and Savior., Jesus Christ, in the celebration of His birth. 
Also, many thanks to Heather Gordon for stepping up and finishing rehearsals with our children so they could be 
included as well. After all, we are multiple generations, worshipping together. What better way for our children to 
continue to grow in their worship than their participation in leading on Sundays! 

      Speaking of children singing, I want to make the parents aware we do have a Kidz Choir each Wednesday, 6-6:30 
pm beginning again January 9th. We’ve been asked to lead the worship rally in March for the SBCV Children’s 
Conference. So, some of our rehearsal times will be spent on this music, which includes some selections for VBS 
2019! 

      The adult choir will get back to rehearsals after a Christmas break on January 9th, as well. It’s a great time to get 
back to choir or if you have considered being a part of the choir, it’s a great time to start because we’ll be learning 
new music and will soon be looking at Easter music. Adult choir is 6:30 - 8:00 pm on Wednesdays. 

 An excerpt from: 

 Read Hymns Like Poems - Because They Are by Leland Ryken 

 (The author discovered a book, “The Hymnal: A Reading History” an exploration of the hymnbooks that 
preceded our familiar hymnal by Christopher Phillip) 

 “He doesn’t deal with the history of hymn-singing in church services but with the private reading of hymns 
as poems. I can’t imagine a more original approach to hymns for our generation. Phillips identifies his 
history as telling the story not of a singing culture but instead “the rise and fall of a robust reading culture.” 
In that tradition, hymns were poems first and songs secondarily. The history that Phillips traces is largely 
pre-1870. During the 1870’s, the hymnbook took the form of a songbook - the written text set inside 
musical notations. Until then, what we know as hymnbooks might with equal accuracy be called books of 
devotional poems. These small, portable books were primarily books for daily use. They were the constant 
companions of their owners at home, school, and church. The great hymns are an untapped treasury of 
great devotional poetry. To read the hymns as poems is to return to a venerable tradition. It’s where the 
hymnbook began.” 

      When my granddaughter was learning to read she enjoyed reading the texts of hymns and would light up when she 
recognized the words as a song she sang in church. It made my heart fill with delight as I knew these words would impact 
Biblical truths in her young heart. We sing a hymn, old and new in our services every week to worship our Lord and 
reinforce Biblical truths we learn. We might do well to check out a hymnal and read them as poems in our families and 
when we come to sing those in our worship services, we just may “light up” with joy and enthusiastic singing!  

 

Singing His Praises,      

Melodie & Brad      

A Message from…the Worship Ministry. . . . 


