
A Biblical Worldview: Week 4 

 Today’s subject might be one of the most prominent and hotly contested in our culture 

today. Over the past several months, the topic of abortion has been front and center in light of the 

Supreme Court’s ruling and the push in various states to enact legislation in response. There are 

many pithy phrases that drive the narrative in our society but, as Christians, our responsibility is not 

to acquiesce to trite slogans, we must search the Scripture to see what God would say on the topic. 

The good news is that the Bible gives us direction and as we walk through our grid of interpretation, 

we will see biblical truths that guide our conclusions. 

1. Is the Bible explicit on the topic? 

a. This is a little bit more of an involved question than last week 

b. Last week there were clear verses that spoke directly about homosexuality 

i. This week, there is no text that uses the term “abortion” but this does not 

mean that we are left without any guidance moving forward 

c. The Bible is explicit about two things that, when added together, lead us to 

conclusions about the topic of abortion 

i. First, the Bible is explicit that life should not be taken devoid of serious 

transgression 

1. Murder is condemned as a sin in various Scriptures throughout the 

Word of God (Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17; James 2:11) 

2. Furthermore, Christ affirmed, and even escalated the prohibition 

against murder when He said that murder is sinful and even the sin 

of hatred (which can lead to murder if unchecked, see Cain and Abel) 

is condemned by God 

3. There are reasons for this prohibition 

a. First and foremost, the Bible teaches that man is made in the 

image of God (Genesis 1:27) which means that we represent 

Him and have supreme value as His image bearers in the 

world 

b. Second, the prohibition against murder recognizes man’s 

standing in creation. Mankind does not have the right to take 

that which he did not give. God is Sovereign over His creation 

and is the right determiner of who lives and who dies 

ii. Second, the Bible shows us that God considers an unborn child a life 

1. In Exodus 21:22-25 we see that the penalty for harming a pregnant 

woman resulting in the death of her unborn child (via miscarriage) is 

the same as the punishment for murdering a person who has already 

been born 

2. The point is that God has determined that the forcible and wrongful 

harm of an unborn child is as grave as that of harming any other 

human being 

3. If the penalty fits the crime then the equal penalty of killing an 

unborn child communicates God’s evaluation of the transgression 



d. Taken together, we see that God condemns murder and the definition of murder 

includes the unborn 

2. Second, what biblical principles are brought to bear on the topic 

a. There are many passages that communicate to us regarding God’s view of unborn 

children 

b. We see, for instance, that God: 

i. Take great care in creating them 

1. Psalm 139:13-14 

2. In this passage, David makes it clear that God was intimately 

involved in the process of His creation 

3. The care the Lord took to “knit” him together (and by proxy every 

person who has been born) is a demonstration of God’s design and 

concern 

ii. Affirms the vitality of an unborn child 

1. You will notice that we are not using the term “fetus” because the 

phrase has the baggage of depersonalizing a child 

2. When Jesus was still in Mary’s womb, the Bible shows us that 

another unborn child had the mental cognition and joy of affirming 

Christ’s identity 

a. Luke 1:41 

b. This is significant because it shows us that God had the 

cognition and vitality to respond 

c. It is further significant because it demonstrates John’s 

capacity to already begin to fulfill his God-given task of 

proclaiming the identity and presence of the Messiah 

iii. Affirms the gift of children 

1. The Bible has no category for looking at children as anything but a 

blessing 

2. In fact, the Scripture says that children are a heritage from the Lord 

and a gift that should be celebrated and affirmed as evidence of 

God’s favor (Psalm 127:3-5) 

3. The conversation of unwanted pregnancy is totally foreign to the 

Scriptures 

iv. Affirms God’s design for His creation beginning at conception 

1. Jeremiah 1:5 and Isaiah 49:1 & 5 are excellent examples of God’s 

testimony that His plan for people begins even prior to their birth 

2. There is no biblical category for unrealized life, instead the Bible tells 

us that God has designs for His children even before they exit their 

mother’s womb 

3. Taken together, we have a clear testimony that children are valued by the Lord even prior to 

their birth, that they constitute real life and that they are protected under the law of God as 

genuine people. We see that God creates each individual with care, affirms their 

personhood even in the womb, tells us (unequivocally) that children are a blessing and we 

are told that God has a design for His creation that reaches beyond their physical birth.  


