
A QUICK GUIDE TO THE SIMPLEST ONLINE VIDEO FOR YOUR CHURCH: 

 

In this guide I will give you a tutorial to the easiest way to post a direct address video for your 
church.  These guidelines will not be the same if you are trying to livestream a normal service, 
but is more set for a special occasion or informational address.   

1. Facebook is the best format.  You can post to an organizational page for your church or 
to your personal page if you don’t have a church Facebook Page.  Make sure to let your 
church members know where to find the post and encourage them to SHARE it on their 
own pages to increase the reach. 

2. Equipment.  Using a newer smartphone (iPhone 8/Samsung S8 or newer) is more than 
adequate for this setting.  If you have someone to help you, the rear facing camera is 
typically higher quality, but the front facing (selfie) camera will suffice.  A couple of 
items that might help improve the quality are a phone tripod clip and a ring light.  Both 
of these are available on Amazon.com for reasonable prices. 

3. Set Up.   
a. You will want to have the phone in landscape mode and at eye level. 
b. Make sure you are located where there is not a lot of light behind you and ample 

light coming down from just in front of you.   
c. You’ll want to keep the phone at a reasonable distance from you to get good 

audio quality.  Within 5ft is probably a good boundary. 
d. Frame your shot so that you are taking up most of the center of the image.  You 

will want to keep the shot somewhere between waist or shoulders up.  Don’t 
leave a lot of space above your head in the shot.  Here is an example: 
 

 
 

4. Posting your Video 
a. You can either pre-record or do it as a live video.  There are lots of pros and cons 

to both of these, but prerecording leaves the least amount of concern of 
technical difficulties. 

b. If you are prerecording, simply record the video using your camera app on your 
phone and then go to the Facebook app and upload it.  There are ways to 
schedule the post or you can just wait and post it at the time you wish for your 
church to view. 



 

c. If you want to do live video, go to the Facebook app, go to your page, and then 
click “publish”.  The third option down is Live Video.   

 

 
d. Once you click that, you will want to make sure it is set to “Public – Post”.  Write 

a description.  Set your camera shot.  And then simply click the “Start Live Video” 
button. 

 



e. Whatever you decide, make sure you do a test prior to time for your service.  
You can use that as a time to make a short message or a promotion of your 
upcoming online service. 
 

5. A Few Last Thoughts 
a. In reference to posting or streaming services, most music cannot be posted 

unless you have purchased a specific streaming copyright license.  CCLI is the 
main provider of that type of license if you are interested. 

b. Make sure you encourage your people to share the post on their personal social 
media accounts.  


