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I was in high school the first time I 
heard that a friend had been ‘called 
to preach.’  I had no idea what that 
meant, so I asked. How would you 
explain what it means? Does it mean 
that someone is given a divine com-
mission to preach the Bible, or does 
it mean that the person is given a di-
rective to be a pastor, missionary, or 
some other ministry? Is it both?

Preaching, as it pertains to the gos-
pel, means to announce good news 
(“evangelize”), especially the gospel; 
declare, bring glad or good tidings, 
and preach the gospel. 

Jesus commanded His listeners 
in Mark 16:15 to “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to eve-
ry creature,” he knew that very few, 
if any, would be pastors, yet they/we 
were commanded to preach.

The term “preacher” occurs 61 times 
in the KJV Bible. The meaning is to 
herald (as a public crier), especially 
divine truth (the gospel), to proclaim, 
publish.

1 Tim 2:7, “Whereunto I am ordained 
a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak 
the truth in Christ and lie not;) a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 
verity.”  

God’s church is experiencing a short-
age of pastors. In 2020 the MOFWB 
state association recorded 148 af-
filiate churches. That same year we 
recorded just over 200 ministers. 
Granted, many of the ministers were 
older, or in some other way, limited 
in their ability to lead a congrega-
tion. Regardless, why do we have 

a surplus of ordained ministers and 
a shortage of pastors? There are 
many possible reasons, not all of 
which are legitimate.  

I well remember the first time I 
heard that a FWB deacon was go-
ing to preach. We had recently ar-
rived in Panama as missionaries. 
The brother took his place in the 
pulpit and boldly preached the Word 
of God with conviction. I heard him 
and dozens of other laymen preach 
the Bible at various mission works, 
house churches, open-air meetings, 
and church settings over the next 27 
years. Some of those lay preachers 
later became ordained pastors. Most 
faithfully carried out the servant min-
istry of deacon and lay preaching. 
None of them started preaching with 
the intention of becoming a pastor. 
All of them desired to be obedient to 
the biblical commission to preach the 
gospel to every creature. All of these 
laymen took Bible courses, Herme-
neutics, and public speaking classes 
at the Bible Institute and Seminary.  

Obedience to the commission of Christ 
to preach the gospel is not to be con-
fused with the calling and giftedness 
of the pastoral ministry. Not every 
preacher is called to be a pastor. 
 
Most of the Panamanian lay preach-
ers had a full preaching schedule, 
and many of them served as tempo-
rary preachers for churches whose 
pastor may have resigned or was 
away. I have seen this same type of 
lay preacher ministry in several other 
countries. There is a lesson here for 
us to learn. When it comes to equip-
ping and training godly laymen to 

preach the Word of God, we are ful-
filling a very biblical principle laid out 
in the Holy Scripture.  

Acts 8:12-25 records an evangelis-
tic outreach among the Samaritans. 
Philip, one of the deacons in Acts 
6, was involved in the outreach. He 
was also involved in the preaching of 
the gospel concerning the kingdom 
of God. (vs. 12) It can be argued that 
many, if not most, of the leaders of 
the NT church were burdened and 
passionate laymen who simply de-
sired to preach the truth wherever 
they had the opportunity.

Pastor, would you accept the chal-
lenge to encourage and equip the 
laymen of your flock to embrace the 
commission of Jesus to preach the 
gospel to every creature? Would you 
explain that doing so does not mean 
they are seeking the role of pastor? 
Will you provide an opportunity for 
them to develop speaking skills and 
confidence, perhaps in small group 
meetings or in a devotional setting in 
the beginning? God can and will do 
great things through godly laymen 
who rise to the occasion and accept 
the challenge.

When one observes his relative, 
teacher, neighbor, or friend step into 
an arena that is challenging and un-
comfortable in the beginning, some-
thing happens. The observer begins 
to realize that he/she, too, should 
and could have the courage to do 
the same.  

Godly laymen with a constant chal-
lenge before them will reach souls 
and grow for God’s glory.  

from the Editor, Stan Bunch

“Called to Preach”



Page 4 / GEM Magazine / January - February, 2023

from the Missions Director, Steve Reeves 

In June, at the state meeting, Executive 
Director Stan Bunch and I encouraged 
our pastors and churches to set some 
goals for 2023. We asked each church 
to pray for people who need Jesus, that 
each church would ask God to give them 
a greater compassion for these people. 
I want to remind you and encourage you 
again to prayerfully consider what your 
goals should be in evangelism in 2023. 
Then ask God for direction as to how to 
best reach these goals.

Goals are good in that they give us 
focus and remind us of critical needs. 
There are some things we do not con-
trol. I don’t get to determine who ac-
cepts Jesus. That is between the Lord 
and the individual. I can control how 
much I share the gospel. As a church, 
we can set goals such as having an 
evangelistic outreach at least once a 
month or trying to have gospel con-
versations with a certain number of 
people. Make your goals things that 
you control and things you can meas-
ure. Then leave the rest with the Lord. 
Saturate these goals in prayer, asking 
God to guide you as you strive to reach 
these goals.

Why set goals? 1. It reminds us of what 
our priorities are and what our ‘Mis-
sion’ is. 2. It gives us a target to pray 
toward. 3. It motivates us to obey what 
Jesus has commanded us to do. 4. It 
unites a congregation to serve more 
effectively together. There are many 
other reasons.

There is a difference between a church 
that supports missions and a missions-
minded church. Most all our churches 
support missions by giving money 
each month to COOP, Show Me Plan, 
IM, NAM, State Missions. Thank you 
so much for what you do. Thank you 
for supporting our missions efforts 

around the world. But are you a Mis-
sions-Minded Church? What is the dif-
ference? I am glad you asked.

Luke 19:10 says, “For the Son of Man 
came to seek and to save the lost.”  
In 7 words (to seek and to save the 
lost), the Savior gives us His purpose 
statement. This was Jesus’ mission. 
It still is. Everything He did ultimately 
came down to this brief sentence. He 
preached, healed, taught, fed, wept, 
and died to save those who were far 
from God. If it was Jesus’ mission, 
shouldn’t it be ours?  

Here is the difference between a 
church that supports missions and a 
missions-minded church…One just 
writes a check and talks about reach-
ing the lost. The priority tends to be 
on those already saved and not on 
those who are lost. The preacher may 
preach a salvation sermon occasion-
ally and think he has evangelized. The 
other sees this as the Mission, the pri-
ority, the orders from the Lord of the 
Harvest. Everything this church does 
is about reaching lost people. They 
give, witness, share, pray, and serve 
to reach lost people. They send money 
to missionaries, not because it makes 
them feel good but because they want 
people from every nation and tongue 
and tribe in heaven one day. Evange-
lism, discipleship, and missions are 
constant themes whenever they meet.

Our highest goal is to glorify God. Je-
sus tells us what that will look like in 
John 15:8. “This is to my Father’s glo-
ry, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples.”  Bear-
ing fruit can mean several things, not 
the least of which is to help rescue 
people on their way to hell and help 
redirect them toward heaven. Do you 
want to glorify God? Do everything you 

A Mind For Missions in 2023

Director’s Note:  If I can help you or your church in this area of missions please give me a call. 
I would be glad to come for a Missions Service or to help you do an outreach event.

Matthew 9:38 “Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

can to reach lost people around you. 
Give to missions like it really matters. 
Make this the Mission!

When a church or an individual forgets 
or neglects the Mission lost, people 
pay the highest price. They will die 
without Jesus and spend eternity in 
hell. But, as believers, and as church-
es, if we lose sight of our Mission, we 
have lost the purpose of why we ex-
ist. We become disobedient to Jesus’ 
last command. Many of our churches 
are dying because we know the Mis-
sion, we talk about the Mission, but 
we do not prioritize the Mission. Does 
a church that has forgotten or neglect-
ed the Mission have a right to exist? 
Are we still the church of Jesus Christ 
if we don’t love people like Him? I be-
lieve with all my heart God will bless 
any church that is laser-focused on the 
Mission. I also believe a church that 
neglects the Mission is doomed to die. 
I may not be able to save a single per-
son, but I can make sure they hear and 
know that Jesus loves them, that He 
died for them.

Let me finish with these questions. Do 
you support missions, or are you mis-
sion-minded? Does your church write 
a check each month, or does every-
thing your church does revolve around 
the Mission? Jesus came to seek and 
save the lost. May we be just like Him.

“Some want to live within the sound of 
church or chapel bell; I want to run a 
rescue shop within a yard of hell.”  CT 
Studd

“The work of the church is not survival, 
she exists to fulfil the Great Commis-
sion.”  Brother Andrew

“Whatever we do, we must not treat the 
Great Commission like it’s the Great 
Suggestion.”  Charles Swindoll
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- STATE -
Cape Girardeau: They had a great trunk or treat with sev-
eral new families attending. Their small groups are growing 
and doing well.

Potosi: Restore Church fed all of the guards at the State 
Correctional Facility in Potosi. They grilled hot dogs and 
burgers for 320 people. 

Rolla: Missouri S&T has all but disbanded its international 
affairs department. The students are completely lost about 
visa renewal etc. Mosaic is working with other groups 
around campus to meet this need. This should open sev-
eral ministry opportunities.  

- International -
Bailey:  Ken and Judy’s account has been going down for 
several months. Giving to their account has decreased. 
Please pray it will rebound, and they won’t need to come 
home to raise more support.

Speer:  They are now 98% funded. They are still in need 
of $7,000 cash. They are planning to return to Japan by 
February.

Turnbough:  Even though the Villalba Church lost some 
members due to Covid, the Lord has graciously sent sev-
eral new families. Please pray that these new people will 
integrate into the church’s life.
 
Duncan: They are finishing up their last month of language 
school. They should be in Misahualli by mid-December.

Provow:  God has provided a small meeting room for the 
new preaching point in a town near Shumen. Pray for a 
good response from the people in this new place, and that 
many will come to believe in Jesus

- North American -
Webster (Florida):   They hosted an ‘informational gather-
ing’ for their new church Nov. 19 with 14 attending. Pray that 
many of these will commit to the new work.

Garrett (Illinois): The team is working hard to develop a 
good discipleship program in the church. Pray for the new 
groups that are starting. Also, pray for the family, as Adam 
will be deployed in February.

Schmidt (New Mexico):  They came to be a part of the 
Indian Creek Missions Conference and got sick with Covid 
while they were here in Missouri. They didn’t get to be in the 
services. They are well now and back in New Mexico.

- Chaplains -
Michael Beatty (Chaplain):  Mike led a marriage retreat in 
KC for 8 military families on Nov. 18-20. He also helped put 
meals together for Thanksgiving for several needy military 
families.  

Cody Alley (Medical Chaplain): Cody has been working to 
develop distress screenings in outpatient care. This will en-
able more families to get spiritual support. This is especially 
needed with mothers who have miscarriages and getting 
them grief support. It is also a good way to reinforce that life 
begins at conception.
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Cornerstone
Cornerstone FWB Church in Mountain Grove 
held a baptizm service on Sunday, October 
9th where Bro. Justin Lawson baptized Alissa 
Crosswhite after she made a decision to follow 
Christ as her Savior.

Pastor Jackson Watts baptized Billy Weeks on Sunday, 
October 30 at Grace Church in Arnold. Billy and his family 
were joined this day by their longtime pastor and his wife 
from when they lived in the Kansas City area, Alan and 
Sharon Kinder.

Grace

Lebanon 1st
During the morning worship service on Sun-
day, November 6th, pastor Andy Rains had 
the privilege of baptizing 8 year old Alivia 
Valle. 

Calvary Chapel
Mark Elliott, pastor of Calvary Chapel in Buffalo, baptized   
Isaac Mastroianni on Sunday,  November 6th.
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The Thayer FreeWill Baptist Church is home to the 
“Thayer FreeWill Baptist Quilters for Christ”. It’s a benev-
olent organization that has existed for 20 years and has 
become a part of the church's ministry. A group of ladies 
from the church and the community first came together 
years ago to make quilts and freely give them to those 
in need. They decided they would sew quilts of all sizes 
from baby quilts to king-size quilts and then donate them 
to families who had suffered fires or in some way needed 
a helping hand. Over the years the ladies have donated 
to a lot of disaster victims including the recent flood vic-
tims in Kentucky. Quilts are also given to nursing home 
residents. Once a year a drawing is held for a St. Jude 
Quilt, with all proceeds given to St. Jude’s Children’s Re-
search Hospital. Special quilts are also made and given 
to church members celebrating an upcoming wedding or 
having a baby. Today, the Quilters for Christ are donating 
29 twin quilts and 7 Queen quilts to the Curt, Cliff, and 
Opal Young Children’s Home in Fort Smith, Arkansas.

The quilts are made from cloth that has been donated 
by church members, individuals, families in the commu-
nity, and the quilters themselves. The church has been 
kind enough to donate a special room where the ladies 
store their materials, supplies, quilting frame, and finished 
quilts. They quilt on Monday of each week and not only 
enjoy sewing together but the fellowship also. The group 
is made up of members that just simply enjoy quilting. 
Current members include Reba Baker, who is the head of 
the organization, Sis Crawford, Mary Ann Adams, Carolyn 
Parker, Sue Scott, Shirley McCutchen, Betty Sorenson, 
Dawn Taylor, and Lynn Hobbs. Others that made contribu-
tions are Lavern Clark, who is in the nursing home now, 
and former Pastor Richard Robinson’s wife, Betty Robin-
son. Members who have passed away include Iris Alford 
and Jewelene Simpson.

 ~ Submitted by Tony Ogden, Youth Minister
    Melvin Haas, Pastor

Resolve
Shamar Hilgert made a decision to follow JESUS and want-
ed the world to know!  She was baptized by pastor David 
Beltz at the church in Osage Beach on December 4th. 

Send your Send your 
BAPTISMSBAPTISMS

PHOTOSPHOTOS

Please include the Please include the 
date of the baptism, date of the baptism, 
names and location.names and location.

TOTO 
carriecarrie@@mofwb.orgmofwb.org

ThayerThayer



Over the course of the last 20-30 years many church-
es, new and old, are finding themselves with a stag-
nant growth of children and children’s ministries. If 
we look back at the evidence, it certainly stems from 
many issues, the main one being that the children 
were never introduced to Jesus. While there are other 
less significant reasons such as people being slothful 
to attend church services, or stop going all together, 
the problem generates at home. All these reasons 
can be resolved over time if we as American’s and 
Christians take a stand and get back to the one who 
started it all and knows us individually (but that’s an-
other article). 

Evidence shows what a firmly grounded church can 
do for the community and families within that com-
munity. The church continues to minister long after 
a number of pastors come and go.  Loyal members 
pass on, having been faithful through difficult times.  
A firmly grounded church has firmly grounded mem-
bers. Believers who through the years have been 
down the road of hardships, trials, and tribulations; 
yet always seeking help and restoration from Jesus 
and other godly members. These never waver in their 
faith, being an example to the younger population, 
leading our churches, and being prominent in the 
community in some form or fashion. For many, their 
unbreakable faith was taught to them from birth while 
others have come to their faith as young adults. Many 
of these members were raised in church with their 
families (parents/grandparents) who attended and 
participated every time the door was open. Their roots 
run deep and strong, much like the mighty oak tree.

In the news we hear of all the killings, acts of war, and 
immorality and wonder…. Is God still there, is He lis-
tening, why is this happening? It might be easy to say, 
“God has given up on His people, or He’s turned his 
back on His people.” (And by all rights, He has every 
right to do so!)  After all, how could people be so cruel 
and heartless these days? It’s on days like today, cel-
ebrating a baptism, when we see evidence that Jesus 
is still present in our everyday lives. YES, He hears 
us. Does He like what’s happening in society?  I’d say 
that’s a firm no!  However, it was this specific day, 
September 18, 2022, which brought a little more hope 
into the world that looks so dark and depressing.  It’s 
an honor and privilege to be a part of such a great 
church and church family, one that baptized 15 young 
adults. Thank God that this country church can cel-
ebrate these baptisms.

Many of these have godly parents or role models that 
have taught them the importance of loving God and 
loving other people. This is a struggle living in Amer-
ica these days. I ask you to keep these children and 
young adults in your daily thoughts and prayers! Hold 
them up daily, carry them through the difficult times 
and trials as others once did for you. The devil comes 
at us in many ways and will undoubtedly attempt to 
steal the joy of their salvation.  Let’s smash the devil 
under our footsteps right here at home so our chil-
dren, here and across the nation, can go forth and 
teach the gospel.    

~ Submitted by Pastor Danny Bowman

"Train up a child in the way he should go: 
and when he is old, he will not depart from it." 

PROVERBS 22:6 KJV

Coopermines Baptism 2022

Pictured left to right starting in the back: Brayden Lee, Kyndal Dodd, Kayla Clubb, Allen Kennedy, 
Danny Bowman (Pastor), Rob Grado, Kris Belkin (Associate Pastor), Austin Peters, Joseph Bowman, 

Dilana Kennedy, Lalita Kennedy, Jocelyn Peters, Brielle Kelley, Alsie Schultz, Aleah Grado, Bailey Peters. 
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Two Saturdays ago, I attended a District Association 
meeting. This immediately places one in a tiny catego-
ry of human beings who did such a thing on a perfectly 
good Saturday morning. 

What perhaps makes my visit especially unusual is that 
it wasn't my own association's meeting. Nor was I the 
preacher for the day. Yes, I got up on a Saturday morn-
ing, put on some reasonably nice clothes, and drove 17 
miles to attend a meeting that I didn't have to attend. 

Let me hasten to say that I'm not one of those psycho-
logically disturbed people who just love being in meet-
ings all the time. Such people should be institutionalized, 
or worse. 

I had two primary reasons for attending. First, a new 
youth pastor who serves with a friend of mine in this 
neighboring association was going to preach, and I 
wanted to hear him. I figured it wouldn't just be informa-
tive, but also a way to support a young man God had 
brought to our state. 

Second, I know quite a few of the people who I expect-
ed to be in attendance, so I thought it would be a good 
chance for some fellowship. 

I had other secondary reasons I went, too. I serve as the 
Moderator of our association, and I'm often curious as to 
how other associations handle their meetings. I'm also 
an officer in our State Association (Assistant Moderator), 
so I think there's some value to being among various 
churches and districts. And finally, I must admit, the host 
church was known for serving good food. 

The Lay of the Land 
As I was reflecting recently over the few hours I spent in De-
soto, I chuckled because I realized how goofy this would 
appear to so many people. To put it nicely, association 
meetings haven't been known as being especially ap-
pealing for many. Associational participation and en-
gagement have declined rapidly in recent decades. In-
deed, some districts are on life support. 

This state of affairs can be attributed to numerous fac-
tors. Healthy associational life has always been challeng-
ing in areas where churches are spread out and sparse. 
Many churches are afflicted by a radical individualism that 
deters thick associationalism. Sometimes the format of 
meetings makes little sense and doesn't express a clear 
sense of biblical purpose. Sometimes those conducting 
the meetings don't do so wisely. And an anti-institutional 
mindset is pervasive in many quarters of the West. This is 
just to name a few reasons. 

Perhaps most fundamentally, though, we've forgotten the 
purpose and value of associating ourselves intentionally 
with other like-minded churches. 

There's been a growing sentiment among many Free Will 
Baptist pastors, especially younger ones, that associa-
tional life needs significant reform and renewal. Pastors 
and lay leaders in numerous places have been attempt-
ing this. Such efforts include changing of meeting times 
and frequency, more continuing education like seminars 
in the place of worship services, and trying to streamline 
business or avoid it when it's not absolutely necessary. 

I’m hopeful that while many associations fade and falter, 
others will enjoy a resurgence of fruitfulness. 

You Usually Get What You Put In 
I enjoyed my morning at the meeting. I heard a good ser-
mon. I met a young preacher new to my area. I reconnect-
ed with a pastor I haven’t seen in some time. I met and 
tried to encourage some struggling laymen from another 
church. I heard some updates on several prayer items. I 
enjoyed a great meal (and took a to-go box for my wife!). 

I benefited because others showed up. They prepared 
somehow. Maybe showing up and being prepared is a 
simple but powerful thing that could transform our Sunday 
School classes, small groups, services, and yes, even as-
sociations.

~ W. Jackson Watts, pastor
Grace FWB Church

Surprising Use of a   Surprising Use of a   
     Saturday Morning      Saturday Morning 
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Read full obituary at 
mofwb.com/gem-magazine/

gem-links-articlesIn In LovingLoving MemoMemoryry

Mary Sue Dickinson Eden-Long, 
daughter of Elisha and Mabel (Bee-
ney) Dickinson, was born March 
30, 1926 in Hartville, MO and died 
October 17, 2022 at Mercy Hospi-
tal, in Springfield, at the age of 96 
years.

Mary Sue was the eleventh of thirteen children and was 
raised in Hartville, MO.  She was saved, and later bap-
tized, at a revival at the Little Creek Missionary Baptist 
Church at the age of 17. She often told the story of that 
night when she arrived home and told her parents of her 
salvation her father, Elisha, shouted in bed.

On December 25, 1946, she married Bill Eden and set-
tled near Hartville. They had 2 children. In 1960, Bill an-
swered the call into the ministry. They sold their farm and 

Mary Sue Long

Deann Lunyou
Deann M. Lunyou, was born 
on December 27, 1954 in 
Thayer, MO and passed away 
on October 6, 2022 in Van Bu-
ren, MO.

Deann leaves behind hus-
band of almost 48 years 
Wayne B Lunyou, her son 

Benjamin Lunyou, daughter Hannah (Tony) Ogden; 
four grandkids; brothers Rick (Marcia) Thomson, 
Dennis Thompson, Kevin (Janella) Thompson; Sister 
Kara (Walter) Painter; Aunt “Tiny” and husband Don; 

proceeded to spend forty-two wonderful years pastoring 
a total of ten different FWB churches.

Mary Sue was devoted to many denominational works 
within the FWB. Many remember her working and serving 
food at Youth Camp. 

After her loss of Bill, Mary later remarried.  She married 
Kenneth Long February 14, 2005, at age of 79. They 
were together for 12 years And made their home in Leba-
non and later in Mountain Grove.

Mary Sue was preceded in death by: Bill and Kenneth; 
her parents; son-in-law Howard Anderson; all 13 of her 
siblings.
 
Mary Sue leaves behind a daughter, Diana Anderson, of 
Norwood, MO; son, Ivan Eden, of Mountain Grove, MO; 
grandchildren, Scott (Tonya) Anderson, Sandra (Michael) 
Wright, Angela (Jason), and Matthew (Cassidy) Eden; 10 
great-grandchildren; sister-in-law, Sue Eden of Seymour; 
and a host of nieces, nephews, and friends.

Brother in law Virgil Simpson; 11 nieces and nephews 
along with their families.

She was proceeded in death by parents Clarence 
“Shorty” and Ruth Thompson, sister Ruthene Simpson, 
sister-in-law Susie Thompson and grandparents, Aunts, 
Uncles, and friends that left this earth before her.

She married Wayne B Lunyou, in the Shiloh Church on 
October 12, 1974.  In 1979 she became a preacher’s 
wife when God called Wayne to the ministry. In 1982 she 
was diagnosed with MS. 

A Celebration of Life was held on Saturday, November 
19, 2022 at Cornerstone Free Will Baptist Church in Van 
Buren, MO.

Rev. Charles Gower
Charles William Gower was born in Alton, MO the son 
of James and Alzia Lena Gower on December 22, 
1931 and departed this life in Roland, OK on Novem-
ber 27, 2022 at the age of 90 years.

Brother Charles was ordained during a quarterly meet-
ing of the Cave Springs Association. He pastored at 
least 9 different churches in Missouri and Arkansas. 
The churches include: Garrison Community and Cem-
etery, Bonds, Norman Church, Koshkonong, Cotton 
Creek (2 times), Walnut Grove, Pleasant Hill, Arytown, 
Pleasant Ridge. He preached many revivals through-
out the area. Charles served in the Navy, preached, 
sang gospel music, played the piano a little. He loved 
telling someone about Jesus and how He died for their 

sins. He wanted everyone to know Jesus as their per-
sonal Saviour and Lord.

Charles is survived by his wife Marcia; his sister, Norma 
Ruth VanZandt; daughter Malynne Perry; sons, Charles 
Regina) Randall Gower, and Tobias (Lisa) Gene Gow-
er; two stepsons, Kenneth Woolever, Russell Woolever 
and 2 stepdaughters, Karen Tally & Nyna Myers; Seven 
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by a son, Lawrence Gower; 
brothers, Roy Gower and Troy Gower; sisters, Mary 
Neal Gower and Juanita Gower.

Services were held Friday, December 2 at Roland Hills 
Baptist Church with burial in the National Cemetery. 
Services were entrusted to Edwards Funeral Home.
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My generation likes attention and recognition because 
most of the boomer generation is motivated by being 
valued and needed. We are the “me” generation. Many 
refer to our generation as the self-indulgent generation. 
The boomer’s early life was shaped by the civil rights 
movement, cold war, space travel, Vietnam War, social 
unrest, Nixon/Watergate and television.

As hard as this is for me to acknowledge, the boomer 
generation is now the dying generation. This is a simple 
reporting census reality. Boomers were born between 
1946 and 1964. The oldest among us is 76 and the 
youngest is 58. We are shrinking in number because 
mortality is inevitable.

The baby boom followed World War II, when more than 
79 million live births were recorded in the United States. 
This was the largest generation in history. Presently, the 
nearly 80 million Millennials born between 1980 and 
2000 have exceeded us.

According to various research, it is estimated that only 
about one-third of Baby Boomers are Christians. The 
harsh reality is that 50 million adult Americans in this 
generation are unchurched and have yet to be reached 
with the gospel of Christ. For these lost boomers time 
is running out.

Jesus came to save the world (John 3:16). His mis-
sion was to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10). The 
church must reach every generation with the gospel. 
The Great Commission of Jesus, “Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teach-
ing them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world. Amen.” (Matt. 28:19,20) applies to 
every age and every race.

Warren Wiersbe’s commentary on the Great Commis-
sion states that, “The Greek verb translated go is actu-
ally not a command but a present participle (going). The 
only command in the entire Great Commission is “make 
disciples” (“teach all nations”). Jesus said, “While you 
are going, make disciples of all the nations.” No matter 
where we are, we should be witnesses for Jesus Christ 
and seek to win others to Him (Acts 11:19-21).”

Fifty million Boomers need to be reached by the gos-
pel. The good news is this generation is open to hear 
and respond to the “Good News” of Jesus. Researchers 
are finding that many Boomers are willing to engage or 
re-engage with the church. Among the reasons for this 
renewed interest are:
1. Boomers have more time in their retirement years. 

They desire to use this extra time pursuing a more 
meaningful life. Nothing is more meaningful than the 
Christian life.

2. Boomers are becoming more aware of the brevity of 
life. Often they desire to set their house in order, and 
this includes their spiritual life.

3. Boomers are more aware of how fragile life is. As 
they experience health and life crises it leads them 
to reassess what matters in life.

4. Retirement often causes the retiree to ask, “Where 
do I fit in?” Golden-agers often lose their meaning 
in life and wonder what their last days will look like.

Each one of the above reasons are excellent entry points 
to engage unchurched Boomers. Healthy churches need 
to find these Boomers, invite them to experience their 
ministries, then win and disciple them.

These lost Boomers are looking for significant tasks 
that make a difference. If the ministries of your church 
aren’t doing significant tasks for the Kingdom of God 
then something is critically wrong. Churches need to be 
reaching all generations and then help all generations to 
discover and utilize their gifts and abilities. We need to 
be purposeful in reaching out and connecting people to 
the family of God. Reaching Boomers does not have to 
be complicated. It is simply loving God and loving peo-
ple enough to be loving and kind to everyone you meet. 
It is letting the Spirit of God lead us to the unsaved and 
giving us the opportunity to share the gospel. It is loving 
people enough to become involved in their life and to re-
ally get to know them. It is genuine caring for the person. 
When we do this God will always open a door for us to 
share the Good News of Jesus.

~ By Dr. Douglas Earls D.Min.

    Reaching     Reaching 
Baby BoomersBaby Boomers



From Our Boards
 Christian Education  Christian Education  

Care For Your Pastor! He’s got a lot on his plate. Not only 
is he charged by God to faithfully preach the Word an care 
for the flock as an under-shepherd, but most pastors do 
much more than the Biblical mandate.

In October of 2021, Barna Research indicated that only 
35% of pastors are considered “healthy” and 38% of pas-
tors were seriously considering hanging up their hat. NOW 
is the time for you and your church to come alongside your 
pastor. Pray for him, support him, and encourage him so 
that he can continue to lead in a healthy manner.

2023 MINISTER”S RETREAT

A great encouragement would be to send your pastor 
to the CE Board sponsored, Annual Missouri Ministers 
Retreat. There, he will find some relaxing time off, ex-
cellent fellowship with other ministers, and encouraging 
teaching from the Scriptures. In fact, talk to your leader-
ship about not only encouraging your pastor to go… but 
paying his tuition also! It’s an investment into the man 
who invests in your church.

If you have any questions about this year’s retreat, 
please contact the state office, or any member of the 
CE Board. The 2023 Annual Missouri Minister’s Retreat 
will be on March 6th – 8th with speaker Brandon Moore. 
Brandon is the Missouri Baptist Director of Church Re-
vitalization.
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March  6-8, 2023March  6-8, 2023

DEADLINE TO REGISTER DEADLINE TO REGISTER 
FEBRUARY  15thFEBRUARY  15th

Speaker: Brandon Moore

DOOR PRIZES DOOR PRIZES 
& GIVEWAYS!& GIVEWAYS!Minister’s Minister’s 

Cross Pointe Retreat CenterCross Pointe Retreat Center

For REGISTRATION & more INFO go to MOFWB.COM

Brandon Moore is a Church Revitalization Specialist 
for the Missouri Baptist Convention.  Working out of 
Jefferson City, MO, Brandon partners with churches 
and leaders to create strong, thriving ministries.  For-
merly a pastor, Brandon has a heart for God’s Kingdom 
and the local church.

Cost: Cost: 
$100$100
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NOTE: 
An up-to-date copy of the 
Competition Guidelines is 

available through 
Randall House Publications. 
 You can call them directly at 

(800) 877-7030 or 
randallhouse.com  

If you have any questions contact:
Ryan Akers - 636-484-0277

ryan@cfcfenton.org 

Two ways to register:  
• Go to mofwb.com under the calendar/events tab you will find a 
   PDF document that you can download and print.  
• Registration form located in the back of the Competition 
  Guidelines booklet. 
→ Remember, a registration form has to be completed for each 
       entry a student participates in.  
→ Mail your completed entry forms to: Calvary Fellowship

                                                     C/O Ryan Akers
                                                                 1811 Smizer Station Rd.

                                                         Fenton, MO  63026

“Like” us on Facebook.  Our Group name is “Missouri Free Will Baptist Youth Board.”  We will post 
updates, news and other information that pertains to the Ministry Expo including hotel arrangements 
and a rough schedule of the event.  

2023 CTS MINISTRY EXPO
APRIL 1st at Calvary Fellowship, Fenton, MO

Forms must be 
postmarked by: 

→ March 1 ←

CAUTION
April 21 & 22, 2023

Ministers’ Wives’ 
Retreat

Cross Pointe 
Retreat Center

  Questions? 
Contact Becky Gwartney (beckygwartney@hotmail.com), 

Brenda Bunch (brndbnch@yahoo.com) or 
     Linda Reeves (lbreeves@hotmail.com) for anwers.

Like Missouri FWB pastor’s Wives on facebook 
for information and updates. 

Visit mofwb.com for registration forms.

Speaker: Fawn Gibson
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The Baileys recently shared a spe-
cial thank you - Thank you very 
much! to our friends and First FWB 
Church WAC of Lebanon, MO, for 
providing funds for KCC Mommy 
and Me Christmas parties this year! 

It’s so wonderful to have others sharing the vision of 
reaching the lost in Japan!” 

FASTING AND PRAYER -  November 1st of this year 
was a day of fasting and prayer for the Free Will Bap-
tist denomination.  Have you considered promoting 
one day per week or month as a congregational day of 
fasting and prayer?

RETIREE MINISTRY AND NIANGUA YOUTH CAMP 
put a challenge into action.  Attendees at the recent 
MOFWB Retiree retreat were challenged to serve as 
surrogate grandparents or aunts and uncles to Nian-
gua Campers.  Several couples accepted the chal-
lenge and have committed to attending the 2023 camp 
sessions and simply being available to talk, give a hug, 
counsel, or “love on” the campers as a way of express-
ing godly Christian care and love to students who may 
not receive that kind of attention in their home.  The 
Retiree Ministry has donated $15,000 of the funds 
they receive from COOP to build concrete pads where 
these “grandparents” may park their RV or travel trailer 
during the camping session.  COOP is working togeth-
er cooperatively to achieve goals we could not achieve 
otherwise.  Thank you to the Retiree Ministry Board, 
Camp Niangua, and Missouri FWB Churches for mak-
ing these important ministries possible.  It is exciting to 
anticipate seeing how God will use this ministry.

“WE NEED HELP”  those three words are difficult 
for a pastor or church board to say.  The MOFWB 
Association has several trained coaches who are 
available and eager to work alongside any pastor or 
congregation.  Whether you need to refocus, regain 
traction, organize outreach, or consider a revitaliza-
tion or restart plan, these equipped leaders will be 
happy to talk with you.  Please get in touch with the 
MOFWB Executive Office for more information.  

2023 MINISTER’S RETREAT - Pastors and leaders 
need some downtime.  Pastor, plan to attend the re-
treat March 6-8.  Church Leader, would you encour-
age your pastor to attend & also encourage his wife 
to attend the Minister’s wives retreat April 21-22.

MISSION ASSOCIATION recently licensed a young 
preacher, and two were approved for ordination.  
Gabe Todd was licensed and is preaching regular-
ly and serving in the Willow Springs Church. (Mtn. 
Grove) Devin Wright is also preaching nearly eve-
ry Sunday and serving in the Cornerstone Church. 
(Mtn. Grove)  Charles Felker is pastoring the Rock 
Chapel Church and regularly preaches revivals.
 
LIBERTY ASSOCIATION recently ordained Cody 
Sanders as a pastor.  Cody and his wife are pastor-
ing the One Accord FWB Church in Nixa. 

BROTHERHOOD -  Thank you for choosing Broth-
erhood Mutual as your insurance provider.  Again 
this year, we have received a Safe Ministry Partner-
ship Payment of $10,000 which will be invested into 
MOFWB ministries.

• You're Only Human: How Your Limits Reflect God's Design and 
  Why That's Good News by Kelly Kapic
• The Storm-Tossed Family: How the Cross Reshapes the Home 
  by Russell Moore
• The Gospel Comes with a House Key: Practicing Radically Ordinary 
  Hospitality in Our Post-Christian World by Rosaria Butterfield
• How to Build a Healthy Church: A Practical Guide to Deliberate 
  Leadership by Mark Dever and Paul Alexander

Our intention is for the first to be read by the Pastors' Retreat, the second by the 
State Meeting, and the dates to read the final two will be announced later. 

For more information contact Faron Thebeau (faron.mosaicrolla@gmail.com) 
or Jackson Watts (jacksonwatts@hotmail.com)
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Missouri Free Will Baptist 
2023 State Calendar

January 20-21 Marriage Retreat - Chateau on the Lake Branson, MO

January 30 Show-Me Plan Commitment Sunday

March 6-8 Minister’s Retreat - Cross Pointe Camp & Retreat Center, Rocky Mount, MO

April 1 CTS Ministry EXPO - Calvary Fellowship, Fenton, MO

April 21-22 Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat - Cross Pointe Camp & Retreat Center,  Rocky Mount, MO

June 5-7 MOFWB State Meeting - Oasis Hotel & Convention Center, Springfield, MO

June 6 Women’s Celebration and CE Board Seminars

June 12-16 Teen Camp at Camp Niangua   

June 26-30 Pre-Teen Camp at Camp Niangua, Session 1

July  10-14 Pre-Teen Camp at Camp Niangua, Session 2

July 16-19 NAFWB Convention & National Youth Conference, Raleigh, North Carolina 

August 12 CO-ED 2 Person Scramble  - Sullivan Golf Course, Sullivan, MO

August 25-26 Evangelism Conference - Camp Niangua

September 22-23 MOFWB Women’s Ministry Retreat - Westgate Branson Woods Resort

October 13-14 NAM Boot Camp - Camp Niangua

October 23-25 Retiree Retreat - Lodge of the Ozarks, Branson, MO

November TBD E3 Conference

November 6 General Board Meeting - State Office, Lebanon, MO

All events & additional information, as it becomes available, can be found at mofwb.com

Help support MO Missions by committing to a SMP share.

Sunday
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October 10, 2022 

CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP INC. (CEF} and the National Association 
of Free Will Baptists, Inc. (NAFWB) freely embrace a spirit of cooperation and agree on the 
value of working together to assist each other in carrying out the Great Commission. This letter recognizes 
and communicates this cooperation to the various offices of CEF and NAFWB, as well as churches that wish 
to explore the various opportunities this cooperation affords them. 

Since ...  
CEF is a Bible-centered organization, composed of born-again believers whose purpose is to evangelize 
boys and girls with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and to establish (disciple) them in the Word of God 
and in a local church for Christian living. 

And since ...
Free Will Baptists are dedicated to REACHING the world for Christ, TRAINING congregations and leaders to 
effectively grow healthy churches and make disciples, and GIVING faithfully to support the work of the Kingdom, 

Then ...  
CEF and NAFWB leadership believe this cooperation will support our mutual God-given mission to take the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world. We believe biblical truths cross all cultural boundaries and it is God’s 
desire and our collective objective to establish disciples of all nations. 

This cooperation neither restricts, limits, nor interferes with existing or future relationships with other entities 
who share a desire to fulfill the Great Commission. 

To each of our constituents, we enthusiastically endorse this opportunity to cooperate in ministry and trust you 
will freely seek opportunities to work together in serving our great God and Savior.

Signed by:

   Fred Pry, CEF Assistant Vice President
   Eddie Moody, NAFWB Executive Secretary

WOULD YOU LIKE TO REACH CHILDREN AND 
FAMILIES WITH THE GOSPEL?

NAFWBCEF
CHILD EVAMGELISM
FELLOWSHIP

NATIONAL ASSOC OF
FREE WILL BAPTIST

The letter above is an official agreement between 
the National Association of Free Will Baptists and 
Child Evangelism Fellowship to work jointly and co-
operatively in reaching children, youth, and families 
with the gospel of Christ.  CEF in Missouri is di-
vided into several chapters, which can provide re-
sources, training, and help in starting and develop-
ing evangelistic outreach and discipleship through 
Good News Clubs, 5-Day Clubs, and Christian 
Youth In Action (CYIA). CEF can guide you in start-

ing a Good News Club in your local school. CEF 
has a chapter leader near you and will be happy to 
help you get started with an outreach program for 
children, or improve the ministry you are current-
ly offering. For more information, you can access 
CEF on the internet at www.cefmissouri.org

You may also call the National CEF Headquarters 
in Warrenton, Mo, to be directed to a CEF worker in 
your area.  636-456-4321 ext. 2050
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Can we really teach the Bible in public schools?
Yes! The Gospel has been taught freely in public schools all over the 
world for some time. Now children in the U.S. have that opportunity, too! In 
2001 the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Good News Clubs v. Milford Central 
School that Good News Clubs can meet in public schools in the United 
States after school hours on the same terms as other community groups. 
Children attend Good News Club only with their parents’ permission.

What can Good News Club Do For My Neighborhood?
A Good News Club can identify a home in the neighborhood that is safe for a child to go to in times of trouble. It 
brings the teaching of biblical morality to his neighborhood. It connects the child and his family to others where they 
live developing a good community spirit. When you teach God’s Word to children in your neighborhood, your neigh-
bors learn what you believe. Community centers and housing complexes are also great places for a club.

What Is Taught in Good News Club?
Each week an exciting Bible lesson using colorful materials from CEF is presented. This action-packed time also 
includes songs, Scripture memory, a missions story and review games or other activities focused on the lesson’s 
theme. Each club includes a clear presentation of the Gospel and an opportunity for children to trust the Lord Jesus 
as Savior. Every club also includes strong discipleship training to build character and strengthen moral and spiritual 
growth. All children are encouraged to attend a local church.

Who Teaches a Good News Club?
Christians who are concerned for boys and girls work together volunteering their time and energy to teach Good 
News Club. They are trained by Child Evangelism Fellowship to have a club that is exciting and informative so that 
children will want to keep coming. Teachers are asked to sign the CEF Statement of Faith and agree to abide by the 
policies of the organization. Adults working with the program are screened according to our child protection policy. In 
the United States there is a movement among churches to adopt a public school Good News Club.

Now, more than ever, children need the Gospel
Children today face an increasingly dangerous and hopeless 
world. Unchurched families in every country—and even locally, in 
your own community—have no legacy of faith to pass on to their 
children. They do not know the reason for our hope.

A Good News Club® meets kids right where they are
In schools (yes, schools!), community centers, churches, and neighborhood 
homes, teachers who are screened, trained, and equipped lead action-packed 
Good News Clubs every week, delivering the timeless truths of the Bible in excit-
ing, engaging ways. Children learn the Gospel, and many come to know Jesus 
as their Savior.

You can bring the Gospel to children
Good News Clubs only happen because of people like you! You can help organize 
and lead a club in your home, at your church, or in your school. You can support 
our work training and equipping teachers with your donations. And most importantly, 
you can pray for this ministry!

Frequently Asked Questions 

GOOD NEWS CLUB
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RECEIPTS
COOP
Alton ................................ $200.00 
Amity ................................ $283.04 
Aulsbury Chapel ........... $1,582.97 
Bailey ............................ $1,419.00 
Bailey Chapel .................. $124.00 
Belton .............................. $849.65 
Bethel- Marshfield......... $2,078.70 
Black Oak ..................... $1,020.00 
Byrd ................................. $580.77 
Calvary Chapel ............. $8,108.83 
Calvary Fellowship ....... $4,256.42 
Christ Chapel ................ $1,690.00 
Copper Mines ............... $2,143.43 
Cornerstone ..................... $231.37 
Cuba ................................ $713.00 
De Soto 1st ................... $3,357.00 
Faith- Fair Grove ............. $493.80 
Faith Chapel ................. $1,411.60 
Farmington 1st.............. $5,734.47 
Fellowship..................... $1,740.00 
First Day ....................... $3,659.50 
Fredericktown 1st ......... $1,360.00 
Freeman Chapel .............. $629.00 
Good News ...................... $521.50 
Gospel Light .................... $800.00 
Grace ............................ $4,224.72 
Grace Pointe.................... $400.00 
Grant Avenue ................ $1,583.16 
Hannon ......................... $2,230.06 
Hartville......................... $1,905.00 
Hazel Creek .................. $2,842.28 
Hopewell ....................... $2,123.00 
Houston 1st .................. $1,173.28 
Hurryville .......................... $575.00 
Koshkonong..................... $339.90 
Leadington .................... $1,681.00 
Lebanon 1st .................. $4,380.24 
Lebanon Green Hills ........ $618.00 
Liberty - Gatewood .......... $151.10 
Lucille Franklin................. $450.00 
Marshfield ........................ $563.90 
Mill Creek ......................... $332.90 
Mine La Motte .................. $102.21 
Monett 1st ........................ $670.50 
Mosaic .......................... $1,501.52 
Mountain Grove 1st ...... $1,945.90 
Mt. Pisgah........................ $530.00 
Neosho 1st ................... $1,554.00 
Nevada ............................ $709.17 
New Hope ..................... $3,967.07 
New Life- Licking .......... $1,032.78 
Number One ...................... $50.00 
O’Fallon 1st .................. $8,551.53 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ... $466.32 
Oak Hill ............................ $790.00 

MOFWB COOP ............ $4,407.67 
Mosaic ............................... $50.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $575.00 
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $95.00 
Mt. Pisgah WAC ................ $25.00 
Mt. Zion- “Cuba” .............. $160.00 
Myrtle ............................... $662.00 
Neosho 1st ...................... $500.00 
New Hope ........................ $400.00 
New Life- Licking ............. $189.00 
Number One .................... $120.00 
O’Fallon 1st .................. $5,556.93 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ... $285.00 
Oak Hill .............................. $42.00 
Ozark 1st ......................... $375.00 
Ozark 1st - Heritage ........ $200.00 
Park Hills 1st...................... $91.50 
Parkway ........................... $300.00 
Pleasant Grove- Anderson  $300.00 
Pleasant Home ................ $400.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $210.00 
Purdy 1st ......................... $825.00 
Rejoice............................. $170.00 
Republic........................... $255.00 
Resolve............................ $200.00 
RHP Commission .............. $85.81 
Richwoods 1st ................. $146.26 
Rock Chapel .................... $400.00 
Rodney Bunton ............. $1,000.00 
Southeast Association ..... $120.00 
Springfield 1st .................. $800.00 
Stockton........................... $453.50 
Stockton Auxiliary .............. $45.00 
Thayer .......................... $1,250.00 
Trinity ............................... $180.00 
Trisa Johnson .................... $47.58 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ............. $55.00 
Union ................................. $45.00 
Union Light ...................... $700.00 
United .............................. $950.00 
Unity ................................ $490.00 
Verdella......................... $1,662.46 
Viburnum ........................... $60.00 
Victory- KC ...................... $416.80 
Virginia Bunton ................ $600.00 
Waynesville 1st ............. $1,010.00 
West Plains 1st WNAC ...... $50.00 
Willow Springs ................. $639.34 
Wolf Creek ....................... $400.00 
Total ........................... $47,868.05 

Missouri Missions
Alden Redfield ................. $100.00 
Calvary Fellowship .............. $5.00 
Cuba .................................. $45.45 
De Soto 1st ...................... $445.00 
Devena Harwick .............. $388.40 
Farmington 1st..................... $5.00 
Howard Easley ............. $1,145.00 
Judith Lemons ................... $23.79 
Loretta Minney ................... $50.00 
Mosaic .......................... $2,500.00 
Mt. Pisgah WAC ................ $40.00 
Oliver Adamson ............... $120.00 
Ozark 1st ........................... $20.00 
Ozark 1st - Heritage ........ $200.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .... $75.00 
Republic............................. $50.00 
Restore ............................ $300.00 
RHP COMMISSION ........ $543.46 
Ryan Akers ...................... $100.00 
Scott Keith ....................... $100.00 
Thayer ............................... $50.00 
William Moore .................... $50.00 
Total ............................. $6,356.10 

North American Ministries
Bailey ............................... $200.00 
Belton .............................. $275.61 
Carrie Myers ...................... $50.00 
Copper Mines .................. $175.00 
Cuba .................................. $45.45 
De Soto 1st ...................... $660.00 
De Soto 1st Joy Makers .... $25.00 
Farmington 1st..................... $5.00 
Grace ................................. $40.00 
Hartville.............................. $25.00 
Houston 1st ..................... $100.00 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $200.00 
Lebanon 1st Women ....... $300.00 
Loretta Minney ................... $50.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ........... $70.00 
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $50.00 
Neosho 1st ...................... $120.00 
New Hope .......................... $50.00 
New Testament .................. $60.00 
O’Fallon 1st ....................... $80.00 
Ozark 1st ......................... $300.00 
Rock Chapel .................... $305.68 
Southeast Association ....... $90.00 
Stockton............................. $30.00 
Trinity ............................... $120.00 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ............. $35.00 
Union Light ...................... $170.00 
Union Light WAC ............. $100.00 
Waynesville 1st ................ $210.00 
West Plains 1st ................ $110.00 
Total ............................. $4,051.74 

International Missions
Black Oak ........................ $300.00 
Bruce Moore ...................... $80.00 
Christ Chapel ................... $135.00 
Copper Mines .................. $700.00 
Cuba .................................. $90.90 
De Soto 1st ...................... $890.00 
Farmington 1st................. $132.50 
Fellowship........................ $315.00 
Fredericktown 1st ............ $460.00 
Freida Hays ....................... $50.00 
Gospel Light ................. $1,000.00 
Gospel Light SS................. $30.00 
Grace ............................... $750.00 
Grant Avenue ..................... $40.00 
Hartville............................ $175.00 
Hopewell WAC ................ $338.00 
Houston 1st ..................... $880.35 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $478.00 
Lebanon 1st Women ....... $100.00 
Mill Creek ......................... $100.00 
Mill Creek- Young Adults.... $25.00 
Mosaic ............................. $260.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $125.00 
New Hope ........................ $200.00 
Oak Hill ............................ $184.00 
O’Fallon 1st .................. $2,205.00 
Ozark 1st ......................... $423.00 
Park Hills 1st.................... $195.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $150.00 
Rejoice.......................... $1,990.00 
Second Free Will ............. $100.00 
Southeast Association ....... $90.00 
Stockton............................. $40.00 
Trinity ................................. $40.00 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ............. $40.00 
Union Light ...................... $150.00 
Union Light WAC ............. $100.00 
Verdella......................... $4,585.49 
Victory- KC ................... $2,010.20 
Waynesville 1st ................ $410.00 
Total ........................... $20,367.44 

One Accord ...................... $855.67 
Ozark 1st ...................... $9,194.31 
Ozark 1st - Heritage ........ $671.50 
Park Hills 1st................. $1,980.19 
Parkview .......................... $266.00 
Pleasant Home ................ $363.90 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $542.00 
Purdy 1st ...................... $2,000.00 
Rejoice.......................... $3,575.00 
Republic........................ $1,243.23 
Resolve............................ $200.00 
Restore ............................ $488.00 
Richwoods 1st ................. $800.00 
Rock Chapel ................. $1,509.98 
Safe Harbor ..................... $150.00 
Seymour ....................... $1,006.00 
Smyrna ............................ $199.00 
Springfield 1st ............... $2,071.00 
Stockton........................... $209.50 
Stonebridge ..................... $615.86 
Thayer .......................... $3,642.00 
Trinity ............................ $1,475.10 
Twin Oak....................... $1,840.72 
Union ................................. $60.00 
Union Light ...................... $349.20 
United ........................... $4,343.84 
Unity ............................. $1,110.00 
Verdella......................... $1,662.46 
Viburnum ......................... $473.00 
Victory- Alton ................ $2,048.00 
Victory- KC ................... $1,484.00 
Waynesville 1st ............. $1,584.20 
West Plains 1st ............. $2,389.00 
Wilderness ....................... $980.83 
Willow Springs .............. $1,215.54 
Wolf Creek .................... $1,891.00 
Total ........................  $146,922.62 
 
Show-Me Plan
Aulsbury Chapel .............. $180.00 
Belton .............................. $350.00 
Black Oak ........................ $360.00 
Brent Emmerson.............. $100.00 
Bruce Moore .................... $100.00 
Byrd ................................... $50.00 
Calvary Chapel .................. $90.00 
Cheryl Bell ......................... $96.64 
Cleo Reeder ...................... $60.00 
Copper Mines .................. $300.00 
Cuba ................................ $121.20 
De Soto 1st ................... $1,895.00 
Farmington 1st.............. $2,755.19 
Farmington 1st- WAC ...... $100.00 
Fellowship........................ $205.00 
First Day ....................... $1,829.75 
Frank Webster ................. $120.00 
Fredericktown 1st ............ $260.00 
Freeman Chapel .............. $720.00 
Gary Tune .......................... $96.44 
Gospel Light ................. $1,800.00 
Grace ............................... $982.00 
Hannon ......................... $1,000.00 
Hartville............................ $175.00 
Hopewell WAC .................. $50.00 
Jason Sander .................... $47.58 
Jerry Rader ........................ $40.00 
Josh Provow .................... $100.00 
Leadington ....................... $400.00 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $428.00 
Lebanon 1st Women ....... $800.00 
Lebanon Green Hills ........ $185.40 
Lucille Franklin................. $450.00 
Macedonia - Purdy ....... $3,000.00 
Mill Creek ........................... $70.00 
Mine La Motte .................. $450.00 
MOFWB ........................... $100.00 

Please note: The amounts listed are for two months,   
December, 2022 - January, 2023Financial  Report

COOP Disbursements
December 2022 - January 2023
19%   MO Missions........  $27,915.30 
21.5%   Gen/Exec..........  $31,588.36 
8.5%  Youth Camp .........  $12,488.42 
2%  Youth Ministry ...........  $2,938.45 
2%  Christian Education ..  $2,938.45 
2%  Retiree Ministry ........  $2,938.45 
9%  State Retirement ....  $13,223.04 
3% Show-Me ...................  $4,407.68 
33% Nat’l Ministries .......  $43,049.36 
Randall U (.1121) .............  $5,435.11  
Total Disbursed ..........  $146,922.62 
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DESIGNATED 
ACM
Bailey ............................... $240.00 
Total ................................ $240.00 

Berea Ministries
Bailey ............................... $140.00 
Total ................................ $140.00 

Ch-TN
Bailey ............................... $400.00 
Belton ................................ $20.00 
Bruce Moore ...................... $20.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $160.00 
Grace ............................ $1,040.00 
Hartville.............................. $50.00 
Mill Creek ........................... $25.00 
Myrtle ............................... $300.00 
New Hope ........................ $100.00 
Union Light ...................... $100.00 
Unity ................................ $300.00 
Waynesville 1st .................. $45.00 
Total ............................. $2,560.00 

Young Children’s Home
Thayer ............................... $68.00 
Total .................................. $68.00 

Getsemani CH
Stockton............................. $15.00 
Total .................................. $15.00 

Randall U
Fellowship.......................... $30.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $330.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
Total ................................ $560.00 

PMI-USA
Verdella............................ $800.00 
Total ................................ $800.00 

Welch College
De Soto 1st ...................... $120.00 
Farmington 1st................. $200.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $330.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
Total ................................ $850.00 

WNAC
Stockton Auxiliary ................ $5.00 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ............. $10.00 
Total .................................. $15.00 

Youth Camp
Cuba .................................. $50.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $180.00 
Hannon ............................ $100.00 
Hartville.............................. $50.00 
Lucille Franklin................. $300.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $100.00 
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $15.00 
Myrtle ................................. $88.00 
Oak Hill .............................. $42.00 
Ozark 1st ........................... $20.00 
RHP Commission ............ $228.83 
Stockton Auxiliary .............. $15.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
Trinity ................................. $34.00 
Union ................................. $30.00 
West Plains 1st .................. $25.00 
Willow Springs ................. $100.00 
Total ............................. $1,577.83 

Youth Camp Development
Verdella............................ $498.74 
Total ................................ $498.74 

Available for 
Fill-In

Cody Alley
Lebanon, MO
573-664-6945 

Rich Barker
Park Hills, MO
573-664-6947

Jack Brown
Kansas City, MO

816-267-0550

Tim Deckard
Alton, MO

706-464-5956 

Ed Fields
Cuba, MO

573-368-0746

MISSOURI WILL BE HOSTING 
THE NAFWB CONVENTION IN 
2025 IN KANSAS CITY!

In order to help cover the expense of the event, 
the MOFWB  Executive Committee is asking 

each church give a love offering of $100.00 per 
year for the next four years. If you have any 

questions or concerns feel free to contact the 
state office at 417-532-6537   stan@mofwb.org
As of December 1st we have received $8,971.00

Available Churches

First Free Will
DeSoto, MO

Contact: Rodney Garrett
636-208-6414

Friendship
Branson, MO

Contact: George
Christoffersen
417-331-3997

Hazel Creek
Kirksville, MO

Contact: Karen Sponsler
TEXT - 660-626-3978

Donnie Greenwood
Marshfield, MO

417-597-5808

Danny Hill
Springfield, MO

417-210-3699

Scott McCully
Joplin, MO

417-236-4382

David Mitchener
Ozark MO

417-840-2164

Lindell Richardson
Desloge, MO
573-366-1850

Jason Williams
Ozark, MO

417-260-7078

Mt Zion “Cuba”
Grovespring, MO

Contact: Jason Parker
417-531-3993

Pleasant Home
Mtn. Grove, MO

Contact: Shirley Reed
417-948-2365

Pleasant Ridge
Alton, MO

Contact: Glenn Booker
417-270-0994

Thank you for supporting 
these Free Will Baptist 

Ministries!!

We Are
now on &

LIKE/FOLLOW OUR PAGE NOW!

MO FWB  State Office and Gem Magazine

Magazine
GEM
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Learning Trust, Finding Treasure: Solving the Puzzle of Parenting is a study of solid parent-
ing principles that can be found throughout the Scriptures. It contrasts parenting philosophies 
and ideas from the culture with what the Bible has to say. It also outlines why having a strong 
spiritual foundation for your approach to parenting makes a difference for both you and your 
children. This study offers the opportunity for digging into the richness of God’s Word, leading 
the reader into thoughtful reflection, and dealing honestly with the things that might be stumbling 
blocks in your parenting. With transparent personal examples as well as practical illustrations, 
Becky Sparks takes the reader on a journey of how to build a Christ-centered perspective of 
raising children.

Learning Trust, Finding Treasure 
By Becky Sparks

Helping You Solve the Puzzle 
of Parenting
 
Table of Contents
– Introduction
– What is the Point of Parenting?
– What is the Purpose of Parenting?
– What is the Role of Parenting?
– What is the Responsibility of Parenting?
– What is the Perspective of Parenting?
– What is the Heart of Parenting?
– What is the Goal of Parenting?


