
On October 26th, 2014 the Sunnyview Free Will 
Baptist celebrated their 75th anniversary during 
the evening service. There was a short song service 
followed by the reading of a brief history of the 
church.

In the 1930's a minister of the Pentecostal faith 
came to the neighbourhood and held a brush ar-
bour meeting in the pasture north of the Sunny-
view Store. Later, services were moved to the Bee 
Branch Schoolhouse. An acre of land was donated 
by Nellie Starnes Guynn and work began on a small 
home for the pastor and later a church building. 
Clint Starnes furnished most of the logs. Before 
the church house was finished, the church was dis-
banded.

On October 16, 1938, a Free Will Baptist Church 
was organized by Revs. Bob Reid, T.J. (Jeff) Peter-
son, Nelson Reid and Curtis Wilson. Curtis Wil-
son served as the first Pastor.  Sunny View Church 
joined the Laclede County Association in 1939 
during their 36th session.

On August 10, 1944, a meeting was held to appoint 
a committee to see about plans for a new church. 
The committee decided to make the building, 24’ x 
32’. A donation of $38.00 was made to pay for the 
cement. Over the next few years, the back portion of 
the church was added and in April 1982 construc-
tion of the kitchen and Sunday school rooms were 
added. The bathrooms were added to the front of 
the church.  In April 2002, construction of the fel-
lowship hall was added.

In 2010, the church began construction of the new 
church building.  Land was donated for the Gar-
dens of Memories Cemetery. On December 12th, 
2010, the first service in the new church was held. 
The dedication service was held in June, 2012.

A list of pastors was read, many of which have pass 
away. Those still living are Gerald Dame, Edwin 

Kinchelow, Jerry Ward, Dean Davis, Sammy Dis-
mang, Scotty Myers, John Uder, Gary Hutsell, Ed-
ward Ruble, and the current pastor, Bruce Doublin.

Scotty Myers was the first speaker of the evening. 
He shared memories of growing up and how he 
came to Sunnyview. He also told of the history, and 
read from 2 Corinthians 5: 20-21.

Jimmy Starnes spoke of his mother, Alta Starnes, 
who started coming to Sunnyview in 1940. This 
was the only church that she and her family ever 
attended. Alta had been a member of the church 
for about 71 years at the time of her death. Jim-
my, and his wife, Patsy, were married in 1958 at 
Sunnyview, left for a while, then returned to attend 
church here. Jimmy also spoke about how Teddy 
Starnes and Denny Starnes continued to bring Alta 
to church until because of health she could no lon-
ger attend. Jimmy said he hoped the younger gen-
eration would take over and help the church con-
tinue to grow for another 75 years.

Bruce Doublin has been at Sunnyview for 7 years, 
and would like to see the church continue to grow 
also.  Bruce spoke about how good it is that any-
time someone needs help with any need, there is 
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always someone that is willing to help. We are all 
blessed to have a church family like this.

Robin Jones told about how Teddy Starnes called 
her in 2007, about playing the piano. She came 
down, tried out and has been playing the piano 
ever since. She told stories of how her and her 
husband Kevin’s lives have been changed. Kevin 
spoke of attending and being saved. Kevin and 
Robin celebrated their 25th Wedding anniversary 
in the old church on the Sunday before the old 
church was torn down.

Vicki Myers recalled memories of people from 
the past. She wanted us to honor those like Lester 
and Clara Rhoades as well as Judy Starnes who 
have been here for several years. Lester and Clara 
Rhoades are the oldest couple and Lester is the 
longest standing deacon. Lester was already at-
tending when Clara began attending in 1954. In 
1955, they were married by Paul Bliss, who was 
preaching at that time. Vicki said her fondest 
memory was the “Amen Corner.”

Jan Eilenstine spoke of how there was such a 
sweet spirit in the sanctuary during this service, 
and also sang "He Touched Me".  Other specials 
were "How Great Thou Art" presented by Wade 
Doublin with Robin Jones on the piano, and "Ap-
plause" by Mary Leer and Beth Schmoutey.

Mary Leer started coming to Sunnyview when 
wood stoves warmed the church. She was saved 
at the age of 12, was a Sunday school teacher, 
and helped with many plays. She and her hus-
band, Arnie were married in the church 46 years 

ago. They have 4 children, several grand and great 
grandchildren.

Eric Armstrong spoke of how this church has 
been a blessing to their family. He grew up in the 
area around the church and feels fortunate to be 
able to serve the Lord for as long as the Lord will 
allow.

Paul Doublin also spoke of some of his memories.

October was also Pastor Appreciation Month. The 
church presented Bruce and his wife, Debbie with 
a gift. We were dismissed to the fellowship hall for 
food and fellowship.

On this occasion we celebrated the church and all 
the brothers and sisters in Christ, past and pres-
ent that have kept the church doors open. We give 
praise, honour, and glory to God for His blessings 
on all those that worship here.

~Written by Beth Schmoutey

Lester and Clara Rhoades, the oldest couple and 
longest standing deacon.

Sunnyview FWB Church is located on
 Highway 32 about nine miles east of 

Lebanon, MO in Laclede County.  

Sunday School: 10:00 am
Sunday Morning: 11:00 am
Sunday Evening: 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening: 7:00 pm


