Pastor’s Corner
Dear Smyrna Family,
Thank you once again for the great
privilege of being one of your pastors. I sincerely love being here and
count it such a joy to serve you and
to serve with you. I’m not sure how
you all feel about where we are as a
church but your staff and I want you
to know that we are excited and
hopeful about the direction in which
we are headed. The response to our
Emmaus Road journey has been nothing but encouraging. The fact that
more of you are in the Word of God
and understanding it more than ever
thrills us because we know that “faith
comes by hearing the Word” and so
there is no reason for us not to believe that as we walk through the
Bible together, God is going to increase our faith. 1 Thess. 1:13 says, “…
when you received the Word of God
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for
what it really is, the word of God,
which also performs its work in you
who believe.” In a very real sense, we
are setting you up; setting you up to
be impacted by the Word of God and
thereby changed into His likeness
even more. That dear friends is our
ultimate motive because as you become like Him you will bring glory and
honor to Him more consistently and
effectively.
Beloved, when it is all said and done
and the ministry that God has called
my family and me to here at Smyrna
is over, I so hope that you will have

grown to love the Lord dearly. Like
Jesus said, the evidence of our love
for Him will be our obedience to Him
(John 14:15). My heart longs to see
you as mature followers of Christ
who are anchored in the person of
Jesus Christ and the Truth of His
precious Word. I desire to serve the
Lord in such a way that you are being
shaped by the teaching and preaching
of His Word so powerfully that the
decisions you make and the way you
live are in step with His will and ways.
So often, I believe that is your desire
too. One thing must be present before
the transformation takes place in
anyone’s life.
The only way you’re going to become
like Christ is if you are truly saved.
You must be born again. The power
that you need to understand the Word
of God and the power that you need
to live out the Word of God comes
directly, and only, from the Holy Spirit
living in you. He alone is sufficient for
the work of killing sin within you and
empowering you to live a victorious
Christian life. Does this sound familiar? You come to church, you hear
the sermons, and you walk away
convicted and sometimes determined
to “do better.” The problem is that
you can’t do better on your own. This
leaves you so frustrated doesn’t it?
How many times have you been convicted of sin but utterly helpless to
find the remedy to get past it; I mean
past it permanently. I think this
leaves you in perpetual anguish and
frustration. You know the routine –

you promise God you’re not going to
do that anymore, you watch over
yourselves, pray for a season, until
the heat grows cold and the sense of
sin wears off and the sin returns to
its former dominion in your life. The
old cycle just rolls on and on.
Precious people, the answer is the
indwelling presence and power of
the Holy Spirit. In Ezek. 36:26 believers are promised to be given a “new
heart.” Do you have one? A heart
that can and does respond to the
Lord’s leading. He causes our hearts
to abound in grace and the fruit of
our lives changes (Gal. 5:19-23). He
causes us to grow, thrive, flourish,
and abound. He is the fire that burns
up the very root of our sins. Now
here is the paradox, He is the One
who transforms us but we are still
responsible to exercise ourselves in
spiritual disciplines in free obedience. In other words, He works within your degree of spirituality much
like a physical trainer would develop
a plan of action for you individually if
you walked into the gym looking
puny, weak, and out of shape. If you
keep on showing up at the gym you
will eventually get stronger, old
habits will die out, and you will move
forward in the level of training as
you develop. God will work with you
where you are. Let’s get started! The
answer is the Holy Spirit living in
you. So, before you can win as a
Christian, you gotta make sure you
are one!
Devotedly, Pastor Robert
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A Message from. . . Aaron Bobo, Assoc. Pastor
Welcome to February Smyrna folks!
We are already one month into 2017 and we couldn’t be any more excited about what God is doing in and through the
people of our church this year. Thank you for walking with us on the Emmaus Road. We strongly believe that the Word of
God is powerful and able to mold us into the image of Christ and we can’t wait to see His power in each of our lives as we
faithfully pursue knowing Him through the Bible.
One of the ways that the Bible transforms us is through the conviction and prompting of the Holy Spirit to obey what is
written. Certainly, there are many commands given in the Bible, but one of the most important is found in Matthew 28:1620. This text is called “The Great Commission” and it was given by Jesus to His disciples just days before He ascended
into heaven. The meat of the command from Christ is that we are to “make disciples” of all nations. Essentially, Christ commissions us to be His witnesses (Acts 1:8) in testifying to the world the reality of the Gospel. The process of making a disciple must begin with evangelism, which is simply sharing the good news that Christ died for our sins making it possible to
have a saving, eternal relationship with God.
Evangelism is not the most comfortable thing for many believers but it can be incredibly rewarding and fruitful as we see
God’s power move through His people to bring others into His family! In Matthew 28, it is important to note that Christ’s call
to evangelize is not limited to pastors, ministers, or the most spiritually mature. Instead, we see very clearly that Christ expects all of His disciples to be active in making more disciples. That means you and me!
Now, the most difficult aspect of evangelism for many folks is getting started. How do I share my faith? Are there specific
methods I must use? Can I begin my obedience to this command with brothers and sisters around me for support? The
answer to all of these questions is yes! In fact, this year we will be working together to obey the command to make disciples through Sunday school outreach. In the next few weeks, your Sunday school class will begin implementing a strategy
to reach out to lost people in our community who have relationships with at least one person in your class. Our goal will be
to find those whom we already know who need to know Jesus and visit them in the hopes that they will come to know
Christ as their Savior as well.
Details regarding how we will do this will be disclosed in just a few short weeks in your class, but for now I want to ask
you to begin preparing yourself through prayer and Bible study to obey God’s command to make disciples. Also, begin to
ask yourself who you know that doesn’t know Christ. Are there people on your street who have no church home? Maybe
you have family members or friends who you know are lost. Pray that God would lay those people on your heart now and
in a few weeks be ready to share their
need with your class for the purpose of
reaching them with the Gospel!

Devotedly,

Pastor Aaron
Email:
assocpastor@smyrna1897.org
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A Message from. . .

Joe Rowland,

Assoc. Pastor

Greetings brothers and sisters,
I’d like to start with a question: Why do we do missions? (I’ll give you a minute to think of an answer…)
Do we do missions just because God tells us to? Because we feel bad for “lost people”? To pay God back for saving us?
None of those answers are 100% wrong, but neither are they 100% complete (of course, we can never pay God back, but
having a mission-oriented spirit overflowing from a grateful heart is not wrong). So why DO we do missions? Well, as John
Piper famously said, missions exist because worship doesn’t. We do missions to bring glory to God by making His name
praised in all the nations of the world. See, we often act, as the church, like missions is an end goal. “If we are doing missions then we are succeeding as a church”, we often think (or say). However, missions isn’t the end goal at all. There will
come a time when missions is not necessary—praise the Lord! Did the Missions Pastor just say that?? Yes. Yes I did. Because missions is only necessary where joyful worship of our great God is absent and the absence of worship WILL come
to an end! (Isaiah 45:23, Romans 14:11, Philippians 2:10-11)
So what does that mean for you, for your everyday Christian journey? It means that your motivation for giving to or going
on mission shouldn’t come solely from a sense of duty (because that will fail you!). It should come from a sense of delight
in seeing the name of the Lord lifted high among the nations! Let that sink in… when it does it should spark—even if it’s a
tiny spark—a fire in your heart to see the risen and glorified Messiah praised among the nations. That’s the goal of history!
That’s what our lives are and have always been about! That’s the final goal of all God’s sovereign working throughout human history! And we get to be a part of it! Do you see why it’s exciting?
I pray that the glory of God overcomes our hearts and souls and we explode with a white-hot desire to see the Lamb of
God lifted high in every nation, tribe, people, and tongue.
For the King,
Pastor Joe, Assoc. Pastor of Evangelism and Missions
Email: assocpastor2@smyrna1897.org
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Disaster Relief Training is back on!! March 10th
and 11th (a Friday and Saturday). Sign up at the
welcome center and expect a call from me to finalize. For only $20 you get lunch, free apparel
and a chance to do a great work for the Lord.
Don’t miss out!
Missions Emphasis Week will be taking the place
of a Missions Conference this year. It will look
like a fairly normal week at Smyrna, but with a
missions emphasis. Drew Cheatham (a current
youth pastor and future Portland, OR church
planter) will be bringing a message on Sunday
morning and you are not going to want to miss it!
You will also be hearing from experienced missionaries from all different walks of life in your Sunday School classes. Pastor Robert will be brining a
missional message on Wednesday night and our
Thursday Night Prayer Service will be centered
on missions. We hope you will be a part!
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A Message from. . .

Josh Rowland,

Youth Pastor

Smyrna Family,
I want to thank you for your continued prayers over our youth ministry, and over my family as well. We
have seen tremendous individual growth over the last few seasons, and I am continually blessed by the
privilege of serving as youth pastor. As a youth group, we are about to take what I consider the next major step; we need your prayer now more than ever!
This Summer, we have two events that are slightly different than in the past. First, our Summer camp
will be a missions-based camp, rather than just a games/fun/worship nights camp (if that make
sense). It will still be through Fuge Camps (they have been incredible), but we will be serving each day,
then meeting with all the other campers for worship and sermons. The best part of this is that our students are the ones who requested this change! They are maturing spiritually, and that is why we do this
in the first place.
Secondly, we are in the early stages of planning a mission trip to New Orleans. We are potentially partnering with an SBC church based just outside the city. This trip will be limited to our most mature students. It is a great joy to see our students move from wanting to only "know" all about what it means to
be a Christ-follower to wanting to "do" the things that Christ Himself has called us to do! Please pray for
the youth ministry, and specifically for these two upcoming opportunities!
In Christ, Joshua Rowland, Youth Pastor
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A Message from…the Worship Ministry. . . .
I ran across this quote by Martin Luther recently in an article I read, “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is
the greatest treasure in the world”.
In the article the writer, Stephen Miller, wrote: “We tend to
mark the seasons of our lives with the soundtracks of those
seasons.” Many of us look back on the music of our teen years
with fondness and remember where we were and who we were with when we hear those songs.
We choose and remember the songs from our weddings, funerals and other events in our lives.
Miller stated, “Music has a way of sealing moments into our souls.”
He continues to write, “In the same way, it has this unique property that helps to seal truth
into our souls – giving our memories something to latch onto.” I learned my multiplication tables to music. Many of us learn scripture by putting it to song.
In this article he goes on to say, “Music is an incredible gift and an incredible tool. Perhaps
that is why the pastors and theologians of generations past went to painstaking lengths to set
theology to music. They wrote songs that gave the church a type of sermon set to familiar
sounding melodies. This allowed good doctrine to get stuck in their heads so they would be
singing God’s Word all week. We have the same opportunity week in and week out to choose
and sing songs that say something and have weight to them. We have the chance to give our
people weapons for the war of worship.”
Our pastors and the worship ministry at Smyrna want to give you, our people, the right weapons to help you and to lift up the only One who is truly worthy of our worship-Jesus Christ.
In the month of February, we will begin introducing some familiar and some not so familiar
hymns. We will sing the same hymn for 4 weeks in a row in an effort to know and understand
the theology of the song. It’s our desire for Smyrna Baptist Church to be a people of praise in
addition to being a people of prayer and hearers and doers of God’s Word.
The choir has started rehearsing music for our upcoming Easter Worship Experience, “Hope
Alive in Me”. It would be a great opportunity for you to join us lifting up your heart and voice
with other worshipers. Our rehearsals are from 6:30-8:30 p.m. each Wednesday. We are a
welcoming group and enjoy a close fellowship with one another through prayer and praise. We
often talk in choir how good it is to come in the middle of the week, even when we don’t feel
like it, and as soon as we begin singing, the weight of the weeks pressures evaporate and the
sweet aroma of praise lifts our spirits.
“Hallelujah! How good it is to sing to our God,
for praise is pleasant and lovely!”
Psalms 147:1
“Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous ones;
praise from the upright is beautiful”
Psalms 33:1
We look forward each week to corporate worship where we exalt the
Most High God with you, His people!
Singing His Praises,
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If you are unable to volunteer on your specified date/time, please find
your own replacement and notify the Children's Dept. Coordinator
with your replacements name - THANK YOU for serving the
children of Smyrna Baptist Church!
February

Feb 5

SS Nursery (9:40) Nursery (10:45)

Toddler 1's & 2's

Toddlers 3's

Children's Church

Peggy Turner &
Brooke Bishop

Marion Rowland

Mary Hunt

Rhonda Kester

Stacey Dyson

Brandi Perkinson

Angie Adkins

Reagan Saye

Gracie Saye

Sierra Servis

Annette Perkinson

Mykalah Dowdy

Shay Tench

Brenda Olgers

Diana Neville

Mason Wells

David Tench

Robert Tench

Cheryl Joyner

Hope Lane

Audrey Erdman

Gina Perkinson

Maggie Coleman

Brandi Barchonowitz

Carla Temple

Lorraine Arnett

Kristin Rowland

Janet Tyler

Sharon Long

Rachael Tucker

Heather Gordon

Tia Wilson

Tami Gibbs

Danna Gammom

Chuck Page

John Gordon

McKenzie Wilson

Donnie Gibbs

Makenzie Gammom

Alexis Page

Feb 12

Feb 19

Feb 26
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Check In (9:45)

Check In (11:00)

Ashley Perkinson

Teri Driscoll

Ashley Bobo

Kalley Saye

Jordan Smith

Angela Walker

Kalley Saye

Kalley Saye
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S my rn a Bap t i s t C h u rc h
C a l e n da r o f E ve n t s - 2 017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

2
6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

5

6

7

945 am SS, Discover Smyrna
& Youth Church
11am Worship Service
Deacon’s Meeting 7pm

12

13

945 am SS, & Youth Church
11am Worship Service

19

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Rm 121 / 930 - 12N

6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

20

21

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Rm 121 / 930 - 12N

27

Newsletter Due
6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Rm 121 / 930 - 12N

American Heritage Girls
Troop VA1897 6-8 pm

SS, & Youth Church
11am Worship Service

@11am

15

945 am SS, & Youth Church
11am Worship Service

26

8

American Heritage Girls
Troop VA1897 6-8 pm

14

Thu

22
6:30pm
Awana / Youth
Mid-Week Worship
Worship Ministry Practice

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

17

18

GriefShare 6-8pm
Prayer Service 630 pm

9
GriefShare 6-8pm
Prayer Service 630 pm

16

BMen Breakfast
Prayer Service 630 pm

23

24

25
AHG - Be My
Valentine
Father/Daughter
Dance

Prayer Service 630 pm

28

945 am

Wednesday, 2/8
@ 11am

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Rm 121 / 930 - 12N

FEBRUARYBIRTHDAYS
1 Ethan Eubank
2 Anna DiRienzo
3 Bernadine Blount
Ben Rowland
4 Tyler Wilson
5 Taylor McCammon
6 Mike Slone
Joyce Andrews
Lorraine Arnettt
Kim Sweat
Josie Sweat
Tanner Wilson
Tukyihai Canaday

7 Rebecca Williamson
Aaron McCormick
8 Debbie Lawrence
Daniel Davis
9 James Servis
10 Palyn Marker
11 Ann Johnson
Janna Cobb
John Austin
Amanda Jones
Leah Hunt
12 Chuck Johnson (Beth)

13 Carl Sims
Jolene Bowers
14 Mary Tucker
15 Cody Jones
Chealsie Jarratt
Joshua Aultman
16 Brianna Edmonds
Will Fox
17 Hunter Shifflett
Alexandra (Alex)
Stone
18 Vicky Jennings
Joshua (J.P.) Aultman
Nash Sober

19 Shannon McCammon
20 Mark Mizzell
21 Sue Ann Fitts
Donnie Sweat
22 John Clay
Christopher Norwood
25 Alana Jung
Kevin Day
Haliza Jane Sims
26 Brenda Olgers
Emma Grace Tench
27 Janet Lawrence
Annette Perkinson
28 Tony Christopher, III

If your name does not appear on our Birthday Calendar that means we do not have
your birthdate in our records. Please call the church @ 469-9363 (Monday - Friday
9am - 4pm) to update the records we have on file or you can update it yourself via
MY SMYRNA on our website www.smyrna1897.org. For help getting setup with
MySmyrna (where you can manage your own data such as address changes, phone,
email changes, view directories, view volunteer opportunities & more!!) call the
church office.
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18971 Carson Road
Dinwiddie, VA 23841
Angela B. Walker, Admin. Asst.
Phone: 804-469-9363
E-mail: admin@smyrna1897.org
www.smyrna1897.org

If you would like to submit information or
an article for publication in the scroll,
please do so by the 15th of each month.

Mission Statement
Smyrna Bap st Church exists for the
purpose of building up a community of
fully equipped believers who give glory
to God with every aspect of their lives.

www.sbcv.org

1st or 2nd time Guest?
Be sure to fill out a Connection Card (in the
pocket on the back of each chair in the Sanctuary) and drop it in the offering plate or text

WELCOME to the number below. We would
love to have a record of your visit!
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