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from the

Editor, Stan Bunch

“OK, We’ll Need to Go to Plan B”
Backup plans are “usually” a good idea.
Most homes now have a backup heating
or cooling plan. Some have invested in a
generator plant in the case of a prolonged
electrical outage. We have the MOFWB
financial records and other sensitive information backed up on three different
electronic media formats as well as a
good assortment of hard copies. Having
a backup plan is “usually” a good idea.
I recently asked an undocumented gentleman about his plans for healthcare
in the event of a serious illness. His response was interesting. “I have the best
medical coverage in the world. My doctor is the best! He is Jesus, I trust in Him.”
Honestly, his answer surprised me and
my unspoken reaction was, “Yeah, that
works until you have an appendicitis.”
On the other hand, he is, with his faith
where most believers in this world are as
well. Most of our brothers and sisters in
the world have no concept of our backup
plans for life. Their only recourse in the
event of a problem or catastrophe is to
resort to “Plan A,” that is trusting God.
Isaiah 44:14-20 speaks of the vanity of
idolatry. We read the passage & very
easily look over our own false gods, our
“Plan B,” or our acceptable idols. What
are they? Money, Insurance, Prescriptions, Social Security, Retirement Plans,
Credit, Drugs/Alcohol, Pleasure and
entertainment, Sports, Sex, Counselors,
Lawsuits, Bankruptcy, etc.. Are these
bad? Most definitely not! However, a
false god or idol is anything to which we
ascribe the power to deliver us. Or, anything to which we would say, audibly or
in silence, “Deliver me for thou art my
god.” Isa. 44:17
Plan A for reaching people who do not
know Jesus is for each believer to “Go.”
The Great Commission is to GO, both
to the regions beyond, and at home. We
have erected an idol of expecting the lost
to come to us. It is a Plan B, false god of
evangelism. “People just won’t come to
church anymore.” Could it be because

we have forsaken God’s Plan A of going and embraced a false god Plan B of
expecting them to come to us? For the
record, there is no Plan B of evangelism.
The only plan is for God’s people to creatively and intentionally go forth prayerfully seeking the lost.
Plan A for the presentation of the Word
is for pastors and teachers to pray, asking for Holy Spirit guidance, to study the
Word, to plan ahead and develop biblically grounded messages that expect life
change from the listeners. Those of us
who are privileged to handle the Word of
God should do so under the leadership of
the Holy Spirit. Plan B in this ministry
would look to the gods of drama, antics,

warmed over sermons or using other’s
manuscripts as if they were original.
When the Word is presented, God’s Plan
A is for His messenger to be led by Him,
dependent upon Him, expecting God’s
blessing on the Word and fruit in the lives
of the hearers. There is no Plan B for the
presentation of the Word.
When it comes to loving people, Plan A
is to love all people unconditionally. We
love people of all colors, nationalities,
genders, and creeds. We love people of
mixed marriages, gay lifestyles, adulterous lifestyles, and those who are different from us. We desire for them to come
in repentance, be discipled, and become
a part of our congregation. The Plan B
god would reject those same people, or
at least refrain from any attempt to reach

them using separation, purity, standards,
compromise or any number of convenient conservative catch words to disguise
our own prejudice or bigotry. Friends,
we are called to a Plan A of loving people
unconditionally as God loves all of us.
We are to love all people, urge them to
repent, disciple them, and then embrace
them into the family of God and enjoy
the privilege of serving along side them.
There is no Plan B.
Could the material blessing that God has
graciously poured out upon our society
be a carefully disguised Plan B god that
has hindered our churches? When our
attendance is dipping is our first inclination to look to God, humble ourselves,
pray and repent, or to pull out the Plan
B god and call in an ‘evangelist’ and pay
some singers to ‘get people interested’
again? When the youth are becoming
apathetic do we call upon God as adults,
seek His wisdom and petition Him for
youth renewal or do we again call upon
the Plan B god and organize a cool outing, a youth party or pizza bash? When
it seems that our services are becoming
very bland, predictable, or dry do we
call upon God in prayer while calling for
congregational fasting? Do we ask God
to reveal hidden sin to us and then confess and repent? Or, do we opt to drag
out the old Plan B god and learn a new
upbeat song, change the order of services
and in some way attempt to create our
own spiritual fervor?
Plan A, is God’s plan. Plan A would
move us to seek Him and His Word
for guidance, wisdom, answers and the
proper way to proceed in all of the above
situations. Looking back over the list of
thoughts regarding Plan B, most of the
ideas are not bad or evil in and of themselves. When implemented most of the
Plan B ideas would come from a sincere
desire to do good. However, God has a
plan and it is perfect. Our first and foremost step of action in any ministry or for
life in general is to look to God’s Plan A.
God has no Plan B. Proverbs 3:5-6
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from the Missions

Jonah

Director, Frank Webster

Verses The Mission Board

Recently I was reminded again on just how vast God is when it comes to whom He calls to spread His message. We typically
think that He only calls the brightest and well-organized to spread the Gospel. Surely He wouldn’t use those who easily lose
focus on the call or aren’t particularly good at loving people, would He? Well, there are a few accounts in the Bible in which the
statement is made that “nothing is impossible with God”.
Remember Jonah? This is a guy who when God told him to go to the wicked city of Nineveh and warn them of the destruction
coming their way, hopped on the first boat in the other direction to, get this, get away from the presence of God. Now that’s
some intelligent thinking that you can get away from the presence of God by way of sailboat. That’s about as good as his problem solving skills to hop a ship to anywhere except where God wants him. Jonah certainly isn’t scoring “high” on my “Decision
Making” or “Vision Casting” categories of the evaluation. But God keeps calling him to go.
As we continue to read the account of Jonah we see that God gets Jonah’s attention in a big way. Big enough that he takes his
stinky skin, and heart, to Nineveh and preaches repentance to the city. The result? The whole city repents! Jonah is of course in
elation of the saving grace of God, right? Nope. He is mad at God for showing them mercy. That gets him an “F” on my “Loving
People You Are Called To Reach” page of my assessment. But God continues to work with Jonah.
Finally the account of Jonah ends with God letting Jonah know that he isn’t the rule of grace or the standard of mercy but that
He, God, is.
When it comes to Church Planting we don’t always approve the most experienced, or the most praised in reference checking.
Sometimes they are very sharp and praised by past ministry partners. Other times, not so much. I can’t say honestly that one
category has been more successful than the other either. But it isn’t as much a guessing game as you may read into this. As you
see in the story of Jonah, if God calls one of His to go and he or she doesn’t follow through, He has a way of making that known.
Here is what I realize from His Word.
• God does the choosing, not me. From Jonah to King David you see variation of character and evaluation scores, yet the
common denominator is that God picks whom He wants to use.
• God is eventually the one who does the drawing of the hearts of people. God prepared the hearts of those in Nineveh
and the hearts of those in your church. Jesus states that when He is lifted up, He, will draw all men to Himself.
• God builds the church through His love, mercy and grace. Paul said that some water and some feed but God gives the
increase. God loves the people of Nineveh, He loves Jonah and he loves the ones
we send church planters to call out to.
• The one called must do what he was called to do. God demanded His direction of Jonah, and He demands it of the church planter today. Then, when the one
called does what God told him to do, the mercy and grace flow.
• God always get the glory, because He deserves it. You can see in every instance; ship, sea, sailors, big fish and in Nineveh, God is glorified.
Thank you for your prayers as we seek to send more, who are called, to preach
repentance in our State, Nation and World. Together we reach out further.
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New Life - Licking
We are over-joyed to report that we have had
the opportunity to baptize 19 people since
June 26 of this year, all in the river at Boiling
Springs. Our first baptism was with 11 candidates. The second group of 7 was baptized
on August 28. Our most recent baptism was
on October 2, when we baptized Tommy
Friend. We are also happy to announce that
we will be baptizing another couple before
the end of the year. God has been blessing
our church tremendously with Christians
who are eager to follow the Lord.
NOTE: Congratulations to Pastor Darius
Wentz, his wife Jennifer and the congregation of the New Life Church.

Bethel - El Dorado Springs
Bethel Free Will Baptist Church in El Dorado
Springs, Mo. was blessed to have a baptism on Sunday, Oct. 9, 2016. Pastor Dennis Johnston baptized
four people. One of the young men was saved at
church camp last summer. We were also blessed
to be able to use the baptistry at one of our local
churches.

Grant Avenue Celebrates
60th Anniversary

Baptism
Abbi Driscoll was baptized on
November 20, 2016 at Grant
Avenue. Abbi accepted Christ
in her heart and the church
rejoiced as a family!

On October 16, 2016
Grant Avenue celebrated 60 years of ministry. Rev. Nathan Ruble
brought the sermon
message, commending
the church for its love
and outreach through
the years. The Grant
Avenue Children’s Bell Choir performed and a luncheon followed the morning service.
In the afternoon, music was provided by past members with a message by Rev. Stan
Bunch and a presentation of a plaque for the church’s ministry from 1956-2016. A video
tribute was shown throughout the services. The family of Lester Hilton, the founding
pastor was in attendance for the celebration. There was a sweet spirit of joy, happiness
and excitement about the future present. Rev. Keith Garrison currently serves as the
pastor
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Victory - Kansas City
Victory FWB Church celebrated pastor appreciation month on October 30, 2016. They surprised
pastor Kevin Williford and family with a dinner,
gifts and a “thank you” for his 10 years of service.

Verdella125th Anniversary

Seymour
October 16, 2016, Hot Rod and old
fashion days followed by a fellowship dinner brought rejoicing when
two rededicated their lives to Christ
and one was saved. The Howell family singers brought the message in
songs. Pastor Derek gave us a challenge that if we had over 225 in attendance he would eat his lunch on
the roof. Several in the community
brought their old cars.
Right: Pastor Derek Terry, Associate
pastor Brandon Myers and Deacon
Mitchell Plummer enjoyed lunch on
roof of the church.

October marked a
125 year milestone
for the Free Will Baptist Church at Verdella in Liberal, MO.
Several former pastors and one deacon
were invited back to
share God's Word
and reminisce with friends and family. With a theme of
God's "Faithfulness," the entire month was both a blessing
and encouragement to all who fellowship at Verdella. The
month also included a visit from Jenny Stogsdill (Hanna
Project) and a community Camp Meeting (held at Liberal
City park) hosted by Hannon FWB. Dalton Windsor is the
current pastor of the church. Pictured below: Executive
Director (and former Verdella pastor) Stan Bunch presents
deacon Roger Phillips (and others), with a plaque commemorating the milestone.

Notice: When sending
baptism pictures to the
GEM please be aware that
due to space issues group
photos are preferred.
These events are shared so that we
might rejoice together in what God is
doing in our MO churches. Any and all
glory is for God and God alone!
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First Steps in
Turnaround:

I received an unusual combination Father’s Day/Birthday
gift this year. The gift was a print out of plans for a new
picnic table for the backyard along with the promise of assistance with the labor to construct the project. The plans
had been selected based on seating capacity and the design
features that would allow an umbrella to be placed in the
center of the octagonal shape of the picnic table.
Investigating the plans for shaping rectangular boards
into an octagonal pattern revealed a series of angled cuts
and pocket holes for screws that seemed a bit complex but
manageable. Further investigation of the size of the table
and the amount of lumber included suggested that it would
be heavy. Indeed, it appeared it would be very, very heavy.
Since we planned to place the table in the back yard to take
advantage of shade from our large pecan tree, it appeared
that the very, very heavy table would need to be moved several times each year to mow the grass.
Evaluating the plans against our carpentry skills and with
the notion of mobility in mind led us to scrap the elaborate
octagonal shaped table in favor of a traditional rectangular
picnic table.
Churches and their leaders who plan and work toward
turnaround must use the same kind of process to discern the right plan to both take advantage of the human
resources available in the congregation and reach the unchurched and dechurched population in the community.
The Missouri State Executive Office, State Missions Board
and the National Association of Free Will Baptists are working to provide guidance and coaching to help churches make
a turnaround. Some will double or triple in size as they
realize the potential the Lord has placed before them. Still
others will see revitalized programs and more effective
ministries as a result. Turnaround, by simple definition,
results in something different. Change can be awkward and
frightening or it can be pleasant and rewarding. Undergirding our overall approach to turnaround in existing congregations are four core principles that will always show up in
turnaround.
Page 8 / GEM Magazine / January - February, 2017

Recognize,
Organize,
Mobilize

1. An outward focus will be regained or intensified.
2. Members will display responsible, high-expectation
behavior.
3. A clear discipleship process will be in place.
4. Leadership and relational skills will constantly
improve.
Our desire in considering church turnaround or revitalization is to maximize Kingdom impact by equipping and
inspiring local churches to accomplish the Great Commission. Many of these churches are already well down the road
of turnaround. Others are just beginning that sometimes
daunting task. Thus in addition to this plan, coaching and
mentoring opportunities will also be organized for those
who are willing to make that level of higher commitment.
Gregory Tyree, in his doctoral thesis, describes churches in
need of turnaround as established churches that have experienced one or more of the following:
•
•
•
•
•

numerical decline or plateau,
serious conflict,
severe demographic shift,
have become non-evangelistic with few, if any converts,
felt the blow of some inside or outside force resulting
in decline, financial loss, ministry ineffectiveness, or
some other ecclesiastical malady.

When viewed in this context the need for turnaround may
relate to the need for community or economic renewal.
Many urban communities as well as many small towns and
villages face the prospect of severe demographic shift due
to bleak economic conditions. Also when viewed in this
context the need for turnaround may relate to the need to
regain church health. An unhealthy church cannot deal
well with conflict nor will it be attractive to new converts.
Regaining spiritual vitality will force us to address three
important areas, numeric decline, the lack of evangelism
and ministry ineffectiveness.
You really cannot debate the wisdom of Bill Easum when
he insists that only four processes grow a church and any-

Church Life Cycle

SOLVENT,
HEALTHY
CHURCH

DECLINING
CHURCH

Line of Sustainability

Line of Vitality

NEW
CHURCH

DYING
CHURCH

http://www.stcba.org/page/reversionary_clauses (St. Clair Baptist Assn.)
thing else has little to no impact. These four core processes are:
Inviting people to Christ and the Church,
Connecting with those who show up so they return,
Discipling those who stay, and
Sending them back out into the world to be neighborhood
missionaries. People win people and the people most likely to be reached are those already included in our friend
and family connections. (Adapted from the General Baptist Messenger, Used with permission)
The image of the life cycle of a church illustrates four possible phases in the life span of a church. All local congregations fit into one of the four quadrants. Our desire
is to live in the “Solvent, Healthy Church” quadrant. We
must take deliberate actions to continually minister as a
healthy church. Church vitality is the result of faith that
is expressed through intentionally making adjustments in
our attitudes, methodology and vision, as well as continually seeking to be passionate in our pursuit of God.
When a local congregation’s spiritual vitality or health declines their sustainability will eventually be decreased and
their continuance as a local church is in jeopardy.

There is good news. The Ephesian church in Revelation
chapter 2 was facing spiritual decline and death. Jesus gave
them a message of hope. The steps were to consider their
spiritual condition, repent, and then be restored through
Him in their spiritual journey. These same principles apply to congregations today. There is hope.
Ironically, church health can be like physical health. One
can be suffering from an illness and be unaware that there
is anything wrong. On the other hand, a person may know
that he or she is ill and be unwilling to admit it or seek
medical attention. Still yet, a person may think that something may be wrong and simply not know what to do. In
each of these scenarios the intervention of a concerned &
loving friend or loved one may save the person’s life. It
may be obvious to outsiders that a local congregation is
unhealthy and headed down a path to decline or death.
The previous examples of inattention apply here as well.
Wisdom would dictate and demand the intervention of
someone who could help diagnose the spiritual condition
of the congregation and offer the resources to help. One
thing is certain, delaying needed assessment and intervention can be critical.

For more information on Church Revitalization contact the MOFWB State Executive Office.
Recommended reading: “To Dream Again by Robert D. Dale”
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up. We decided to take him to his nearby house. One of our
translators carried him while I held pressure. When we got
in the boy’s home I saw a clean but very dark place. Tapestry
covered all the walls, with low lighting. It seemed depressing. I showed the mother how to hold pressure.
Later, close to time to leave for the day, the boy and his
mother came to show us that the bleeding had stopped and
he was doing well. The mother gave me a hug. I was so happy that she had accepted our help and wanted to thank us.
I knew I would have a good experience on this, my first trip
outside the US but I didn't expect to take so much back with
me. After all we were there to help them, not ourselves!
I was a member of The Hanna Project (THP) Team to Central
Asia for 10 days in August 2016. Our construction project
included concrete walkways around the newly built Hope
Center, a large playground fence, and making swings.
We also conducted an eye clinic for reading glasses and activities for the children living in the Hope Center neighborhood. Over 250 attended the eye clinic and each took home
a Bible in their language. Approximately 40 children went
to the zoo and park with our team. Workers and translators
from the church also were involved in each of these activities.
Contact information was obtained from all who came to the
eye clinic and all of the children. The Hope Center has many
to follow up with in the coming months.
I was working in the eye clinic when I was asked to come to
the hallway to help with an injury since I am an RN. A boy
about 10 years old had been riding his bike and deeply cut
the back of his leg, right above the heel. There was a wide
path of blood from the doorway to the bench where he had
been seated. His shoe was full of the blood that was pouring
from the injury. I held firm pressure but the blood didn’t stop.
Someone brought one of the wound care kits we had taken
to distribute. We used the gauze from the kit to bandage the
wound but it still required pressure. Since the eye clinic was
still seeing people, we needed to clear the hallway and clean it

THP Needs:

prayer, team members, wound care kits, school kits,
container shipping expenses, expenses for workers and
project materials, other supplies for projects
(see https://hannaproject.com/give/in-kind-donations/)
More information about The Hanna Project can be found at

www.hannaproject.com
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The next afternoon the father of the boy came to give me
a hug too. I was again happy that our efforts had been appreciated enough that he took the time to come and let us
know.
I am so glad that this boy knew where to turn for help. I
pray that he and his entire family know Jesus as their Savior
very, very soon. On our last day to work at the Hope Center
it was dark when we left to go back to the church for the
night. Just as I was getting in to the car the boy came to tell
me he was doing very well. I’ll never forget that hug.
Please consider how you can help with The Hanna Project.
Don’t think that you can’t be a team member. God can use
you. You just need to be willing.
I would like to share my experience with your church or
WAC group and explain how THP is reaching people by
partnering with local groups throughout the world. If you
are interested, you can contact me thru the State Office.
~Joan Wilson, Verdella FWB

THP WOUND
CARE KIT
Gather:
• assorted band-aids
• antibiotic cream
• gauze rolls and pads
• aceaminophen (Tylenol) tablets & liquid
• anti-itch cream (hydrocortisone
Place all in in a one gallon Ziplock bag.
Send to:

The Hanna Project
5233 Mt. View Road
Antioch, TN 37013

Compelling Compassion for Oklahoma City
Randall University (Hillsdale) Students in Action

Every time I visit the people of downtown Oklahoma City
I witness a compassion that causes a lump to rise in my
throat and tears to fill my eyes. I experience similar feelings when I see that the conditions of the people there are
still the same. The nomads who occupy the tents and cardboard boxes near Sheridan and Western are plagued with
mental illnesses, confined by addictions, consumed with
hunger, and ultimately forgotten. This particular day was
no exception.
On November 17th several students and I piled out of
school vans and landed in the middle of what appeared to
be the dump. A man and woman were screaming obscenities at each other as they attempted to climb out of their
landfill to accept the coffee and breakfast we offered them.
As we walked through a lot, that at first glance seemed
vacant, we saw tents, tarps, boxes, sticks, and even an old
McDonald’s sign used to shelter these people from the devastations of life.
Good morning. Would you like some coffee or orange
juice?
As the students dispersed in groups of three or more, I was
comforted by their eagerness to deliver food, blankets and
coats to these strangers.
“Happy Birthday to you. Happy Birthday to…”
The song drew my attention across the lot to where most of
the students had gathered around a couple, singing “Happy
Birthday,” and bringing a smile to a man who might otherwise have not been recognized on such an important day. I
also smiled and thought, Isn’t God good? Thank you, Lord,
for bringing us here today. And then it happened. The
lump started to rise in my throat as I saw a student remove
his jacket and hand it to the man next to him. It was a gift.
A birthday gift. A gift given out of compelling compassion
for the stranger he so desperately wanted to feel loved on
his special day.
This was not the first
time a student felt
compelled to
give in this
way. A few
years ago, I
was driving
downtown
when one
of my students said,
Pull
over,
Ms.
Black-

well! That woman isn’t wearing any shoes!
To my left was a woman with a black eye, a bloody nose,
and bare feet. The student grabbed the shoes her mother
donated, jumped out of the van, and walked over to the
stranger. She sat down next to the woman. They talked,
laughed and cried together. And then it happened. My
eyes filled with tears. I was no longer able to swallow as I
watched this student remove her own shoes and give them
to the woman. Once she realized that the donated shoes
would not fit, she had so much compassion for this socially
dejected woman that she handed over her own shoes before hugging her and skipping back to the van barefoot. She
never considered that her own feet were now at risk. She
wasn’t bothered by the broken glass on the curb. She didn’t
even care about losing a pair of shoes she liked wearing.
She was compelled to give a gift. It was a gift of compassion.
Possibly the most profound moment I have witnessed
happened last year when a student removed his gloves
and gave them to a man who was so cold he could barely
move. It was freezing that day and the wind made being
outside almost impossible. I heard the student say, “Man. I
want to give that guy these gloves but my hands are like ice
already.” He wasn’t talking to me or anyone else for that
matter. He was reasoning with the desire to give this stranger something he desperately needed himself. And then it
happened. The lump rose in my throat as I saw the student
walking towards the cold man. The look on the student’s
face said everything. He was trying to swallow the lump in
his own throat. He was about to give a gift of compassion, a
compassion so compelling that it can’t be shaken.
As I reflect on these memories I am thankful for the opportunity to serve people in this way. I am overwhelmed
by the lessons the Lord has taught me through these students. And I am struck by the compassion God has for me,
my students, and the social outcasts of the tent district in
downtown OKC. He saw mankind lost in the landfill of
sin we have created and chose to give a gift of compassion.
He didn’t step out of a van to deliver the gift. God stepped
down from His throne to become the gift we desperately
needed. He gave us a Savior. And as the lump rises in my
throat and my eyes fill with tears, I begin to hum a song and
consider my Friend, my Teacher, my Savior, my Lord.
“Happy Birthday to you. Happy Birthday to you. Happy
Birthday dear Jesus. Happy Birthday to you. I love you.”
~Jody Blackwell
Dean of Students
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C hurch T raining S ervice

SCM Ad

The CTS Ministry expo
provides many opportunities
for students to participate in
activities that increase biblical
knowledge, refine their
God-given abilities, and practice
for future church ministry.

2017 CTS MINISTRY EXPO
It’s that time again! The 2017 CTS Ministry Expo is just around the corner. We hope and pray that you are encouraging
your students to take part.
We urge our pastors and youth leaders to encourage their students to get involved. There are many different divisions and
categories in which to compete, ranging from Bible Memorization, to music, to developing an app for an iPhone. This is
a fantastic opportunity to show our students how their talents/abilities can be used for the building of God’s Kingdom.
Whatever their interest is, there’s a category of competition that will allow them to use their talents to glorify God.

The 2017 CTS Ministry Expo will be held at the
United FWB Church in West Plains, MO on March 31-April 1, 2017.
Hotel arrangements will be made as soon as possible, and that information will be made available through Facebook
and email. This two-day competition is scheduled to begin around 7:00 pm on Friday night. A rough schedule will be
released prior to the event.

There are two ways to register:

First, you can go to mofwb.com and you can find a PDF document that you can download and print. Or you can find
the registration form located in the back of the Competition Guidelines booklet. Remember, a registration form has
to be completed for each entry a student participates in. Please mail your completed entry forms to:
First Free Will Baptist Church
C/O Andy Rains
280 VanBuren St.
Lebanon, MO 65536

(Entry forms must be postmarked by March 1, 2017.)
Be sure you have an up-to-date copy of the Competition Guidelines. We want each of you to be prepared for what your
category requires. They are available through Randall House. You can call them directly at (800) 877-7030 or online at
www.randallhouse.com.
If you are on Facebook, please “like” us! Our group is “Missouri Free Will Baptist Youth Board.” We will post updates,
news and other information that pertains to the Ministry Expo and the MO State Youth Conference.
As always, we appreciate your prayers. And continue to pray for the students in your church.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.
Andy Rains
Chairman, MO FWB Youth Board
andyrains@lebanonfirstchurch.com
Cell: (417) 718-6618

Download registration forms by clicking on the calendar & events tab at mofwb.com

2016 Conference
Elevate
Equip
Encourage
This year’s E3 Conference was another remarkable fall
weekend at Camp Windermere located in Roach, MO right
on the Lake of the Ozarks. We had a little over 300 attendees this year from all over the state and even bordering
states. The theme for this year’s conference was “All in for
the Kingdom” with the main emphasis on the verse found
in Matthew 13:44 that deals with the parable of the hidden
treasure.
The weekend conference kicked off Friday evening with a
concert led by Matt Papa and his band; they stayed throughout the rest of the conference leading us in praise and worship before each breakout session. Our guest speaker for
the weekend was former University of Kentucky men’s
basketball player and 2 time NCAA champion, Cameron
Mills. Cameron brought the message the entire weekend, in
which he also talked about his childhood, his relationship
with Jesus, and the hard work it took for him to achieve his
goals. Games and activities were also a part of the Friday
evening activities. We were also joined by our fellow Free

Will Baptist colleges: Welch College and Randall University. Recruiters were sent from both schools to help build
relationships and discuss educational options with the high
school students.
I feel this weekend was a great retreat for the junior high
and high school students. In asking around it was apparent that the students thoroughly enjoyed the breakout sessions with speaker Cameron Mills, the praise and worship
with Matt Papa to start each session, as well as exploring the
camp sites.
We would like to give thanks to all of those who support
this ministry, the sponsors in attendance, Matt Papa and his
band, Cameron Mills, Gary Coy (sound & lighting), as well
as the staff at Camp Windermere. As always we are continuing our efforts to make our annual E3 Conference the best
it can be while focusing on our mission, which is to equip,
encourage, and elevate our youth.
~Seth Moon
Youth Ministries Board
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2017 Minister’s Retreat

:
t
s
o
C 0
$10
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March 6th-8th DOOR P EAR
RIZES
Cross Pointe Retreat Center &
GIVEW
AYS!
Speaker: Rob Morgan

Robert J. Morgan is the teaching pastor of The Donelson Fellowship in Nashville, Tennessee,
where he has served for 35 years. He is a best-selling and Gold-Medallion winning writer with
more than 35 books in print and more than 4 million copies in circulation in multiple languages.
He is a writer for Dr. David Jeremiah and Turning Points Magazine, and has many articles published in other leading Christian periodicals. He is also a regular contributor to The Huffington
Post. Rob has appeared on numerous national television and radio shows.

He and his wife Katrina have three daughters and fourteen grandchildren. He is also co-owner of
Roan Mountain Bed and Breakfast in Roan Mountain, Tennessee (roanmountainbedandbreakfast.com). In 2014, Rob
was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree from his alma mater, Columbia International University.

For REGISTRATION & more INFORMATION go to MOFWB.COM

Ministers’ Wives’
Retreat
"You will find yourself
growing

closer to God
& laughing

at the same time."

Recipe For Life
April 21 & 22, 2017

W

M R
Wives’

Cross Pointe Retreat Center,
Rocky Mount, MO
Speaker:

Rayne Ethetton

Christian speaker & comedian

Register by April 3, 2017
$75 registration fee. Includes room,
conference fee, dinner Friday
& Breakfast Saturday.

REGISTRATION FORM & MORE INFO can be found at

WWW. MOFWB.COM under the calendar/events tab

For more information contact: Betsy Earls: 417-345-8049 betsyannearls@gmail.com
or Debbie Webster: 417-288-2407 dswebster29@gmail.com
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2017 Senior Adult Retreat
Ramada Oasis 2546 N. Glenstone, Springfield, MO

May 8-10, 2017

Music: The Lesters

This years speakers:

• Don Anderson, pastor of Republic FWB Church
• Wes Rider, pastor of Hannon FWB Ccurch
• Michael Wooton from the FWB Foundation

Please Note: A $15 deposit per person is required with registration. The retreat fee covers

2 nights at the Ramada Oasis, 2 breakfasts, and 2 dinners. Attendees will need to provide their
own lunch on Tuesday. Check-in time at the hotel will begin at 2 pm on Monday. The Senior
Board is sorry, but they are unable to accept payment by debit or credit cards. You may pay by
check or cash. Make checks payable to MOFWB Senior Board.

COST:

Single $135.00 per person
Double $95.00 per person

Registration Form

(Due by Monday, April 17th)

Triple $90.00 per person
Quad. $85.00 per person

Mail to: Ron Blanks (417-256-5693)
9172 County Road 6990
West Plains, MO 65775

Name _________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________ State _________ Zip_______________
Phone # _______________________________________________________________________
Church ___________________________________ Pastor ______________________________
List All Persons Staying In a Room
______________________________________

____________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________

Special needs: ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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Ministry Gems
News Tidbits from Around the State

Truth & Peace to Host Largest Conference Nashville, TN The
33rd Truth and Peace Student Leadership Conference will will
be held in July 2017. It will be the largest Truth and Peace conference with 144 students from 19 states and 2 countries. Truth and
Peace will meet on the campus of Welch College, in Gallatin, TN
for training before traveling to Louisville, KY, where they will
serve as support staff for the Vertical Three Conference.
The Truth and Peace Conference equips students to grow as
leaders in their church, school, and community. Truth and Peace
students have graduated to become teachers, business leaders,
and ministry leaders across the nation and around the world
Truth and Peace Weekend Announced - Vertical Three and
Randall House are expanding the opportunities for students to
learn about their personal leadership potential. With the newly
announced Truth and Peace Weekend Students can experience a small part of what it is like to be apart of the Truth and
Peace conference. This opportunity is open to students grades
7-12 and will be held in Nashville, TN on March 10th and 11th
and Owasso, OK on March 24th and 25th. To learn more visit
truthandpeaceonline.com.

advance, either to the individual or to the church. It is so easy
to lose sight of God when goods increase. It so easy to lean on
human agencies and cease praying and relying upon God when
material prosperity comes to the church. -E.M. Bounds, The Essentials of Prayer pp.33
“We preachers, as pastor-teachers, need to focus on our call to
preach messages that change lives. We must purpose to evaluate every sermon we preach in light of the biblical change it
brings about in the lives of our congregants!” Michael Fabarez“Preaching that Changes Lives”
The construction of the Clifton Church in Thayer is progressing. Thank you for your prayers for this congregation. Their
church building was destroyed by fire. Insurance did not cover
all of the rebuilding expense. Congregations desiring to send
gifts to help may send them to the MOFWB State Office and we
will forward them to the Clifton FWB Church. Thank you.
Now that’s a blessing. Next time you are buying a burger, pay
for the person’s meal behind you. “God bless you is a great way
to respond to them.”

Various MOFWB Teens will be participating in E-Team, YET,
and Truth and Peace this summer. Funds will be needed. Please
support them in prayer and a monetary gift.

The Wolf Creek Church recently celebrated a ground breaking
ceremony in preparation for building much needed space for
growth. “People on the front row???” Yes, at Wolf Creek.

Got talented youth? Missouri has 152 registered FWB churches. Less than 20 (13%) churches send participants to the Youth
Expo. (CTS Competition) Encouraging and taking our youth to
participate in the many areas of ministry and talents is a good
way to help them make new friends and develop hidden abilities. See Page 12 for more information.

54% of evangelical Christians are non-whites. (World Evangelization Research Center)

Congratulations to Bill Adkisson for celebrating over 50 years
in the ministry.
“A prepared heart is much better than a prepared sermon. A
prepared heart will make a prepared sermon.”
“What the Church needs to-day is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel methods, but men
whom the Holy Ghost can use -- men of prayer, men mighty
in prayer. The Holy Ghost does not flow through methods, but
through men. He does not come on machinery, but on men.
He does not anoint plans, but men -- men of prayer.” -E.M.
Bounds, Power Through Prayer
Material prosperity is not the infallible sign of spiritual prosperity. The former may exist while the latter is significantly absent. Material prosperity may easily blind the eyes of church
leaders, so much so that they will make it a substitute for spiritual prosperity. How great the need to watch at that point! Prosperity in money matters does not signify growth in holiness.
The seasons of material prosperity are rarely seasons of spiritual
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The country with the fastest Christian expansion ever is China, now at 10,000 new converts every day. (World Evangelization Research Center)
There have been 4.1 billion viewings of the Jesus Film, representing about 3 billion individuals. More than 99% of the
world’s population could view the film in a language they know.
(Johnstone and Mandryk 2005, 7)
Over 160,000 believers will be martyred this year. (The Traveling Team)
American Christians spend 95% of offerings on home-based
ministry, 4.5% on cross-cultural efforts in already reached people groups, and .5% to reach the unreached. (The Traveling
Team)
US mission agencies have an annual budget of over $5.2 billion. (Weber and Welliver 2007, 13)
Projected spending by US Citizens for pet maintenance in 2016
is over $62 billion. There is something wrong with this picture compared to the previous stat.
The average American Christian gives only 1 penny a day to
global missions. (Yohannan, Revolution in World Missions, 142)

2017

MOF WB CALENDAR
March 6-8

Minister’s Retreat
Cross Pointe Retreat Center, Rocky Mt.

Mar 31-Apr 1

CTS Ministry EXPO
United FWB, West Plains, MO

April 21-22

Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat
Cross Pointe Retreat Center, Rocky Mt.

May 8-10

Senior Adult Retreat
Ramada Oasis, Springfield, MO

May 13
(tentative date)

Ministerial Training
State Office, Lebanon, MO

June 5-7

MOFWB State Meeting
Ramada Oasis, Springfield, MO

June 6

MOWAC Annual Convention
Ramada Oasis, Springfield, MO

June 12-16

Teen Camp Group 1

June 19-23

Teen Camp Group 2

July 10-14

Pre-Teen Camp Group 2

July 16-19

NAFWB Annual Convention
Louisville, KY

July 24-28

Pre-Teen Camp Group 1

September (TBA) All Boards Retreat
Camp Niangua
September 15-16 MOWAC Retreat
Ramada Oasis, Springfield, MO
October 6-7

Marriage Retreat
Ramada Oasis, Springfield, MO

November 6

General Board Meeting
State Office, Lebanon

November 3-4

E3 Conference
Windermere, Roach, MO

All events & additional information an be found, as it becomes available, on our website at

wwww.mofwb.com
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Financial Report
COOP Disbursements
October-November, 2016
18.5% MO Missions... $25,170.13
22.5% Gen/Exec........ $30,612.32
8% Youth Camp.......... $10,884.38
2% Youth Ministries...... $2,721.10
2% CE Board................ $2,721.10
2% Senior Adult Board. $2,721.10
9% State Retirement.. $12,244.93
3% Show-Me................ $4,081.64
33% Nat’l Ministries..... $39,865.00
Randall U (.1121)............ $5,033.07
Total Disbursed........ $136,054.77
RECEIPTS
COOP
Alton................................. $200.00
Amity................................. $132.97
Aulsbury Chapel............... $349.40
Bailey................................ $668.00
Bailey Chapel................... $107.00
Beacon.......................... $1,570.00
Belton............................... $836.62
Bethe- El Dorado Springs. $447.46
Bethel- Marshfield......... $1,489.80
Black Oak...................... $1,079.09
Byrd.................................. $300.00
Calvary Chapel.............. $2,428.76
Calvary Fellowship........ $6,372.42
Christ Chapel................. $2,639.00
Copper Mines................ $1,293.93
Cornerstone...................... $670.02
Cuba................................. $660.00
De Soto 1st.................... $4,170.00
Eastern Gate.................... $798.00
Faith- Fair Grove.............. $326.10
Farmington 1st.............. $6,526.57
Fellowship..................... $3,600.00
First Day........................ $1,355.44
Fordland........................ $1,551.00
Fredericktown 1st.......... $1,385.00
Freeman Chapel............... $578.00
Generations................... $1,464.11
Gospel Light..................... $800.00
Grace............................. $4,303.02
Grace Fellowship.............. $631.00
Grace Pointe................. $1,100.00
Grant Avenue.................... $944.65
Hannon............................. $732.00
Happy Home.................... $541.00
Hartville......................... $3,371.00
Hazel Creek................... $2,893.66
Hopewell........................... $657.00
Houston 1st................... $1,175.83
Hurryville........................... $785.40
Kings Way........................ $200.00
Koshkonong..................... $376.00
Lead Hill........................... $481.60
Leadington..................... $1,866.00
Lebanon 1st................... $2,864.56
Lebanon Green Hills......... $362.47
Marshfield......................... $425.98
Mill Creek.......................... $694.17
Mine La Motte................... $100.20
Monett 1st......................... $874.65
Mountain Grove 1st....... $3,611.16
Mt. Pisgah..................... $1,300.00
Myrtle................................ $442.18

Please note: The amounts listed are for two months,

Neosho 1st.................... $1,419.00
Nevada............................. $288.00
New Hope......................... $417.00
New Life- Licking........... $1,537.79
Number One..................... $331.60
O’Fallon 1st................... $4,000.20
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove.... $731.65
Oak Hill.......................... $1,035.00
Olivet............................. $1,027.00
Ozark 1st....................... $7,898.02
Park Hills 1st................. $1,111.38
Parkview........................... $807.00
Pleasant Hill- Thayer........ $877.87
Pleasant Home................. $260.00
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana... $148.00
Purdy 1st....................... $2,000.00
Rejoice.......................... $1,558.52
Republic........................ $1,068.46
Resolve............................ $524.00
Richwoods 1st.................. $773.00
Rock Chapel.................. $1,130.75
Salem............................... $205.07
Seymour........................ $4,405.00
Smyrna............................. $188.00
Springfield 1st................ $1,901.00
St. Francois Association... $175.90
Stockton........................... $294.00
Stonebridge................... $1,767.84
Thayer........................... $3,951.00
Trinity............................. $1,713.70
Twin Oak....................... $1,309.73
Union.................................. $60.00
Union Light....................... $344.00
United............................ $3,911.67
Unity.............................. $1,080.00
Verdella......................... $1,698.07
Victory- Alton................. $1,206.55
Victory- KC.................... $1,574.72
Waynesville 1st.............. $1,458.00
West Plains 1st.............. $1,633.00
Wilderness........................ $653.58
Willow Springs............... $1,106.48
Wolf Creek..................... $1,941.00
Total......................... $136,054.77
Show-Me PLan
Angela Brown................... $130.00
Beacon............................. $521.00
Belton............................... $350.00
Black Oak......................... $360.00
Bourbon.............................. $25.00
Bruce Moore..................... $160.00
Calvary Chapel................. $210.00
Coon Creek...................... $130.95
Copper Mines................... $300.00
Cornerstone...................... $400.00
Cuba................................. $162.50
De Soto 1st.................... $1,700.00
Elva Jo Gentry.................. $100.00
Farmington 1st.............. $1,065.00
Fellowship........................ $741.00
Fordland........................... $400.00
Fredericktown 1st............. $200.00
Freeman Chapel............... $720.00
Generations...................... $554.34
Grace............................. $1,054.00
Grant Avenue...................... $70.00
Hannon.......................... $1,682.00
Happy Hill......................... $180.00
Hartville............................ $320.00
Heritage Chapel............... $330.00
Jerry Rader......................... $40.00
Leadington........................ $430.00
Lebanon 1st...................... $265.00
Lebanon Green Hills......... $158.74
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October-November, 2016

Macedonia - Purdy........ $3,000.00
Mill Creek.......................... $140.00
Mine La Motte................... $300.00
MOFWB COOP............. $4,081.64
MO WAC....................... $1,340.00
Mountain Grove 1st....... $1,140.00
Mt. Pisgah........................ $350.00
Mt. Zion- “Cuba”............... $160.00
Mt. Zion- Thayer................. $60.00
Myrtle................................ $660.00
Neosho 1st....................... $500.00
Nevada............................... $30.00
New Beginning - Odessa.. $800.00
New Home- Hartville........ $420.00
New Hope......................... $400.00
New Life- Licking.............. $407.00
New Life- Monett.............. $400.00
Number One..................... $120.00
O’Fallon 1st................. $10,226.59
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove.... $331.00
Oak Hill............................... $44.00
Olivet................................ $100.00
Ozark 1st.......................... $368.00
Park Hills 1st...................... $47.77
Parkview........................... $123.00
Pleasant Grove- Anderson. $270.00
Pleasant Hill- Thayer.......... $90.00
Pleasant Home................. $400.00
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana... $140.00
Purdy 1st.......................... $765.00
Rejoice............................... $15.00
Republic........................... $180.00
Resolve............................ $200.00
RHP Commission............. $114.47
Richwoods 1st.................... $45.00
Rock Chapel..................... $448.80
Roger Meyer..................... $300.00
Southeast Association...... $120.00
Springfield 1st................... $225.00
Stockton............................. $75.00
Stonebridge........................ $75.00
Thayer........................... $1,335.00
Trinity................................ $190.00
Union.................................. $45.00
Union Light....................... $700.00
United............................... $950.00
Unity................................. $490.00
Verdella......................... $1,698.07
Victory- KC....................... $632.41
Waynesville 1st................. $898.55
Willow Springs.................. $297.40
Wolf Creek........................ $400.00
Total............................ $49,408.23
Missouri Missions
Calvary Fellowship........ $1,950.00
Craig Cromer.................... $600.00
Cuba................................... $65.00
De Soto 1st......................... $20.00
Grace Fellowship........... $1,400.00
Hartville............................ $100.00
Houston 1st........................ $20.00
Jodie Stigall........................ $20.00
Luke Boyer....................... $100.00
MO WAC.......................... $123.00
Oak Hill............................. $700.00
Ozark 1st............................ $20.00
Randall Doss.................... $400.00
Republic............................. $50.00
RHP COMMISSION......... $705.90
Richwoods 1st.................... $15.72
Scott Keith........................ $100.00
Stonebridge................... $2,000.00
Total.............................. $8,389.62

North American Missions
Belton............................... $588.65
Bruce Moore....................... $20.00
Calvary Fellowship........... $450.00
Copper Mines................... $100.00
Craig Cromer.................... $100.00
Cuba................................... $32.50
De Soto 1st.................... $1,285.00
Farmington 1st................... $10.00
Fellowship........................ $204.85
Grace................................ $613.00
Grant Avenue...................... $45.00
Hartville.............................. $20.00
Houston 1st........................ $20.00
Lebanon 1st...................... $440.00
Mountain Grove 1st.......... $220.00
New Testament................... $40.00
Ozark 1st.......................... $200.00
Richwoods 1st.................... $31.43
South Central Association.$116.00
Southeast Association........ $45.00
Thayer................................ $50.00
Trinity................................ $130.00
Union Light....................... $150.00
Waynesville 1st................. $245.00
West Plains 1st................. $423.00
Willow Springs.................... $50.00
Total.............................. $5,629.43
International Missions
Beacon............................... $47.00
Belton............................... $300.00
Bruce Moore....................... $20.00
Calvary Chapel.............. $1,000.00
Calvary Fellowship........ $3,822.00
Copper Mines................... $800.00
Cuba................................... $65.00
De Soto 1st....................... $200.00
Farmington 1st................. $164.00
Fellowship..................... $1,185.00
Fredericktown 1st............. $275.00
Generations...................... $628.44
Gospel Light.................. $2,000.00
Gospel Light SS............... $118.00
Grace................................ $420.00
Grant Avenue...................... $28.00
Hartville............................ $210.00
Hazel Creek...................... $168.71
Houston 1st...................... $721.28
Lebanon 1st...................... $250.00
Linda Richardson............. $100.00
Mountain Grove 1st....... $4,230.00
Neosho 1st......................... $75.00
Nevada.......................... $1,807.00
New Hope......................... $100.00
Parkview............................. $30.00
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana... $100.00
Purdy 1st.......................... $808.44
Rejoice............................. $260.00
Republic........................... $521.00
Second Free Will.............. $200.00
Southeast Association........ $90.00
Stockton........................... $438.81
Stonebridge...................... $100.00
Thayer........................... $2,918.00
Trinity................................ $240.00
Union Light....................... $150.00
Verdella............................ $200.00
Victory- KC....................... $206.00
Waynesville 1st................. $676.62
West Plains 1st.............. $2,042.00
West Plains 1st WNAC....... $35.00
Total............................ $27,750.30

Available Churches
Bailey Chapel
Tunas, MO
Contact:
David Medley
417-532-5142

First FWB

Monett, MO
Contact:
Mike Hanes
kwhrman@gmail.com
417-840-7227

First FWB

Viburnum, MO
Contact:
Dwight Reed
573-631-9214

Pleasant Ridge
FWB
Alton, MO
Contact:
Glenn Booker
417-270-0994

If your church is seeking a pastor and wishes to be included in this list please let us know.

Available for Fill-In

Jimmy Harrison
Bourbon, MO
573-885-4422

Jerry Pinkerton
Mountain Grove, MO
417.349.0911

Jerry Hopper
Berryville, AR
870-654-5107

Lindell Richardson
Desloge, MO
573-366-1850

Scott McCully
Joplin, MO
417-236-4382

Bill Ruble
Lebanon, MO
417-531-2528

Gary Parker
Desloge, MO
314-740-4444

Alan Thomas
Mountain Grove, MO
501-766-6529

Mile High Ministries

Verdella............................ $339.62
Total................................. $339.62

Mountain Grove 1st.......... $340.00
Thayer.............................. $150.00
Total.............................. $1,155.23

MO FWB CE Board

Rest of the Family

Myrtle................................ $448.10
Nevada............................... $10.00
New Life- Monett.............. $441.40
Ozark 1st............................ $20.00
RHP Commission............. $305.25
Rock Chapel....................... $22.75
Thayer.............................. $150.00
Trinity.................................. $30.00
Union.................................. $30.00
United................................. $50.00
West Plains 1st................... $50.00
Willow Springs.................. $100.00
Total.............................. $2,128.45

Howard Anderson
Norwood, MO
417-926-1514

Larry Bodine
De Soto, MO
573-218-2398 / 573-358-0411

Mason Anderson
Purdy, MO
417-393-0713

Ed Fields
Rolla, MO
573-368-0746

Randy Bishop
Joplin, MO
417-291-1573

Gary Fry
Mountain Grove, MO
615-693-1904

DESIGNATED

Berea Ministries

Southeast Association........ $45.00
Total................................... $45.00

Ch-TN

Belton............................... $125.00
Bruce Moore....................... $40.00
De Soto 1st....................... $190.00
Generations...................... $154.12
Grace.................................. $76.00
Hartville............................ $100.00
Myrtle................................ $451.00
New Life- Monett.............. $441.40
Union Light....................... $100.00
Unity................................. $200.00
West Plains 1st.............. $1,573.00
Total.............................. $3,450.52

Florence Crittenton Home - AR

Thayer.............................. $130.00
Total................................. $130.00

FWB Foundation

RHP Commission............. $343.40
Total................................. $343.40

24

Bruce Moore..................... $100.00
RHP Commission............... $76.31
Total................................. $176.31

MO FWB Senior Adult Board

Bruce Moore..................... $100.00
RHP Commission............... $76.31
Total................................. $176.31

MO FWB Youth Ministries
Board
Bruce Moore..................... $100.00
RHP Commission............... $76.31
Total................................. $176.31

Rainbow Ministries

Mountain Grove 1st.......... $120.00
Total................................. $120.00

Randall U

Beacon............................... $52.00
Farmington 1st................. $225.00
Fellowship.......................... $80.00
Generations...................... $308.23

Belton............................... $117.42
Total................................. $117.42

Victor Torrez

United- Youth Group......... $400.00
Total................................. $400.00

Welch College

Beacon............................... $50.00
Calvary Fellowship............. $60.00
De Soto 1st......................... $80.00
Fellowship.......................... $25.00
Mountain Grove 1st.......... $330.00
Olivet.................................. $50.00
Thayer.............................. $150.00
West Plains 1st................. $339.00
Total.............................. $1,084.00

Youth Camp

Coon Creek...................... $130.95
De Soto 1st....................... $110.00
Hartville............................ $100.00
Mountain Grove 1st.......... $100.00
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $30.00

Youth Camp Develpment

Houston 1st........................ $50.00
Myrtle................................ $800.00
United............................... $150.00
Verdella............................ $509.42
Total.............................. $1,509.42

Youth Camp Pool Fund

Fordland........................... $100.00
Greater Springfield........ $1,694.60
Oak Hill............................... $44.00
Rejoice............................. $100.00
Thayer........................... $1,000.00
United............................... $200.00
Total.............................. $3,138.60

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: 25The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and
be gracious unto thee: 26The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee,
and give thee peace.
Numbers 6:24-26 (KJV)
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