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A Couch to 5M Thanksgiving Exercise
A needed and popular trend in physical exercise is the “Couch 
to 5K.”  Participants begin a very simple routine of short (30 
seconds or more) walking and running variations with periodic 
time increases to the point of being able to complete a 5 kilom-
eter (3.1 miles) walk or run.  Thousands have done it successfully 
resulting in a healthier, happier lifestyle.  

I would like for us to consider a Couch to 5 Minute Thanksgiv-
ing Exercise.  Whether you are reading this issue of the Gem 
from your couch, recliner, computer screen or portable device, 
you can, and should participate.  All you will need is an ink pen 
and a few minutes.

One of the characteristics of society, which includes Christians, 

Are you willing to take this challenge a step further?  If so, 
would you buy a couple of boxes of simple, inexpensive “Thank 
You” cards and write a short note of appreciation to the people 
you mentioned above?  You might even get a sheet of paper 
and write a note to God expressing your thanks to Him.  If that 
sounds silly to you, look at how many times the writers of the 
Psalms expressed their sentiments to God in writing.  

One final challenge.  If you will be with your family during 

I AM THANKFUL TO GOD FOR MY 
SPOUSE BECAUSE:
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

I AM THANKFUL TO GOD FOR MY 
CHURCH BECAUSE:
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

I AM THANKFUL FOR MY 
PASTORAL FAMILY BECAUSE:
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

I AM THANKFUL TO GOD FOR:
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

TO SHOW MORE GRATITUDE 
IN THE FUTURE I WILL:
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

I REPENT FOR BEING 
UNTHANKFUL FOR :
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

AT THIS SEASON IN MY LIFE I AM 
ESPECIALLY THANKFUL FOR:
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
__________________________

I AM THANKFUL TO GOD FOR MY 
FAMILY BECAUSE:
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

is that we will become increasingly unthankful.  2 Timothy 3:2,  
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy.

That being said, God is always good and kind even when we are 
ungrateful.   Luke 6:35, But love ye your enemies, and do good, 
and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be 
great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind 
unto the unthankful and to the evil.

Would you take a few minutes and jot down what you are thank-
ful for in the following areas.  To make this even more engaging, 
make up some categories of your own.

Thanksgiving, take a moment to verbalize your gratitude to 
those you mentioned above.  

We live at a time when it is easy to be negative, cynical, criti-
cal and even bitter.  Expressing our thankfulness to God, and 
to others both verbally and in writing, helps us to cultivate a 
more positive attitude and demeanor.  We, and those around 
us will be thankful for that as well.
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from the Missions Director, Frank Webster

Successful Fundraisers

The threat of rain caused some fair 
weather golfers to miss the 8th an-
nual 2 Man Scramble for Missions 
that took place on Aug 27 in Cuba, 
MO. However the Lord blessed with 
a great day and the event took place 
without any problems.  The winning 
teams were: 1st place Warren Hall and Ray Paxton; 2nd place Ted Fondopolus 
and Frank Webster; 3rd went to James Mize and Rich Webb.  MO FWB Missions 
is thankful to event organizer, Leroy Bryant, for his work in this fund raiser!  

The 2016 Shoot For Missions raised $1,100.00 for National Missions this year through 10 participating teams.  Organizers Jeff Moore 
and Chris Burkhart were pleased with the turnout, and with the perfect weather the Lord provided.  The top shooter for the day was 
Danny Clark of Lebanon 1st and he was part of the first place team of himself, Jimmy Becker, Tyler Clark and AJ Bowman.  2nd place 
was also a Lebanon 1st team comprised of: Jon Chastain, Wade Rodden, Aaron Burke and David Chastain of Green Hills FWB.  There 
was a tie for third with a Lebanon 1st team and a team from Oak Grove FWB in Norwood.  Lebanon was - Shawn Morgan, David Coff-
man, Larry Deckard, and BJ Stevens; then from Oak Grove it was Ron Wright, Joel Wright, Zack Slagel and Jim Hurt.  

A note from Frank - It was been so exciting to see how God is moving among our MO FWB families!  God is working 
in our Camp Ministries, Youth Ministries, Senior Adult Ministries and in all our many ministries throughout our state.  MO FWB 
Missions has experienced His blessings as well by seeing many lives changes, families following His righteousness by committing 
in marriage, and churches being developed throughout Missouri.  It is equally exciting to see His hand of blessing on our National 
Church Planting efforts that is resulting in hundreds annually coming to know Christ as Savior and through our International efforts 
that are also seeing many hundreds accepting Christ annually.  

You can be a part of all three of these mission areas by supporting the Show Me Plan monthly.  A commitment of $25, or more, a 
month will allow us to do more in our State, Nation and World.  We receive those blessings through your FWB church, at momis-
sions.com or by way of automatic withdraw. God is on the move and is blessing while we all seek to reach out further, together.

To see baptism pictures from Troy and Cabool see the Church News pages.

Two Man Scramble

Shoot for Missions

1 2

3 3



STICKY NOTES
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MISSIONS

Jenny is
 in MO 

raising fu
nds to 

return t
o Spain. 

First Day FWB in Cabool had a church donated to them. This allows them to hold simultaneous services on Sunday. 

Resolve FWB in 

Osage Beach have 

resumed regular 

weekly services

Stonebridge FWB in 

Troy baptized five 

during their Church 

in the Park service.

Team Cape 
connected with 
hundreds through 
the SE MO Fair in 
Cape Girardeau.  Due to att

endance in 

small facilities, 
both 

Keystone FW
B in 

Greensburg 
and Flagship 

in Erie are 
preparing to

 

do two Sunday se
rvices.  

Ken & 
Judy

Bailey 
are ba

ck 

in Toky
o

Show Me P
lan end

-

ed Sep
tember at

 

$291,77
6 which is 

$8,224
 under

 goal.  

Lydia Provow had 
an interview in the 
Svistov, Bulgaria newspaper about 

why her family is in Bulgaria.
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First Day Baptism
Pastor Randy 

Gaddis baptized 
Emma Stigall and 
Charles Rodgers 
on August 28th.

Praise God for 
this good report 
from the church 

in Cabool.

Amity FWB

The children at Amity collect 
Pennies for Christ. Sunday, 
Juy 31st, the church had 40 in 
attendance church and gave 
15 children $15.00, from the 
penny fund, to help buy sup-
plies for school. Following the 
service they had a picnic lunch.   

Pastor Leroy Bryant and the congregation at the Oak Hill FWBC in 
Union, MO give praise to the Lord.   On August 26, Pastor Leroy had 
the privilege of baptizing Sami, Gabi, and Allison Simpson. It was an 
honor for him because he also did their baby dedications.

Oak Hill  Baptism

Ozark Baptism
The First Free Will Baptist Church of Ozark is 
very excited about what God is doing in their 
church.  So far this year they have baptized 19 and 
12 have come to know 
Christ! 

Pastor Gary and the 
congregation are look-
ing forward to seeing 
what God has in store 
for them the remainder 
of 2016 and in the years 
to come!

Trenton 
Graham

Temprance
Reed

Kady Ellis

Jacob 
Blakenship

Right: Cailie Youngmon

Kylee 
Youngmon

Kya Crawshaw

Sunday, August 7th, Rosalia Lococ and her son 
Noah joined the church and were baptized by 
pastor J.W. O’Neal at Kilburn Bridge. They flew 
back to their home in California, where 
their apartment had been flooded.  She 
confesses that the Lord strengthened 
her through the difficulties. They plan 
to move to Missouri next year.  Please 
keep them in your prayers. 
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Union Grove News
Pastor Zach Williams 
has baptized several, 
most recently Jacob 
Johnson.

Prior to beginning 
classes the teens of 
Union Grove Church 
gathered to begin 
the school year with 
prayer.

Parkway Baptism
On August 14th pastor Dan Talbot (center) 
baptized Shawn Sylva and Jackie Hoehns.

On Sunday September 11th the Heritage FWB 
Church in Poplar Bluff celebrated their annual 
“Day in the Park” with a surprise recognition of 
Pastor Don Richmann serving 50 years in the 
ministry.

On September 11th the 
Cuba FWB Church held 
it’s annual church picnic 
at Bird’s Nest Lodge on 
the Meramec River just 
outside of Steelville, Mis-
souri. Approximately 65 
people were in attendance 
on a beautiful and blessed day. Two 12 year old boys were baptized by 
pastor Don Martin at the conclusion of a wonderful outdoor worship 
service.

Pictured with Pastor Martin are Jaden Schmidt (L) and Cy Cape (R). 
Both boys received the Lord at FWB Youth Camp this year.

Cuba 

Notice: 
When sending baptism pictures 

to the GEM please be aware that 
due to space issues group photos 

are preferred. Thank you.

These events are shared so that we might rejoice 
together in what God is doing in our MO churches.  

Any and all glory is for God and God alone!

On August 28, 2016, 89 
family members and 
friends gathered on 
the banks of the North 
Fork River near Dora, 
Mo. to witness eight 
young people and adults follow the Lord in baptism. At the end of 
the service Ron Blanks, pastor of First Free Will Baptist Church, West 
Plains, asked if there was anyone else who had been saved that had 
not yet been baptized and one young lady from the crowd came for-
ward and was baptized.

First at 
West Plains

On September 11, 2016, Brandon 
Mankey had the pleasure of baptizing 
Hunter Rector.

Calvary Chapel
     Baptism

50 Years of Ministry
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Outreach: Vacation Bible School 
Union Grove FWB
We had anywhere from 80-105 kids 
each night. Our theme was Keep Fight-
ing the Good Fight Romans 8:31 "What 
shall we then say, if God he for us who 
can be against us."

Seymour FWB

On July 13-16 Vacation Bible School was held.  The theme was Cowabunga Farms 
with lessons about Joseph.  The children made prayer boxes. The 16th was Fun 
Day where the children brought their parents.  The day including petting zoo, 
bounce houses, pictures with "monster truck" themed Hotdogs and chips. They 
had an average of 40 children.  It was a blessing to reach out to the children.

Hopewell FWB Celebrates 95 Years
Hopewell FWB Church at Tunas recently celebrated their 95th year and 
40th annual Homecoming with a time of worship, fellowship and fine 
food, followed by praise in song with over one hundred attending.  

A history of Hopewell was written by Eva Marie Glor and presented by 
her daughter Evonne Nutting.  Eva is celebrationg 74 years of Hopewell 
Church membership

Our church plant in Troy held a `Church in the Park` event in September.  Through 
this event there were 85 who enjoyed the music, preaching and the baptism of 5 
who had previously accepted the Lord as their Savior and joined the family of God.  
The Stonebridge FWB Church has been experiencing steady growth since Mike and 
Debbie Dankson arrived almost two years ago. They have also made several facil-
ity improvements.  This ministry, which started as a combined effort between the 
Mid-Rivers Association and MO FWB Missions, has been effective in the Troy com-
munity and we are excited to see that God is still using this effort to spread His love 
and message further. 

Stonebrige FWB
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VBS...a short-term event with long-term results. The 
methods you use will create memories.  The message 
you share will change lives.
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Cross Roads welcomed Rev. Justin 
Ruble as their new pastor earlier 
this year.  Justin answered the call 
to preach in September of 2013 
and was licensed to preach under 
the Niangua Association.    

Upon resigning as pastor of the Bailey Chapel FWB 
church, Justin preached in several churches without pas-
tors.  A few months later the Lord led Justin and his wife, 
Melissa, to Cross Roads.  They are very excited to see what 
the Lord has in store as they reach out to the lost and try 
to grow the congregation in Spirit and in number.  

Justin is not the first Ruble to pastor Cross Roads.  His 
grandparents, Edward and Betty Ruble pastored the 
church twice for nearly 20 years total.  He is also the great 
nephew of FWB ministers Nathan and Milan Ruble who 
were raised up in the Cross Roads area.

Justin is currently licensed to preach through the Liberty 
Association.  Justin and Melissa recently received some 
very exciting news.  They are going to be parents in March 
of 2017.

Meet Our Pastor:
        Cross Roads FWB 

On August 28th the Myrtle church congregation honored Geneva 
Sorrell, Bob & Mary Sorrell and Dale Huddle, who have faithfully 
served in the church for over 50 years.  Pastor Bion Irwin pre-
sented them with a recognition plaque and expressions of appreci-
ation were shared.  Sister Geneva Sorrels was unable to attend due 

to being hospital-
ized but received 
her plaque in the 
hospital room.

Myrtle FWB Faithful Members

Verdella FWB WAC The September meeting of the Verdella FWB Women Active for Christ had a Central 
Asian theme. Women and girls heard about a member's trip to Central Asia (CA) with 
The Hanna Project. One of the team's meetings with the women's group  in CA was 

replicated, including a Bible account of 2 
Kings 4, chai (tea), snacks similar to those 
served in CA and wearing head coverings.  

For more information about The Hanna 
Project vist: hannaproject.com

Fordland Tent Revival

Hazel Creek FWB 
Celebrates120 Years
Praise the Lord! For 120 years, Hazel 
Creek has been preaching  The Word!  We 
had a wonderful time sharing memories 
together while making new ones. Previ-
ous pastor, Bro. Randy Bishop, did a great job 
delivering God's Word. Thanks to everyone 
who joined us in the celebration! 

The Fordland and Seymour FWB churches 
celebrated a tent revival with the Danny 
Ledbetter family on the recently dedicated 
property acquired by the Fordland Church.  
God ministered through songs and the 
preaching each night to the large crowd 
that attended.   Pastors Dan Cottengim and 
Derek Terry are seeing God change lives in 
their churches.  



“The best conference I have ever attended.”  “I wish I had attend-
ed this earlier in my ministry.”  “This is so biblically grounded 
and not another list of ‘How To’ do ministry or another pro-
gram driven presentation.”  These were just a few of the com-
ments that were expressed by the 53 leaders and pastors who 
attended the ‘Embers to a Flame’ conference hosted by the Mis-
souri State FWB Association and held at the Generations FWB 
Church in Joplin.  The Generations Church did an outstanding 
job of making everyone feel very comfortable.  According to 
Rebecca Caskey, office assistant for the Embers ministry, “This 
was one of the best conferences we have had.  The Generations 
congregation has done a wonderful job!”  Attendees were chal-
lenged to look at the spiritual health and vitality of themselves 
and their congregations from a Biblical perspective.  Dr. Harry 
Reeder led those attending through a captivating study of the 
spiritual journey of the church in Ephesus, along with Paul’s 
admonitions to Timothy and Titus regarding health and vital-
ity in the local church.   We want to thank the gracious mem-
bers of the Generations Church along with Pastor Jerald Bass 
for their excellent hospitality. 
 
Several MOFWB pastors are planning to attend the next Em-
bers to a Flame Conference in Birmingham, Alabama, to be 
held January 21-24, 2017.  If there is one conference that I 
would encourage you and your church leaders to attend, this 

would be it.  For more 
information call Stan 
Bunch at the MOFWB 
State Office 417-532-
6537 or go online www.
emberstoaflame.org. 

~Stan Bunch

A Conference on
Church Revitalizationflame

    FROM
EMBERS
      TO A
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M O F W B

“For some time our church attendance has dwindled to just a hand-
ful of attendees.  Most of us are discouraged, older and at times we 
have discussed closing the church.  If we should decide to close, what 
should we do?”

This is a very relevant, yet sad question, but one of reality.  Our 
initial step of action would be to assess the congregation in an 
attempt to determine what might be done to avoid closing.  If it 
is determined that closure is inevitable, there are some things we 
should consider. First, it is important to know that you are not 
alone in this frustration.  There are thousands of congregations 
facing the same challenge.  All of the churches mentioned in the 
New Testament, at some point, ceased having regular corporate 
services.  That being said, the influence and ministries of those 
churches has continued to this day, which brings up another 
thought.  The fact that a church ceases to hold regular services 
does not mean that the ministry of that congregation has died.  
There are numerous ministers, teachers, godly business owners, 
missionaries and very committed believers who are active in lo-
cal churches today, but whose “home” church may have closed 

at some point in time.  Services ceased in the local church 
but the ministry through people who were influenced by that 
same church continues forward.  Thirdly, closing a church 
can be a motive for celebration and renewed vision.  Celebra-
tion?  Yes, celebrating what God has done, remembering His 
blessings, praising Him for those He has called and sent into 
various ministries or around the world.  Your church, at some 
point, touched lives for God’s glory.  That is not a small thing.  
The congregation may cease meeting together at the “church” 
but the “Church” will continue through those who have been 
reached.  Another factor to consider is what to do with the 
building and assets.  A congregation can see their testimony 
continue by giving their building and assets to the Missouri 
FWB Mission Board, the Niangua Youth Camp, or the State 
Association.  Those same assets then become the continuing 
ministry of that congregation through helping to financially 
start a new church, reach youth through summer camp ses-
sions, or by helping to revitalize other churches and poten-
tially help them to avoid getting to the point of closing.  The 
Missouri State Free Will Baptist Executive Department is here 
to help congregations as they pray and work through difficult 
decisions such as this.   If we can be of service to you, please 
do not hesitate to call.

~Stan Bunch,  417-718-7717 

This is My Question 
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Welch College enrolled 348 students from 23 states, 
one U.S. territory, and three other countries (Bulgaria, Canada 
and Cuba) for the 2016 fall semester, according to Provost Greg 
Ketteman.  8 Students are from Missouri.

Ketteman said, “We are pleased to see a healthy fall enrollment 
that includes a very promising freshman class. Enrollment in our 
graduate, online, and Lifetime Learning programs will continue 
through the semester and we anticipate final semester enroll-
ment to approach 375 students.”

At press time the college reported 173 dormitory students, 28 

Welch College 
Enrollment Increases Again
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Randall University celebrated 50 years on the Moore, OK cam-
pus on September 13, 2016. The Moore City Council declared 
the day Randall University Day for the community. “I believe 
God has always had a plan for this college, and it’s going to grow,” 
Rev. Henry Braisher, who was a student of the university in 1966, 
said to current students gathered at the school’s chapel. “You 
need to support it with your prayers, and support it with your 
finances. Thank God for Randall University.”

Board Chair, Rev. Jeff Blair spoke of his four years at Randall 
before graduating in 1999. The university is where he met his 
wife and made the decision to pursue a career in ministry. “This 
is a great gift you have been given,” he told students, “to have a 
president who knows your name and who you can talk to, to 

Marks 50 Years in Moore

Pictured: Rev. Henry Braisher, middle right, who was part 
of Randall University's inaugural class in 1966, and Rev. Jeff 
Blair, a 1999 Graduate and board of trustee chair, cut the rib-
bon to celebrate the college's 50th anniversary outside the 
school chapel September 21st in Moore.

have teachers who care about you and your relationship with the 
Lord.”

While it continues to grow, in enrollment and academics, Presi-
dent Eaton states that Randall is still “Equipping men and wom-
en to make a difference by serving Christ in their careers, the 
Church, and society at large.”

Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our country 
can never be repaid.  They have earned our undying gratitude. 

~President Harry S. Truman

With respect, honor and gratitude
    We say, “ Thank you !”

Honoring All Who Served

VETERAN’S DAY

commuter students, 19 graduate students, 5 Adult Degree Pro-
gram students, 66 Online/Lifetime Learning students, and 57 
dual enrollment students. Officials set the fall semester 2016 full-
time student equivalency (FTE) at 262. 

By classification they include 63 Freshmen, 58 Sophomores, 66 
Juniors, and 51 Seniors, as well as graduate, non-degree part-
time, and dual enrollment students. 

President Matt Pinson said, “With 348 enrolled students at Welch 
College, this fall represents the highest headcount we’ve seen in 
ten years. Our FTE is up nearly 5%, and dorm, online, and dual 
enrollment also continue to grow. Last spring Welch launched 
its graduate program, and already we have nearly 20 students 
enrolled in graduate courses. These developments are positive 
and encouraging, and we are thankful to God for His provisions 
during this momentous time of excitement and transition.”
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If a church has a restricted fund, such as a building fund, can 
the church borrow from the fund for an unrelated purpose as 
long as it is made clear that the money will be repaid?

In most states, borrowing from a donor restricted account is prohibited. In some states it is considered theft (a criminal offense), 
even with a formal promissory note. In some states, it is considered a breach of fiduciary duty by those who approved the loan. And 
in some states, it is considered a violation of the deceptive trade practices statute allowing any donor to the fund or the attorney 
general to sue for damages, punitive damages, and attorneys' fees. If the restricted account is created by the church board and it only 
holds funds transferred from the general fund, then the board can remove the restriction and transfer the funds to the general fund. 
In general, however, it is a bad idea. Equally bad is pledging the restricted account as collateral for a third-party loan.  Taken from 
Richard Hammer – “Church & Law Essential Reminders”

~ Frank Sommerville

The Promise of Arminian Theology: 
     Essays in Honor of F. Leroy Forlines
edited by: Matthew Steven Bracey and W. Jackson Watts

Writers of The Prom-
ise of Arminian The-
ology collaborated to 
celebrate and honor 
F. Leroy Forlines for 
the foundations he 
has laid for future 

generations toward Christian faithfulness. This book ex-
plores aspects of Forlines' work through summary, synthe-
sis, analysis, and critical engagement. 

In this volume, the writers describe his personal contribu-
tions to theological thinking and biblical interpretation as 
well as the personal impact of Forlines. They also expound 
on key principles from the core of Forlines’ teachings. For all 
of his professional life, Forlines served the Free Will Baptist 
denomination giving vital direction and shaping the under-
standing of Reformed Arminianism. The work also includes 
personal tributes from family and close friends. Readers will 
come away with a greater appreciation for the legacy of a 
Christian life lived well.
 
About the Editors: Matthew Steven Bracey teaches at Welch 
College in Nashville, TN, where he also serves as registrar 
and law and policy advisor. He teaches courses in history, 

law, and theology. He holds degrees from Welch College 
(B.A.), Beeson Divinity School (M.T.S), and Cumberland 
School of Law (J.D.). He is a co-founder and senior editor 
of the Helwys Society Forum (thehsf.com). He has written a 
number of popular and scholarly articles. Matthew lives in 
the Nashville area with his wife, Sarah.

W. Jackson Watts is the pastor of Grace Free Will Baptist 
Church in the St. Louis metro area, where he has served 
since 2011. He is a graduate of Welch College (B.A.), South-
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary (M.Div.), and Duke 
Divinity School (Th.M.). He is also completing a doctorate 
in theology and culture at Concordia Seminary. Watts is the 
author of Biblical Beliefs: Doctrines Believers Should Know, 
and a co-founder and senior editor of the Helwys Society 
Forum. He serves in denominational leadership roles at both 
the state and national levels. Jackson and his wife, Mckensie, 
live in Pevely, Missouri.
 
Contributing Authors: Andrew Ball, James Forlines, Jon For-
lines, Kevin L. Hester, Matthew McAffee, Edward E. Moody 
Jr., Phillip T. Morgan, David Outlaw, Jesse F. Owens, Robert 
E. Picirilli, J. Matthew Pinson, Barry Raper, and Christopher 
Talbot

Can the Church Borrow    
From a Restricted Fund?
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Christmas comes during the Dry 
Season.  Yuck.  The grass is brown, 
the air is filled with smoke from 
burning fields, soot ashes and a 
multitude of air-borne germs, 
making it high season for pneumonia, 
meningitis and such.  Keeping the house 
clean is an impossible task.  Notepads are not 
necessary: just leave a message in the dust on any piece 
of furniture.  Why, even breathing can require thought 
and effort! It is a drab, dreary and sometimes discour-
aging part of the year.  Sniffle, sniffle, cough, cough!  
Yet, I want to be in Africa for Christmas!

In the larger towns, the stores are stuffed with battery-
operated plastic toys.  Young eyes appear to be even 
larger than normal as they dream of obtain such gifts, 
which they most likely will never hold in their arms. 

                   Believers celebrate Christmas as it should be,                    
                   thanking God for His Son, Emmanuel - God 
                   with us!

                        Normally, Christians gather at church on 
                  Christmas Eve.  We sang, prayed and gave tes-
                timonies and hear sermons.  Then the process 
           was repeated again.  It was a wonderful, all-night    
     affair of sharing joy!

Being true Baptists, most churches delegated a com-
mittee of women to spend the two days before the  holi-
day in gathering and preparing food for the meal to-
          gether on Christmas Day.  It was a hard, time con-
                  suming process.  The African ladies took pride 
                     in making wise choices for the sauce; making 
                             sure the tropical drinks made from dried 
                               leaves, pineapples and other fruits were 
                                just perfect and then placing them all in     
                              plastic bags to be kept in the  missionary’s 
                           refrigerator until the meal.

After spending all night at church, most eve-
ryone was already present for the big service 
on Christmas Day.  Many other people had 
been invited to this special time together.  
The benches were crowded, the churches 

were full; the air filled with singing, praying 
and preaching.  It was hot.  Sunday School kids, 
sometimes with new outfits, were nervous as they 
repeated Bible verses.  After the final “Amen”, we 
gathered around the huge pan of rice and sauce 
with a  slice of bread on the side.  The plastic 
bags of cooled drinks were given out - yummy!

Christmas in Africa is a time of being together, 
praising God for His Gift: The Gift that is eternal, 
that cannot be stolen and is available for 
everyone everywhere.

Christmas in Africa

“Ivorian Bits and Pieces” by Carol Pinkerton. 
Aptly entitled, this book is a collection of stories from 
Jerry and Carol’s 36 years in the Ivory Coast mission field.  
After the initial cost, all proceeds go back to Africa to help 
the FWB ordained African pastor’s children in their edu-
cation, a need that is very dear to Carol’s heart.

Availavble atAmazon & Barnes and Noble

O
rd

er

 for Christm
as

an excerpt from “Ivorian Bits and Pieces”



Be Our GuestM O W A C  Retreat

Hebrews 13:2

Upon this Rock
$15.00 + S&H

Genuine Leather
Thompson Chain 

Study Bible
$50.00 + S&HO

rd
er

 for Christm
as

LIMITED QUANTITY 

Conctact the MOFWB State Office to order your copy
1-866-532-6537 or mofreewillbaptist@gmail.com

“Be Our Guest” was the theme
 for the weekend…. One hundred
 thirty women traveled to Ramada 
Oasis September 23 and 24, ready 
to fellowship, worship, be blessed 
and have fun….. and they did!

Starting with a challenging Mission-
ary Photo Scavenger Hunt  (won by
 the Cross Roads Ladies), the ladies
 kicked into gear and were excited 
and ready for a weekend of 
sharing from our home 
missionaries to Greensburg, 
Pennsylvania, Jenna Altom 
and Pam Jones, accompan- 

ied by sisters/daughters 
Bobbie Gildroy and Mandy Miller.  

Through music, testimonies, personal
 sharing, and God’s Word, the ladies were

 reminded to be hospitable and to be open 
and accepting when God changes our plans.

The Missouri ladies generously brought auction 
items and then raised $1,495.00 for the Keystone 
FWB Church music ministry.   Those who didn’t 

purchase auction items were also entertained by our 
“professional” auctioneers, Judy Hoggard and Jean Stephens!

Next year’s retreat will be September 15 & 16, 2017.  
Start NOW to plan to join us.  
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Ministry Gems
News Tidbits from Around the State

Niangua Youth Camp continues to minister through the 
Men’s and Women’s Encounters. The stories of lives being 
changed at these meetings are amazing and God glorifying. 
Many of our FWB folks attend.

Thanks to the Encounters, we have been able to pay $10,000 
down on our bank loan. Also, we continue to pay $700 a 
month on a second loan.

May God guide you as you pray about sending your youth 
to Camp Niangua next year.

~Jerry Pinkerton, Board chairman.

We wanted to write and thank you for all your prayers for 
Melinda over the past two years as she has dealt with breast 
cancer. We have some good news to report. She had her 
first mammogram and her first MRI since her diagnosis in 
early 2015, and the doctor told her that there was no sign 
of cancer. 

After three surgeries, several months of chemotherapy and 
radiation, and several months coping with lymphedema, 
she is feeling much better. Please continue to pray for her 
that she will continue to do well and can get back to her 
normal routine of life and ministry.

Your prayers and support for Melinda and our entire fam-
ily have meant more to us than you will ever know. The 
Lord has used you to be an immeasurable blessing to us, 
and we cannot thank you enough. 

~Matt and Melinda Pinson

Truth and Peace 2016 was a year of firsts! The conference 
had its largest number of student leaders with 130 students 
attending from 20 states and the countries of Spain and 
Canada. It was also the first event ever hosted by Randall 
University after their name change became official on July 
1. There were 20 teams that were captained by third year 
(301) Truth and Peace students, each team representing 
a country where Free Will Baptist missionaries, teachers, 
and workers ministering for the sake of the Gospel. The 
ten days on campus were packed with teaching, training, 
and worship as the staff and 401’s guided the process with 
many hours of service. After shifting from Randall Univer-
sity to the Vertical III conference in Kansas City, MO the 
T&P students began to practice their servant leadership in 
a variety of ways as conference staff. 

Truth and Peace Weekend Announced...Vertical Three 
and Randall House are expanding the opportunities for 

90 Stanley Lane, Greeneville, TN  37743
423-639-9449   •   info@fwbfm.com

 www.fwbfm.com

students to learn about their personal leadership potential. 
With the newly announced Truth and Peace Weekend Stu-
dents can experience a small part of what it is like to be apart 
of the Truth and Peace conference. This opportunity is open 
to students grades 7-12 and will be held in Nashville, TN on 
March 10th and 11th and Owasso, OK on March 24th and 
25th. To learn more visit truthandpeaceonline.com. 

Three young women at First FWB in Lebanon have been 
hosting a Christ and Crafts night at the church.   All ladies 
in the community are welcome.   On the last Friday of each 
month the ladies, including friends, family and co-workers, 
get together.  They have a devotion then begin work on the  
craft chosen for the evening.   The events have been very well 
attended and have been a great outreach for the church.  All 
proceeds go to First FWB WAC for missions.   

Online Personal Evangelism Training-   EvanTell has a very 
good personal evangelism training course for those interest-
ed in helping believers share their faith.  http://www.evantell.
org/online-training/

Did you miss the Embers to a Flame Conference in Joplin.  
You might consider attending the next conference January 
19-22, 2017 in Birmingham, AL.  All MOFWB Senior pas-
tors who attend will receive a $100 scholarship.  Contact Stan 
Bunch for more information.

One Missouri FWB church sent over 20 members to help 
restart a church that had closed.  Since that time, they have 
reached more new people than they sent as “missionaries” 
to help with the restart.  God blesses churches that train and 
send workers into the harvest.  

Missouri is a leader in FWB giving through COOP!  Thank 
you to the pastors and leaders who are teaching and re-
minding their congregations of the blessing and benefit of 
working cooperatively and supporting ministries as a larger 
body.  Tithing is good for individuals, families and churches.  
Thank you for encouraging your church to tithe to MIS-
SOURI COOP.

Send interesting tidbits to stan@mofwb.org or submit 
them online at them at mofwb.com/gem-magazine.
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20172017
MOFWB CALENDARMOFWB CALENDAR

March 6-8 Minister’s Retreat
 Cross Pointe Retreat Center, Rocky Mt.

Mar 31-Apr 1 CTS Ministry EXPO
 (TBA)
 
April 21-22 Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat
 Cross Pointe Retreat Center, Rocky Mt.

May 8-10 Senior Adult Retreat
   Ramada Oasis, Springfield

May  13 Ministerial Training
  (tentative date) State Office, Lebanon

June 5-7 MOFWB State Meeting
 Ramada Oasis, Springfield

June 6 MOWAC Annual Convention
   Ramada Oasis, Springfield

June 12-16 Teen Camp Group 1

June 19-23 Teen Camp Group 2

July 10-14 Pre-Teen Camp Group 2

July 16-19 NAFWB Annual Convention
 Louisville, KY

July 24-28 Pre-Teen Camp Group 1

September (TBA) All Boards Retreat
 Camp Niangua

September 15-16  MOWAC Retreat
  Ramada Oasis, Springfield

November 6  General Board Meeting
  State Office, Lebanon

November 3-4 E3 Conference
 Windermere, Roach

All events & additional information an be found, as it becomes available, on our website at 
wwww.mofwb.com
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RECEIPTS
COOP
Amity ................................ $345.67 
Aulsbury Chapel .............. $270.80 
Bailey ............................... $516.00 
Bailey Chapel .................. $236.00 
Beacon ......................... $2,400.00 
Belton .............................. $916.03 
Bethe- El Dorado Springs  $508.06 
Bethel- Marshfield......... $1,424.92 
Black Oak ..................... $1,052.83 
Byrd ................................. $654.00 
Calvary Chapel ............. $2,572.00 
Calvary Fellowship ....... $6,749.18 
Christ Chapel ................ $2,627.00 
Clifton SSl .......................... $39.92 
Copper Mines ............... $1,301.69 
Cornerstone ..................... $657.50 
Cuba ............................. $1,692.00 
De Soto 1st ................... $4,505.00 
Eastern Gate ................... $854.00 
Faith- Fair Grove ............. $310.70 
Farmington 1st.............. $5,928.79 
Fellowship..................... $3,200.00 
First Day ....................... $1,558.66 
Fordland ....................... $1,496.00 
Fredericktown 1st ......... $1,230.00 
Freeman Chapel ........... $2,129.00 
Generations .................. $2,233.12 
Gospel Light .................... $800.00 
Grace ............................ $3,834.17 
Grace Fellowship .......... $1,146.40 
Grace Pointe................. $1,000.00 
Grant Avenue ................ $2,657.87 
Hannon ......................... $1,780.00 
Happy Home.................... $523.48 
Hartville......................... $3,114.00 
Hopewell ....................... $2,153.15 
Houston 1st .................. $1,150.68 
Hurryville .......................... $798.50 
Jean Sanstra ..................... $20.00 
Kings Way ....................... $400.00 
Koshkonong..................... $382.00 
Lead Hill........................... $461.70 
Leadington .................... $1,908.00 
Lebanon 1st .................. $2,396.66 
Lebanon Green Hills ..... $1,353.62 
Macedonia - Niangua ...... $672.00 
Marshfield ........................ $388.40 
Mill Creek ......................... $727.34 
Mine La Motte .................. $127.55 
Monett 1st ..................... $2,200.45 
Mountain Grove 1st ...... $3,708.83 

Mill Creek ......................... $140.00 
Mine La Motte .................. $300.00 
MOFWB COOP ............ $4,099.11 
MOWAC ....................... $1,255.75 
Mountain Grove 1st ...... $1,170.00 
Mt. Pisgah........................ $300.00 
Mt. Zion- “Cuba” .............. $160.00 
Mt. Zion- Thayer ................ $60.00 
Myrtle ............................... $320.00 
Neosho 1st ...................... $500.00 
New Home- Hartville........ $420.00 
New Hope ........................ $400.00 
New Life- Licking ............. $352.31 
New Life- Monett ............. $400.00 
Number One .................... $120.00 
O’Fallon 1st ................ $16,354.51 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ... $320.00 
Oak Hill .............................. $52.00 
Olivet ............................... $200.00 
Ozark 1st ......................... $368.00 
Park Hills 1st........................ $4.49 
Parkview .......................... $158.00 
Pleasant Hill- Thayer ......... $90.00 
Pleasant Home ................ $600.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $140.00 
Rejoice............................... $30.00 
Republic........................... $160.00 
Resolve............................ $100.00 
RHP Commission ............  $111.39 
Richwoods 1st ................. $135.00 
Rock Chapel .................... $588.50 
South Fremont ................. $150.00 
Springfield 1st .................. $213.00 
Stockton........................... $135.00 
Stonebridge ....................... $50.00 
Thayer .......................... $1,500.00 
Trinity ............................... $215.00 
Union Grove .................... $145.69 
Union Light ...................... $700.00 
United .............................. $950.00 
Unity ................................ $490.00 
Verdella......................... $1,659.37 
Walnut Grove ..................... $45.00 
Warren Halford ................ $200.00 
Waynesville 1st ................ $930.86 
West Plains 1st WNAC ...... $45.00 
Willow Springs ................. $135.00 
Wolf Creek ....................... $400.00 
TOTAL ........................ $66,173.94 

Missouri Missions
Checotah 1st ................... $393.01 
Craig Cromer ................... $600.00 
Cuba ................................ $182.00 
Grace Fellowship .......... $2,800.00 
Hannon ......................... $1,000.00 
Hartville............................ $100.00 
Houston 1st ....................... $20.00 
Jodie Stigall ....................... $20.00 
Luke Boyer ........................ $50.00 
Mission Association ......... $437.40 
MO WAC ........................... $84.00 
Ozark 1st ........................... $20.00 
Randall Doss ................... $400.00 
Republic............................. $50.00 
RHP COMMISSION ........ $686.88 
Richwoods 1st ................... $35.94 
Scott Keith ....................... $100.00 
Stonebridge .................. $2,000.00 
TOTAL .......................... $8,979.23 

North American Missions
Belton .............................. $351.60 
Bruce Moore ...................... $20.00 

Copper Mines .................. $100.00 
Craig Cromer ................... $100.00 
Cuba .................................. $91.00 
De Soto 1st ................... $1,390.00 
Farmington 1st................... $10.00 
Fellowship........................ $127.02 
Generations ....................... $10.00 
Grace ................................. $50.00 
Grant Avenue ................... $105.00 
Greater Springfield Assn  $1,100.00 
Hartville.............................. $20.00 
Hazel Creek ..................... $589.00 
Houston 1st ....................... $20.00 
Indian Creek Assn ........... $145.50 
Jerry Rader ........................ $20.00 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $400.00 
MO WAC ...................... $1,495.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $220.00 
New Testament .................. $40.00 
Ozark 1st ......................... $200.00 
Parkview ............................ $10.00 
Richwoods 1st ................... $71.81 
Rolla 1st........................... $230.00 
South Fremont ................... $75.00 
Thayer ............................... $25.00 
Trinity ............................... $140.00 
Union Light ...................... $150.00 
Waynesville 1st ................ $245.00 
West Plains 1st ................ $180.00 
Willow Springs ................... $50.00 
TOTAL .......................... $7,780.93 

International Missions
Beacon .............................. $30.00 
Bruce Moore ...................... $20.00 
Calvary Fellowship .......... $308.00 
Christ Chapel Women ....... $55.50 
Copper Mines .................. $700.00 
Cuba ................................ $182.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $210.00 
Eddie Vincent ............... $1,000.00 
Farmington 1st................... $40.00 
Fellowship..................... $1,855.03 
Fredericktown 1st ............ $235.00 
Generations ..................... $914.67 
Gospel Light ................. $2,000.00 
Gospel Light SS............... $311.00 
Grace ............................... $530.00 
Grant Avenue ..................... $83.00 
Hartville............................ $220.00 
Hazel Creek ..................... $295.00 
Houston 1st ..................... $586.21 
Indian Creek Assn ........... $145.50 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $200.00 
Linda Richardson............. $200.00 
Mission Assn.................... $737.47 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $940.00 
Mt. Pisgah..................... $1,950.00 
New Hope ........................ $100.00 
Ozark 1st ........................... $50.00 
Parkview .......................... $292.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $100.00 
Rejoice............................. $240.00 
Rolla 1st........................... $230.00 
Second Free Will ............. $200.00 
South Fremont ................... $75.00 
Stonebridge ..................... $200.00 
Trinity ............................... $200.00 
Union Light ...................... $150.00 
Verdella............................ $200.00 
Waynesville 1st ................ $553.00 
West Co.Community ........ $102.40 
TOTAL ........................ $16,440.78 

Mt. Pisgah..................... $1,130.00 
Myrtle ............................... $484.30 
Neosho 1st ................... $1,244.00 
New Beginning - Odessa . $100.00 
New Hope ........................ $377.00 
New Life- Licking .......... $1,348.90 
Number One .................... $276.94 
O’Fallon 1st .................. $3,723.08 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ... $659.07 
Oak Hill ......................... $1,004.00 
Olivet ............................ $1,148.00 
Ozark 1st ...................... $7,006.21 
Park Hills 1st................. $2,519.89 
Parkview .......................... $622.00 
Pleasant Hill- Thayer ....... $539.87 
Pleasant Home ................ $400.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $199.00 
Rejoice.......................... $1,167.38 
Republic........................ $1,125.97 
Resolve............................ $128.50 
Rock Chapel ................. $1,333.63 
Rolla 1st........................... $563.00 
Salem .............................. $214.08 
Smyrna ............................ $176.00 
South Fremont .............. $1,300.00 
Springfield 1st ............... $1,609.00 
Stockton........................... $460.06 
Stonebridge .................. $1,614.98 
Thayer .......................... $3,858.00 
Trinity ............................ $1,805.80 
Union Light ...................... $351.00 
United ........................... $4,138.53 
Unity ............................. $1,350.00 
Verdella......................... $1,659.37 
Victory- Alton ................ $1,387.48 
Walnut Grove ................... $162.45 
Waynesville 1st ............. $1,135.00 
West Plains 1st ............. $4,363.00 
Willow Springs .............. $1,054.61 
Wolf Creek .................... $1,783.00 
TOTAL .....................  $136,636.77 

Show-Me PLan
Angela Brown .................. $130.00 
Beacon ............................ $562.00 
Belton .............................. $350.00 
Black Oak ........................ $360.00 
Bruce Moore .................... $160.00 
Calvary- Conway ............. $150.00 
Calvary Chapel ................ $210.00 
Calvary Fellowship ............ $40.00 
Coon Creek ..................... $130.40 
Copper Mines .................. $300.00 
Cornerstone ..................... $400.00 
Cuba ................................ $455.00 
De Soto 1st ................... $1,790.00 
Eastern Gate ..................... $20.00 
Farmington 1st.............. $1,110.00 
Fellowship........................ $696.00 
Fordland .......................... $400.00 
Fredericktown 1st ............ $200.00 
Freeman Chapel ........... $2,160.00 
Generations ..................... $868.05 
Grace ............................... $988.00 
Grant Avenue ................... $180.00 
Hannon ......................... $4,930.00 
Hartville............................ $320.00 
Heritage Chapel............... $347.00 
Hopewell ............................ $79.16 
Houston 1st ..................... $269.27 
Jerry Rader ........................ $20.00 
Leadington ....................... $430.00 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $240.00 
Lebanon Green Hills ........ $506.08 
Macedonia Aux.- Purdy  $10,000.00 

COOP Disbursements
August-September, 2016

18.5   MO Missions ...... $25,277.80 
22.5   Gen/Exec ........... $30,743.27 
8%   Youth Camp ......... $10,930.94 
2%   Youth Ministries ..... $2,732.74 
2%   CE Board ............... $2,732.74 
2%   Senior Adult Board  $2,732.74 
9%   State Retirement . $12,297.31 
3%   Show-Me ............... $4,099.10
33%  Nat’l Ministries ....$40,035.53
Randall U (.1121) .......... $5,054.60 

Total Disbursed ......  $136,636.77 

Please note: The amounts listed are for two months, 
August - September, 2016Financial  Report



DESIGNATED

Ch-TN
Belton ................................ $50.00 
Bruce Moore ...................... $40.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $160.00 
Generations ..................... $175.71 
Grace ............................... $147.00 
Hannon .............................. $20.00 
Hartville............................ $100.00 
Myrtle ............................... $553.00 
New Life- Monett ............. $422.35 
Parkway ........................... $300.00 
Union Light ...................... $100.00 
Unity ................................ $200.00 
Waynesville 1st .................... $5.00 
TOTAL .......................... $2,273.06 

Florence Crittenton Home - AR
Thayer  ............................  $111.00 
TOTAL  ............................  $111.00 

Getsemani CH
Marshfield .......................... $50.00 
TOTAL ............................... $50.00 

Mile High Ministries
Verdella............................ $331.88 
TOTAL ............................. $331.88 
MO FWB CE Board
Bruce Moore .................... $100.00 
RHP Commission .............. $74.26 
TOTAL ............................. $174.26 

MO FWB Senior Adult Board
Bruce Moore .................... $100.00 
RHP Commission .............. $74.26 
TOTAL  ............................ $174.26 

MO FWB Youth Ministries Board
Bruce Moore .................... $100.00 
RHP Commission .............. $74.26 

Total  ............................... $174.26 

Rainbow Ministries
Mountain Grove 1st ........... $70.00 
TOTAL  .............................. $70.00 

Randall U
Beacon .............................. $83.00 
Farmington 1st................. $225.00 
Fellowship.......................... $90.00 
Generations ..................... $470.13 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $340.00 
Thayer ............................. $150.00 
TOTAL .......................... $1,358.13 

Victor Torrez
United- Youth Group ........ $400.00 
TOTAL  ............................ $400.00 

Welch College
Beacon .............................. $75.00 
Calvary Fellowship ............ $20.00 
De Soto 1st ........................ $80.00 
Fellowship.......................... $30.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $916.00 
Olivet ................................. $75.00 
Thayer ............................. $150.00 
West Plains 1st ................ $390.00 
TOTAL .......................... $1,736.00 

Youth Camp
Coon Creek ..................... $130.40 
De Soto 1st ...................... $110.00 
Hartville............................ $100.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $545.00 
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $30.00 
New Life- Monett ............. $422.35 
Ozark 1st ........................... $20.00 
RHP Commission ............ $297.03 
Rock Chapel ...................... $28.50 
Thayer ............................. $150.00 
Trinity ................................. $30.00 
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United ................................ $50.00 
West Plains 1st .................. $50.00 
 Willow Springs  ............... $100.00 
TOTAL .......................... $2,063.28 

Youth Camp Develpment
Houston 1st ....................... $50.00 
Myrtle ................................. $33.03 
United .............................. $150.00 
Verdella............................ $497.81 
TOTAL ............................. $730.84 

Youth Camp Pool Fund
Clifton .............................. $465.00 
Cuba ............................. $2,000.00 

Pulpit Supply

Howard Anderson 
Norwood, MO
417-926-1514

Mason Anderson 
Purdy, MO

417-393-0713

Randy Bishop
Joplin, MO

417-291-1573

Available Churches
Bailey Chapel

Tunas, MO
Contact: David Medley

417-532-5142

If your church is seeking a pastor and wishes to be included in this list please let us know.

First FWB 
Mountain Grove, MO
Contact: Max Walker

417-926-5675

First FWB
Monett, MO

Contact: Mike Hanes
kwhrman@gmail.com

417-840-7227 

-- OUT OF STATE --
Center Point FWB

Vilonia, AR
Contact John Fowlkes

510-472-5312

Larry Bodine
De Soto, MO

573-218-2398 / 573-358-0411

Ed Fields
Rolla, MO

573-368-0746

Gary Fry 
Mountain Grove, MO

615-693-1904

Jimmy Harrison
Bourbon, MO
573-885-4422

Jerry Hopper
Barryville, AR
870-654-5107

Scott McCully
Joplin, MO

417-236-4382

Gary Parker
Desloge, MO
314-740-4444

Jerry Pinkerton
Mountain Grove, MO

417-209-0968

Lindell Richardson  
Desloge, MO
573-366-1850

Bill Ruble
Lebanon, MO
417-531-2528

Alan Thomas
Mountain Grove, MO

501-766-6529

De Soto 1st ................... $1,500.00 
Eddie Vincent ............... $1,000.00 
Fordland .......................... $600.00 
Hannon ......................... $4,000.00 
MO WAC ........................... $60.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ...... $1,005.00 
Myrtle ............................... $532.30 
Oak Hill .............................. $52.00 
Thayer .......................... $1,000.00 
United ........................... $2,600.00 
TOTAL ........................ $14,814.30 

Thank you for supporting 
FWB ministries! 
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O Come Let Us Adore Him
Wishing a very blessed Christmas...

From the MOFWB State Office and State Missions


