
Hopewell Free Will Baptist Church had its beginnings in 1921 when Reverend M.J. Millard, Samuel and Hattie Al-
len, and Levi and Rosa Phipps met to discuss forming a Free Will Baptist Church.  At an organizational meeting, 
William Coatney was elected treasurer.  Samuel T. Allen was elected clerk.  Two ordained deacons were selected.  
They were William Coatney and Levi Phipps.  The first pastor was Willie Rush.  Services were held in the Union 
Church building, southwest of the current church building location.

The newly organized church joined the Niangua Association of Free Will Baptists in September 1922.  Delegates 
were Samuel T. and Hattie Allen, as well as Levi and Rosa Phipps.  The church remains a member of the Niangua 
Association of Free Will Baptists, which meets four times annually.

The newly formed Free Will Baptist church continued to meet in the Union Church building.  The building was 
deeded to the Free Will Baptists just prior to World War II.  The building was later sold to Lester Barclay who 
dismantled it and moved it to his farm where it became a barn.  A new church was built and completed in May 
1942.  Frank Linton was the pastor at that time.  The stucco building was built with donated labor.  Construction 
of the building we are in today began in 2003 and was completed in 2005, with Tony Butcher serving as pastor at 
that time.

Through the years, fourteen deacons have served Hopewell.  Twenty three pastors have led the church.  

The church has observed an annual homecoming since 1976.  Historically, as well as currently, the regular Sunday 
services are followed with a dinner and afternoon music program.  Isaiah Chapter 30, Verse 8 commands:  “Now 
go, write it on a scroll that it may serve in time to come.”  Surely it is fitting that we celebrate our past, rejoice in our 
present, and look toward the future in our celebration of homecoming.
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