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From the Historical Commission
If you, your church or association have any minutes, old 
GEMs, or other MOFWB memorabilia we would love 
to have them for our state archives.
PLEASE CONTACT: 
  Keith Garrison 417- 860-0294 
  Gary Fry 417-693-1904    
  Darrell Strain 417-331-4188

Thank You!

or
or

from the Editor, Stan Bunch

What’s the story behind this?  The question was asked in ref-
erence to an unnamed object prominently displayed in a lo-
cal church. I imagine you have seen them too, unless some-
one had the audacity to remove it “for the Christmas play,” 
with it mysteriously disappearing, never to be found again.  
The respondent, obviously embarrassed by the question, said 
something along the lines of great aunt Molly’s step neighbor’s 
cousin making the donation.  So, to keep everyone happy the 
ugly object found its home in the sanctuary.  

I’m sure several people at different times considered very 
kindly and lovingly mentioning the need to remove the ob-
ject that was so unbecoming but did not want to make waves 
or hurt feelings.  So, we tolerate it and hope that maybe next 
Christmas it might find its way into the dark hole in the ozone. 
 
The apostle Paul mentions ugly things in his second epistle to 
the Corinthians.  However, Paul wasn’t speaking of ugly ob-
jects but things that are uglier still.  In chapter 12 he mentions 
debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, 
swellings, tumults, uncleanness, fornication, and  lascivious-
ness.  Notice all the words he uses in verse 20 are in the plural, 
inferring that these could be recurring uglies within the con-
gregation.

Would someone very kindly and lovingly mention the need to 
remove those ugly attitudes and sins that were so unbecom-
ing, or would they refrain to avoid making waves or hurting 
feelings. Perhaps a leader might mention them very vaguely 
at times hoping the guilty would magically get the message.  
They/we usually don’t.  

Verse 20 in the English Standard Version states, “For I fear 
that perhaps when I come I may find you not as I wish, and 
that you may find me not as you wish.”  Paul did not want to 
find these ugly sinful actions taking place among the Corin-
thian believers and they most certainly did not want to face 
the rebuke of the apostle if that were the case.  Paul would not 
deal with these sins in an ambiguous or unclear manner.  He 
would confront the ‘uglies’ and the guilty in a loving, kind and 
compassionate, yet very direct and unmistakable manner.  

Let’s define these ugly behaviors. (Strongs & Thayer Bible Dic-
tionaries)
•	 Debates; quarreling, contention, debate, strife, variance.
•	 Envyings; indignation, jealousy, an envious and conten-

tious rivalry.
•	 Wraths; passion (as if breathing hard from anger) fierce-

ness, indignation.
•	 Strifes;  causing factions, contention or being contentious, 

strife, divisive.
•	 Backbitings; defamation, evil speaking.
•	 Whisperings; slander, to utter an untruth or attempt to de-

ceive by falsehood, lie.
•	 Swellings; arrogance, haughtiness.
•	 Tumults; instability, that is, disorder, commotion, confu-

sion.
•	 Uncleanness; impurity (the quality), physically or morally.
•	 Fornication; harlotry (including adultery and incest), figu-

ratively idolatry, sexual sin of any kind
•	 Lasciviousness; unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness, las-

civiousness, wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, 
insolence

As I read through this list, the definitions, and the implications, 
the Holy Spirit convicts me.  I have defamed and spoken evil 
of politicians and rulers.  I cannot justify my whisperings or 
backbiting with a comment like “well, it’s just the truth!”  God 
knows the evil of which I was referring and my ugly verbal ac-
tions do not edify anyone hearing and much less the politician.  
Perhaps I could pray for them rather than speak evil.  May the 
Lord continue to help me.

We desire that our church/congregation be attractive, welcom-
ing and appealing to others.  Removing some of the unattrac-
tive objects in the building might be one action we could take.  
The most effective action would be to assess ourselves and 
our congregation with the uglies that Paul mentioned.  Only 
through God’s grace and forgiveness can we put those off and 
become attractive.  



TOGETHER WE REACH OUT FURTHER!

NOTES

Adam and Rebecca Garrett – 
The church is in need of a lead 
church planter.  Ask God to 
send the man he has for this 
work.

Team Shumen – Continue to lift 
Josh Provow and his family in 
prayer.  Josh will be in Blugaria 
for a couple of weeks in Septem-
ber.  Pray for Brenton and Debbie 
Driscoll as they assume more 
leadership of the work.

Matthew and Brooke Turnbough – 
They have been in the states for 
a very short stateside visit this 
summer.  Pray for God to use 
them and the Villalba church as 
they make plans for the fall.

Ken and Judy Bailey – They Baileys 
are now fully funded and have re-
turned to Japan.  Pray for a smooth 
transition back to the field and for 
effective ministry.

Team Rolla – God continues to 
work among the internation-
als that are attending the 
church.  Praise God for those 
who have accepted Jesus 
and pray for those who are 
getting close.

Osage Beach – David and the church 
had an outreach event on July 11.  
Four people came forward to make 
decisions to follow Jesus.

Team Cape – Thank the Lord 
for Luke, a student who 
recently gave his heart to the 
Lord.  They recently had a 
BBQ with 65 in attendance.

- INTERNATIONAL -

- NORTH AMERICA -

- STATE -

Steve and Amanda 
Schmidt – There are 
10 people attending 
home meetings with 
Steve and Amanda 
each week.  Steve 

also has a discipleship group which 
meets weekly.

Donnie and Ruth McDonald – They 
were in the states for a short time 
this summer for the wedding of 
their youngest daughter, Caroline.  
They are now back in Japan.

State Women’s Ministry – This year’s 
Women’s Retreat is scheduled for 
September 17-18.  Ask God to give 
them a great and beneficial time 
together.

Potosi – The official launch service 
for the new church will be on Sunday, 
September 26.  Pray for all the out-
reach events they have planned prior to 
that date and ask the Lord to give them 
a special day with lives being changed.

Adam and Carol Duncan – They led a 
team of 21 to Ecuador back in May.  
The trip went very well and helped 
Adam and Carol to plan for their 
anticipated arrival on the field in early 
2022.

Chaplains – Major Kevin Trimble has been moved to the Nat’l 
Training Center in Ft. Irwin, CA.  He is to train and coach junior 
chaplains.  Pray for Kevin and Darla as they adjust to the desert 
and living across country from their family.  Please continue to 
pray for Captain David Dodson and family in Florida.

Cody Alley – The hospital administration has given Cody the green light to 
become more active among the hospital workers in more of a pastoral role.

Frank and Debbie Webster – The Websters are 
engaging several people in the Spruce Creek 
Community and The Villages. Continued prayer 
for this growing list of connections to build a 
core group is appreciated.   If you know of 
anyone moving to the area of central Florida 
called “The Villages”, let them know.

from the Missions Director, Steve Reeves 

Let me begin by making one of the most obvious observa-
tions of all time.  Are you ready?  “The world has changed.”  
Covid has had a huge impact on society.  I will save all the 
comments about the economy, medicine, politics, etc. for the 
talking heads on TV.  But Covid has also changed the Church.  
 
The average church in America lost from 25-50% of its at-
tendees.  Some stopped coming out of anger, some out of 
fear, and some from apathy.  Some stopped coming because 
‘they got out of the habit.’  I really don’t want to talk about the 
whys.  I want to talk about where we go from here.
 
In Mark 16:15 Jesus says, “Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to all creation.”  When Jesus gave the Great Com-
mission, I notice one thing He didn’t add.  He didn’t give an 
expiration date.  There is no except, unless, but, or instead of.  
It gives me the impression that Jesus intended for us to always 
share the Gospel no matter what is happening in the world.
 
Of all the things that have changed, one thing has not.  People 
still need Jesus.  Which means you and I still have a calling to 
go.  I know you know this but sometimes we just need to be 
reminded.
 
Perhaps there will be some good things that happen as a re-
sult of the pandemic.  Maybe we will lay aside the non-essen-

tial and the busy for the vital.  Perhaps we will stop discussing 
the trivial and start focusing on the essential.  Jesus sent us 
with the same mission as Himself…to seek and save the lost.  
 
The quickest way to revitalize a church is to get involved 
sharing the Gospel.  Does your church need some life?  Fo-
cus on lost people.  Do you want to make living for Jesus 
more meaningful?  Ask the Lord to send you to someone who 
needs Jesus.  Do you want to see people excited about coming 
to church?  Let some folks come to know Jesus and be bap-
tized and watch the excitement level grow.
 
You and I can’t save anybody.  But we can obey Jesus and be 
salt and light.  This has always been our calling and it always 
will be.  In reality this is God’s heart.  We are most like Jesus 
when we love people enough to do the hard, the uncomfort-
able and go.  The best place to start, whether it is your church 
or just you, is to pray.  If you don’t have a burden, pray.  If you 
don’t feel like it, pray.  Pray until you have the motivation to 
obey the One who loved you enough to leave His home seek-
ing for you.  
 
I don’t know what will happen next.  I don’t know what the 
future holds, but I do know what God wants us to do today 
and in the future, until He returns…“Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to all creation.”  

“The World Has Changed”
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First Day
Pastor Randy Gaddis of the First Day FWB Church in Cabool reports over 40 baptisms since January 1.  Praise God!  This is 
a church that closed down a few years ago, was restarted through the Missouri FWB Mission Board, and has now outgrown 
their facility.  The congregation has a very effective outreach program in the communities around them and are praising 
God for transformed lives.  Pastor Randy Gaddis, Brothers Dody Buttram and Johnathan McClure are pictured baptizing 
many of the converts. Many dedicated laymen are very involved in the ministries of First Day Church. 

Liberty FWB Church, Phillipsburg, is very excited to share news about our baptism service held on 
Father’s day, following our Sunday morning service. 10 were baptized! Including one that sponta-
neously wadded into the water at the end. Some were 1st time baptisms and others a 2nd baptism, 

but all were baptized to publicly declare that they have accepted and serve Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. It was an 
amazing, spiritual service that we all praise God we got to experience! 

Baptized were: Matt & Paige Lohrman, Brylyn Haney, Ashton Lohrman, Raelyn Haney, Aiden Lorman, Brenda Nutter, 
Caden Nutter, Deanna Miller, and Linda Adkins. Pastor Steven Boyd officiating, assisted by our deacon, Bro. Steve Cheatum.

Liberty 

Resolve
Laura Blackwell made a decision to rededicate 
her life to CHRIST and felt that she should be 

baptized.  Her husband, Todd, followed his wife 
in the decision to rededicate his life to CHRIST.

Tom Carson made a 
decision to follow CHRIST 
and follow in baptism.  He 
truly celebrated freedom at 

our July 4th celebration! 

Sue Hayes made a decision 
that she wanted to be immersed 

for CHRIST and through 
CHRIST she overcame her 

initial  fear of water and began 
her journey of faith and trust.  

NOTE: The Church News is continued on page 17.



What an amazing year it has been!  We 
are so grateful to have been able to 
have camp this summer.  And not only 
our camps, but the nearly 2000 camp-
ers, sponsors and adults we’ve hosted 
this camp season!

As always, God is continuing to do 
wonderful things at Camp Niangua.  
We had just over 800 camp attenders 
over our three weeks of camp.  We had 
375 at Teen Camp, with the remaining 
425 or so during our two weeks of Pre-
teen Camp.

The camp sessions were incredible.  
Marc Neppl (Restore Church; Ports-
mouth, Virginia) was our evangelist for 
the week.  During the morning sessions, 
we had seven breakout sessions, cover-
ing a range of topics from how to read 
your bible to how we can discover 
God’s will for our lives.  The morning 
chapel sessions were taught by Caleb 
Milling.  Not only was there great teach-
ing and preaching, but there was an 
amazing spirit among the campers and 
adults throughout the week that lead to 
an awesome week of teen camp.

Preteen camp picked up where teen 
camp left off.  Session One’s evange-

list was Joel Lauckner (Connect Church; 
Russellville, AR).  The students had a 
classroom session in the morning where 
they studied a portion of the Beatitudes.  
Following a short break, Mark Henry 
(Green Top Church; Kirksville, MO) deliv-
ered the morning chapel message.

Session Two continued the exciting 
camp season.  TJ Stout (Caudle FWB; 
Norwood, MO) was the evangelist for 
the week.  Session Two studied the 
same Beatitudes as Session One, with 
Ben Ryan (First FWB; West Plains, MO) 
delivering the morning chapel mes-
sages.

During our camp sessions, we rejoice 
in the six salvations, two rededications, 
one call to missionary service, seven 
specific prayer items and three reports 
of students taking steps of faith in their 
spiritual lives.  And these are just the re-
sponses that have been recorded via 
response cards.  I know of several pas-
tors, youth pastors and sponsors who 
have made comments about how the 
Holy Spirit had worked on their students, 
conversations they were able to have 
with their students and God moving in 
their cabins and conversations.

Greetings From Camp Niangua!
We’d love for you to join us for the 2022 
camp season!  Next year’s dates are:
• Teens: June 13-17
• Pre-Teens Session 1: June 27-July 1
• Pre-Teen Session 2: July 11-15

Thank you for your continued prayers 
and support!  If you would like more 
information about camp, don’t hesitate 
to reach out to one of our board mem-
bers.  We’d be happy to answer any 
questions you might have.

Andy Rains, Chairman
Dan Cottengim
Jacob Jones
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Mark Henry
Tim Hodges
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V/// YOUTH
CONFERENCE

NATIONAL YOUTH COMPETITION - July 19-20
MISSOURI FINALISTS

EXHIBITION          
Preaching  Gabriel Todd

Individual Bible Memorization 
Grade Five  
1st Place Lindsleigh Todd

Grade Six
3rd Place Joy Brittenham

Grade Eight  
1st Place Taylin McKay

Grade Nine 
1st Place Mallie Clifton
2nd Place Eliah Nisbett

Grade 10
2nd Place Gabriel Todd

Group Bible Memorization
Kindergarten
1st Place Hartville Girls

Grade Five
2nd Place Hartville Boys

Grade Six
1st Place Colton & Alexa 
2nd Place Madi & Tinley

Grade Seven
3rd Place Hartville Trio

TRUTH QUEST
Senior High 
1st Place Gabriel Todd

BIBLE TIC TAC TOE
1st Place Macedonia

VOCAL SOLO
Male Category C
1st Place Carter Garrison

Female Category D
1st Place Lily Evans

VOCAL ENSEMBLE
Category C
1st Place Wolf Creek

WOODWIND
Category B
1st Place Joy Brittenham

BOWED STRING SOLO
Category A
1st Place Miriam King

PLUCKED STRING SOLO
Category B
1st Place Morgan King

PRAISE BAND
Category C
1st Place Farm Road 1100

INDIVIDUAL DRAMA
Category A
1st Place Grace Brittenham

FABRIC ART
Category  D
1st Place Ellie Simpson

CONCEPTUAL ART
Category C
1st Place Allie Garren

INTERVIEW
Category B
1st Place Reggie Williams
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The Missouri State Association congratulates all 
the finalists of the NYC on a job well done!

SAVE THE DATE: The MOFWB Youth Ministries CTS Expo will be held April 8-9, 2022.

The denomination voted to accept two resolutions spelling 
out important doctrinal stances: 
1. A resolution defining the Free Will Baptist doctrinal stance 

regarding gender, marriage, and sexuality, including the 
commitment to: “teach and model a biblical understand-
ing of sexuality and gender in their families and churches, 
seeking to equip church members and leaders to help them 
remain faithful to this teaching.” 

2. A resolution reaffirming the denomination’s stance on rac-
ism and resolving the denomination not “root its procla-
mation, witness, and efforts toward racial equality in lan-
guage, thought forms, and understandings of justice that 
emerge from secular philosophical and sociological theo-
ry, such as critical race theory and intersectionality.” 

In addition, delegates approved a slate of recommendations 
from the General Board, including: 
•	 A recommendation to approve a 2022 denominational 

budget of $30.1 million. 
•	 A recommendation to limit denominational officers to 

two, four-year consecutive terms and commission mem-
bers to two, consecutive five-year terms. 

•	 A recommendation to integrate the Manual for Board 
Members into each national board’s operating procedures. 

•	 A recommendation to update the nominating procedures 
in the Treatise. 

•	 A recommendation from the Commission for Theologi-
cal Integrity to update the Treatise statement regarding 
marriage (Appendix to Chapter IV, Section 1).  "Scripture 
and nature also affirm that two sexes, male and female, 
distinct and complementary by divine design, undergird 
the foundation of marriage and society and that the de-
nial or alteration of one's embodied biological identity 
constitutes a repudiation of the divine intent of creation."

2021 Convention Registration on Wednesday, the National 
Association had registered 2,764 and Vertical Three had reg-
istered 2,237, for a unique total of 3,318.  

Brother Carlisle Hanna was honored for over 70 years of 
missionary service in India, the longest missionary tenure 
on record with any group.

A great deal of ministry help is available through the Na-
tional Association of Free Will Baptist Websites
nafwb.org/site/ministry-links/

For more information regarding the 
National Association of Free Will Baptists go to 

nafwb.org

The Missouri State Association was well represented during the 2021 National FWB Convention.  As you will see on the next 
page many of the students from our churches are developing and using their talents, gifts, and abilities for God's glory.  The 
voting delegates elected during our state convention in June were present during the business sessions and participated in 
several important decisions and board member elections.  
Several important decisions were approved during the business session. 



September-October, 2021 / GEM Magazine / Page 13Page 12 / GEM Magazine / September-October, 2021 

Don’t forget your Missions Madness Fundraisers

September 17-18

This year’s Speaker:
Fawn Gwartney Gibson

Women’s Ministry
                         Retreat

at the Radisson in Branson

Send the money you raise to the State Office 

earmarked “Missions Madness.”   

  

Sept. 17-18 MOFWB Women’s Ministry Retreat

 Radisson, Branson, MO

Oct. 18-20 Retiree Retreat 

 Lodge of the Ozarks, Branson, MO

All events & additional information, as it becomes available, can be found on our state website 

M O F W B  2021 Calendar

MOFWB.COM

Nov. 6 E3 Conference -  NEW LOCATION!!!!     

 First FWB, Lebanon, MO

Nov. 1 General Board Meeting

	 State	Office,	Lebanon,	MO

Retiree

The Lesters
Chuck 
Crain 

Dr. Eddie 
Moody

Board
Senior Adult

Retreat
Lodge of the Ozarks 

in Branson October 18-20

“Keeping the Faith”

Several years ago, a gentleman in the Liberal, Missouri commu-
nity was missing.  Alzheimer’s had affected his mind and like 
many who are affected by this horrible illness, he was in denial.  
Friends and neighbors were rallied, and a search was made.  
Late that night my father-in-law (Bob) found the fellow at the 
end of a seldom traveled farm equipment path.  Bob asked his 
friend, “do you know where you are?”  His answer was immedi-
ate and humorous.  “Of course, I’m right here.”  In his mind he 
was right where he needed to be, but the reality was that he was 
very lost and in potential danger if not found.

The first step in knowing how to get somewhere is to know 
where you are presently.  The same is true for congregations.  
An annual assessment of the spiritual condition of a congrega-
tion is a healthy practice to provide an idea of where we are in 
relation to where we want and need to go.

We are seeing several declines in the church.  I do not like to say 
that, but it is true.  If we have an idea about where we want to be 
as a congregation, we must take an honest and sometimes pain-
ful look at the reality of where we are.  For some congregations, 
with the promotion of one or two key people to heaven, the 
church will be facing possible closure.  Other groups are seeing 
a decline in attendance and if the proper action is taken quick-
ly, they can get on the pathway to greater vitality and growth.  
Assessing ourselves individually and as a congregation sooner 
rather than later is vitally important.  

Several options can be considered for churches that find them-
selves in the state of decline, maintenance mode, or difficulty 
hiring a pastor.

One option is to consider challenging the pastor and congrega-
tion of a local sister church to consider serving as a dual con-
gregation pastor.  Here in Missouri, we have two FWB min-
isters of whom I am aware that are fulfilling this ministry.  In 
this scenario, two or three small congregations within a feasible 
driving distance of each other might be able to stagger their ser-
vice time, hire one pastor for all three congregations and con-
tinue ministry.  Ideally, with the two or three churches combin-
ing their salaries it might be possible to afford one minister full 
time for all churches involved and who could minister to the 
entire community.  The pastor would need to be willing to do 
some driving, preach 2-3 times on Sundays and be available to 

pastor the flocks.  The congregation would need to consider the 
physical impact of such a ministry on the pastor and possibly 
adjust or change their Sunday and Wednesday evening service 
schedule.  

Another possibility is that of church mergers.  Combining two 
local congregations into one might open the door to a stronger 
outreach ministry together and a vital ministry that working 
apart could not attain.  This would require a great deal of hum-
bleness, flexibility and seeing the work of an ongoing ministry 
as much more important than personal preferences, titles, or 
power.  Someone might need to decrease like John the Baptist 
as Jesus’ ministry grew.  Doing so would require that person 
to be very mature and spiritually minded.  One who has the 
character of Diotrephes (III John) would not work well in this 
option.  On the other hand, being like Gaius would result in 
hearing “well done good and faithful servant.”  In some cases, 
repentance, forgiveness, and restitution might be necessary in 
cases of church splits, division between congregations or lead-
ership rivalry.  

Obviously, there are many questions to be answered and issues 
to be dealt with prior to deciding to merge.  What to do with 
one of the properties? Who holds what position?  What do we 
name the merged church?  Again, all of this would require a 
great deal of humility and the vision to see a continued minis-
try for the future as possibly more important than the history of 
our past.  We rejoice and praise God for our history as we cast 
a vision for the future.

Several of our FWB churches across Missouri should seriously 
consider these two or possibly more options for their future 
ministry.  Looking forward with a vision and making the nec-
essary adjustments and changes is not easy nor painless.  The 
rewards, however, are eternal.  

The Missouri State Association has developed a team of Minis-
try Coaches who are available to help local congregations work 
through these and other possibilities for ministry.  Sometimes 
an ‘outsider’ can see possibilities and potential that those of us 
in the local church might not envision.  Godly counsel, advise 
and guidance is available.  Call me at the MOFWB State Office 
if we can be of assistance to you.  

~ Stan Bunch

Church 
Mergers &

Circuit 
Riders



 

From Our Boards
Christian Education:  

Godly Men...Godly Women
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MISSION 
NORTH
AMERICAN 
OFFERING 11|28|2021

A BRAND NEW 
FUN CHALLENGE 
TO GET IN SHAPE, 

FELLOWSHIP, AND HELP 
A GREAT CAUSE.

SIGN UP TODAY!
Your Support Will Change The World

Show Me Challenge is a fun way for you to support the Show-Me Plan which supports 
missions in Missouri, North America and the world.  You can support in 1 of 2 ways:

Take the Challenge Alone or as a Team
Register at www.showmechallenge.org 

& connect with friends, family, co-workers, 
strangers, or ANYONE and ask the to pledge 

a donation for each mile you walk on 
October 9th or 16th. 

When you are done, simply plug in the 
number of miles you walked and all of those 

pledges are sent to the Show-Me Plan.

Support the Challenge
Support someone who is taking the 
challenge.  Without the support we 

are just going on a long walk.  
Pledge generously so that we can 

meet or goal! Your support will literally 
CHANGE THE WORLD in 24 hours!!!!!

Prizes will be awarded for raising funds.  Like our Facebook page at 
wwwfacebook.com/showmechallenge.  General donations can be made on our website. 

www.showmechallenge.org 

One thing culture is absolutely great at is debasing the things 
of God. And in this culture, one such affront to the gospel 
is God’s idea of sex/gender. Few topics invite as much con-
troversy as this. And if you even try to bring up the Bible in 
that conversation, you will likely be branded as a bigot and a 
sexist.

God designed men and women to be distinctly different... but 
not different in a way that elevates the importance of one over 
the other... He made genders different in a way that perfectly 
compliments one another, and in a way that images God. 
Make no mistake about it, our culture is blurring the line be-
tween the distinction that God created... leaving us with dra-
matic shifts in what is expected and accepted of both men 
and women.

As the people of God, what should we do then?

1. Collectively... We start at the foundation. Cultural prefer-
ences and opinions do not determine what parts of the God’s 
Word we submit to. Rather, we submit our preferences and 
opinions to the God’s Word. We start at the Word of God... 
and God’s Word has PLENTY to say about being a godly 
man, or being a godly woman.

While the Bible may not give us a single chapter that concisely 
defines a godly man, there are plenty of passages collectively 
that tell us what a godly man is. Words such as responsibil-
ity, strength, bravery, courage, integrity, skillful, repentant 

could be used to summarize how the Bible defines a godly man. 
For women, it’s a bit more clear cut. Passages such as Titus 2 & 
Proverbs 31 (which are typically only read during Mother’s Day) 
lay out a beautiful foundation for who a godly woman is.

2. Individually... We inform our families. Fathers... Teach your 
sons how to be men, both by word and by example. Mothers... 
Teach your daughters how to be ladies, both by word and by ex-
ample. If you leave it up to culture, they will grow up in confusion. 
If you’re a single parent raising a child of the opposite sex, you 
also have that responsibility to instruct. Plenty of godly men have 
been raised by single moms, as well as godly ladies from single 
dads. You can enlist the help of a godly role model at your church 
as well!

3. As a church... Start & promote a Men’s/Women’s Ministry. Not 
the type of ministry where men or women just get together and 
drink coffee... might I suggest something more functional. We 
need ministries where men & women can be authentic with one 
another about their struggles. We need ministries that cross the 
boundaries of age... where godly men of wisdom train younger 
men how to respect women, to work, to lead, to serve, and practice 
self-control. We need ministries that sees girls and young women 
learn from women of virtue in the church, like Paul instructs in 
Titus 2.

The decline of godly men and women is real... even in our church-
es. It affects our marriages, and our children. We as the church 
need to wake up! Unless we make some pretty significant changes 
and get back to the biblical foundation, this decline will continue. 
Talk to your pastor today about being involved in a healthy Men’s/
Women’s Ministry!

~ Joshua Kennon, CE Board Member
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The National Free Will Baptist Foundation awarded 
Camp Niangua a grant in the amount of $9,590.00 for 
needed renovations to the camp facility.  Thank you to 
the FWB Foundation. 

Every time you purchase Randall House Literature for 
your groups the Missouri State Association receives a 10% 
commission on the sale.  The commission is disbursed to 
the Lord’s work through MOFWB state ministries.  Thank 
you for purchasing Randall House Literature and to Ran-
dall House for the commission.  This is the most recent 
quarterly check we have received. 

Jason Roberts, pastor of the Faith Chapel Church in West 
Plains reports 11 baptisms in the last few weeks.  Praise 
God and congratulations.

Congratulations to Luke and Mady Feeney on their new 
addition to the family. Baby girl, Ellie was born July 21st. 
Luke is the student pastor at First FWB Church in Lebanon. 

Save a stamp!  Your GEM Magazine subscription can be 
paid online at MOFWB.COM/ONLINE-GIVING

International Missions launched a 
redesigned website during the 2021 
National Convention. You will find a 

map of where missionaries and partners are serving, a list 
of missionaries that are currently stateside, and how you 
can give to mission accounts plus more updates.
Go to  iminc.org.

A recent report on the State of the Bible by the Barna 
Group revealed that “as of January 2021, the proportion 
of American adults who never use the Bible has fallen to 
just 29 percent.”

That means that more U.S. adults are studying the Word 
of God today on their own than they have been in recent 
history.

Camp Niangua - Preteen offering totaled $1,877.56 .  The 
offiering was given to International Missionaries Adam 
and Carol Duncan. The Duncans are going to Ecuador.

MISSOURI WILL BE HOST-
ING THE NATIONAL FWB  
CONVENTION IN 2025.... 
In order to help cover the ex-
pense of the event, the MOFWB  
Executive Committee is asking 

each church give a love offering of $100.00 per year 
for the next four years. If you have any questions or 
concerns feel free to contact the state office at 417-
532-6537 or toll free at 1-866-532-6537. 
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Regardless of where you fall on the intro-
vert/extrovert scale, regardless of your 
role in the church and regardless of how 
much you think your pastor likes you or 
doesn’t like you, you can and should ap-
preciate your pastor. 

We can easily and far too often take our 
pastors for granted. It can be easy for us 
to criticize them on how good of a job 
they did on their sermon, saying things 
like:

“I wasn’t a big fan of their sermon today.”

“I didn’t really connect with their sermon.”

“I think they could have done a better job 
preparing or delivering their message.”

We far too often forget that they are hu-
man, and have a life, family and other re-
sponsibilities they have throughout the 
week. We can easily think that a pastor 
is just there to serve us and deliver a ser-
mon that we want to hear and if either of 
these doesn’t go the way we want it to, we 
forget that our pastor also is pastoring an 
entire congregation.  If we are not care-
ful, we can fall victim to the spirit of en-
titlement where it becomes all about us.

Now, while this isn’t always the case and 
it may not be this extreme, it is something 
we all need to keep in consideration and 
remember that even if one person’s life 
is changed by the pastor’s message, then 
isn’t that what it’s all about?

Before we go any further, let’s look at 
how Pastor Appreciation Day started…

The History Of 
Pastor Appreciation Day

Pastor Appreciation Day started as 
“Clergy Appreciation Day”, the idea of 
showing appreciation for your Clergy, 
Pastors, or Leaders is very Biblical and 
can be traced all the way back to Paul’s 
new testament letters. Paul mentions this 
idea in a number of different letters that 

he writes to the various churches. Paul 
says this in his first letter to Timothy,

“Let the elders who rule well be consid-
ered worthy of double honor, especially 
those who labor in preaching and teach-
ing.” 1 Timothy 5:17 (English Standard 
Version). 

Paul highlights the fact that our pastors 
be considered worthy of double honor 
for assuming this role in His church 
and do it well. But, typically with double 
honor, you can expect double stress, this 
is why we need to make an even greater 
effort to celebrate and encourage those 
in leadership.

Clergy Appreciation Day/Pastors Ap-
preciation Day was not commercialized 
until the early 1990’s. The charge was led 
by Hallmark Cards in 1992, and then Fo-
cus On The Family in 1994. They made 
it a point to remind congregations to 
make the month of October special for 
their pastor. Now with the growth of me-
dia and technology, the idea that sprang 
from Paul has now evolved and diffused 
into even more congregations around 
the world.

Why Pastor Appreciation Is 
So Important

Obey your leaders and do what they 
say. They are watching over you, and 
they must answer to God. So don’t make 
them sad as they do their work. Make 
them happy. Otherwise, they won’t be 
able to help you at all. Hebrews 13:17 
(Contemporary English Version)

Your leaders are entrusted to watch over 
the entire congregation, small group, 
family group, etc. This can be a very over-
whelming task and one that can lead to a 
lot of stress, late nights, and coffee. Lead-
ers have a tendency to serve whether it 
is within their ministry or outside of the 
church walls, they simply love to serve 
and meet the needs of others. Whether it 

be time, money, meals, encouragement, 
leaders love to lend a hand. It is impor-
tant to notice everything that your pas-
tor does for the congregation but what 
most people don’t realize is that they are 
not given back to very often.

They easily slip through the cracks and 
we assume that they are doing fine and 
they are getting their needs met. If eve-
ryone had this mentality then no one 
would be giving back to their pastor.

That is why this time of year is most 
important. We should all appreciate or 
learn to appreciate our pastors or lead-
ers and encourage them as much as they 
encourage each of us. Remember, your 
congregation out numbers leadership. 
Imagine if everyone did their part and 
served consistently. At the end of the 
day, your pastor is still a part of the body 
of Christ just like us and they should be 
treated in the same way we treat our oth-
er brothers and sisters. 

This is the one time during the year 
where we are reminded to consider our 
pastor, think specifically about their 
needs and how you can personally or 
as a congregation encourage them and 
their family. 

How To Celebrate 
Pastor Appreciation

Gifts are a great way to show your ap-
preciation. Gifts come in many differ-
ent shapes and have a range of prices on 
their tag. On one end, you can provide 
them with a simple card with encourag-
ing words or Bible verses in them. You 
can be traditional and call them. You 
could go big and treat your Pastor and 
their family to a collaborative gift that 
multiple people volunteer to pitch in to 
buy or get for them. Get creative and put 
some thought into something that they 
will truly enjoy and be encouraged by.

~ Samantha Decker 
Clover Sites

Appreciation

Lebanon 1st
On August 1st Student Pastor Luke Feeney had 
the honor of baptising Lucas Johnston during 
the morning service.  

The following Sunday, August 8th,  the church 
had the privilege of witnessing the baptisms of 
siblings Jaylee and  Jackson Hagood.

Continued from page 7
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RECEIPTS
COOP
Alton ................................ $200.00 
Amity ................................ $224.30 
Bailey ............................ $1,346.00 
Bailey Chapel .................. $309.00 
Beacon ......................... $1,700.00 
Belton ........................... $1,055.65 
Bethe- El Dorado Springs  $534.60 
Bethel- Marshfield......... $1,504.80 
Black Oak ........................ $833.70 
Byrd ................................. $694.30 
Calvary Chapel ............. $2,842.62 
Calvary Fellowship ....... $7,831.92 
Christ Chapel ................ $3,049.00 
Clifton Sunday School ....... $30.20 
Copper Mines ............... $2,596.20 
Cornerstone ..................... $336.51 
Cuba ............................. $1,201.00 
De Soto 1st ................... $4,710.00 
Faith- Fair Grove ............. $620.70 
Faith Chapel ................. $1,236.19 
Farmington 1st.............. $7,698.61 
Fellowship..................... $3,915.00 
First Day ....................... $2,438.32 
Fredericktown 1st ......... $1,255.00 
Freeman Chapel ........... $1,760.00 
Generations .................. $2,428.13 
Good News ...................... $611.40 
Gospel Light .................... $800.00 
Grace ............................ $3,113.72 
Grace Pointe.................... $500.00 
Grant Avenue ................ $1,379.65 
Hannon ......................... $2,357.00 
Happy Home.................... $424.80 
Hazel Creek .................. $2,759.04 
Hopewell ....................... $2,499.00 
Houston 1st .................. $1,043.60 
Hurryville .......................... $675.00 
Kings Way ....................... $400.00 
Koshkonong..................... $374.60 
Leadington .................... $1,418.00 
Lebanon 1st .................. $4,810.65 
Lebanon Green Hills ..... $1,084.20 
Liberty - Gatewood .......... $221.00 
LifePoint........................... $200.00 
Mill Creek ...................... $1,130.90 
Mine La Motte .................... $87.05 
Monett 1st ........................ $756.40 
Mosaic .............................  $811.11 
Mountain Grove 1st ...... $4,873.72 
Mt. Pisgah........................ $930.00 
Neosho 1st ................... $1,278.00 
Nevada ......................... $1,499.66 
New Home- Lebanon.... $1,554.00 

Leadington ....................... $555.00 
Lebanon 1st .................. $1,098.35 
Lebanon Green Hills ........ $325.26 
LifePoint........................... $200.00 
Macedonia - Purdy ..... $23,000.00 
Mill Creek ......................... $210.00 
Mine La Motte .................. $300.00 
MOFWB COOP ............ $5,693.05 
Mosaic ............................... $50.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $775.00 
Mt. Pisgah........................ $305.66 
Mt. Pisgah WAC ................ $25.00 
Mt. Zion- “Cuba” .............. $160.00 
Myrtle ............................... $594.99 
Neosho 1st ...................... $500.00 
New Hope ........................ $400.00 
New Life- Licking ............... $91.00 
Number One .................... $180.00 
O’Fallon 1st ................ $19,293.64 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ... $205.00 
Oak Hill .............................. $80.00 
Ozark 1st ...................... $1,605.00 
Ozark 1st - Heritage  ....... $300.00 
Park Hills 1st.................... $230.50 
Pleasant Home ................ $400.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $140.00 
Porter Chapel ............... $3,672.50 
Purdy 1st ......................... $825.00 
Rejoice............................... $30.00 
Republic........................... $130.00 
Resolve............................ $200.00 
Richwoods 1st ................. $468.75 
Rock Chapel .................... $400.00 
Rodney Bunton ................ $900.00 
Ruth Richardson ................ $50.00 
South Fremont ................... $60.00 
Southeast Association ..... $120.00 
Springfield 1st .................. $600.00 
Springfield 1st WAC ........ $450.00 
Stockton........................... $160.00 
Stockton Auxiliary .............. $90.00 
Stonebridge ..................... $350.00 
Thayer .......................... $2,035.00 
Trinity ............................... $210.00 
Trisa Johnson .................... $47.94 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ........... $110.00 
Union ................................. $45.00 
Union Light ...................... $700.00 
United .............................. $950.00 
Unity ................................ $490.00 
Verdella......................... $1,858.34 
Viburnum ........................... $90.00 
Victory- KC ...................... $432.90 
Virginia Bunton ................ $600.00 
Waynesville 1st ............. $1,521.84 
West Plains 1st WNAC ...... $75.00 
Willow Springs ................. $254.72 
Wolf Creek ....................... $400.00 
Total ........................... $87,231.79 
 
Missouri Missions
Alden Redfield ................... $75.00 
Calvary Fellowship ....... $2,000.00 
Cuba .................................. $81.75 
De Soto 1st ...................... $620.00 
Farmington 1st................... $10.00 
Judith Lemons ................... $47.94 
Loretta Minney ................... $50.00 
Mosaic ............................. $400.00 
Oliver Adamson ............... $120.00 
Ozark 1st ........................... $20.00 
Ozark 1st - Heritage  ....... $200.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .... $50.00 

Republic............................. $50.00 
Ryan Akers ...................... $100.00 
Scott Keith ....................... $100.00 
Thayer ............................... $25.00 
William Moore .................... $50.00 
Total ............................. $3,999.69 

North American Ministries
Bailey ............................... $200.00 
Belton .............................. $336.55 
Copper Mines .................. $225.00 
Cuba .................................. $81.75 
De Soto 1st ...................... $980.00 
Farmington 1st................... $25.00 
Grace ................................. $40.00 
Houston 1st ..................... $100.00 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $711.00 
Loretta Minney ................... $50.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ........... $55.00 
Neosho 1st ........................ $10.00 
New Testament .................. $60.00 
O’Fallon 1st ....................... $80.00 
Ozark 1st ......................... $300.00 
South Fremont ................... $90.00 
Southeast Association ....... $90.00 
Stockton............................. $60.00 
Trinity ............................... $100.00 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ............. $20.00 
Union Light ...................... $170.00 
Union Light WAC ............... $50.00 
Waynesville 1st ................ $405.00 
West Plains 1st ................ $405.00 
Total ............................. $4,644.30 

International Missions
Beacon .............................. $30.00 
Bruce Moore .................... $160.00 
Cheryl Bell ......................... $18.84 
Christ Chapel ................... $120.00 
Copper Mines .................. $750.00 
Cuba ................................ $163.50 
De Soto 1st ...................... $855.00 
Farmington 1st................... $50.00 
Fellowship........................ $580.00 
Fredericktown 1st ............ $480.00 
Freida Hays ....................... $50.00 
Generations ..................... $321.00 
Gospel Light ................. $1,000.00 
Gospel Light Sunday School ......... 
$225.00 
Grace ............................... $620.00 
Grant Avenue ..................... $40.00 
Hazel Creek ..................... $100.32 
Hopewell WAC ................ $200.00 
Houston 1st ..................... $959.00 
Jones Chapel................... $750.00 
Jones Chapel WNAC....... $150.00 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $730.00 
Lebanon Green Hills .......... $50.00 
MO Youth Camp ........... $3,585.50 
Mosaic ............................. $240.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ...... $3,725.00 
New Hope ........................ $200.00 
Oak Hill ............................ $100.00 
O’Fallon 1st ....................... $25.00 
Ozark 1st ...................... $1,957.53 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $100.00 
Rejoice.......................... $1,075.00 
Second Free Will ............. $300.00 
South Fremont ................... $30.00 
Southeast Association ....... $90.00 
Springfield 1st WAC ........ $150.00 
Stockton............................. $80.00 
Stonebridge ..................... $340.00 

New Hope ........................ $645.00 
New Life- Licking ............. $863.19 
Number One ...................... $75.00 
O’Fallon 1st ................ $35,049.43 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ... $586.63 
Oak Hill ......................... $1,185.00 
One Accord ...................... $991.20 
Ozark 1st ...................... $8,840.80 
Ozark 1st - Heritage  ....... $688.90 
Park Hills 1st................. $1,475.51 
Parkview .......................... $988.00 
Pleasant Home ................ $512.30 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $376.00 
Purdy 1st ...................... $2,000.00 
Rejoice.......................... $1,884.62 
Republic........................ $1,353.30 
Resolve............................ $200.00 
Restore ............................ $305.00 
Richwoods 1st ................. $996.00 
Rock Chapel ................. $1,304.78 
Safe Harbor ..................... $150.00 
Smyrna ............................ $187.00 
South Fremont ................. $590.00 
Springfield 1st ............... $1,815.00 
Stockton........................... $441.30 
Stonebridge .................. $2,841.13 
Thayer .......................... $4,688.00 
Trinity ............................ $1,602.40 
Twin Oak....................... $2,676.14 
Union ................................. $60.00 
Union Light ...................... $331.00 
United ........................... $4,379.51 
Unity ............................. $1,030.00 
Verdella......................... $1,858.34 
Viburnum ......................... $776.00 
Victory- Alton ................ $1,590.45 
Victory- KC ................... $1,439.51 
Waynesville 1st ............. $3,718.00 
West Plains 1st ............. $6,077.00 
Willow Springs .............. $1,053.13 
Wolf Creek .................... $2,200.00 
Total ........................  $189,768.82 
 
Show-Me Plan
Beacon ............................ $250.00 
Belton .............................. $350.00 
Black Oak ........................ $360.00 
Brent Emmerson.............. $100.00 
Bruce Moore .................... $200.00 
Byrd ................................... $50.00 
Calvary Chapel .................. $90.00 
Charles Rodgers.............. $200.00 
Cheryl Bell ....................... $106.07 
Cleo Reeder ...................... $60.00 
Coon Creek ..................... $225.00 
Copper Mines .................. $300.00 
Cuba ................................ $218.00 
De Soto 1st ................... $1,795.00 
Doyle Van Genderen ....... $160.00 
Farmington 1st.............. $1,065.00 
Farmington 1st- WAC ...... $100.00 
Fellowship........................ $479.70 
Fredericktown 1st ............ $260.00 
Freeman Chapel ........... $2,160.00 
Gary Tune .......................... $96.64 
Generations ..................... $320.00 
Gospel Light ................. $1,800.00 
Grace ............................ $1,024.00 
Happy Hill ........................ $180.00 
Hopewell WAC .................. $50.00 
Jason Sander .................... $47.94 
Jerry Rader ........................ $40.00 
Josh Provow .................... $100.00 

Please note: The amounts listed are for two months,   
June-July, 2021Financial  Report

COOP Disbursements
June-July, 2021
19%   MO Missions........  $36,056.08 
21.5%   Gen/Exec..........  $40,800.30 
8.5%   Youth Camp ........  $16,130.35 
2%   Youth Ministries .......  $3,795.38 
2%   Christian Education .  $3,795.38 
2%   Senior Adult Min ......  $3,795.38 
9%   State Retirement ...  $17,079.19 
3%   Show-Me .................  $5,693.06 
33%  Nat’l Ministries ......  $55,603.59 
Randall U (.1121) .............  $7,020.12 
Total Disbursed ..........  $189,768.82 

Available for 
Fill-In

Cody Alley
Lebanon, MO
573-664-6945 

Howard Anderson
Norwood, MO
417-926-1514

Jack Brown
Kansas City, MO

816-267-0550

Larry Bodine
De Soto, MO

573-218-2398  or 
573-358-0411

Ed Fields
Cuba, MO

573-368-0746

Josh Haney
Seymour, MO
417-840-1061

Scott McCully
Joplin, MO

417-236-438

David Mitchener
Ozark MO

417-840-2164

Gary Parker
Desloge, MO
314-740-4444

Lindell Richardson
Desloge, MO
573-366-1850

Carl Short
Blue Springs, MO

816-509-5568

Thayer .......................... $1,278.00 
Trinity ................................. $40.00 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ............. $70.00 
Union Light ...................... $150.00 
Union Light WAC ............... $50.00 
Verdella......................... $1,175.00 
Victory- KC ................... $1,145.96 
Waynesville 1st ................ $890.00 
Total ........................... $25,199.65

DESIGNATED
ACM
Bailey ................................. $50.00 
Total .................................. $50.00 

Berea Ministries
Bailey ............................... $140.00 
Southeast Association ....... $45.00 
Total ................................ $185.00 

Ch-TN
Bailey ............................... $100.00 
Belton ................................ $80.00 
Bruce Moore ...................... $40.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $160.00 
Grace ............................ $1,040.00 
Myrtle ............................... $294.99 
Thayer ............................. $560.00 
Union Light ...................... $174.26 
Unity ................................ $300.00 
Waynesville 1st ............. $1,000.00 
Total ............................. $3,749.25 

Fermin Sanchez
Stockton............................. $50.00 
Total .................................. $50.00 

Florence Crittenton Home ..........
Thayer ............................. $165.00 
Total ................................ $165.00 

Getsemani CH
Stockton............................. $30.00 
Total .................................. $30.00 

Issachar Center
Verdella............................ $371.67 
Total ................................ $371.67 

Maggie House ..............................
West Plains 1st ................ $207.00 
Total ................................ $207.00 

Available 
Churches

Leadington
Leadington, MO

Contact: Vernon Wilfong
573-760-6755

Lebanon Greenhills
Lebanon, MO

Contact: David Chastain
417-532-6282

New Life
Licking, MO

Contact: Warren Livingston
573-674-3440

Pleasant Home
Mtn. Grove, MO

Contact: Shirley Reed
417-948-2365

Pleasant Ridge
Alton, MO

Contact: Glenn Booker
417-270-0994

Rock Chapel
Norwood, MO

Contact: Shelby Moore
417-746-4751
417-464-0038

Victory
Kansas City, MO

Contact: Brett Johnson
816-582-4070

Darrell Vinson
816-454-2066

MOFWB.COM

Rainbow Ministries
Mountain Grove 1st   ......... $60.00 
Total .................................. $60.00

Randall U
Beacon .............................. $40.00 
Fellowship........................ $100.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $495.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
Total ................................ $835.00 

Welch College
Beacon .............................. $40.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $120.00 
Farmington 1st................. $200.00 
Grace ............................... $995.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $495.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
Total ............................. $2,050.00 

WNAC
Mt. Pisgah WAC ................ $26.67 
Stockton Auxiliary .............. $10.00 
Union Light WAC ............. $100.00 
Total ................................ $136.67 

Youth Camp
Coon Creek ..................... $225.00 
Cuba ................................ $100.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $160.00 
Grace ............................... $100.00 
Hannon .............................. $50.00 
Lingo ................................ $500.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $150.00 
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $30.00 
Mt. Pisgah WAC .................. $6.67 
Myrtle ................................. $94.63 
Oak Hill .............................. $40.00 
Ozark 1st ........................... $20.00 
Stockton Auxiliary .............. $30.00 
Thayer .......................... $1,900.00 
Trinity ................................. $30.00 
Union ................................. $30.00 
West Plains 1st ............. $1,240.00 
Willow Springs ................. $100.00 
Total ............................. $4,806.30 

Youth Camp Develpment
Oak Hill .............................. $40.00 
Verdella............................ $557.50 
Total ................................ $597.50 

MOMISSIONS.COM

CAMPNIANGUA.COM

STATE

- WEBSITES -

NOTE: In July MOFWB saw a RECORD COOP GIVING of $106,483.07. Thank you and praise be to God!



Missouri State Association 
of Free Will Baptists
202 West Commercial
PO Box 991
Lebanon, MO  65536

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #380
Nashville, TN

Serving Missouri Free Will Baptists Since 1929

NEW! Baptism: For Kids and Parents
Baptism is an important next step for a child who has 
accepted Christ as his or her Savior. This booklet pro-
vides a simple yet thorough explanation of how to 
know if your child is ready for baptism. It also provides 
simple steps to follow and practical questions to ask 
as you gauge your child’s understanding of faith and 
baptism.

Features:
• Simple steps to walk a child and his or her  family 
  through the preparation for baptism
• Full of Scripture to ensure better understanding of 
  Jesus and baptism 
• Fun activities for parents & children to enjoy together

Steve & Katie Greenwood are the parents of 
three daughters: Abby, Ally, and Andie. They 
live in Nashville, Tennessee. After serving as 
the children’s pastor at The Donelson Fellow-
ship in Nashville for 13 years, Steve and Katie 
launched Stronger Family Ministries. Steve 
received his undergraduate degree in Bible 
and Christian Education from Welch College.

Jacob & Lynsey Riggs are the parents of two 
daughters: Caroline and Meredith. Jacob is 
pastor of Central Oaks Community Church in 
Royal Oak, Michigan. Pastor Jacob received 
his undergraduate degree in Bible and Music 
from Welch College and his Master of Divinity 
in Christian Ministry from The Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary.


