
A Biblical Worldview: Week 7 

 Today’s topic is located in another stream of prominent discussions within our society. 

While we have focused far more on the topic of sexual ethics and the Bible, there are other issues 

that abound in our culture and society. Today’s discussion centers on one of the most prominent, 

the issue of immigration. By now, all of us are aware of the stories of people crossing the border 

and the seemingly endless debate amongst politicians and law enforcement on how to handle the 

subject.  

There are extreme positions on both sides but I’d like to focus today on the question of 

whether or not it is biblical for a government to put in place a policy/law that instructs and 

regulates immigration. Frankly, I hesitated to write this lesson because I was not sure how many 

folks would argue with the idea that governments have the God-given right and responsibility to 

denote a citizen from a non-citizen but it seems like the Bible is often abused and utilized out of 

context to justify a position that is biblically unwarranted. 

1. Question #1: Does the Bible speak explicitly on the subject? 

a. The answer to this is a bit nuanced… there are no verses that speak directly to 

specific immigration policy but there are texts that teach us what God expects 

from our worldly governing bodies 

b. The most explicit amongst them is Romans 13:1-7 (see also 1 Peter 2:13-17) 

i. In this passage, we learn two things that are of note 

1. First, we see that God has established human government 

a. Government is not man’s idea nor is it necessarily evil 

(although it most certainly can manifest its power in evil 

ways) 

b. Instead, the Lord sees man’s need for governing 

authorities and commands men to submit to the 

government until/unless the directive is in opposition to 

God who is the higher authority 

2. Second, we see why God has established human government 

a. He has given us government to reward those who do 

good (i.e. follow the law, assuming the law is biblically 

valid) and punish those who do evil (i.e. break the law, 

assuming the law prohibits behavior that is not biblically 

good or necessary) 

ii. These principles are important here for many reasons 

1. First, they give the governing bodies a decent amount of wiggle 

room in many areas 

a. For instance, the Bible tells us to pay taxes (13:7; 

Matthew 22:21) but it does not give a ceiling. This means 

that there is room for governing bodies to decide what 

an acceptable rate of taxation may be and charge 

accordingly 



b. Some would argue here but I will remind you that Jesus’ 

instructions in Matthew 22 occur in an environment in 

which taxation was seen as oppressive to the Jews… 

nevertheless, the instruction remains 

2. Second, they assume that governing bodies know who they are 

responsible for… a governing body must govern a specific group 

of people or there is no way for the body to know who to 

punish/reward and who is outside of its jurisdiction 

a. This leads to… 

2. Question #2: What biblical principles apply to this topic? 

a. The answer is that Romans 13 assumes that a governing body knows who it is to 

govern AND that a governing body has the ability to enforce laws which, when 

biblically acceptable, define who is doing good and evil 

b. This is where we get into the topic of immigration 

i. Is it wrong for a government to have laws in place that dictate the right 

(“good”) way to enter a country and, conversely, to have laws that 

prohibit entry that is unacceptable? 

ii. The answer is that it is absolutely right for a government to define who it 

governs with laws and have a process in place for people to come  

1. This process, when done correctly, would: 

a. Reward those who do good (i.e., reward those who are 

law-abiding citizens in other places that want to better 

their lives and the lives of their family) 

b. Punish those who do evil (i.e., turn away criminals and 

other menaces to society) 

c. Protect the people within the society by properly vetting 

potential residents 

d. Clearly define who the government oversees and who it 

doesn’t 

e. Guard the good of the citizens by ensuring that their 

money, time, resources are not being consumed by 

people who are not obeying the biblical mandate to obey 

the governing authorities by honoring the law 

2. The basic question here is this, if a government is to oversee a 

people by rewarding good and punishing evil as defined by laws 

that are passed (in accordance with Scripture) then how can a 

government know who to oversee and ensure that laws are 

being followed if there is no way to delineate a citizen from a 

non-citizen?  

a. The answer to that question is that immigration policy is 

the necessary (important word) outworking of a 

government trying to perform its God-given mandate 



3. A few ditches to avoid: 

a. Any policy that would discriminate based on ethnicity or race would be 

condemned by the Scripture by virtue of the teaching that all men have equal 

value as image bearers of God.  

b. Any policy that does not take into account the potential threat of an immigrant 

to a society, particularly an immigrant who has demonstrated an inability/lack of 

desire to obey the laws in his previous country, is biblically unfaithful to God’s 

mandate of rewarding those who do good and punishing evildoers because it 

rewards evildoers (those who have violated laws in other countries) and 

punishes those who do good by subjecting the law abiding citizens to undue 

danger and threats  


