
A Biblical Worldview: Week 5 

 We are going to turn our attention today to a more “in house” issue. Census data tells us that there 

are somewhere in the neighborhood of 210 million (over 60 percent) Christians in the United States of 

America. This means that over half of the population identifies as a believer. Now, we obviously know that 

many people who claim to be Christians are either: belonging to an unorthodox church OR have no 

affiliation with true, biblical Christianity, nevertheless, the simple truth is that millions of individuals claim 

Christ in our society.  

 The same census data tells us that only 28 percent of Christians attend church at least once per 

month. When combined, we see that the majority of confessing Christians in this country are largely 

inactive in local fellowships. I’m sure that the large scale data is affirmed in many of our minds by individual 

encounters and relationships we have. All of us know people who claim to be Christians while being very 

irregular in their church involvement. In fact, there is a popular sentiment amongst believers that going to 

church isn’t necessary at all to be a true disciple. This idea is popular, but is it biblical? Today we are going 

to walk through the same process of examing the Scripture to see what it has to say on this important 

topic. 

1. Are there explicit statements in the Bible? 

a. The answer to this question is a resounding YES! 

b. Hebrews 10:25 is perhaps the most succinct text which speaks on the question 

i. In that passage, the author uses a term that is translated into English as “meet” 

ii. The root term for “meet” is the same word that is often rendered “assembly” 

iii. The idea, in its context, is the formal gathering of the saints on the Lord’s day 

iv. Hebrews is telling us that we should not neglect this gathering… we should be 

present and active in the church 

v. The following material helps explain some (emphasize SOME) of the reasons why 

this is so important 

2. What biblical principles apply? 

a. To begin to see the various biblical principles that help us understand the necessity of 

church attendance, I want to begin with an obvious, but important, statement 

b. Christians are to live in obedience to God’s Word 

i. Deuteronomy 11:1; John 14:15 

ii. In these texts, we see that God is emphatically exhorting us to obey His Word 

iii. We should obey every text, including Hebrews 10:25 but obedience to the Word of 

God in other areas also requires our involvement in a local church 

iv. In fact, there are commands in the Bible that require our church involvement if we 

are going to obey. Consider: 

1. The command in Matthew 18:15-17 

a. How can one obey the command to tell the church about a brother 

in sin if one doesn’t belong to a church? The answer is obvious… he 

can’t 

b. This means that Matthew 18 assumes the teaching of Hebrews 10 

that a true disciple must be present and active in a church if he will 



be in submission to Christ’s instruction in times in which he is sinned 

against 

2. The teaching of 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12 

a. These two texts teach us that each person has been gifted to serve 

within the body of Christ 

b. We each have different abilities and talents that are to be leveraged 

in unison with others in order for the body of Christ to function 

c. What is the body of Christ? The answer is the church and the church 

global is manifest in the church local 

d. Stated simply, one could not possibly and meaningfully employ their 

gifts in cooperation with others in the body of Christ if they are not 

associated with brothers and sisters in the body of Christ 

3. The command of Hebrews 13:17 

a. This passage has been abused but it bears mentioning, the command 

in this text is for believers to obey their “leaders” 

b. Who are their leaders? Contextually speaking, the leaders in the 

church are the local pastors of the congregation 

c. The command is to apply to all believers in this way: men and 

women are to submit to their leaders in the local body of Christ 

d. How can one submit to a leader in the church if he or she doesn’t 

belong to a church? They can’t which means that we cannot honor 

the clear teaching of Deuteronomy 11 and John 14 without being a 

part of the body of Christ, specifically being a part as we submit to 

the command of Hebrews 10 to gather together every Lord’s day 

c. A few other thoughts: 

i. While it is true that the Bible gives us a clear perspective on the topic of church 

involvement/attendance, it is also true that we have good reasons and even 

promised blessings from our involvement 

ii. Encouragement: 

1. The author of Hebrews tells us that one product of our gathering together is 

that we would be “stirred up” to good works 

a. The idea is that we would be encouraged and emboldened to 

continue living an obedient life  

b. The gathering is a primary means of grace whereby God motivates us  

iii. Instruction 

1. Pastors are called to equip the saints for work of ministry (Ephesians 4:11-

12) and a primary way that this happens is through the preached Word of 

God 

2. When we gather together, we are gathering to hear the Word of God taught 

for the purpose of our edification and instruction which leads to our faithful 

ministry 


