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from the Editor, Stan Bunch

Average as an adjective is de-
fined as follows:  a: being about 
midway between extremes, a 
man of average height; b: not 
out of the ordinary: COMMON

In a recent Psychology Today article, 
Tomas Chamorro-Premuzic, Ph.D. 
states, “Contrary to popular belief, 
there are many advantages to be-
ing, and even feeling, average. If you 
want to avoid most physical and psy-
chological illnesses, being average is 
one of your best options; pathology 
is generally associated with statistical 
infrequency. Even desirable charac-
teristics—ambition, sociability, confi-
dence, and conscientiousness—are 
problematic when exacerbated or tak-
en to the extreme. Ambition turns into 
greed; sociability into exhibitionistic 
attention-seeking; confidence into ar-
rogance; and conscientiousness into 
obsessive-compulsive behavior.”  

Considering the various aspects of 
Christianity and attempting to place 
them on a spectrum from terrible to 
exceptional, most of the areas of 
consideration would fall into what we 
might label “average.”  The location of 
a particular aspect on the spectrum 
would be determined by the assess-
ment or metric used. That is, what is 
to be considered terrible and what is 
to be considered exceptional?

When considering churches, pastors, 
programs, worship, prayer, evange-
lism, as well as basically any other 
facet of our faith, the “terrible” and 
“exceptional” categories would be 
relatively small. Between those two 
extremes would be a very large “aver-
age” category that most of those peo-
ple and ministries would fall into. If we 
condense all these areas of Christian 
life and service down to people who 
do the ministry, and the congrega-
tions to which we belong, most will fall 
into the average column. The ministry 

of most congregations is neither ter-
rible nor exceptional. The same can 
be said of pastors, deacons, leaders, 
ministries, etc. Not to damage any-
one’s ego, but most of us are simply 
average. We may excel in one area or 
another, while our deficiencies in an-
other area bring us back down into the 
arena of being average.  

What can God do with my “aver-
ageness?” It is unfortunate when 
we compare ourselves with others.  
Comparing congregations, ministers, 
programs, attendance, and worship 
styles  can result in sinful arrogance or 
damaging discouragement. Put a big 

duck in a small puddle, and he may 
think himself something great. Put 
him in a large lake, and he becomes 
an insignificant speck. The only com-
parisons that should happen in the 
Christian faith are those of compar-
ing reality, that is, who and what we 
are, to the mirror of the Word of God, 
and then comparing the fruit of our 
life with our fruit-bearing potential. 
If a minister compares himself to a 
popular celebrity preacher, he might 
find himself attempting to emulate or 
copy the celebrity, or worse, preach 
the celebrities messages as his own. 
He might see himself as insignificant 

The Challenge of Being Average
or of little consequence because he 
doesn’t have a large congregation. 
God made most of us of average IQ, 
size, ability, and potential. What is sad 
and sinful is when there is potential for 
a congregation, person, or ministry to 
be on the higher end of the average 
spectrum while allowing apathy, un-
concern, selfishness, and laziness to  
pacify them into accepting themselves 
where they are, rather than where 
God intends for them to be through 
His leadership and power.  

Sam Rainer recently stated that the 
average congregation in America is 
75 members, and the average age 
of members in those churches is 73. 
It could also be said that average 
churches are most often led by aver-
age leaders. Most Free Will Baptist 
churches and leaders would there-
fore fall into the average category. If 
the attendance potential of a church 
is 150 with a current attendance of 63, 
the leadership of the church would be 
wise to do some soul searching and 
consider how God would lead them to 
reach their potential. If a church has 
the potential of a congregation of 45 
and they are averaging 45, they are 
doing well and might consider pray-
ing about how they could help another 
struggling congregation to reach their 
potential. As a minister, Bible teach-
er, deacon, or member how can I be 
the “best” average servant possible? 
What adjustments or changes do I 
need to make to reach my spiritual 
potential?  

We might feel sorry for Joe. His name 
has been used to excuse slothfulness 
too many times. “I’m just an average 
Joe,” is probably true for most of us. 
God created us and knows all about 
our ‘averageness.’  A good  prayer 
would be to ask God to push us to-
ward being the absolute “best aver-
age Joe” that we can be.  



Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, in-
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry 

and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed 
Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’  Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You 
in, or naked and clothe You?  Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’  And the King will answer and 
say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’   NKJV
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from the Missions Director, Steve Reeves 

The topic of what 
medical chaplaincy 
is cannot be fully ex-
hausted within this 
space; this is not to 
be an exhaustive ex-
planation; but rather 
a quick hit of various 
encounters that a 
chaplain might expe-

rience. Chaplains do so much more than pray with a patient or 
respond to death calls. As well, chaplaincy is not a “second-rate” 
ministry position. Chaplaincy is a ministry extension of Jesus. 
Christians believe from scripture that there are different ministry 
roles, which manifest in different ways, including the work of a 
chaplain (Eph. 4:11-13; Mt. 25:31-40).

A chaplain’s day develops by events that happen. Chaplains 
work in ethics, family care conferences, helping patients with 
Advance Directives, and emotional/spiritual support for patients 
dealing with a diagnosis/prognosis and the impact on their life. 
A chaplain may work with patients with mental health needs, 
substance abuse, and suicidal and homicidal ideation. A chap-
lain might cover the celebration of a newborn or provide grief 
support to parents who experienced a miscarriage. Chaplains 
are present for trauma and code blues while helping families 
process what is happening and decision-making.

It is not just the patient who needs help; caregiver stress is a 
common occurrence of emotional despair. It is difficult to con-
tinue taking your loved one to oncology or cardiac rehab, know-
ing the outcome may not be favorable. Or when a child becomes 
the parent, it is distressing. So many throughout the years have 
made promises, and circumstances force a child to be unable 

What Is Healthcare Chaplaincy?
to keep their word. What about a relationship that is facing the 
death of a loved one and feelings of guilt, remorse, or feelings 
of unfinished business; someone needs help. 

Chaplains work closely with staff to ensure they are well emo-
tionally and spiritually. A common saying with chaplains is “co-
worker care is patient care.” Co-workers deal with compassion 
fatigue, burnout, and emotional PTSD; their personal lives 
need addressing occasionally. Chaplains hold debriefings, reli-
gious services, and memorial services to help keep co-workers 
healthy emotionally and spiritually.

Why Healthcare Chaplaincy?
Healthcare chaplaincy has shifted drastically to the left. No 
longer is the position primarily Christian. The Christian pres-
ence of a chaplain is sharply declining. I believe the Holy Spirit 
initiates that ministry position. It is best to be led by the Holy 
Spirit in critical moments requiring calmness, help with under-
standing, process decision-making, emotional and spiritual 
support, and grief support. I want to know that an ambassador 
of God is present to help.

Healthcare gives natural opportunities daily, whether it is to 
a patient, a patient’s family members, or staff, to be a light in 
the darkness, help change outcomes, and witness the love of 
Christ. It is not a matter of if emotional, physical, or spiritual 
trauma happens in one’s life, but rather a matter of when. There 
must be a voice crying in the wilderness, tearing down stereo-
types, planting and watering seeds. Healthcare chaplaincy is 
rapidly growing, and there is a need for conservative chaplains. 
Please pray for chaplains, and reach out to me if you want to 
learn how to become one.

~ Cody Alley MMB Member
Medical Chaplain, Mercy Hospital, Lebanon

As I looked around the room of offenders waiting for prayer requests, someone spoke up and asked us to 
pray for X. Others joined in their concern for “X.” There was a somber mood that seemed to replace the laugh-
ing that had taken just minutes before.

“X” was in solitary confinement, meaning he could not have visitors or talk to anyone. He is awaiting his ex-
ecution for the murder of a police officer. Two men had prayed for “X,” and I closed the prayer. The prayer 
was for God to send someone to witness to him. Maybe even bring to remembrance the gospel message he 
had heard in his youth. Little did we know that shortly after our prayer, someone would make their way to “X”, 
and he would accept the sacrifice of our Savior and become a new creature in Christ.

Prayer still works, and our God is a prayer-answering God. Please continue to pray for the offenders in Potosi 
prison as we minister to them weekly. Thank you.

~ Rob Gerst, pastor  , Restore FWB Church

Matthew 25:34-40
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- STATE -
Team Cape – Grace Fellowship has moved their adult 
Bible Study groups on Wednesday nights to homes.  
They are now dedicating Wednesday evening at the 
church building to their kids’ ministry and outreach.

Team Rolla – An international student accepted Christ 
in September.  They continue to need more space on 
Sunday mornings.  

Potosi – One of the inmates at Potosi gave his heart to 
the Lord in September.  Street Church continues to go 
well.  

- International -
Ken and Judy Bailey – They are praying for several 
people who attend their church to make a decision to 
follow Jesus.  They have a family from South Korea at-
tending their church.  

Donnie and Ruth McDonald – They will return to the 
states on October 19.  Pray as they transition into their 
new roles.

Team Shumen – Josh and family are back in Shumen 
and the ministry is going well.  Josh is working in near-
by towns with the desire to plant more churches.  The 
Driscolls came to the US in September for stateside as-
signment.

Matthew and Brooke Turnbough – The attendance in 
Villalba is growing again.  They have several people in 
Bible Studies and in Discipleship training.

Adam and Carol Duncan – They will be finishing lan-
guage school in Quito and moving to Misahualli in De-
cember.  Pray for political stability in Ecuador

- North American -
Adam and Rebecca Garrett – The Bridge Church is do-
ing well.  Adam will be deployed with the national guard 
in February 2023.  

Steve and Amanda Schmidt – They had the first public 
service of their new church on August 10.  They have had 
several visitors each week.

Frank and Debbie Webster – They have a new rented 
facility for their church. They plan to start two new Bible 
Study groups in October. They hope to have the first ser-
vice of their new church soon.

- Chaplains -
Major Kevin Trimble trains 25 new chaplains each 
month.  He is also the pastor of the post church.  Please 
continue to pray for Captain David Dodson and family 
in Florida as he works with the Green Beret.  Pray for the 
soldiers as they deal with personal and family issues as 
a result of their military service.
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Black Oak
On July 31st Bro. Bill Young at Black Oak was honored to 
baptize 3 who followed in Christ in obedience. Kim Robertson, 
Aubree Gilmore and Adalyn Everett.

On August 16 Pastor Andy Rains had the honor of 
baptizing Emmalyn Goemaat during the morning 
worship service.

Lebanon 1st

The congregation of First Free Will Baptist Church 
collected $9,485 for the World Missions Offering!

Springfield 1st

Pictured below: Pastor Charles Horton and ushers 
Scott Acklin and Roy Ezell.

Parkway
On Sunday September 
11th, Pastor Dan Talbott 
performed two baptisms. 
During the morning ser-
vice Tony Title was bap-
tized. Pictured right with 
Pastor Dan. 

During the  even-
ing service,  Curt 
Limbeack  
was baptized. 
Pictured left.

Parkway church is 
located in Sedalia, 
Missouri.
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Leadington 
The Leadington FWB Church has been experiencing revived growth the past 
few months!  Recently Ryan Gillespie gave his life to the Lord and was baptized.  
In August, Mike Duvall also testified that he had been saved and followed with 
baptism. Mike and pastor Bob Thebeau are pictured top, right.

On August 18, the church voted 100% to hire Bro. Bob Thebeau as pastor.  The 
church has been having visitors every week, and several have made Leadington 
their home church.  Pictured bottom, right Bob and Kathy Thebeau.

Although Associate Pastor Wayne Patton is suffering from ALS, he was faithful 
to lead the church before Bro. Bob came and now is actively serving in a prayer 
ministry.  We believe that his effectual fervent prayers have been a big reason 
for God’s blessings on the Leadington FWB Church.  Now, he is supporting Bro. 
Bob in prayer.  We know that with Bro. Bob’s leadership and his dedication to 
God, the church will continue to grow and be revived if we are diligent to follow 
God’s direction and continue to serve God and His people in our community, as 
well as around the world.

Freeman ChapelUnion Grove

Vernon and Neta Maggart are to be commended for several rea-
sons.  The average tenure for a pastor in the US is 18 months to 
2 years.  The Maggarts beat that 25 times over.  They moved to 
St. Joseph to pastor the Freeman Chapel FWB Church over 50 
years ago.  Neta was expecting their youngest child at the time.  
Freeman Chapel is the only church some of their children have 
attended.  They have dedicated, baptized, and performed wed-
dings for several congregation members.  The Freeman Chapel 
congregation is to be commended as well.  Keeping the same 
pastoral family for over 50 years speaks well of the maturity and 
strength of church leadership and congregation.  Vernon and 
Neta were presented with several nice gifts, flowers, letters from 
state political leaders, and a recognition plaque from the MOFWB 
State Association.  Vernon has been a very faithful and active 
member of the MOFWB General Board for many years, with Neta 
encouraging and supporting him completely.  Congratulations to 
this fine couple, their congregation, and their family.

On September 25th Pastor Zach Williams and Associate 
Pastor TJ Stout baptized Pyper Stout and Christian Liftin.  
Praise the Lord for this step of faith and obedience.  Pyper 
is the daughter of TJ and Courtney Stout and the grand-
daughter of Zach & Tammy Williams.



ConferenceConferenceEvangelism Evangelism MOFWBMOFWB

Your investment in the Niangua Youth Camp, Missouri Missions, and the MOFWB Execu-
tive Office is being used for God’s glory.  August 26-27, nearly 170 Christian workers from 
various areas of the state met at the Niangua Camp to hear speakers challenge them in 
numerous ways of evangelism.  Melvin Moon (Hartville), Tommy Swindol (Donnelson Fel-
lowship FWB Nashville), Johnathan McClure (First Day-Cabool & Mountain Moving Minis-
try), The Hartville Ladies Ministry Group, Jeff Nichols (Child Evangelism Fellowship), Steve 
Reeves and  Judy Gonnerman (Columbia) shared from God’s word on various topics, all 
related to evangelism.  The Niangua Camp provided the venue and housing at no charge.  
Missouri Missions and the Executive Office provided the food, which was excellent and very 
well prepared by Dave Rolandi and his daughter Jamie, along with helpers.  

Following the Friday night sessions, Bruce and Dede Moore treated attendees to Smores 
and a campfire sing-along under the roof of the new children’s playground area, which was 
provided by a financial grant from the NAFWB Foundation.  To conclude the conference, 
we put into practice what had been shared regarding “Prayer- The Forgotten Part of Evan-
gelism.”  There was a very moving time of prayer, with some participants praying as they 
walked, others in groups, some at the altar, while others knelt at their chairs. 

This conference was provided free of cost to those attending, and the response was very 
encouraging.   The vast majority of those who attended were laypeople.  The remarks, 
notes, and comments assure us that those who fill the chairs and support our churches are 
very interested in reaching their community for Christ and are eager to win souls for Christ.  

We plan to have another conference in late August or early September 2023.  Please watch 
and listen for the announcement in your church and future issues of the GEM magazine.

Special thanks to the Niangua Camp Board, Missouri Missions Board, and MOFWB Execu-
tive Committee and Office for supporting this conference which was made possible through 
the generosity of churches who support the Missouri COOP plan of financial support.  
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An Evening of EncouragementAn Evening of Encouragement

Helpers Andrew Clark, Colton & Trenton 
Nisbett. Eliah Nisbett with Bruce Moore (left)

First FWB Church of Lebanon provided the venue for the second Evening of Encouragement for pastors and 
their wives.  Bruce and Dede Moore graciously provided and prepared an excellent steak dinner.  Several help-
ers from the church assisted them.  Bob Thomas led in a wonderful time of worship and an encouraging word 
from the Scriptures.  Each person present was given a name as a prayer partner.  There was plenty of laughter 
and tears as people shared.  The purpose of the Evening of Encouragement is simply to encourage pastors and 
their wives who have led us through nearly three years of some of the most stressful times we can remember.  
We also want our spiritual leaders to know that they are appreciated and loved and that they are not alone in the 
work of the ministry.  Each person receives a nice gift as a token of our appreciation for them. By the time you 
read this, three more evenings like this will have been celebrated.  These evenings are being held in different 
areas of the state where we have churches.  Provided by Bruce and Dede Moore, Missouri Missions, and the 
MOFWB Executive Office.
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In In LovingLoving MemoMemoryry

Elmer Oren Turnbough 
passed away in Dixon, MO 
on September 29 at the 
age of 94. He was born in 
Davisville, MO to Irwin 
Turnbough and Rosa Ellen 
Tinker Turnbough. Elmer 

married Gladys Thompson on February 28, 1948, in Salem, 
MO.

Elmer was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, who 
died in 2015, his three brothers; Finis, Noah Turnbough and 
wife Frances, and John Turnbough and wife Margaret, and 
his three sisters, Gladine Abney and husband Lawrence, 
Dorothy Ray and husband Henry and Dolly Turnbough.

He is survived by his three children: Jim (Julie) Turnbough, 
Judy (KEN) Bailey, and Jeff (Susan) Turnbough; seven 
grandchildren; and 21 great grandchildren.

In 1944, at age 16 he left home looking for work. At age 18, 

he volunteered for military service. WWII had ended, and 
he served with the Army Corp of Engineers for two years 
helping in the reconstruction of Japan. In October 1951 
Elmer became a Christian, and then two years later was 
ordained as a minister. He served as a pastor and church 
planter for over 60 years in Missouri, Illinois, Tennessee, 
Delaware, North Carolina, and Florida. Perhaps one of the 
more outstanding blessings during these years of serving 
others was the significant number of people who became 
pastors, missionaries, and leaders, also serving others and 
even serving him in the last days of his life. 

Elmer enjoyed helping people—serving as pastor, becom-
ing an EMT to help in a small community, visiting the sick 
and shut-ins. He talked of counseling people in the nursing 
home up until just days before he passed away. He would 
often say, “When the going gets tough, keep looking up!”

The funeral for Elmer Turnbough was held on October 8th 
ant Jones Funeral Home in Saint James, MO with intern-
ment in North Lawn Cemetery in Salem, MO .

Rev. Elmer  Turnbough
December 29, 1927 – September 29, 2022

 Rev. Turnbough’s full obituary can be read online at mofwb.com/gem-magazine/gem-links-articles
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From Our Boards
 

Christian Education  Christian Education  

The Missouri mission church in Rolla is reaching people 
with the gospel and developing disciples utilizing small 
group communities. Rolla is a college town, with stu-
dents from places as far away as China, and represent-
ing several different languages and cultures, in addition 
to its more permanent residents. 

Pastors Faron Thebeau and Josh Chapman implement-
ed a small group community approach to evangelism and 
the development of disciples based upon components 
mentioned in Acts 2:42-47. (1) The believers “continued 
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine.” (2) They devoted 
themselves “to fellowship” (referring to a close associa-
tion and partnership - same term used of the believer’s  
“fellowship” with Christ Jesus in 1 Corinthians 1:9; 
and “the fellowship of the Holy Spirit” in 2 Corinthians 
13:14). (3) They ate together in their homes. (4) They 
prayed and praised God. 
These small group communities are closely connected 
with the larger church fellowship as they gather to wor-
ship each Sunday. The Sunday sermon becomes the 
focus of the small group discussions, along with an 
essential Bible reading plan that emphasizes one con-
cept each week. Individuals are strongly encouraged 
to journal their thoughts and any questions they have 

Growing the Church in the Context 
of Small Group Communities 

about the Scripture readings and the Sunday message. 
leadership is developed with an emphasis upon Scripture 
memorization and personal evangelism. 

The use of this small group approach has also been help-
ful in reaching people that are reluctant to come to a regu-
lar church house setting. It allows them to see up close 
the impact that Christ is having in the lives of the believers 
in the group and to experience the love of Christ demon-
strated. 

If you would like more information about developing small 
group communities within the context of your local con-
gregation, please contact Pastors Thebeau and Chap-
man of the Mosaic mission in Rolla.

~ Jay Tilson
CE Board Member

The Missouri Book Club will be discussing 
the following titles in late November:
Covenant and God’s Purpose for the World 

by Thomas Schreiner
What is the Mission of the Church? 
by Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert

Missouri Book ClubMissouri Book Club

Contact Faron Thebeau (faron.mosaicrolla@gmail.com) 
or Jackson Watts (jacksonwatts@hotmail.com) 

to learn how to get involved!
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Something   
  Beautiful...
Something New…     
  Something Better…

Our special project this year was 
the “Great Women’s Bake-Off”.  
Each ladies group was challenge to 
raise fund from  some sort of bak-
ing fundraiser.  The winners were 
announced at the retreat.  The First 
Church Women’s Ministry from 
Lebanon raised the most money 
($1,538.37).  Followed by O’Fallon 
($1,050) and Leadington ($452.00.)

As 113 FWB women gathered in 
Branson for the annual Women’s 
Ministry Retreat, they heard an 
awesome testimony of God’s love 
for His children as speaker Heath-
er Gilion (right, center) shared her 
tragic losses and struggles to once 
again love God, trust Him and not 
blame Him. Generations Church la-
dies (pictured below) led us in wor-
ship through song.  At the end of the 
evening, we had a mini concert led 

by board member Brenda Johnston 
and the Desoto ladies.

Many declared the retreat the best 
they had experienced. The ladies 
returned to their churches thanking 
God for His miraculous healing.  We 
encourage more MoFWB women to 
join us next year for a weekend of 
fun, fellowship, and praise!

~ Lee Ann Wilfong
Women’s Ministry Charman
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Marriage Retreat
January 20-21, 2023January 20-21, 2023

At Chateau on the Lake Resort & Spa in Branson, Missouri

  Prizes & Giveaways!
The retreat begins at 4:00 on Friday and ends at noon on Saturday. 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN NOW!  Scan the QR code above or visit MOFWB.COM 
to register.  The deadline to register is December 20th. For questions and 

more information call 417-840-8026.

A New Way to Love

Speakers: 

Steve & Debbie Wilson

marriagemattersnow.org

Cost $225 per couple 
(hotel, dinner, snacks & breakfast)

Generously sponsored by Ozark Family Church and the MOFWB Christian Education Board.



Page 14 / GEM Magazine / November-December, 2022

Disaster Relief -  You can be involved in serving 
when a disaster happens.  Tornadoes, floods, hur-
ricanes, ice storms, and other emergencies hap-
pen, and volunteers are needed to bring relief.  The 
MISSOURI FREE WILL BAPTIST DISASTER RE-
SPONSE TEAM is a ministry that has been adopted 
by the Missouri Mission Board.  If you are interest-
ed in joining this team or desire more information, 
please contact David Beltz @ 417-619-3000 or Kyle 
Schwanke @ 417-733-4752

Hurricane Ian brought heavy devastation to FWB 
churches and the Cedros del Libano FWB Semi-
nary on the island of Cuba.  If your church would 
like to donate to help relief and rebuilding efforts 
for these brothers and sisters, you may send dona-
tions to the MOFWB Executive Office earmarked for 
“Hanna Project Cuba Relief.”  

Dumb Dad Joke - “Did you know that they aren’t 
making the 12” ruler any longer?  

DID YOU KNOW...
• that Randall University in Moore, Oklahoma, offers 
tuition-free studies for pastoral ministry students?
• that the MOFWB State Association offers schol-
arships to any student from Missouri studying at a 
FWB college?
• that any pastor whose church supports COOP at a 
10% level qualifies for the MOFWB Retirement plan?  
• the Missouri GEM is now mailed complimentary to 
pastors?
• according to visitors from other states that Nian-
gua Youth Camp is one of the nicest and most well-
equipped in the FWB denomination?
• the ministry of interim pastors (6 months to 1 year) 
is a growing ministry that is helping many congre-
gations work through a transition time?  Interims 
needed!

Welch Enrollment Increases Post-COVID
Welch College enrolled 388 students for the 2022 
Fall semester, according to Dr. Matthew McAffee, 
Provost at Welch College. This number marks the 
first increase in enrollment since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, up 15 percent from a total en-
rollment of 336 in the fall of 2021.

Ministry with Jesus is like casting a fishing net.  
He has called us to cast the net, but he’s responsible 
for the catch.  We cast; He catches.  Robby Gallaty

I know pastors make mistakes. I know they don’t 
get it right all the time. I know leadership means 
dealing with criticisms.  But . . .
If your church has an attendance of 125, you prob-
ably have 300 members and guests who attend at 
least once a quarter.
If each of the 300 persons “only” complains to or about 
the pastor once a quarter, that is 1,200 complaints a year.
Those 1,200 complaints a year translate to over 
three criticisms every day of the year. 
Pray for your pastor.

Thom Rainer

Leading in 2023 With Attainable Goals - The lack 
of a goal guarantees we will hit it.  Let’s consider 
some goals for 2023!
• Invite another believer to join you in praying over 
the goals.
• Set aside regular and specific times for prayer and 
fasting.
• Ask God to help you lead someone to Christ and 
nurture them as a disciple.
• Read through the Bible 
• Ask God for a God-sized number of new convert 
baptisms in your church.  Children and adults.
• Read at least 4 quality books that will help your 
spiritual growth and challenge your thinking.
• Pray about and determine to be an encourager as 
often as you can.

Pray for God to call pastors - A large percentage 
of pastors are of retirement age or older.  They are 
greatly appreciated and loved. The hard truth is that 
they will soon be unable to lead our churches.  Would 
you take a moment right now to ask God to call young 
men into the ministry as pastors for His church?

Pray over the phone - Calling a fellow believer to 
pray with them over the phone is a great way to en-
courage one another. It might feel awkward at first, 
but it will be a blessing and you will be glad you did.  
“Before we hang up, could I pray for us both?”
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Missouri Free Will Baptist 
2023 State Calendar

January 20-21 Marriage Retreat - Chateau on the Lake Branson, MO

January 30 Show-Me Plan Commitment Sunday

March 6-8 Minister’s Retreat - Cross Pointe Camp & Retreat Center, Rocky Mount, MO

April 1 CTS Ministry EXPO - Calvary Fellowship, Fenton, MO

April 21-22 Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat - Cross Pointe Camp & Retreat Center,  Rocky Mount, MO

June 5-7 MOFWB State Meeting - Oasis Hotel & Convention Center, Springfield, MO

June 6 Women’s Celebration and CE Board Seminars

June 12-16 Teen Camp at Camp Niangua   

June 26-30 Pre-Teen Camp at Camp Niangua, Session 1

July  10-14 Pre-Teen Camp at Camp Niangua, Session 2

July 16-19 NAFWB Convention & National Youth Conference, Raleigh, North Carolina 

August 25-26 Evangelism Conference - Camp Niangua

To Be Determined MOFWB Women’s Ministry Retreat 

October TBD Retiree Retreat, Lodge of the Ozarks, Branson, MO

November TBD E3 Conference

November 6 General Board Meeting - State Office, Lebanon, MO

All events & additional information, as it becomes available, can be found at mofwb.com

We Are
now on &

LIKE/FOLLOW OUR PAGE NOW!

MO FWB  State Office and Gem Magazine

Magazine
GEM



There is no story that has so stirred the heart of hu-
manity as the story of the birth of Jesus Christ. Every 
year as we celebrate in a special way the birthday of 
our Lord, born of the virgin, Mary, it brings renewed 
excitement and joy. I suppose the story has been told 
more than any other story, and yet it is still full of 
charm. Men tell it in all lands, and they joy over it 
as if it were an event of yesterday. It is new at every 
Christmas, and it presents a beautiful opportunity to 

share the good news of the birth, the life, the death, 
the resurrection, the ascension, and the coming 
again of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let us note some things about this beautiful miracu-
lous event. The place. The first Christmas service 
was not held in a church building, nor in a temple or 
synagogue, but rather out of doors in a building or 
shed used to shelter cattle. 

“And it came to pass in those days, that there 

went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that 

all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing 

was first made when Cyrenius was governor 

of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, everyone 

into his own city. And Joseph also went up 

from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 

Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 

lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his 

espoused wife, being great with child. And so 

it was, that, while they were there, the days 

were accomplished that she should be deliv-

ered. And she brought forth her first-born son, 

and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no room 

for them in the inn. And there were in the same 

country shepherds abiding in the field, keep-

ing watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the 

angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone round about them: and 

they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 

them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy, which shall be to all peo-

ple. For unto you is born this day in the city of 

The Story that Never Grows OldThe Story that Never Grows Old

David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And 

this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 

babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 

manger. And suddenly there was with the an-

gel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 

God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace good will toward men. And 

it came to pass, as the angels were gone away 

from them into heaven, the shepherds said one 

to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 

and see this thing which is come to pass, which 

the Lord hath made known unto us. And they 

came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, 

and the babe lying in a manger. And when they 

had seen it, they made known abroad the say-

ing which was told them concerning this child. 

And all they that heard it wondered at those 

things which were told them by the shepherds. 

But Mary kept all these things and pondered 

them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all the things 

that they had heard and seen, as it was told 

unto them.” 

~ Luke 2:1-20
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The woman. Her name was Mary. She had been se-
lected as the woman to give birth to the Christ-Child. 
The unusual thing concerning the pregnancy of Mary 
was that she had not conceived of Joseph but of the 
Holy Spirit of God. This was explained to Mary by 
the angel Gabriel as to how this would take place. 
“And behold, thou shalt conceive. in thy womb, and 
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS” 
(Luke 1:31). Then Mary asked the question in verse 
34, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” 
The angel gives the answer in the following verse. 
“And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: there-fore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee

hall be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). I believe 
this, and every person · that has made profession of 
faith in Christ believes this. Do I understand all about 
it? No. I accept it as a miracle of God; I accept it by 
faith. It is just as simple and profound as that. God 
said it and I believe it. 

The man. His name was Joseph. He knew that Mary 
had not conceived of him. This is the reason the angel 
of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of 
the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 1:20). One may read in 
the two previous verses that Joseph and Mary were 
engaged, and Mary was pregnant. 

The Baby. His name was given to Him before He was 
born: “Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall 
save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). This 
is what man, and this is what the world needed-a 
Savior. Someone has written: “The world did not need 
an advisor, even though Jesus gave proper advice; 
the world did not need a reformer, even though Je-
sus brought about some needed reforms; the world 
did not need an organizer; what the world needed 
was a Savior.” What beautiful words from the angel 
that announced, “For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
Is He your Savior? If He isn’t it is simply because you 
have not recognized Him and trusted Him as such? 
He said, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost.”

I heard this story some time ago. A young boy was 
looking out the window of his bedroom, one cold, 
winter day. Snow had fallen the night before and 
everything was covered with millions and millions of 
snowflakes. A little bird was trying to perch on the 
ledge of the window but with the snow being so deep 
it dared not. It appeared that it was trying to get inside 
the house by flying to the window and almost hitting it 
then flying away. The little boy began trying to tell the 
little bird about the barn and that it could find shelter 
and food in the barn. Of course, the bird could not 
under-stand the little boy. The father, who was a min-
ister, was sitting in the living room and hearing his 
son talking decided to investigate and find out who 
the son was talking with. The father stopped outside 
the bedroom door watching the boy trying to talk and 
gesture to the little bird. Then he heard the little boy 
say, “If I could just be a bird for a little while I could 
show you how to get to the barn.” The father paused 
for a moment and thought, “That is exactly what God 
did for man.” In order that He might show us the way 
to Heaven and how to live He entered the human 
race in the person of Jesus Christ. He came · to seek 
and save that which was lost!
 
If you have never received Him as your Savior, will 
you do it today? The Golden Text of the Bible states, 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

What a wonderful, beautiful Christmas this Christ-
mas will be if you know the Christ of Christmas.

~ Reverend Clarence Burton, 
Former MOFWB Executive Secretary (1975-1992)

GEM Magazine Editorial, December 1977
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RECEIPTS
COOP
Amity ................................ $298.00 
Bailey ............................... $674.00 
Bailey Chapel .................. $257.00 
Belton .............................. $875.86 
Bethel- Marshfield......... $1,484.70 
Black Oak ........................ $858.70 
Calvary Chapel ........... $10,375.82 
Christ Chapel ................ $2,770.00 
Copper Mines ............... $1,686.84 
Cornerstone ..................... $306.08 
Cuba ............................. $1,051.00 
De Soto 1st ................... $3,036.00 
Faith- Fair Grove ............. $418.70 
Faith Chapel ................. $1,281.90 
Farmington 1st.............. $6,989.51 
Fellowship..................... $3,915.00 
First Day ....................... $3,046.57 
Fredericktown 1st ......... $1,080.00 
Freeman Chapel ........... $1,354.00 
Good News ...................... $671.50 
Gospel Light .................... $800.00 
Grace ............................ $3,136.24 
Grace Fellowship .......... $1,000.00 
Grant Avenue ................ $1,308.75 
Hannon ......................... $1,141.69 
Hartville......................... $4,670.00 
Hopewell ....................... $1,494.00 
Houston 1st .................. $1,260.70 
Hurryville .......................... $858.00 
Koshkonong..................... $760.57 
Leadington .................... $1,545.00 
Lebanon 1st .................. $5,866.03 
Lebanon Green Hills ........ $669.10 
Liberty - Gatewood .......... $177.00 
Marshfield ........................ $671.60 
Mill Creek ......................... $746.99 
Mine La Motte .................... $31.25 
Monett 1st ........................ $815.50 
Mosaic .......................... $1,901.79 
Mountain Grove 1st ...... $2,045.79 
Mt. Pisgah..................... $1,500.00 
Myrtle ............................... $100.00 
Neosho 1st ................... $1,812.00 
Nevada ......................... $2,020.76 
New Hope ........................ $573.00 
New Life- Licking ............. $998.61 
Number One ...................... $25.00 
O’Fallon 1st .................. $4,120.83 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ... $787.40 
Oak Hill ......................... $1,755.00 
Ozark 1st .................... $10,516.76 
Ozark 1st - Heritage ........ $652.59 
Park Hills 1st................. $1,835.39 
Parkview .......................... $784.00 
Pleasant Home ................ $400.70 

Oak Hill ............................ $126.00 
Ozark 1st ......................... $465.00 
Ozark 1st - Heritage ........ $250.00 
Park Hills 1st.................... $236.50 
Pleasant Grove- Anderson  $300.00 
Pleasant Home ................ $400.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .... $70.00 
Republic........................... $255.00 
Resolve............................ $200.00 
RHP Commission .............. $87.74 
Richwoods 1st ................. $513.32 
Rock Chapel .................... $400.00 
South Fremont ................. $100.00 
Springfield 1st .................. $620.00 
Springfield 1st WAC ........ $450.00 
Stockton........................... $240.00 
Stockton Auxiliary ............ $135.00 
Stonebridge ..................... $110.00 
Thayer .......................... $2,016.00 
Trinity ............................... $225.00 
Trisa Johnson .................... $47.58 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ........... $165.00 
Union Light ...................... $700.00 
United .............................. $950.00 
Unity ................................ $490.00 
Verdella......................... $1,792.72 
Viburnum ........................... $60.00 
Waynesville 1st ................ $966.00 
West Plains 1st WNAC ...... $75.00 
Willow Springs ................. $304.94 
Wolf Creek ....................... $400.00 
Total ........................... $46,590.72 

Missouri Missions
Alden Redfield ................. $100.00 
Calvary Fellowship ....... $2,400.00 
Cuba .................................. $88.35 
De Soto 1st ...................... $365.00 
Devena Harwick .............. $242.82 
Farmington 1st................... $10.00 
Grace Fellowship ............. $250.00 
Howard Easley ................ $697.70 
Indian Creek Association . $243.20 
Judith Lemons ................... $47.58 
Loretta Minney ................... $50.00 
Mosaic .......................... $2,000.00 
Mt. Pisgah WAC ................ $40.00 
Oliver Adamson ............... $120.00 
Ozark 1st ........................... $20.00 
Ozark 1st - Heritage  ....... $200.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .... $25.00 
Republic............................. $50.00 
Restore ............................ $100.00 
RHP COMMISSION ........ $555.60 
Ryan Akers ...................... $100.00 
Scott Keith ....................... $100.00 
Thayer ............................... $50.00 
William Moore .................... $50.00 
Total ............................. $7,905.25 

North American Ministries
Bailey ............................... $100.00 
Belton .............................. $281.57 
Carrie Myers ...................... $25.00 
Copper Mines .................. $225.00 
Cuba .................................. $88.35 
De Soto 1st ...................... $645.00 
Grace ................................. $40.00 
Hartville.............................. $50.00 
Hopewell WAC .................. $50.00 
Houston 1st ..................... $100.00 
Indian Creek Association . $243.20 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $200.00 
Loretta Minney ................... $50.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ........... $70.00 
Mt. Pisgah........................ $150.00 

Neosho 1st ........................ $20.00 
New Testament .................. $20.00 
O’Fallon 1st ....................... $80.00 
Ozark 1st ......................... $300.00 
South Fremont ................. $105.00 
Stockton........................... $175.00 
Trinity ............................... $140.00 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ........... $100.00 
Union Light ...................... $170.00 
Union Light WAC ............... $50.00 
Waynesville 1st ................ $220.00 
West Plains 1st ................ $190.00 
Total ............................. $3,888.12 

International Missions
Belton .............................. $135.00 
Black Oak ........................ $700.00 
Bruce Moore .................... $160.00 
Christ Chapel ................ $1,546.00 
Copper Mines .................. $700.00 
Cuba ................................ $176.70 
De Soto 1st ...................... $690.00 
Farmington 1st................. $512.50 
Fellowship........................ $570.00 
Fredericktown 1st ............ $560.00 
Freida Hays ....................... $50.00 
Gospel Light ................. $1,030.00 
Grace ............................ $2,500.00 
Grant Avenue ..................... $40.00 
Greater Springfield Assoc  $206.00 
Hartville......................... $4,600.00 
Hopewell WAC ................ $200.00 
Houston 1st ..................... $716.00 
Indian Creek Association . $486.40 
Jones Chapel................ $2,926.47 
Jones Chapel WNAC....... $350.00 
Lebanon 1st .................. $1,993.25 
Mill Creek ......................... $200.00 
Mill Creek- Young Adult  .... $25.00 
Mosaic ............................. $260.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ...... $1,132.71 
Neosho 1st ...................... $200.00 
New Hope ........................ $200.00 
Oak Hill ......................... $1,118.00 
O’Fallon 1st .................. $2,250.00 
Ozark 1st ...................... $2,721.89 
Park Hills 1st...................... $50.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .... $50.00 
Second Free Will ............. $300.00 
South Fremont .............. $1,450.00 
Springfield 1st WAC ........ $150.00 
Stockton........................... $120.00 
Stonebridge ..................... $275.00 
Trinity ................................. $40.00 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ........... $130.00 
Union Light ...................... $150.00 
Union Light WAC ............... $50.00 
Verdella......................... $2,808.54 
Waynesville 1st ................ $450.00 
Total ........................... $34,979.46 

DESIGNATED 
ACM
Bailey ............................... $120.00 
Total ................................ $120.00 

Berea Ministries
Bailey ................................. $70.00 
Total .................................. $70.00 

Ch-TN
Bailey ............................... $200.00 
Belton ................................ $30.00 
Bruce Moore ...................... $40.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $160.00 
Grace ............................ $1,040.00 

Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $137.00 
Republic........................ $1,665.97 
Resolve............................ $200.00 
Restore ............................ $163.00 
Rock Chapel ................. $1,499.51 
Seymour ....................... $1,092.30 
Smyrna ............................ $229.00 
South Fremont .............. $1,200.00 
Springfield 1st ............... $2,012.00 
Stockton........................... $623.11 
Stonebridge .................. $2,648.65 
Thayer .......................... $3,442.00 
Trinity ............................ $1,528.39 
Union Light ...................... $332.50 
United ........................... $4,778.63 
Unity ............................. $1,240.00 
Verdella......................... $1,792.72 
Viburnum ......................... $466.00 
Victory- Alton ................ $1,792.23 
Waynesville 1st ............. $1,171.81 
West Plains 1st ............. $5,833.00 
Willow Springs .............. $1,420.19 
Wolf Creek .................... $2,206.00 
Total ........................  $138,687.23 
 
Show-Me Plan
Belton .............................. $350.00 
Black Oak ........................ $340.00 
Brent Emmerson.............. $100.00 
Bruce Moore .................... $200.00 
Calvary Chapel .................. $90.00 
Carol Dale.......................... $22.89 
Carroll Dale........................ $47.76 
Cheryl Bell ......................... $96.64 
Cleo Reeder ...................... $60.00 
Coon Creek ..................... $100.00 
Copper Mines .................. $300.00 
Cuba ................................ $235.60 
De Soto 1st ................... $1,700.00 
Devena Hardwick .............. $96.02 
Farmington 1st.............. $1,600.00 
Farmington 1st- WAC ...... $100.00 
Fellowship........................ $565.00 
First Day ....................... $1,523.28 
Frank Webster ................. $120.00 
Fredericktown 1st ............ $260.00 
Freeman Chapel ........... $3,687.50 
Gary Tune .......................... $96.64 
Gospel Light ................. $1,800.00 
Grace ............................... $940.00 
Hartville............................ $350.00 
Hopewell WAC .................. $50.00 
Howard Easley ................ $158.75 
Indian Creek Association . $243.20 
Jason Sander .................... $47.58 
Jerry Rader ........................ $60.00 
Josh Provow .................... $100.00 
Leadington ....................... $405.00 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $433.25 
Lebanon Green Hills ........ $200.73 
Mill Creek ......................... $140.00 
Mine La Motte .................. $150.00 
Mission Association .... $10,587.00 
MOFWB COOP ............ $4,208.39 
Mosaic ............................... $50.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $500.00 
Mt. Pisgah........................ $149.00 
Mt. Pisgah WAC ................ $50.00 
Mt. Zion- “Cuba” .............. $160.00 
Myrtle ............................... $200.00 
Neosho 1st ...................... $500.00 
New Hope ........................ $400.00 
New Life- Licking ............. $215.00 
Number One ...................... $60.00 
O’Fallon 1st .................. $3,239.08 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ... $560.00 

Please note: The amounts listed are for two months,   
August-September, 2022Financial  Report

COOP Disbursements
August-September, 2022
19%   MO Missions........  $26,350.57 
21.5%   Gen/Exec..........  $29,817.75 
8.5%   Youth Camp ........  $11,788.41 
2%   Youth Ministry ..........  $2,773.74 
2%   Christian Education .  $2,773.74 
2%   Retiree Ministry .......  $2,773.74 
9%   State Retirement ...  $12,481.85 
3%   Show-Me .................  $4,160.62 
33%   Nat’l Ministries .....  $40,636.33 
Randall U (.1121) .............  $5,130.46 
Total Disbursed ..........  $138,687.23 
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Hartville............................ $100.00 
Mill Creek ........................... $50.00 
Myrtle ............................... $167.35 
New Hope .......................... $50.00 
Union Light ...................... $100.00 
Unity ................................ $300.00 
West Plains 1st .............  $1,111.00 
Total ............................. $3,348.35 

Young Children’s Home
Thayer ............................... $61.00 
Total .................................. $61.00 

Getsemani CH
Stockton............................. $45.00 
Total .................................. $45.00 

Randall U
Fellowship.......................... $80.00 
Indian Creek Association . $307.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $330.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
Total ................................ $917.00 

Southeastern
Belton .............................. $100.00 
Total ................................ $100.00 

Welch College
De Soto 1st ...................... $120.00 
Farmington 1st................. $100.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $330.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
West Plains 1st ............. $1,254.00 
Total ............................. $2,004.00 

WNAC
De Sot 1st .......................... $10.00 
Stockton Auxiliary .............. $15.00 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ............. $10.00 
Union Light WAC ............... $50.00 
Total .................................. $85.00 

Youth Camp
Clifton .............................. $700.00 
Coon Creek ..................... $100.00 
Cuba ................................ $100.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $190.00 
Hannon .............................. $50.00 
Hartville............................ $100.00 
Indian Creek Assoc.......... $501.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $100.00 
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $45.00 
Myrtle ................................. $26.25 
Oak Hill ............................ $126.00 
Ozark 1st ........................... $20.00 
RHP Commission ............ $233.94 
Stockton Auxiliary .............. $45.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
Trinity ................................. $34.00 
West Plains 1st .................. $75.00 
Willow Springs ................. $100.00 
Total ............................. $2,746.19 

Youth Camp Development
Myrtle ................................. $29.00 
Verdella............................ $537.82 
Total ................................ $566.82 

Available for 
Fill-In
Cody Alley

Lebanon, MO
573-664-6945 

Rich Barker
Park Hills, MO
573-664-6947

Jack Brown
Kansas City, MO

816-267-0550

Tim Deckard
Alton, MO

706-464-5956 

Ed Fields
Cuba, MO

573-368-0746

MISSOURI WILL BE HOSTING 
THE NAFWB CONVENTION IN 
2025 IN KANSAS CITY!

In order to help cover the expense of the event, 
the MOFWB  Executive Committee is asking 

each church give a love offering of $100.00 per 
year for the next four years. If you have any 

questions or concerns feel free to contact the 
state office at 417-532-6537   stan@mofwb.org

As of October 1st we have received $7,210.00.

For more information 
on these scholarships 

and to download an 
application our 

state website.

SCHOLARSHIPS SCHOLARSHIPS 
AVAILABLEAVAILABLE

Women’s Ministry

MOFWB Scholarship
The MOFWB Executive Office offers a scholar-
ship to full-time MO FWB students attending 
FWB Colleges, including online studies. 

The MO Women’s Ministry offers a scholarship 
to female students enrolled full-time at a Free 
Will Baptist college. She must be a resident 
of Missouri & a member of a Free Will Baptist 
church.  Deadline to apply: May 15

mofwb.com/ministries/scholarships

Available Churches
First Free Will

DeSoto, MO
Contact: Rodney Garrett

636-208-6414

First Free Will
Mountain Grove, MO

Contact: Linda Matthews
417-926-5396

mtngroveffwbchurch@
gmail.com

Friendship
Branson, MO

Contact: George
Christoffersen
417-331-3997

Donnie Greenwood
Marshfield, MO

417-597-5808

Danny Hill
Springfield, MO

417-210-3699

Scott McCully
Joplin, MO

417-236-4382

David Mitchener
Ozark MO

417-840-2164

Lindell Richardson
Desloge, MO
573-366-1850

Jason Williams
Ozark, MO

417-260-7078

Pleasant Home
Mtn. Grove, MO

Contact: Shirley Reed
417-948-2365

Pleasant Ridge
Alton, MO

Contact: Glenn Booker
417-270-0994

Thayer
Thayer, MO

Contact: 
Doil Hickinbotham

417-280-1215
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Serving Missouri Free Will Baptists Since 1929

Wishing You All 
A Very Blessed 
And Wonderful 

Christmas

From The 
MOFWB State & 
Mission Offices


