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from the Editor, Stan Bunch

Attempting to determine the right ap-
proach to people and ministry in 2022 
is challenging and can be discouraging. 
Many times, I come away from a service 
in a church where the pastor or one of 
the members will say something like, “I 
don’t know what to do, we just can’t seem 
to get any constant, positive momentum, 
and when we do, something happens, and 
we fall back again.”  What can we do to 
end the discouraging cycle that churches 
find themselves going through. This spir-
itual reality we are living is particularly 
impactful and depressing to pastors and 
leaders of our churches.  

There is no magic formula or simple solu-
tion for the challenges that God is allow-
ing us to face. We can complain, become 
cynical, pessimistic, or resentful of our 
culture and people. Allowing ourselves to 
be dragged down to those actions and atti-
tudes is not helpful and potentially sinful.   

If “the main thing is to keep the main 
thing the main thing,” we must know 
what the main thing is. In our context 
and experience, the main thing has to 
do with the basics of ministry. What are 
the basics? Ministry basics are Christian 
disciplines or practices that apply to any 
culture by any people group, especially as 
they relate to congregational ministry.

There are thousands of good books avail-
able to us that can help and motivate 
Christians, especially in the realm of 
church life. I want to share some practices 
that have proven to be the ‘main things’ in 
building the church.

Regular and consistent times of prayer 
and fasting. Most of us are well acquaint-
ed with the Wednesday evening “prayer 
service.”  Not to be crass, but how much 
time do we pray during that hour? Is our 
‘prayer meeting about prayer, or do we 
say a perfunctory prayer and then go on 
to other things? The church in Africa, 
Central and South America, and other 

countries is growing exponentially. It is 
common for believers to meet at least one 
morning per week for prayer and fasting 
in those places. They invest most of their 
time in prayer, praise, and interceding. 
Would you accept a challenge to devel-
op a similar approach to prayer in your 
church? I know of two elderly deacons 
who met daily to pray and intercede for 
their congregation. It is little wonder that 
the church has started at least three other 
churches.

Bible Preaching and Teaching. Bill Jones, 
decd., former president of Randall Uni-
versity, asked the question in theology 
class; “what do most people consider 
good preaching?”  A fellow student near 
me responded, “making a lot of racket 
and drama!” Laughter ensued. Was the 
remark that far off target? Paul’s admo-
nition to Timothy was to preach the 
Word, teach solid doctrine, avoid silly 
arguments and answerless questions. The 
preaching and teaching that consistently 
builds a congregation focus on explaining 
and applying God’s Word. Such preaching 
should not be boring and does not need 
antics or racket to be appealing to the lis-
tener. Biblical preaching and teaching re-
quire study, training, and practice. One’s 
effectiveness increases through experi-
ence. Could you encourage your leaders 
to make training available for your Sun-
day School teachers? Reading to a class 
from a teacher’s book is ineffective. Solid 
biblical preaching and teaching are ‘main 
things.’

Personal Evangelism. I have a plaque 
above my desk that convicts me. “We 
are only reaching one person for every 
86 church members over an entire year!” 
Thom Ranier. A recent statistic says that 
more than 90% of all believers never share 
a clear gospel explanation with an unbe-
liever. They may invite friends to church 
or a small group, which is good. How-
ever, encouraging and training believers 
to be involved in personal evangelism or 

soul winning is the most effective way of 
reaching souls for Christ. Would you be 
willing to participate in a class to learn a 
few simple tools that you can use to help 
you share the gospel with your unsaved 
friends? Personal evangelism is another 
‘main thing’ that builds the church.  

Leave your ego at the door. Church life 
is not about you or me. Mature believers 
consider the opinions of others as equally 
important as their own while maintaining 
biblical principles. Our personal opinions 
and preferences are not necessarily bibli-
cal. My spiritual immaturity shows when 
I insist that we do things according to my 
likes or dislikes. Suppose my ego, opin-
ions, and personal preferences (again, we 
aren’t talking about clear biblical princi-
ples) are more important than working 
cooperatively with my fellow believers. In 
that case, my ego becomes an obstacle to 
healthy congregational harmony. I might 
get my way, but the congregation suffers 
the consequences. Sadly, those who do 
this are generally oblivious to their error 
until the Holy Spirit enlightens and con-
victs them of their selfish spirit of control 
and division.

It is not about me. We could add to the 
list things such as hymns, worship music, 
and testimonies that we prepare before 
the service. The Holy Spirit planned the 
Bible centuries before it came in written 
form. He can also lead us to prepare well 
before the service. It is offensive when we 
blame God for a disorganized and ill-pre-
pared service claiming it was the Lord’s 
leading when we did not prepare. At the 
same time, we should be sensitive to the 
gentle promptings of the Holy Spirit that 
might necessitate a change in plans.

This list could continue. If we consistently 
apply basic biblical ministry practices, we 
can rest assured that God will honor our 
faithfulness.  

What is the Main Thing ?
… my grandfather taught me … “… the main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.”

~ Stephen Covey’s grandson  
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from the Missions Director, Steve Reeves 

We have the Show Me Plan. Over 20 % of our Coop 
budget goes to missions each year. We have mission-
ary speakers and missions conferences and missions 
offerings. What’s the big deal about missions. Why sup-
port missions? Why be a missionary? Let me give 5 
reasons. 

1. Jesus commanded it. No less than 5 times before 
He returned to heaven Jesus commissioned us to go 
into all the world and share the Gospel. (Matthew 28:19-
20, Mark 16:15, Luke 24:47, John 20:21, Acts 1:8) If we 
want to be obedient to the Lord we must make missions 
a priority.

2. God loves people. You will never meet a person this 
side of heaven that Jesus doesn’t love as much as He 
loves you. John 3:16 says that God so loved this world 
that He gave His Son to save us. In fact, God loves peo-
ple some of us would consider unlovable. God doesn’t 
see the world as red or blue. He sees it as those who 
are saved and those who are lost. This is God’s heart, 
and it must be ours as well.

3. Together we can change the world. I feel pow-
erless to make a difference in a world that is running 
all out on its way to hell. What can one person do to 

change society? Often, my vote doesn’t seem to accom-
plish much. But if I can influence one person to give his/
her life to my Savior, if I can be salt and light, I have just 
changed the world. If we all do that enough times, we 
are going to see the power of the Holy Spirit working to 
change our culture.

4. We have the best news in the world. That’s why 
it is called the Gospel…the Good News. I am sick and 
tired of bad news.  It fills newspapers, websites, and 
Facebook daily. Nobody wants to get bad news. If you 
are a believer in Jesus, you have the best news of all. 
Jesus saw you in your awful, helpless, sinful state, and 
he loved you so much he left His home and came to this 
cesspool world to rescue you from sin’s grip and pun-
ishment. What he has done for you he wants to do for 
everyone. Peter tells us it is not God’s will that even one 
person perish (2 Peter 3:9). That news is way too good 
to keep to yourself.

5. We get to go to heaven when the job is done. Ok, 
I admit, this last one is a bit self-serving, but totally bib-
lical. Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come.” This is a proph-
ecy, and a promise Jesus gave while He was still here 
on earth. Let’s finish the task and get to the good stuff.

There you have them, five good reasons why we need 
to be missionaries and support missionaries. It doesn’t 
matter if the mission field is Rolla, Missouri or Misahual-
li, Ecuador, the call is still the same. Missions begins 
with that next lost person you meet in your world, and it 
extends to the ends of the earth. 
         Now you know why. 
                  The question is, will you obey?

What 's the Big Deal 
About Missions ?

Resolve – Osage Beach:  Praise God for this Church as it is now self-supporting.  Give 
praise to God for David and Kathy Beltz and the good work they are doing.  Ask God to 
continue to bless this body of believers.

Congratulations to 
David Beltz and the Congregation of Resolve.



TOGETHER WE REACH OUT FURTHER!

NOTESNOTES

Garrett (Illinois):  Ed and Rachel Goode 
arrived in November, 2021, to become 
the lead pastor of the Bridge Church.  
Pray for unity and a good transition.

Provow (Bulgaria):  Josh and his 
children returned to Bulgaria in early 
January 2022.  They will be working in 
Shvistov for five months.

Driscoll (Bulgaria):  Pray for Brenton 
and Debbie as they continue leading the 
Shumen Church.  Debbie is building a 
good woman’s ministry

Turnbough (Spain): Pray for Spain as 
they are dealing with another severe 
round of Covid.  Pray for Matthew and 
Brooke and the Villalba Church as they 
minister in this challenging environment.

Baileys (Japan):  Please continue to 
pray for Ken and Judy and the coun-
try of Japan as Covid continues to be 
a problem.  Pray that this will open 
the hearts.

Mosaic – Rolla:  Their 
home groups and 
discipleship groups 
continue to grow and 
do well.  Pray for 
wisdom as they 
make decisions as 
the church grows.

Grace Fellowship - Cape Girardeau:  
The Church has assumed all of 
Matthew Cromer’s salary this year.  
Pray for their children’s ministry as 
they have several children nearing a 
decision to follow Jesus.

- INTERNATIONAL -- INTERNATIONAL -

- NORTH AMERICA -- NORTH AMERICA -

- STATE -- STATE -

Schmidt (New Mexico):  Steve 
and Amanda have a group of 10 
people who meet in their home 
each week.  They want to start 
another group this year.

McDonald (Japan):  Please continue to 
pray for Don and Ruth and the country 
of Japan as Covid continues to be a 
problem.  Pray that this will open the 
hearts.

Restore - Potosi:  They have recently 
started discipleship groups that 
meet on Sunday evenings.  They are 
looking forward to ‘Street Church’ as 
the weather warms up.

Duncan (Ecuador):  Pray for Adam, Carol, 
Caleb and Moriah as they leave from St. 
Louis for Quito, Ecuador on March 17.  
They begin language school on March 21.

Captain David Dodson:  David is starting a small group 
ministry to encourage those who profess to be be-
lievers to really live as disciples of Jesus.

Major Kevin Trimble:  Kevin has taken over the leader-
ship of the Church on the post where they serve.  In 
addition to this huge responsibility Kevin is in the field 
Training Chaplains regularly.

Medical Chaplain Cody Alley:  There has been an 
increase in the number of COVID cases and it has 
brought an increased stress level for those who work 
at the hospital in Lebanon.  Pray for Cody as he minis-
ters each day.

Webster (Florida):  They have started 
a Bible study for those who have 
never studied the Bible before.  This 
group is averaging eight people as it 
meets bi-weekly.

- Chaplains -- Chaplains -
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Thayer

Nevada

There was a joint venture between Thay-
er and Cornerstone FWB churches. Four 
of the children were Bro. Lunyou's grand-
kids but two of them attend Thayer. We 
baptized at Greer Spring, Current River 
on October 3rd.

The service was attended by 40 people. 
We sang songs and rejoiced in the Lord along 
the riverbank. The water was quite chilly!

There was so much to be thank-
ful for this Thanksgiving! This 
November, we celebrated and 
welcomed Johnny McKibben 
into Christ's family with a show-
ing of his faith and trust in Jesus 
Christ

Liberty On December 5th Liberty FWB, Unity FWB, and Ozark Community Church held a joint  
baptism.  We rejoice with them. 

Pictured left to right: Bro. Todd Williams, Katie Wade, Brileigh Kile, 
Talitha Ogden, Bro. Wayne Lunyou, Dusty Ogden, Noah Ogden.

Hannon
 
Pastor Terry Burke 
baptized Mary, Dennis, 
and Carla on December 
8, 2021 at Hannon FWB 
Church in Liberal, MO.

Ariana Weaver was baptized 
at Ozark Family Church by 
her grandfather, Rev. Roger 
Ballard, pastor of the Wood-
crest FWB, Catoosa, OK, on 
Sunday, January 16th!

Ozark FamilyOzark Family
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De Soto 1st

Parkway
Pastor Dan Talbott baptized John Cole & John Wallace on 
December 5, 2021.  Another baptism service was held on 
January 8, 2022 with LaShaun Combs & Jonathan Keagle 
being baptized at the church in Sedalia, Missouri.

Bro. Bob Thebeau had the honor of 
baptizing 6 on December 12, 2021 
and one on December 15th at the 
church in DeSoto, Missouri.  

Those baptized were:
          Deanne Bryant 
          Zoey Bryant
          Richard Willis
          Dominic Punjani
          Kylie O'Dell
          Kassie Gale
          Brian Bryant
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In In LovingLoving MemoMemoryry
Bro. Donald Strauser of Mineral Point was 
born May 13, 1946 in St. Louis, MO a son to 
the late Harry Earnest & Nancy Ada (Myers) 
Strauser. Don departed this life on Decem-
ber 13, 2021 having reached the age of 75 
years and 7 months.

On December 18, 1965, Don was united in 
marriage to Louise Christeson and shared 
55 years of wonderful memories.

Don is survived by his loving wife, Louise; sons, Donald 
Strauser and wife Misty of Cadet, James Strauser of Pilot, 
Knob; daughter, Stephanie Haws of Mineral Point; sister, 
Sharon Peck of Cadet; brother, Eddie Strauser of Potosi; 
grandchildren, Stephanie Jean, Abbie, Ryleigh, Cody;  great 
grandchildren, Ezekiel, Elijah. 

Rev. Don Strauser

Rev. Gary Hutsell
Gary Hutsell died December 22, 2021, in 
Lebanon, MO at the age of 76.  He was born 
May 4, 1945, in Wichita, Kansas to Farrell 
and Thelma Hudgons Hutsell.

On Oct. 10, 1998, he married Donna Herod.

He was preceded in death by his parents; 
one daughter, Margo Maloney and two 
brothers, Jerry Dale and David Lee Hutsell.

Gary was a Vietnam veteran. He proudly served our country 
in the United States Army, entering on Sept. 28, 1966, until 
his honorable discharge. Although Gary worked various oc-
cupations over the years to provide for his family, his most re-

Wendell Crosswhite was born 
July 20, 1940 at Lead Hill AR. 
The son of Jesse and Bertha 
Crosswhite. He was the pastor at 
Friendship FWB in Branson MO.

He was saved on September 9, 
1956 and baptized in Septem-
ber in Carthage MO. He surren-
dered to preach October of 1956 
and preached his first sermon at 
Elmwood Baptist Church in Har-

rison AR. He was ordained in 1958 in Benton AR. He went on 
to pastor several churches, including Bethlehem FWB in Van 
Buren, AR and Charleston FWB in Charleston, AR.
He is survived by his son, Michael (Tallie), Charleston AR; 5 

In addition to his parents, Don was preceded in death by his 
daughter, Sucorra Zimmer; son, James “Jimbo” Christeson; 
brothers, Ronald and Larry Strauser; sister, Audrey Mayfield 
and niece, Amy Strauser.

Don dedicated his life to serving Christ, his Savior, at a 
young age. He served as the pastor of First Freewill Bap-
tist Church of Potosi for 38 years. Don also served in the 
United States Army from 1966-1972 and proudly showed 
his patriotism throughout his life. He was a member of the 
UAW and worked for General Motors for 30.2 years. After 
his retirement from GM, he went on the open a barber shop, 
Legendary Cuts, which he operated for 21 years. There he 
became a staple of Potosi and made many friends through-
out the years.
The Potosi Church is Restore mission restart.

warding was being a pastor. He ministered in Missouri, Arkan-
sas and Alabama. Most recently his was the pastor at Bailey 
Chapel, where he had been officiating for four years.

He is survived by his wife Donna; children, Debbie (Ricky) 
Dowden, Nathan (Tammy) Alexander and Kristina (Allan) 
Roberts, all of Lebanon; siblings, Farrell “Sonny” Hutsell of St. 
Louis and Mike (Brenda) Hutsell of Arkansas; 14 grandchil-
dren; 12 great-grandchildren

Funeral services for Gary Hutsell were held December 27, 
2021, at Shadel’s Colonial Chapel. Burial followed at  Mount 
Rose Memorial Park. 

Pray for the family and the Bailey Chapel Church  as they 
grieve and seek a new pastor

grandchildren; 5 great grandchildren; brother Don Crosswhite, 
Harrison, AR; sisters Polly Thurman, Paragould, AR, Barbara 
Durham, Springfield, MO, and Rita Raney of Ozark, MO.

June Crosswhite passed away peacefully in her sleep on 
January 8, 2022, just 4 days after her loving husband Wen-
dell Crosswhite.  She was born in Auburn, WA on June 9, 
1941 to Hattie and Alfred Olson. She married Wendell Cross-
white, on January 22, 2001 and they spent the rest of their 
lives together in Branson.

She is survived by her children, Debbie Garreans, Jeanie 
Lambe and John Phillips as well as several grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews and her brother Gilbert Olson.

Pray for the Friendship Church as they seek a pastor.

The funeral service was held Thursday, January 13, 2022 First Baptist Church Lead Hill, AR.  
Burial followed in Milum Cemetery, Lead Hill.

Rev. Wendell & June Crosswhite



Our purpose, as Christians and churches, is clearly stated 
within Scripture: "Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 
I have commanded you." (Matthew 28:19-20). Within our 
everyday lives, we are to proclaim the Good News of Jesus. 
When we travel to the store, go to the doctor's office, or 
anything else we may do throughout a day we are to act and 
speak in a manner worthy of Christ.

Many of us, however, see this calling and simply ignore it. 
Some of us know this command by heart, yet fail with the 
"Go" portion. In other cases, we see individuals and congre-
gations only fulfilling the "make disciples and baptize them" 
aspects. Rarely do we see a church submit fully to the Great 
Commission. We see churches do great in the conversion of 
non-believers and baptizing them into the faith, but most fail 
at discipling these new Christians.

Discipling is to be involved in the lives of these believers. 
We are to build relationships, walk them up to the gate of 
Christianity, and continue with them throughout life helping 
them know and learn what it means to be a Christian. This 
means that we must know what Jesus taught His disciples, 
and be capable of explaining and living that out. The Great 
Commission is a life-long commitment to proclaim the Gos-
pel of Jesus, and then help those who come to the faith live 
a life in accordance with the Bible.

We are all called to this noble commission. All Christians and 
all churches are called into fulfilling the Great Commission. 
Why then do we have churches that are more concerned 
with competing with each other? Each church may have 
different tactics. Each church may have a different set of 
people needing to be reached. This should not cause each 
church to look at the others through a lens of competition.

We are all part of the same body of Christ, and as 1 Corin-
thians says each part of the body has a different purpose. 
We are all governed by the same commission; however, we 
may have different methods, different people groups, differ-
ent results to fulfilling this commission.

Should this then mean we should look at each other with 
envy, jealousy, and competition? Absolutely not. Paul tells 
the Philippians that no matter the reason for the preaching 
of Christ they should rejoice and be thankful. If one church 
sees many salvations and baptisms then let us rejoice. If 
your church is not seeing the results you desire then your 
focus may be more on the result than on what God is want-
ing you to do.

I have been in churches that seemed to be stagnant and 
small, and others that were larger with many people pro-
fessing a faith in Christ. While the results and appearances 
seem to be drastically different they both have their purpose 
in the communities they were placed. The one that seemed 
stagnant served as a lighthouse to a community with many 
individuals seeing a dedicated small group gather in an old 
church. This serves as a testament. The other, with what 
we would call better results, was aimed with a focus on a 
different group of people. With this different people group 
in focus, they reported more salvations and baptisms than 
many congregations have seen in a lifetime.

Does this call for one church to be jealous and envious? No. 
Does this call for one church to have this "holier than thou" 
attitude because they are more successful, at least through 
the lens of worldly eyes? It does not. Both churches were 
doing what they felt God had directed them to do. They fully 
believed in the Bible. They were devoted to Jesus. They 
preached the truth, as described within the Bible. Different 
results do not mean each church is in competition. It could 
simply mean they are at a different point in their lifecycle.

Is the biblical truth of Jesus being proclaimed? If so, then 
let us rejoice. Are people truly being saved? If so, then let 
us rejoice. We need to remember we are not in competi-
tion with each other. Competition tears down and destroys; 
while community builds up and grows. Let us see each oth-
er as a part of the same community, and let us rejoice and 
be thankful for the biblical proclamation of Jesus Christ.

~ Jason Williams
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Jason Williams is an ordained minister and attends 
the Ozark Family Church (FWB) when he is not 
guest preaching in a local church.

About the Writer 
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Great Commission   
  and 
Great Rivalry
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Fostering and adoption are typically words connected to 
families and individuals. But now the movements are con-
nected to congregations as well. It is an exciting time. 

Let's get my meanings clear so we can be on the same 
page. Here are three definitions I often use together:

Revitalization is the process where a church seeks to 
get healthier using its own internal resources of people, 
funds, and processes. 

Adoption is the process where a church seeks to get 
healthier by being adopted by an external organization, 
usually another church.

Fostering is the process where a relatively healthy church 
provides people and other resources for a relatively un-
healthy church over a specified period of time.

Revitalization, adoption, and fostering could have different 
approaches, but the essence of each is consistent. "Revi-
talization" takes place with a church's internal resources. 
"Adoption" takes place externally. I coined the word "fos-
tering" as a natural extension of "adoption." Both words 
are used of human families and congregational families.

Here are some essential principles of fostering a church:

The essence of fostering is one church caring for another. 
The relationship takes place when a relatively healthy 
church makes itself available to help a less healthy church. 
Both churches are typically in the same community or in 
nearby communities.

One common form of fostering is for the healthier church 
to provide specific resources the less healthy church does 
not have. It is not uncommon, for example, for the foster-
ing church to provide the foster church a preacher when 
they have no pastor. Some churches provide musically 
talented people. Some help with community ministries. 
The possibilities are many, but this approach has speci-
ficity to it.

Another form of fostering is to provide a mass of people 
with no predetermined roles. One church with which I had 

familiarity sent twelve of its members to be a part of a dying 
church of ten people. The commitment was for one year. 
Though the twelve members from the healthier church did 
not have preconceived roles at the onset, they quickly be-
gan to settle into ministries where the dying church needed 
the most help, and where the members of the healthier 
church were naturally gifted. And it was a big boost to the 
dying church to see their attendance double in one week!

Fostering typically begins relationally between members 
of two churches, often the pastors. A pastor of a healthier 
church I know intentionally developed a relationship with 
the pastor of a struggling church over coffee once a week. 
In that relationship the pastor of the healthier church was 
able to offer some of his church members to help the strug-
gling church.

Fostering should have a clearly defined ending point, usu-
ally less than a year. Otherwise, the foster church can de-
velop a dependency on the healthier church. The goal is 
to help the struggling church move to a new level of health 
that is sustainable without the resources of the healthier 
church. Fostering may lead to adoption. If the fostered 
church sees it cannot move forward without the foster 
“parent,” the fostered church may request adoption. The 
healthier church, however, should not begin the relation-
ship with a secret goal of adoption. If adoption is a possibil-
ity going into the fostering relationship, it should be made 
clear on the front end. Anything less is deceptive.

I have marveled at the church planting movement, the 
church adoption movement, and the revitalization move-
ment. I am thankful to God for His work in these congrega-
tions.

Now, a new and growing movement is beginning to emerge. 
It is called the foster church movement. 

I am convinced it too is a movement of God.

Stay tuned. We will have a lot more to say about the foster 
church movement in the days ahead.

~Thom S Rainer

The Foster Church MovementThe Foster Church Movement

For more information contact Steve Reeves or Stan Bunch



2022 Reading List
• Canoeing the Mountains (Tod Bolsinger) 
     (Read by Minister's Retreat)
• When People Are Big and God is Small (Ed Welch) 
     (Read by State Meeting)
• What is the Mission of the Church? (Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert)  
     (Read by State Meeting)
• Beyond Racial Division (George Yancey) (Read by August 1)
• A Short Life of Jonathan Edwards (George Marsden) 
    (Read by October 1)
• Covenant and God’s Purpose for the World (Thomas Schreiner) 
    (Read by December 1)

Missouri Book ClubMissouri Book Club

For more information about the Missouri Book Club contact:
 Jackson Watts or Faron Thebeau

Greetings from the National Association of FWB. We are 
praying for you as you reach your community with the 
gospel, train and disciple people in the faith, and equip 
your congregation to give themselves wholly to the work 
of the Lord. Our agencies are here to help you. We would 
like to pass on a few dates to remember throughout 2022:

• April 24 - Rest of the Family Offering.  This offering is 
divided among the Executive Office, WNAC, FWB Foun-
dation, Board of Retirement, Vertical Three, and Theo-
logical, Historical, Media, and Music Commissions. These 
important ministries provide training and support to the 
denomination, equipping Free Will Baptists. The Execu-
tive Office provides resources to help churches reach oth-
ers and train congregants. The Refresh program, offered 
by the Executive Office and North American Ministries, 
provides free coaching and other resources. Learn more 
at nafwb.org/Refresh. WNAC provides a plethora of re-
sources at wnac.org. Vertical Three is the department of 
Randall House that operates CTS, Truth & Peace, and 
more. Explore the great resources Randall House pro-
vides at randallhouse.com. 

• August 28 - World Missions Offering (WMO). IM is 
actively involved in reaching the world with the gospel and 
training churches to fulfill the Great Commission. We en-
courage you to invite missionaries and IM personnel to 
your churches or to allow them to share their stories re-
motely. Learn more: iminc.org.

• November 20 North American Ministries (NAM) NAM 
currently has 47 church planters throughout North Amer-
ica. Most of these new churches are being launched in 
cities with large, growing populations yet few Bible-be-
lieving churches. We believe the hope for our nation is 
communities transformed by the gospel. NAM also has 
11 chaplains providing important ministry to the military. 
Master’s Men, an arm of NAM, has been active in disaster 
response, helping churches and individuals impacted by 
tornadoes and other natural disasters. Learn more about 
at fwbnam.com.

Each of these ministries is actively involved in reaching, 
training, and giving. They are also providing resources to 
churches and individuals to help all of us fulfil God’s call 
on our lives. If NAFWB can help you in any way or if you 
have any questions, please call us at 877-767-7659 or 
email us at questions@nafwb.org

~ Edward Moody, Executive Secretary

You can download a poster for 
The Together Way offerings at 

nafwb.org/TogetherWay.

NAFWB
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Special 
Offering Dates
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From Our Boards
Christian Education:  Christian Education:  

As I get a little older, I am starting to realize why my 
dad seemed to know how to do everything. He could 
fix a car, train a horse, build a building, and seemingly 
any other challenging task that arose.  And I was always 
amazed. How did he know how to do that?  Well, I’m 
beginning to realize it was because he had forty-plus 
years of experience and tools that he had acquired! For 
me, I’ve found that having the right quality tool and the 
proper training can make just about any task doable.  
The same is true for our spiritual lives. As a church, we 
have the encouragement from the Apostle Paul that 
we have everything we need to complete God’s tasks 
- “From him, the whole body [that is the Church], fit-
ted and knit together by every supporting ligament, 
promotes the growth of the body for building up it-
self in love by the proper working of each individual 
part.” (Ephesians 4:16 CSB).  See, we are the tools.  
We are the chosen individual parts of the body of the 
Church, planned to complete God’s work. However, a 
few verses prior, Paul points out that we must first equip 
“the saints for the work of ministry, to build up the 
body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12 CSB). 

It’s Showtime!It’s Showtime!
April 29-30 at Cross Pointe Retreat Center 

    Speaker: Marian Pilgrim  

Ministers Wives’ RetreatMinisters Wives’ Retreat

Like Like Missouri FWB pastorMissouri FWB pastor’’ss Wives on  Wives on facebookfacebook  
for information and updates. for information and updates. 

Visit mofwbVisit mofwb..com for registration forms.com for registration forms.

  Questions? Contact Becky Gwartney, 
Brenda Bunch or Linda Reeves for anwers.COST:

$75

At this year’s Annual Missouri State Association of Free 
Will Baptists, held June 6-7 in Springfield, MO, we will 
be focusing on just this task - Equipping the Saints. The 
Christian Education Board will be once again partner-
ing with the Association to provide training sessions on 
Tuesday. This year, we will again have both morning and 
afternoon sessions focused on practical ideas such as 
utilizing volunteers for ministry, engaging and empower-
ing lay leadership, overcoming our fears, and more  Be 
watching for more details coming soon. We look forward 
to being equipped together this June!

~Mark Elliott

Are You Equipped?
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Youth Ministries BoardYouth Ministries Board

The week leading up to Recharge 2022 was exciting…
and that’s definitely an understatement. Missouri was set 
to get a major winter storm, and we wondered if we would 
even be able to have the event. After the Youth Board 
discussed the event and made some slight modifications 
to our schedule, we were able to have a wonderful week-
end at The Elms Hotel and Spa in Excelsior Springs, MO.

Dr. Ron Hunter with Randall House and D6 spoke into 
the very foundations of the importance of family ministry 
in the church today. We all know and understand that 
the church is not to replace the spiritual leadership that 
the Bible instructs parents to give to their children, but 
instead to partner the church and home to develop fully 
devoted followers of Jesus in the next generation.

We are grateful for the partnership with the Christian 
Education Board, as Mark Elliott shared two sessions 
on technology as well as discipleship with the attendees. 
Aaron Pontious, pastor of Rejoice FWB in Columbia, 
spoke to the importance of worldview, and also reminded 
all attendees of the importance of abiding in Jesus as we 
minister.

We are so grateful for the opportunity to minister to the 
leaders and volunteers of the churches of Missouri. We 
are praying for our churches as we minister to the next 
generation!

~ Ryan Akers



Page 14 / GEM Magazine / March-April, 2022 Page 14 / GEM Magazine / March-April, 2022 

Recently I had the privilege to worship with a brand-new 
congregation. A congregation of 70, made up of two sep-
arate congregations, which used to be one. Sound con-
fusing? Not really.

In 1981, at the Chillicothe First Free Will Baptist Church, 
there was a church split. A new church emerged - New 
Hope Free Will Baptist Church. Yesterday morning, after 
40 years, these two congregations reunited.

Being in that service was such a huge blessing to me per-
sonally. I was saved through the ministry and influence of 
the Chillicothe First Free Will Baptist Church. I was dis-
cipled and mentored as a boy, and teenager there. Sha-
ron Daniels, Georgia Sowers, Ola Gibson, and Doris Ball 
were my Sunday School teachers. Carl “Buster” Dunn, 
was my first youth pastor. Each of these individuals (and 
others) left impressions on my worldview in a huge way. I 
was also influenced by the godly men who served in that 
church; deacons, Lou Coder, Dewey Gibson, Jim Saly-
ers, and Earl Stewart exemplified Christian service.

Many life-long friendships are the result of the relation-
ships which sprang out of that fellowship of believers. I 
answered the call to preach, went to Free Will Baptist Bi-
ble College (now Welch College), and preached my first 
message at that church. It was during that service, that 
my sister came forward to be saved. After the fall semes-

ter of 1981, I returned home to a new church, as a result 
of “the split.”

Then, I was licensed, ordained, and first served with my 
wife Deanna, at the New Hope Free Will Baptist Church. 
It was from there, that my dad and mom went to be with 
Jesus.

My life is what it is, much as a result of the impact the two 
churches have made. Now, they are to be commended, 
for their spirit of unity, in coming together. What a testi-
mony of God’s faithfulness to the Chillicothe community! 
What they are doing honors Jesus Christ, and the prayer 
He prayed for His church in John 17. Just before His pas-
sion, He prayed… “that they may all be one… that they 
may be one even as [the Father and Son] are one… that 
they may become perfectly one, so that the world man 
know that You have sent me and loved them even as You 
have loved me.” (John 17:15-23)

The world often hears the ugly stories of church splits. 
Rarely do they hear the beautiful story of churches reu-
niting. And it is a story of forgiveness, grace and healing!

To God be the glory! Great things He has done! Pictured 
below is the newly-formed congregation. Oh, and they 
are working on a new name, together.

~ Mark Price, pastor 
Porter FWB Church, Wheelersburg, Ohio

AN EXAMPLE 
of MERGING 

CHURCHES 

May this merger serves as an example to us here in Missouri.
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Matt Merker
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
This hymn by Charles Wesley is so much more than a 
Christmas carol. It is perhaps one of the most moving and 
poetic summaries of the doctrine of Christology in the Eng-
lish language: “Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the 
incarnate Deity.”

“Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face”
This Horatius Bonar hymn is my favorite on the Lord’s Sup-
per. Rich in its imagery and deep in its theology, the text 
expresses the wonder of communion with Christ and con-
cludes with an amazing verse on substitutionary atonement: 
“Mine is the sin, but thine the righteousness; mine is the 
guilt, but thine the cleansing blood.”
Drew Hodge

“Rock of Ages”
This hymn by Augustus Toplady would be found in the “So-
lus Christus” section of my hymnal. The lyrics help us con-
sider the nature of the atonement and what we contribute 
to our own salvation: “Nothing in my hand I bring.” And let’s 
not forget the double imputation goodness in this line: “Save 
from wrath and make me pure.” Glory!

“Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending”
This hymn by Charles Wesley fills a void in our church’s 
hymnal. It’s hard to find many popular songs that deal with 
the second coming, and even harder to find ones that ad-
dress it with stark, terrifying, and, well, “dreadful majesty”! 
Even so, “O come quickly” feels right to sing.

Eric McAllister
“Now Why This Fear?”
Adapted by Doug Plank from an Augustus Toplady text, this 
hymn takes the sweet, saving all-sufficiency of Christ’s blood 
for sinners and applies it liberally to the soul shaken and 
assaulted by condemnation and doubt. Rather than merely 
observing these heavenly truths from a distance, the Chorus 
and Bridge invite saints to take hold of them by faith.

“Come Ye Sinner, Poor and Needy”
Joseph Hart poignantly illustrates Jesus’s power and readi-
ness to save sinners in contrast with the stark reality that our 

spiritual bankruptcy is all we could ever bring to salvation’s 
table. This hymn holds out the free gift of God’s grace while 
warning that “if you tarry ‘till you’re better, you will never 
come at all.” Along with its invitation to unbelievers, it also 
reminds us that our need for grace does not vanish when we 
answer the Great Physician’s call.

Matthew Westerholm
“Day by Day”
Consider the doctrinally rich and experientially sweet de-
scription from Lina Sandell’s “Day by Day,” a hymn about 
God’s providence. She grew up as a Lutheran pastor’s 
daughter in Fröderyd. As a young adult, she witnessed trag-
edy when her father fell overboard and drowned during a 
boat trip. The Lord used this dark season to grow her faith. 
“He, whose heart is kind beyond all measure, Gives unto 
each day what He deems best, Lovingly its part of pain and 
pleasure, Mingling toil with peace and rest.”

“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
Also consider Charles Wesley’s description of the Lord’s de-
cisive role in salvation from “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues 
to Sing.” Follow Wesley’s logic as God’s Word overcomes 
death, emotional despondency, and humble circumstanc-
es to bring the hearer to faith. What a Savior is ours! “He 
speaks, and, listening to His voice, new life the dead re-
ceive, The mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor 
believe.”

Jordan Kauflin
“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
This hymn captures so much of what it means to be a Chris-
tian—it recognizes God’s goodness and excellence, and ac-
knowledges our dependence on him for everything, includ-
ing our worship. “Prone to wander, Lord I feel it. … Here’s 
my heart Lord, take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.”

“In Christ Alone”
This modern hymn highlights deep theological truths like pe-
nal substitution. But it also helps us exult in the effect these 
truths have on us: “Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me. … No 
power of hell, nor scheme of man, can ever pluck me from 
his hand.”

Forum: Which Doctrinally Rich Songs 
                                Should Your Church Sing?

Several ministers of music were asked the question, 
“What songs should churches sing that teach their people sound doctrine?” 

By Drew Hodge, Eric McAllister, Jordan Kauflin, Matt Merker, Matthew Westerholm
Source:  “ https://www.9marks.org/article/forum-which-doctrinally-rich-songs-should-your-church-should-sing/”  

Edited for length.
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Missouri Mission Board is pleased to announce that 
the Resolve FWB Church has gone self supporting as 
of January 1.  David Beltz pastors the church at the 
Lake of the Ozarks area.  Grace Fellowship in Cape 
Girardeau has taken a step closer to self supporting 
by Matthew Cromer coming off the Show Me plan.  
The church will pay his salary in full. Ray Paxton will 
remain on the SMP for the time being. 

Church Lawsuits Happen!  Slips and falls on church 
properties are one of the largest causes of insurance 
claims and church lawsuits. Church leaders can take 
several simple precautions to avoid, or help in the 
case of an accident. Brotherhood Mutual Insurance 
provides several free resources to help churches in 
their attempt to avoid an unfortunate accident. These 
resources can be downloaded free by going to www.
brotherhoodmutual.com, then clicking on “resources,” 
then clicking on “safety library.” To quote someone 
who had to be a wise sage from the Ozarks; “An ounce 
of prevention is worth more than a pound of cure.” 

A Gift that Lasts -- One unique way to give is through 
The Together Way Trust. With a trust or an endow-
ment, you share a gift that will continue to provide re-
sources to national ministries until the Lord returns. 
Here is how it works. You make a gift to The Together 
Way Trust. The gift goes into an endowment where it 
earns interest. The interest from your gift (along with 
many others) is then provided to national ministries. 
Since only the interest is disbursed, the original gift 
remains in perpetuity and continues to earn interest.

Welch Accreditation Reaffirmed -- The Board of the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Com-
mission on Colleges (SACSCOC) voted to reaffirm 
the accreditation of Welch College until 2031, accord-
ing to Dr. Kevin Hester, Vice President for Institutional 
Effectiveness at Welch.

Giving Tree - The WNAC Board has established the 
WNAC Giving Tree, a fundraising campaign designed 
to increase annual income to the office by $35,000, 
relieving financial pressure and making future growth 
possible. You can join the Giving Tree at www.wnac.
org/giving-tree/.

The Truth is: 8 of every 10 people are open to hear 
the gospel. Most church growth is occurring in church-
es of 100 members or fewer. Those born after 1970 
prefer a smaller group.  ~Lifeway Research

A church fostering or adopting a struggling church 
is one way to keep churches from closing, and restor-
ing them to spiritual vitality. Another way of stating this is 
horizontal growth.  One church may see its ministry goals 
and growth as that of coming alongside and assisting an-
other congregation rather than focusing only on their own 
numerical growth.  Contact Steve Reeves or Stan Bunch 
if you are interested in more information on these topics.

Prayer and Praise - “Like” Free Will Baptist North Ameri-
can Ministries on Facebook to see their weekly “Prayer 
and Praise” as well as updates from church planters 
and works around North America. Several NAM church 
plants went self-supporting to begin the new year. We 
praise the Lord for His provision and guidance in all of 
our ministries.

Savings Calculator Maybe you overspent on Christ-
mas gifts, and you’d like to save ahead for the coming 
year. Maybe there are other things you’d like to save for. 
Whether your financial goals are big or small, the Board 
of Retirement’s saving calculator will come in handy! 
Find all the calculators at https://boardofretirement.com/
calculators/

This might make us go “hmm!” On August 21, 1861, 
Second Baptist in Washington D.C. excluded 118 mem-
bers in a single meeting for nonattendance. As the church 
explained in their annual letter to the Association for 
1861, “We think it is due to say in reference to the num-
ber of erasures during the past year that our member-
ship changes very much as the national administration 
changes in our city. Consequently, upon the examination 
of our church books, we find a great many have moved 
away and gave no account of themselves, their names 
have been erased.” On April 22, 1873, after revising their 
membership list, Second Baptist excluded 34 members 
for non-attendance. Metropolitan (Capitol Hill Baptist 
Church- Wash. D.C.)wrote in its Rules of 1880, “Excluded 
members may be restored to membership on confession 
of their errors and giving evidence of repentance.”

Randall House Publications provides discipleship liter-
ature free of charge for mission churches.  They will also 
work to find a way to provide literature for any churches 
experiencing financial challenges.  Contact David Wom-
ack at Randall House for details. If you want to help RHP 
provide discipleship materials and curriculum for church 
plants and missionaries, you can support a class by 
giving $15 month or $75 month for whole church plant. 
D6hero.com
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MOFWB
2022 Calendar

April 8-9 CTS Ministry EXPO

 Ozark Family Church

April 29-30 Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat

 Cross Pointe Camp & Retreat Center

 Rocky Mount, MO 

June 6-8 MOFWB State Meeting at 

 Oasis Hotel & Convention Center

	 Springfield,	MO		

June 7 Women’s Celebration 

	 &	CE	Board	Seminars

June 13-17 Teen Camp 

 (NOTE: Teens have one week only.)

Jun. 27 - Jul. 1 Pre-Teen Camp - Week 1

July  11-15 Pre-Teen Camp - Week 2

July 24-27 NAFWB Convention 

 & National Youth Conference 

 Birmingham, AL 

Sept. 16-17 MOFWB Women’s Ministry Retreat

	 Radisson,	Branson,	MO	

Oct. 17-19 Retiree Retreat

	 Lodge	of	the	Ozarks

 Branson, MO

Nov. TBD* E3 Conference

Nov.	7	 General	Board	Meeting

	 State	Office,	Lebanon,	MO

All events & additional information, 
as it becomes available, can be found 

on our state website.

MOFWB.COMMOFWB.COM
*		To	Be	Determined

Missouri State 
Association of 

Free Will 
Baptist 

STATE MEETING
June 6-8, 2022

at the 
Oasis Hotel and 

Convention Center 
Springfield, MO

Speakers:
Derek Altom
Mark Elliott

Ben Ryan
Galen Dixon

Room Cost: $96.00 + tax
All individuals are responsible for 

making thier own hotel reservations.
 Call the Oasis at 417-866-5253

Includes breakout 
sessions on Tuesday!

Preregistration Runs
April 1 - May 25
at mofwb.com

Make plans to          
 join us at the

“Equipping the Saints”
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RECEIPTS
COOP
Alton ................................ $200.00 
Amity ................................ $228.80 
Aulsbury Chapel .............. $755.34 
Bailey ............................ $1,271.00 
Bailey Chapel .................. $234.00 
Beacon ............................ $700.00 
Belton .............................. $725.82 
Bethe- El Dorado Springs  $398.80 
Bethel- Marshfield......... $1,078.80 
Black Oak ..................... $1,887.96 
Byrd ................................. $483.00 
Calvary Chapel ............. $3,194.85 
Calvary Fellowship ....... $7,031.48 
Christ Chapel ................ $3,245.00 
Copper Mines ............... $2,542.67 
Cuba ............................. $1,031.00 
De Soto 1st ................... $3,700.00 
Faith- Fair Grove ............. $512.90 
Faith Chapel .................... $959.40 
Farmington 1st.............. $7,308.48 
Fellowship..................... $3,915.00 
First Day ....................... $2,362.84 
Fredericktown 1st ............ $950.00 
Freeman Chapel ........... $1,036.00 
Generations .................. $1,613.74 
Good News ...................... $463.20 
Gospel Light .................... $800.00 
Grace ............................ $5,789.64 
Grace Fellowship .......... $1,000.00 
Grace Pointe.................... $450.00 
Grant Avenue ................ $1,096.46 
Hannon ......................... $2,060.61 
Happy Home.................... $625.19 
Hartville......................... $6,190.00 
Hazel Creek .................. $3,042.90 
Hopewell ....................... $1,349.00 
Houston 1st .................. $1,950.82 
Hurryville .......................... $732.00 
Kings Way ....................... $400.00 
Koshkonong..................... $130.50 
Leadington .................... $2,229.00 
Lebanon 1st .................. $6,195.98 
Lebanon Green Hills ..... $1,628.40 
Liberty - Gatewood .......... $151.80 
LifePoint........................... $400.00 
Marshfield ..................... $2,291.36 
Mill Creek ......................... $636.40 
Mine La Motte .................... $82.16 
Monett 1st ........................ $621.00 
Mosaic .......................... $2,034.65 
Mountain Grove 1st ...... $2,318.34 
Mt. Pisgah........................ $875.00 
Neosho 1st ................... $1,163.00 
Nevada ......................... $1,199.90 
New Hope ........................ $720.00 

Indian Creek Assoc....... $6,511.95 
Jason Sander .................... $47.58 
Jerry Rader ........................ $40.00 
Josh Provow .................... $100.00 
Leadington ....................... $520.00 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $760.00 
Lebanon Green Hills ........ $588.52 
LifePoint........................... $400.00 
Macedonia - Purdy ..... $18,000.00 
Maria Hanna - Trinity ....... $200.00 
Mill Creek ......................... $140.00 
Mine La Motte .................. $300.00 
MO Women’s Ministry .. $3,153.00 
MOFWB ............................. $50.00 
MOFWB COOP ............ $4,743.85 
Mosaic ............................... $50.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $575.00 
Mt. Pisgah........................ $240.00 
Mt. Pisgah WAC ................ $75.00 
Mt. Zion- “Cuba” .............. $160.00 
Myrtle ............................... $340.65 
Neosho 1st ...................... $500.00 
New Hope ........................ $400.00 
New Life- Licking ............. $121.00 
Number One .................... $120.00 
O’Fallon 1st .................. $2,709.41 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ... $356.00 
Oak Hill .............................. $80.00 
Ozark 1st ......................... $575.00 
Ozark 1st - Heritage  ....... $300.00 
Park Hills 1st.................... $150.00 
Pleasant Home ................ $400.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $140.00 
Purdy 1st ......................... $825.00 
Rejoice............................. $105.00 
Republic........................... $190.00 
Resolve............................ $100.00 
Richwoods 1st ................. $324.00 
Rock Chapel .................... $534.63 
Rodney Bunton ............. $1,000.00 
Ruth Richardson ................ $25.00 
Ruth Van Genderen ...... $1,200.00 
Southeast Association ..... $120.00 
Springfield 1st .................. $975.00 
Stockton........................... $160.00 
Stockton Auxiliary .............. $90.00 
Stonebridge ....................... $50.00 
Thayer .......................... $1,325.00 
Trinity ............................... $315.00 
Trisa Johnson .................... $47.58 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ........... $110.00 
Union Light ...................... $700.00 
United .............................. $950.00 
Unity ................................ $490.00 
Verdella......................... $1,787.59 
Viburnum ........................... $60.00 
Victory- KC ...................... $518.98 
Virginia Bunton ................ $600.00 
Walnut Grove ................... $150.42 
Warren Hall ........................ $25.00 
Waynesville 1st ............. $2,416.00 
West Plains 1st ............. $1,055.00 
West Plains 1st WNAC ...... $75.00 
Willow Springs ................. $349.63 
Wolf Creek ....................... $400.00 
Total ........................... $75,000.45 
 
Missouri Missions
Alden Redfield ................. $100.00 
Cuba .................................. $73.20 
De Soto 1st ...................... $395.00 
Farmington 1st..................... $5.00 
Grace Fellowship .......... $3,000.00 
Indian Creek Assoc....... $6,511.96 
Judith Lemons ................... $47.58 

Loretta Minney ................... $50.00 
Mosaic ............................. $500.00 
Mt. Pisgah WAC ................ $60.00 
Oliver Adamson ............... $120.00 
Ozark 1st ........................... $20.00 
Ozark 1st - Heritage  ....... $200.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .... $50.00 
Republic............................. $25.00 
Restore ............................ $100.00 
Ryan Akers ...................... $100.00 
Scott Keith ....................... $100.00 
Thayer ............................... $25.00 
William Moore .................... $50.00 
Total ........................... $11,532.74 

North American Ministries
Bailey ............................... $200.00 
Belton .............................. $257.58 
Carrie Myers ...................... $25.00 
Copper Mines .................. $200.00 
Cuba .................................. $73.20 
De Soto 1st ...................... $870.00 
De Soto 1st Joy Makers .. $825.00 
Farmington 1st................... $25.00 
Grace ................................. $60.00 
Hartville.............................. $50.00 
Houston 1st ..................... $150.00 
Indian Creek Assoc....... $6,511.96 
Lebanon 1st .................. $2,000.00 
Loretta Minney ................... $50.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ........... $70.00 
Mt. Pisgah........................ $100.00 
Neosho 1st ........................ $20.00 
New Testament .................. $40.00 
O’Fallon 1st ....................... $40.00 
Ozark 1st ......................... $300.00 
Southeast Association ....... $90.00 
Stockton............................. $60.00 
Trinity ............................... $180.00 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ............. $55.00 
Union Light ...................... $170.00 
Union Light WAC ............... $25.00 
Victory- KC ................... $1,070.00 
Waynesville 1st ................ $330.00 
West Plains 1st ............. $1,580.00 
Total ........................... $15,427.74 
 
International Missions
Beacon .............................. $20.00 
Black Oak ........................ $200.00 
Bruce Moore .................... $160.00 
Christ Chapel ................... $195.00 
Copper Mines .................. $700.00 
Cuba ................................ $146.40 
De Soto 1st ...................... $905.00 
De Soto 1st Joy Makers .. $600.00 
Fellowship........................ $620.00 
Fredericktown 1st ............ $460.00 
Freida Hays ....................... $50.00 
Generations ..................... $355.25 
Gospel Light ................. $1,000.00 
Gospel Light SS................. $55.00 
Grace ............................ $1,045.00 
Grant Avenue ..................... $40.00 
Hartville............................ $450.00 
Hopewell WAC ................ $200.00 
Houston 1st .................. $1,264.00 
Indian Creek Assoc..... $13,023.92 
Jones Chapel................... $400.00 
Jones Chapel WNAC....... $100.00 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $937.00 
Mill Creek ......................... $200.00 
Mill Creek- Young Adult ..... $50.00 
Mosaic ............................. $240.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ...... $1,230.00 

New Life- Licking ............. $590.53 
Number One ...................... $50.00 
O’Fallon 1st .................. $2,726.00 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ... $462.30 
Oak Hill ......................... $1,172.00 
One Accord ...................... $912.10 
Ozark 1st ...................... $8,979.15 
Ozark 1st - Heritage ........ $471.90 
Park Hills 1st................. $1,527.90 
Parkview .......................... $393.00 
Pleasant Home ................ $307.30 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $311.00 
Purdy 1st ...................... $2,000.00 
Rejoice.......................... $1,669.49 
Republic........................... $643.96 
Resolve............................ $300.00 
Restore ............................ $461.00 
Rock Chapel ................. $1,935.06 
Safe Harbor ..................... $300.00 
Seymour ....................... $1,862.00 
Smyrna ............................ $168.00 
Springfield 1st ............... $2,749.00 
Stockton........................... $420.70 
Stonebridge .................. $1,760.00 
Thayer .......................... $4,418.00 
Trinity ............................ $2,362.60 
Twin Oak....................... $1,761.92 
Union Light ...................... $359.70 
United ........................... $4,575.54 
Unity ............................. $1,270.00 
Verdella......................... $1,787.59 
Viburnum ......................... $502.00 
Victory- Alton ................ $1,474.63 
Victory- KC ................... $1,994.94 
Waynesville 1st ............. $2,097.84 
West Plains 1st ............. $3,460.00 
Wilderness .................... $1,033.00 
Willow Springs .............. $1,333.07 
Wolf Creek .................... $1,531.00 
Total ........................  $158,128.41 
 
Show-Me Plan
Aulsbury Chapel ................ $90.00 
Beacon ............................ $125.00 
Belton .............................. $350.00 
Bethel- El Dorado Spgs Aux  $600.00 
Black Oak ........................ $360.00 
Brent Emmerson.............. $100.00 
Bruce Moore .................... $200.00 
Byrd ................................... $50.00 
Calvary Chapel .................. $90.00 
Carol Dale.......................... $23.64 
Cheryl Bell ......................... $96.64 
Cleo Reeder ...................... $60.00 
Coon Creek ..................... $100.00 
Copper Mines .................. $661.13 
Cuba ................................ $195.20 
De Soto 1st ................... $1,690.00 
De Soto 1st Joy Makers .. $600.00 
Farmington 1st.............. $1,085.00 
Farmington 1st- WAC ...... $100.00 
Fellowship........................ $895.00 
First Day ....................... $1,181.43 
Frank Webster ................... $60.00 
Fredericktown 1st ............ $260.00 
Freeman Chapel ........... $1,440.00 
Gary Tune .......................... $96.64 
Generations ..................... $642.25 
Generations Women ........ $150.00 
Gospel Light ................. $1,800.00 
Grace ............................ $1,576.00 
Grant Avenue ..................... $15.00 
Hartville............................ $320.00 
Hopewell ............................ $16.73 
Hopewell WAC .................. $50.00 

Please note: The amounts listed are for two months,   
December, 2021 - January, 2022Financial  Report

COOP Disbursements
December 2021 January 2022
19%  MO Missions.........  $30,044.40 
21.5%  Gen/Exec...........  $33,997.61 
8.5%  Youth Camp .........  $13,440.91 
2%   Youth Ministries .......  $3,162.57 
2%   Christian Education .  $3,162.57 
2%   Senior Adult Min ......  $3,162.57 
9%   State Retirement ...  $14,231.56 
3%   Show-Me .................  $4,743.85 
33%  Nat’l Ministries .......$46,332.73
Randall U (.1121) .............  $5,849.64 
Total Disbursed ..........  $158,128.41 
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Available Churches
Lead Hill

Mansfield, MO
Contact: Jim Cantrell

417-689-1848

Leadington
Leadington, MO

Contact: Vernon Wilfong
573-760-6755

Lebanon Greenhills
Lebanon, MO

Contact: Nathan Ruble
417-588-9664

New Life
Licking, MO

Contact: Warren Livingston
573-674-3440

One Accord
Nixa, MO

Contact: Larry Bassham
417-824-0946

Pleasant Hill
Thayer, MO

Contact: Tom Grooms
417-280-1400

New Hope ........................ $200.00 
O’Fallon 1st .................. $1,185.00 
Oak Hill ............................ $100.00 
Ozark 1st ...................... $2,926.50 
Park Hills 1st.................... $125.00 
Parkway ........................... $500.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $100.00 
Rejoice.......................... $1,525.00 
Second Free Will ............. $100.00 
Southeast Association ....... $90.00 
Stockton............................. $80.00 
Thayer ............................. $225.00 
Trinity ................................. $60.00 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ............. $65.00 
Union Light ...................... $150.00 
Union Light WAC ............... $25.00 
Verdella......................... $1,600.00 
Victory- KC ...................... $245.75 
Waynesville 1st ................ $570.00 
West Plains 1st ................ $270.00 
Total ........................... $34,788.82 

DESIGNATED 
ACM ..............................................
Bailey............................... $205.00 
Total ................................ $205.00 

Berea Ministries ...........................
Bailey ............................... $140.00 
Southeast Association ....... $45.00 
Total ................................ $185.00 

Ch-TN
Bailey ............................... $300.00 
Belton ................................ $60.00 
Bruce Moore ...................... $40.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $160.00 
Grace ............................ $1,590.00 
Hartville............................ $100.00 
Mill Creek ........................... $50.00 
Myrtle ............................... $140.65 
Ozark 1st - Heritage .......... $74.23 
Purdy 1st ...................... $1,897.00 
Union Light ...................... $176.63 
Unity ................................ $300.00 
Total ............................. $4,888.51 

Fermin Sanchez
Stockton............................. $50.00 
Total .................................. $50.00 

Getsemani CH
Stockton............................. $30.00 
Total .................................. $30.00 

Issachar Center
Verdella............................ $357.52 
Total ................................ $357.52 

Rainbow Ministries
Mountain Grove 1st ........... $30.00 
Total .................................. $30.00 
Randall U
Beacon .............................. $20.00 
Fellowship.......................... $80.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $330.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
West Plains 1st ................ $250.00 
Total ................................ $880.00 

Welch College
Beacon .............................. $20.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $120.00 
Farmington 1st................. $200.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $330.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
West Plains 1st ................ $300.00 
Total ............................. $1,170.00 

WNAC
Maria Hanna - Trinity ....... $200.00 
Stockton Auxiliary .............. $10.00 
Union Light WAC ............... $50.00 
Total ................................ $260.00 

Young Children’s Home ..............
Thayer ............................... $26.00 
Total .................................. $26.00 
 
Youth Camp
Cuba ................................ $100.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $160.00 
De Soto 1st Joy Makers .. $600.00 
Hannon ............................ $300.00 
Hartville............................ $100.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $100.00 
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $30.00 
Myrtle ................................. $73.48 
Oak Hill .............................. $80.00 
Ozark 1st ........................... $20.00 
Ruth Van Genderen ......... $700.00 
Stockton Auxiliary .............. $30.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
Trinity ................................. $45.00 
West Plains 1st .................. $50.00 
Willow Springs ................. $100.00 
Total ............................. $2,688.48 

Youth Camp Develpment
Verdella............................ $536.28 
Total ................................ $536.28 

Pleasant Home
Mtn. Grove, MO

Contact: Shirley Reed
417-948-2365

Pleasant Ridge
Alton, MO

Contact: Glenn Booker
417-270-0994

Rock Chapel
Norwood, MO

Contact: Shelby Moore
417-746-4751
417-464-0038

Victory
Kansas City, MO

Contact: Brett Johnson
816-582-4070

Darrell Vinson
816-454-2066

Available for Fill-In
Cody Alley

Lebanon, MO
573-664-6945 

Rich Barker
Park Hills, MO
573-664-6947

Jack Brown
Kansas City, MO

816-267-0550

Ed Fields
Cuba, MO

573-368-0746

Scott McCully
Joplin, MO

417-236-4382

David Mitchener
Ozark MO

417-840-2164

Gary Parker
Desloge, MO
314-740-4444

Lindell Richardson
Desloge, MO
573-366-1850

Carl Short
Blue Springs, MO

816-509-5568

Jason Williams
Ozark, MO

417-260-7078

If you are a minister available to fill in on a 
Sunday morning or your church is seeking a 

pastor and wishes to be included please contact 
the MOFWB State Office at 417-532-6537 or 

stan@mofwb.org 

Thank you for supporting 
these Free Will Baptist 

Ministries!!

$ 902,453.07

$ 340,780.00

Church & Individual Giving 
January 1 - December 31, 2021
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Husband of One Wife: An Exegesis
provides an in-depth examination of a key 
biblical qualification for pastor—marital 
status—and discusses contrasting views 
and interpretations of various qualifica-
tions listed in 1 Timothy 3:1-7, with particu-
lar attention to how divorce impacts one’s 
ability to serve in the role of minister. The 
book has multiple authors and addresses 
the questions:

• Is the Divorced Minister Permanently 
  Disqualified From Pastoral Ministry?
• Must the Local Church Pastor Be 
  Married?
• Is “Husband of One Wife” More 
  Important Than the Other Pastoral 
  Requirements…or Do They Possess 
  Equal Weight?
• Is Polygamy Part of the Equation?
• Can A Divorced Pastor Lead in Ministry 
  Again?


