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Here’s the challenge:
From Aug. 1, 2020 - Sept. 1, 2021 we 
challenge your ladies’ group to col-

lect as much money as you can for the 
Show Me Plan!  

Send your offerings to the State Office 
as your group hosts your fundraisers. 
We will keep track of all the offerings.  
The women’s group who has sent the 
most by the first of September ‘21 will 
be recognized at next year’s retreat! 
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from the Editor, Stan Bunch

As of September 21, 2020 there are near-
ly 1 million deaths worldwide attributed 
to the COVID-19 virus.  In the USA we 
have seen over 200,000 deaths with close 
to 2000 of those deaths in Missouri.  The 
Missouri State Association expresses 
our deepest condolences to any of our 
readers who have suffered the loss of a 
loved one due to this disease.  

In conversations with brothers and sis-
ters in other countries I have learned 
that some of their countries have expe-
rienced a similar or more serious im-
pact from the illness, shutdowns, and 
business closings.  Again, COVID-19 is 
a worldwide pandemic, which for our 
consideration in this article is having an 
impact upon the worldwide church.  

In the beginning of the present crisis 
we worked extremely hard to provide 
many useful, virtual & online ministry 
resources for our pastors.  Many pastors 
took advantage of the options available 
to them and ministered to their congre-
gations, mostly over the internet.  Some 
met as they always had.  Some did not 
meet at all, with members watching in-
ternet or TV services of other pastors 
and churches.  Where permitted and 
possible, parking lot services were held.  
Some made video recordings and dis-
tributed them on DVDs.  I am sure that 
100% of the pastors called the members 
of their church, or tried.  

The last six months have been difficult 
for pastors.  Many are discouraged, con-
fused, and frustrated, and rightfully so.  
Most churches have seen a decrease of 
at least 20% in attendance as we slowly 
move back to regular public worship 
gatherings.  For some reason, it is easy 
for a pastor to take the decrease per-
sonally, as if it were his fault. It is not, 
and the godly church member will let 

him and his wife know it. The pastor is 
no more responsible for the attendance 
drop during the COVID-19 pandemic 
any more than you or I. 

A few weeks ago I was talking to the 
member of a local FWB church.  We 
were at the place of business where the 
person works every day.  He mentioned 
(while not wearing a mask or maintain-
ing the 6’ distance) that he has not been 
to church since the shut-downs, nor 
did he plan to attend due to the close-
ness, handshaking, (although he shook 
mine) and then he stated, “I’m just not 
into all that close up hugging stuff.”  Yet, 

the same person attends work every day 
with hundreds of people coming and 
going.  He and his family go on out-
ings where there are dozens and dozens 
of people milling around.  I recently 
saw him helping at a community social 
event.  Yet, it is too risky to attend wor-
ship with other believers.  That is self-
deception being played out.  Shame on 
us if we live and shop as normal while 
using the pandemic as a covert excuse 
for our unfaithfulness in attending wor-
ship with other believers.

COVID VIRUS or COVERT EXCUSE

We should not judge anyone’s motives, 
nor question their faith.  I am question-
ing the reasoning behind their decisions 
and perhaps their level of commitment.  
Why question those?

There are many such as “COVID ex-
posed” health workers, those who have 
a compromised immunity system, the 
elderly, or those recuperating from an 
illness, who are justified and should not 
attend public worship.  The thoughtful 
deacons and pastor will call them, visit 
with them and offer to provide com-
munion to them at their home.  

When we started the internet/virtual 
church services we knew that some 
would become accustomed to staying 
at home on Sundays or involve them-
selves in other activities.  Some would 
use the COVID-19 virus as a very con-
venient excuse to stay away from wor-
ship attendance.  Again, these are folks 
who frequent flea markets, convenience 
stores, sporting events and other places 
where they are possibly experiencing 
more exposure to the virus than they 
would at a worship service.  

My question is this, in some cases is the 
real reason that the estimated 20% -40% 
of congregants who have not returned 
to regular attendance the COVID virus? 
Or, is the COVID virus a COVERT EX-
CUSE for a lack of commitment and/
or an attraction to priorities of much 
lesser importance? Again, we should not  
judge motives but we can ask questions 
in order to stimulate reflection and con-
viction.  May God help us to not allow 
the COVID virus to become a COVERT 
EXCUSE.

I encourage you to read the related 
article by Thom Ranier on page 9.

~SB



Page 4 / GEM Magazine / November-December, 2020 

from the Missions Director, Frank Webster

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” 
Boy, I like this verse!  In a time in which we are all talking 
about “new norms” and comparing “pre” to “post” Covid in 
everything from groceries to house shingles, there’s com-
fort in this little verse.  I think we all should post this state-
ment on our bathroom mirrors to remind us that even in 
the midst of  many months of  continual dramatic changes, 
there is a constant to rely on. Maybe we should write it on 
public bathroom mirrors!  Well, that would be promoting 
graffiti so I shouldn’t write that. Just forget it.   

But think about it.  Over many millennia there is no change 
of  personality or decision making.  It’s always the same 
standard. Right and wrong stays the same, right and 
wrong.  Love doesn’t change its standard from one group 
to another or from one person to another.  Expectations 
stay the same from generation to generation regardless 
of  technological or educational advancements in any area.  
Amazing!

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”  
To most this is a familiar quote from the book of  Hebrews 
that you nod your head to in agreement but then soon go 
on to the next subject.  However, to those who step out in 
faith, it’s a rock to build on.  

Let me give you a few examples of  what I mean by that.  

The Provow Family left Missouri and Texas to go to a place 
in which they don’t know the language or the people.  
Three years later, because the Lord doesn’t change, we 
find that He still opens doors that previously were closed 
for decades.  

The State Mission Board targeted Rolla to include inter-
national outreach as a primary function.  At that point we 
didn’t have a leader nor any connections for that target 
group. Yet today, because He has always burdened couples 
for a ministry that isn’t all planned out for them, we have 
a list of  countries represented in that congregation now. 

We recently engaged a bi-vocational brother in small Po-
tosi. Pastor Rob has never done radio, but the Lord gives 
him a surprise radio station gig three times a week that 
opens the gates to several hearts in that community.  Our 
unchanging Lord has always done that with those He uses.  

Blue Springs, Cabool, Osage Beach, Cape, Erie,  Albuquer-
que, Greensburg, Shumen, Tokyo, Ivory Coast, India, the 
list goes on and on from past to present testifying that our 
Lord has always been faithful and always will be.   

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”   
Take comfort in this fellow Christian.  For His love never 
changes.  

Cody Alley, Endorsed Hospital Chaplain.  Rev Cody is working as Lead 
Chaplain at the Lebanon Mercy Hospital and is constantly spiritually 
encouraging hospital staff, hospital administration, as well as, the 
patients he is able to visit with the restrictions that are in place.  He 
is making a big difference in several lives he comes in contact with.

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever."  

A Comforting Little Verse 
- 
ST

AT
E
 -



TOGETHER WE REACH OUT FURTHER!

NOTES

Adam & Rebecca Garrett in 
Champaign, IL  report get-
ting back into the face to 
face swing again.  It’s a slow 
recovery for them so please 
pray for the effort there.   

Darin & Joy Alvis, Erie – The Alvis 
Family is no longer on mission status.  
We greatly appreciate their years 
of work in the Erie PA community in 
their engaging people in worship of 
the one true God and making disci-
ples after Jesus Christ!    

Team Shumen; Josh & Lydia 
Provow/ Brenton & Debbie Driscoll  
We have a team of four hoping 
to be able to help with Operation 
Christmas Child in late Decem-
ber.  Pray that Bulgaria will allow 

Americans in before then.

Matthew & Brooke 
Turnbough report that 
a resurgence of covid in 
Villalba, Spain has caused 
them to shut down again 
and go back to video and 

phone connections.    

Ken & Judy Bailey are 
staying in Rolla while 
on stateside assign-
ment this term and 

would love to visit your 
church sometime 

between now and the 
end of June.  Contact 
Judy on Messenger.  

Team Rolla; Chapman/
Thebeau  is realizing a 
boost in attendance and 
participation.  This increase 
from both students and 
residents of Rolla has 
them doing some facility 
planning to accommodate 
the growth. 

David & Kathy Beltz have had a busy 
Fall season in the Osage Beach area.  
They are asking you to pray for siz-
able donations to lower, or eliminate, 
their property debt.  If that was ac-
complished, they would come off of 
Mission Status. 

Team Cape; Cromer/Paxton, 
Cape Girardeau is still down 
in attendance and have lost a 
few families since the March 
shutdown. However, they are 
now starting to see some 
pre-pandemic return. 

- INTERNATIONAL -

- NORTH AMERICA -

- STATE -

Captain David Dodson (Army Chaplain)  
Major Kevin Trimble (Army Chaplain) 
both of our Military Chaplains that 

have ties to MO FWB are 
very busy engaging with 
our men and women in 
uniform.  You should be 
proud of these men and 
their families!

Steve & Amanda Schmidt due 
to the climate of fear in the 
ABQ community the effort 
there is in a “start over” mode.  
Pray for the Holy Spirit to 
burden hearts in Albuquerque 
for Himself.  

Donnie & Ruth McDonald  
and all ministries in Tokyo 
are like many ministries 

here in staying in contact via 
video conferencing and doing 

meetings as they can. 

State Women’s Ministry – On October 3rd the Lebanon 1st Women’s Ministry held a com-
munity wide “Craft & Vendor Fair.” Pre-portioned food items were sold in a concession stand, 
along with several vendors and crafters participating. All funds raised were for FWB Missions. 

Attendance to all church plants have suffered since closing 
and with those who have reopening of services.  ~ Frank
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Lebanon 1st
The congregation of Lebanon 1st had the privilege of witnessing student pastor Luke Feeney baptize 17-year-old Treagan 
Yates (pictured below, left).  Twenty-one teens from the church attended Camp Niangua in June. Treagan made a profession 
of faith the last night of camp and was baptized at the church on August 16th. 

Unity
In August Unity FWB, in Lebanon, held a baptism service at Brush Creek.  Pastor Lonnie Nelson 
baptized Jacob &  Belinda Bagley.    Bro. Dan Talbott baptized  3 siblings: Isabella, Isaiah, & Elijah 
along with his granddaughter, Ellie Talbott (last picture.) 

On August 16th the congregation of Bethel FWB 
gathered at the river.  Pastor Robby Colton baptised 
Todd Cantrell and his daughter Courtney Cantrell. 
They were both saved Sunday, August 9th.

Bethel - Marshfield

On September 27, 2020 Pastor Andy Rains baptised husband and wife Bill & Kaitlin Aistrope. (pictured below center & right)



The city of Mountain Grove thanked Cassie Todd and the First Free Will Baptist Church Youth Group for picking rocks out 
of the new Mighty Might football field. It looks great! We can now get it seeded!!!! Yeah!!!

Mountain Grove 1st
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Mill Creek

Ozark Family Church
Ozark Family Church held a baptism service Sunday, September 27th.  Pas-
tor Gary Mitchener baptised Scottie 
Butler and Autumn Braden .

Pictured below, left to right, are Stanley Pirtle, Don Smith, Harry Francis, 
Pastor Chuck Pilkinton, Keith Myers, Bob Moore and Harley Miller.

Pastor Pilkington states, “Mill Creek 
FWB in Fredericktown purchased 
the old Mill Creek School Property in 
2010 for a future site for the church. 
Due to flooding at the present site we 
found it necessary to move. The prop-
erty is just up the street about ½ mile 
and is well situated on top of the hill. 
Just off 67 and old 67 the view of the 
church will great and access will be 
easy.”

New Harmony
Pastor Mark Henry had the honor of bap-
tizing Tony Hines on Wednesday, October 
7th. The New Harmony Church is located 
in Greentop just north of Kirksville.

Editor’s Note:  It was good to enjoy a day with this congregation and participate in this celebration.
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Every negative word has the power of one hundred 
positive words. 
This idea comes from one of my mentors, Brad Waggoner. He 
challenged me to rethink the way I communicate, both person-
ally and professionally. Think of encouragement and discour-
agement on different sides of a scale. One hundred pieces of 
encouragement weigh the same as one piece of
discouragement.

In your marriage, in work relationships, and in the church, the 
100 factor of negativity is always in effect. If you are consistently 
negative, then you are digging a dark hole. Negativity has many 
variants, all of which can turn into gossip. Avoid these more 
powerful forms.

Cynicism. This form of negativity is driven by a lack of hope. 
The cynic assumes the worst in people. The cynic will spread 
the worst-case scenario as if it is the expected-case scenario. 
Doomsday garners more attention than the humdrum of a typi-
cal day. But everyday isn’t doomsday.

Speculation. Another powerful form of negativity occurs when 
you speculate about someone’s motives, assuming they are 
driven by self-interest. Speculating gives you power over others 
because they assume you have insider information.

Misinformation. Being negative without having all the facts 
is not only unfair, it is lazy. People feed more quickly on misin-
formation than facts.

Selectivity. This person uses only part of the story to empha-
size negativity and leaves out the positive portions to reshape 
the narrative in a darker direction. 

There are times to challenge, to rebuke, and to use a prophetic 
voice. How do you balance the 100 factor of negativity? How 
can you keep the scales tipping towards encouragement? Some 
people have a gift of encouragement. My  wife, for instance, is 
a natural in this area. For the rest of us, we need a roadmap to 
avoid the giant potholes of negativity.

Assume the best. Start positive! Pessimists are not leaders. 
Only optimists can take people to a better place. Realism is a 

tool. Optimism is a posture. Realism is the map. Optimism is 
the compass. There are too many pessimists out there under the 
guise of realism. They are looking at the map wrong!

Maintain a positive tone. The content of your message is 
important but so is how you communicate. Be cognizant of 
your non-verbal cues. Watch out for eye rolls and hand ges-
tures. I was once in a meeting where one team member let out 
an exasperated sigh and kept his face in his hands the entire 
time. None of us had a clue what was wrong, but it certainly put 
a damper on our meeting.

Keep score. Not of others. Of yourself. Take note of how 
often you encourage others, how often you use a positive or 
negative tone with individuals. You might be surprised at how 
you compound negativity on certain people while lifting others 
up. You may not be a negative person in general, but you may 
be too negative with select people.

Just don’t on social media. Imagine you are standing on the cor-
ner of a busy street downtown. You have a megaphone, yelling 
at vehicles and people walking. That’s you on social media. A 
soft approach on social media simply doesn’t exist. If you’re go-
ing to yell at people through a megaphone, it might as well be 
positive.

Have a weekly strategy. Build encouragement into your calen-
dar. I have a nightly reminder at 9:00 p.m. I get a notification to 
pray for people. I then take about ten or fifteen minutes to pray 
and send out texts of encouragement.

Brad Waggoner is right. Negativity is one hundred times more 
powerful than positivity. Being positive requires work, disci-
pline, and intentionality. 

~ Sam Rainer

About the Writer:  
As President of Church Answers, Sam Rainer 
wears many hats. From podcast co-host to 
full-time Pastor at West Bradenton Baptist 
Church, Sam’s heart for ministry and revitali-
zation are evident in all he does.

THE 100 
FACTOR OF 

NEGATIVITY
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“It is one of the most common questions we get from church 
leaders: When will all the church members return to in-per-
sons services?    Leaders do not like my response: Never.

From an attendance perspective, if 20 percent of a church with 
a pre-pandemic attendance of 200 do not return, the new real-
ity attendance will be 160 in attendance after everyone feels 
safe to return. You can do the math for your own church.

So, who are these non-returning church members? Why are 
they not returning? Here are the five most common dropout 
groups. The groups are not mutually exclusive; there could be 
significant overlap.

The decreasing attendance members. These were your mem-
bers who, at one time, attended church almost four times a 
month. Before the pandemic, their frequency of attendance 
declined to twice a month or even once a month. COVID ac-
celerated their trends to zero times a month.

The disconnected church members. If a church member is in 
a small group, his or her likelihood of returning is high. If they 
attend worship only, their likelihood of attendance is much 
lower. Please let this reality be a strong motivation to empha-
size in-person small groups once everyone feels safe to return.

The church-is-another-activity church members. These 
church members see gathered attendance as just another activ-
ity on par, or lower, than other activities. They were the church 

members who let inclement weather keep them from church 
but not their children’s Sunday soccer games. Commitment to 
the church was a low priority before the pandemic. They have 
no commitment in the post-quarantine era. 

The constant-critic church members. These church members 
always had some complaints for the pastor. In fact, your pastor 
may be dying a death by a thousand cuts. They are likely still 
complaining even though they have not returned to in-person 
services. Many of them will not return at all. 

The cultural Christian church members. They were part of 
a declining group well before the pandemic. They were those 
church members who likely were not Christians but came 
to church to be accepted culturally. Today, there are few cul-
tural expectations for people to attend church. These cultural 
Christians learned during the pandemic that it was no big deal 
to miss church. It will be no big deal for them never to return.

Church leaders and church members, however, should not 
fret about these losses. Your local church has the opportunity 
to write its future on a blank slate, and these church members 
really had no plans to be a part of that future anyway.  You 
may feel the pain of the losses; that is normal. But God has a 
plan for your church to embrace the new reality to which you 
are headed. Head into His future with confidence. God’s got 
your church. And He’s got you.  It’s cliché, but the best days are 
likely just ahead.”

In this article posted on ChurchAnswers.com, author Thom Ranier writes about some 
thoughts regarding members returning to regular worship attendance following the 
Covid-19 crisis.  

Five Types of Church Members Who 
     Will Not Return after the Quarantine



In Hebrews 13:15, we are exhorted to "continually offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving 
thanks to His name."

We, like many others from the United States, and especially 
as Christ-followers, love Thanksgiving. Family together-
ness. Football? Sure, why not? Food, often some of the best 
of the year.

However, the fact that a day was officially set aside to give 
thanks for God's blessings on us and on our land, is, to me, 
quite special.

It's also virtually unique. There are few nations that do this. 
The years we lived in Panama, the fourth Thursday in No-
vember was just another day on the calendar, except... we 
usually were able to arrange to take that day off and cele-
brate Thanksgiving.  And would you believe - many of our 
Panamanian friends loved it, and in some cases asked to 
join us, so we sometimes would have a traditional meal with 
other missionary colleagues or with Panamanian friends. 
We remember many of those special days as if they were 
yesterday.

In our early ministry days, we could not afford to purchase 
a turkey in Panama and even if we could, they were not 
available in the supermarkets until Christmas season.  One 
Thanksgiving was very memorable. We were celebrating 
with Mom Willey at our house. A friend of hers was able to 
get a turkey at the US commissary and I (Judy) was to cook 
it. She asked if she could invite friends of hers, Fred and 
Ruth Denton. Ruth was the Canadian consul. We were a lit-
tle nervous, definitely feeling outclassed but we didn’t need 
to feel that way. Fred arrived with his apron, carving knife, 
fork, and a big smile. We all gathered around the Thanksgiv-
ing table with the turkey on its platter and thanked God for 

all His blessings. Then Fred carved the turkey to perfection. 
We talked and laughed and truly enjoyed the day.  

In our last few years of ministry in Panama, we were living 
at the seminary in Chame. One of the first Thanksgivings we 
were there Judy, with the help of Brenda Bunch, Lori Torri-
son, and Chrissy Collins, prepared a traditional Thanksgiv-
ing meal for all the students, faculty, and missionaries. There 
were over 30 of us for that special day. We tried to explain 
the reason for Thanksgiving Day in the United States. The 
students were certainly thankful, at least for the food! They 
devoured it! It was such a feast for everyone! We pray they 
also learned a bit more about being thankful and expressing 
their thankfulness.

The Hebrews passage I mentioned at the beginning chal-
lenges us to "offer the sacrifice of praise to God." I notice the 
following things:
1. The praise is His; we bring it to our Lord. He is the  
   Giver.
2. We are to do this "continually." It should be our 
    default setting. We should do it habitually.
3. The fruit of our lips (which reflects what is in our 
    heart) is to give thanks to His name.

Praise and thankfulness are mentioned many times in both 
the Old and New Testament. As God's children we are to 
praise Him and be thankful! God wants us to express this to 
Him and to others. Dr. Robert Picirilli preached a message 
in a Thanksgiving service many years ago at Cofer's Chapel 
FWB Church. His theme was "Attitude of Gratitude." It is not 
being thankful only on Thanksgiving Day but having an at-
titude of gratitude continually, habitually, on our lips, and in 
our hearts. Thanksgiving is special! 

~ Judy Lytle

Thanksgiving is special !

By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.                                                                      Hebrews 13:15
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A pastor asked me to preach for him 
last Sunday.  Said he needed to talk 
about something important and want-
ed me to stay after church.  I met 
“Ralph” and the missus in his study.  As 
we shook and howdied, I said, “Thank 
the Lord for such a beautiful Sunday 
morning.”

Ralph replied, “Jack, I got nothing to 
be thankful for.  My church is filled with 
critics and grumps.  I feel like a failure.  
My sermons are bad.”  The three of us 
missed Sunday School.  When men 
like Ralph have nothing for which to be 
thankful, they need a friend to listen, 
encouragement and a different point 
of view.

Critics. Let’s not be too hard on our 
critics.  After all, they remind us that not 
everybody sees things the same way 
we do.  Some criticize us for our own 
good.    Consider them the loyal oppo-
sition; they are constructive critics.

Others expect the worst and are sur-
prised when it doesn’t happen.  They 
don’t like us, don’t trust us and secretly 
hope we fail.  These mean-spirited 
souls are suspicious of everybody; we 
call them destructive critics.  They’ve 
given up on people and revel in the 
mistakes of others.

But I’m thankful for critics.  They push 
us higher.  Critics don’t like to be criti-
cized, but that’s a story for another day.

Grumps. Yep, I’m thankful for grumps, 
even though they’re kissin’ kin to crit-
ics.  Grumps get irritated if you aren’t 
miserable too.   They resent it when 
you smile on a rainy day.   They grind 
their teeth if you see rainbows and 
promises instead of mud and incon-
venience.  They’re not going anywhere 
and they paint their windows black to 
keep out light and laughter.

Grumps could be nice company if they 
had a sense of humor.  Left to their own 
devices, they veer off into the ditch of 
criticism and throw harsh words at 
passersby who disagree with them.  
Grumps enjoy rocks in their shoes and 
a hole in the roof, because it verifies 
that life is unfair.

Some of my favorite people are mod-

erate grumps.  I’ve noticed that the plan 
of God usually includes one thorough-
going grump per church.

Failures. I’m thankful for failures be-
cause we’ve all failed at something.  
Those of us whose best golf move is 
wrapping a nine iron around a pine sap-
ling provide examples for others who are 
not golf-challenged.

There’s a humility about failure.  Nobody 
who has failed has any illusions about 
himself.  We understand that sometimes 
we fail because we didn’t study or over-
estimated our driving skill or spoke out 
when we should have listened.

The brotherhood of failure has this in 
common with the successes in life.  
Every success was at one time a failure 
like us…a failure who tried again, who 
rewrote that paper, who changed a habit, 
who learned to take advice, who came 
to work earlier, who went back to school, 
who got up off the ground one more time.

Bad Sermons. Strange as it may seem, 
I’m thankful for bad sermons.  There are 
two kinds of bad sermons—somebody 
else’s and yours.  I’ve heard some awful 
sermons and preached worse.  Both ex-
periences left me with the certain knowl-
edge that there is a better way.

Bad sermons encouraged me to take 
notes while listening to them.  I discov-
ered that most “bad” sermons weren’t 
that bad.  Their delivery suffered be-
cause of nervous speakers or unrealis-
tic expectations from hearers who de-
manded that every preacher thunder like 
Billy Sunday.  Of course, some sermons 
are simply awful and only cease getting 
worse when the speaker stops.  One of 
mine was so bad I hid behind the church 
until everybody left.

The solution?  I learned to avoid cer-
tain subjects because I mangle them.  
I also learned to preach shorter.  I’m 
amazed at how fewer bad sermons I 
preach when speaking 20 minutes in-
stead of 40.  I shall not mention those 
60-minute disasters when grown men  
waved watches above their heads.

Don’t be alarmed at my “thank-
ful” list.  Paul gave the Ephesians an 
unexpected principle, “Giving thanks 
always for all things…” (Eph. 5:20).  
There’s usually something in every 
event for which we can be thankful—
patience learned when that tire ex-
ploded, faith we were forced to exer-
cise in the hospital waiting room, new 
skills developed when the company 
downsized.

Jesus gave thanks the night before 
His crucifixion (Matt. 26: 27-28).  His 
thankfulness was not for the pain He 
would suffer, but for what His death 
would mean to lost humanity—the re-
mission of sins.  That’s why we thank 
God for the day the Perfect Man died.

Paul and Silas were beaten and jailed 
by city leaders in Philippi (Acts 16).  
When Paul wrote the Philippian epis-
tle, he began with the words, “I thank 
my God upon every remembrance of 
you” (Phil. 1:3).  That’s because the 
story at Philippi didn’t end with a beat-
ing.  Paul was thankful for the miracle 
that changed everything in the last 
half of the chapter (Acts 16: 25-40).

For all the Ralphs struggling with 
harsh words, your story doesn’t end 
with the critics, the grumps or the fail-
ures.  The chapter continues; you can 
expect some doors to open.  There is 
a God who hears in the darkness and 
who can with one swift move turn bit-
terness to joy.  You dohave something 
for which to be thankful.

by Jack Williams

About the Writer
Dr. Jack Williams, former editor of 
Contact magazine, passed away in 
2016. He was serving as director of 
publications for Welch College at 
the time of his death.

Article taken from the NAFWB website.

“NOTHING TO BE THANKFUL FOR.. .”



how it was in France years ago. You will see Myriam’s mother 
Julie leading the kids in a song of prayer, giving thanks to the 
Lord.  
In the book of Revelation we are told of a dinner that is go-
ing to take place in heaven, when all is finished and God has 
gathered his people. Every generation of the faithful will come 
to the table. I believe that our little French Christmas is just a 
snapshot of that great day. Our family is together and it doesn’t 
matter what is going on in the world.  For a moment of time we 
can share peace, love, and laughter because of the goodness of a 
loving God who sent His son to us. As the years pass we will see 
empty chairs around our tables. People will move far away and 
slowly we will all age and pass away, but thanks to Jesus that 
celebration in Heaven is going to be one to remember! Imagine 
a world were death and pain can 
no longer touch us. Our family 
looks forward to meeting you 
there.

~ David & Mimi Reeves
IM Missionaries in France
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Myriam, coming from a French family, gives me the unique 
privilege to celebrate Christmas from the perspective of anoth-
er culture and this has opened my eyes to some things that we 
as Americans may be able to learn. First, a Christmas celebra-
tion in France isn’t just Christmas morning opening presents, 
or maybe a couple hours with your whole family on Christmas 
Eve.  For our family in France, the Christmas celebration is an 
all-day event! The celebration usually starts in the afternoon, 
however most years we spend multiple days together with lots 
of very good food, laughter, and lots of love that our family 
is together.  The meal comes with multiple courses including 
sea food (shrimp, crab, langoustine, fish eggs, etc.) as well as 
a French delicacy, goose liver (pictured below). After the en-

trées, we move on to the main course, which is usually a spe-
cial cut of meat with potatoes and veggies. But wait, there is 
more!  Following the meal is usually a cheese course that is fol-
lowed by dessert. This is one rea-
son the meal takes so long.   Not 
only is there a large amount of 
food, but the time to be together 
in the same place at the same 
time.  This is my favorite part of 
the celebration. It’s a little loud 
and crazy at times, but the lit-
tle things are so special. You can 
hear the kids running the halls, 
playing games, and laughing to-
gether. You can look across the 
table and see Uncle Silvain and 
Uncle Marc cracking jokes. Look 
a little farther down the table and 
you will find Mamie(grandma) 
telling Myriam and Lydie about 

Christmas Around  the World :
A French Christmas 
Christmas in our family is a little different every year depending on what country we are in.
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Rev. Ronald Turner, 83 of Mountain 
Grove, MO was born August 30, 
1937 and passed away on September 
21, 2020 after a brief illness.  Ronnie 
grew up in the Boyle’s Community 
near Hartville, the fourth of six sons 
born to Arch and Jewell (Welch) 
Turner.

Ronnie enlisted in the US Army 
and served his country in Korea.  
Upon returning he married Wilma 

Crewse on October 10, 1958; they were blessed with 3 chil-
dren.  He worked several year at Brown Shoe Company and 
later owned several rental properties.

In Loving
Memory His mothers prayers were answered when Ronnie an-

nounced his call to ministry.  He pastored Union Grove, 
Cope, Oak Grove, 37 years at Mtn. Grove First General 
Baptist Church (known as Cornerstone Freewill Baptist 
now), Dry Creek-Union Chapel up through his final days.  

Ronnie held revivals in several states in the 70’s and 80’s; 
throughout the years, he and Wilma would sing and she 
played the piano.  Before the pandemic, he and his brother, 
Shirley were still attending many area nursing homes to 
sing and play music.

Ronnie was preceded in death by his parents; 3 brothers; 
his daughter, Susie Nungesser; a grandson; 3 great grand-
children.  He is survived by his wife, Wilma; sons, Jimmy 
Turner and Jerry Turner; brothers, Shirley and Herman; 23 
grandkids, 35 great grandkids and 4 great great grandkids; 
sisters and brothers-in-law, many nephews and nieces; as 
well as a host of friends and many souls he led to Christ.

A graveside service was held at Hillcrest Cemetery in 
Mountain Grove, MO on Tuesday, September 29, 2020.

Rev. Ronald Turner

Give
Online

Download the Tithe.ly app to your smart device.
Available in the Apple & Android stores. 

mof wb . com/on l i ne -g i v i ng
The MOFWB Executive Office is committed to 
making it easy for churches & individuals to give to 
Missouri ministries. We are now accepting credit 
cards, debit cards & automatic withdrawal. Visit 
our website & click on the ONLINE GIVING tab.  
First time users will need to set up an account with 
Tithe.ly.  If your gift or payment needs to be split 
between multiple ministries please use the memo 
box to list the disbursement. 

Sunday
Help support MO Missions 

by committing to a 
Show Me Plan share* 

on the 
LAST SUNDAY IN 

JANUARY

Commitment

*A share is $300 & can be 
giving as a one time gift 

or as a $25 monthly giving.
contactus@momissions.com
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For more information on these scholarships and to download an 
application visit: mofwb.com/ministries/scholarships

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

The Executive Office offers a scholarship to full-time MO FWB 
students attending FWB Colleges, including online studies. 

MOFWB State Office

Christian Education The CE Board offers a $500/semester scholarship to any MO FWB 
students attending a FWB College as a resident student. Contact 
Mark Elliott at mark@buffalocalvary.com

Women’s Ministry
The MO Women’s Ministry offers a scholarship 
to female students enrolled full-time at a Free 
Will Baptist college.  She must be a resident of 
Missouri and a member of a Free Will Baptist 
church.  Deadline to apply: May 15

From Our Boards
Christian Education:  

Disappointment, discouragement, disease and de-
spair sometimes invade our lives. We live in a bro-
ken world. In Psalm 42 the writer expresses his own 
extremely depressing experience. He faced the per-
sistent ridicule of unbelievers who continually taunt-
ed him, "Where is thy God?" He remarked that their 
persistent scoffing was like "a sword in [his] bones." 
Although the full measure of the writer's circum-
stances are unknown to us, it is clear by his com-
ments that he was feeling overwhelmed. "My tears 
have been my meat day and night." (42:3) 

The remembrance of his former experiences in join-
ing with others of like faith at "the house of God, 
with the voice of joy and praise," only added to his 
depression. Isolation and sadness had replaced the 
fellowship and rejoicing of corporate service and 
worship (42:4). At least, it wasn't like it used to be.

However, the psalmist battled this invasive depres-
sion by reminding himself to put his hope in God 
(42:5). Even though he couldn't then go to the house 

of God in Jerusalem as before, he determined to 
"remember [God] from the land of the Jordan, the 
heights of Hermon- from Mount Mizar." (42:6) That 
is, he decided to worship and to serve the Lord in his 
current circumstances. His "living God" (42:2) was 
also the loving LORD [God of the Covenant], and 
in charge of his circumstances. "Yet the LORD will 
command His lovingkindness in the daytime, and in 
the night His song shall be with me, and my prayer 
unto the God of my life." (42:8)

~ Jay Tilson,
CE Board Member
Christ Chapel, Pastor

Psalm 42



The FWB Leadership Conference returns to Nashville Airport Marriott December 7-8. 
Pastors, church leaders, and denominational leaders from across the country will gather to 
explore the theme “Refresh,” with an emphasis on church health.

Monday and Tuesday evening keynote sessions will feature Dr. Thom S. Rainer, founder and
CEO of Church Answers, an online community and resource for church leaders.

In addition to speaking in hundreds of venues over the past 20 years, Rainer led the Rainer Group, a church and denomi-
national consulting firm, from 1990 to 2005. The firm provided church health insights and research to over 500 churches 
and other organizations during that period. Dr. Rainer has authored more than two dozen books, including I Am a Church 
Member, Breakout Churches, Autopsy of a Deceased Church, Simple Life, Simple Church, Raising Dad, The Millennials, 
Essential Church, and Who Moved My Pulpit?

“Dr. Rainer is regarded as one of the leading voices in church health and revitalization,” notes Executive Secretary Eddie 
Moody. “We are glad to welcome him to the Leadership Conference, and we encourage all Free Will Baptists to take ad-
vantage of this opportunity to hear him speak.”

On Tuesday, a broad slate of training seminars will offer practical instruction on a number of  topics important to building 
and maintaining a healthy church. More details regarding seminars and speakers are forthcoming.
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Block One-9:00am
• Best Practices for Better Boards: Five Best Practices and 
Five Worst Habits (Ron Hunter)
• Gospel Unity in Cultural Diversity: A Biblical  Approach for 
the 21st Century American Church (Jose L. Rodriguez)
• Can Churches Do Bible Clubs in Public Schools? (Jeff Nichols)

Block Two- 10:00 am
• Creating a Strong Social Media Strategy for Your Church 
(Lena Wooten and Lauren Biggs)
• Implementing Discipleship Groups (Jeff Jones)
• Our Skeptical New Generations: Revitalizing the Church as a 
Place for Wonder (Pedro Garda and Aaron Pontious)

Block Three -11:00 am
• Revitalizing Associations (Matt Pinson)
• Changing Our Tone, Not Our Tune: Moving the Church Past 
the Rhetoric to Relevant Pro-Life Ministry (Jim McComas)
• Women in the Church: A Free Will Baptist Perspective 
(Christa Thornsbury)

Block Four-1:30pm
• How to Recruit Volunteers (Dr. Brad Ransom)
• Faith and Science: The Responsibility of the 
Church in the 21st Century (Dr. Ian Hawkins)

Block Five-2:30pm
• Creating a Wow! Factor for Your Church 
(Dr. Brad Ransom)
• Off the High Dive: Beyond the Basics of Church 
Promotion (Eric Thomsen)

Block Six - 3:30
• Generating Momentum (Dr. Brad Ransom)
• Three for Thirty (Dr. Eddie Moody)

TUESDAY WORKSHOPS

Register at 
nafwb.org/site/2020-leadership-conference-registration

Please let Stan Bunch at the State Office know if you plan to attend.

Hosted by



Page 16 / GEM Magazine / September-October, 2020 

January 31 Show-Me Plan Commitment Sunday

March 1-3 Minister’s Retreat at Cross Pointe Camp & Retreat Center in Rocky Mount, MO

April 5 Audit Committee  

April 9-10 CTS Ministry EXPO - First FWB in Farmington, MO

April 16-17 Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat - Cross Pointe Camp & Retreat Center in Rocky Mount, MO

June 7-9 MOFWB State Meeting at Oasis Hotel & Convention Center, Springfield, MO

June 14-18 Teen Camp at Camp Niangua 

July 5-9 Pre-Teen Camp at Camp Niangua Session 1

July  12-16 Pre-Teen Camp at Camp Niangua Session 2

July 18-21 NAFWB Convention & National Youth Conference in Memphis, TN 

Sept. 17-18 MOFWB Women’s Ministry Retreat at the Radisson Hotel, Branson, MO

Oct. 2-3 Marriage Retreat - Oasis Hotel & Convention Center, Springfield, MO

Oct. 18-20 Retiree Retreat held at the Lodge of the Ozarks in Branson, MO

Nov. TBA E3 Conference Windermere Conference Center in Roach MO

Nov. 1 General Board Meeting at the State Office in Lebanon, MO

All events & additional information, as it becomes available, 

can be found on our state website 

M O F W B  2021 Calendar
Please note these are TENTATIVE dates for 2021.  

Watch this space and the state website for any updates, changes or cancellations

Feel free to call or e-mail the state office if you have any questions

MOFW B. COM
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D6 Family Advent Kit! 
Looking forward to Christ-
mas Day is a natural part of the 
Christmas season, but it’s far too 
easy to get distracted by the many 
events and expectations that we 
neglect to keep its true meaning 
before us.

Whether you have children at 
home or not, you will value the 
daily Scripture reading and short 

devotions about one of the names for Jesus. You will find a 
family activity for every day—whether it is playing a game, 
gathering old toys, or reading through Christmas cards. You 
will also find a simple ornament to make together to remind 
you of the name of Jesus you studied that day.

Many ideas are provided, and some will work better for your 
family than others. The goal is for you to pick the things that 
work and avoid feeling pressure to do it all. If all you do is 
reveal the name of Jesus for a given day and read the short 
devotional thought, you have succeeded in helping your 
family focus on Jesus and the reason for this season!

Randal House has 
announced Top Reads 
for Busy Leaders. 
Each week, they will send 
you eight to twelve articles or blogs that range in topics 
such as culture, leadership, church, ministry, research, par-
enting, and other relevant categories. The leaders who re-
ceive Top Reads find articles that help them stay informed. 
In less than 30 seconds, you can quickly scan the article 
titles to determine which ones spark your interest, click the 
link, and read the ones you choose. Let Top Reads for Busy 
Leaders curate the best content for you. Go to mofwb.com/
links-printable-forms  and SIGN UP TODAY, ITS FREE!

MISSOURI WILL BE HOSTING THE NATIONAL FWB  
CONVENTION IN 2025.... In order to help cover the ex-
pense of the event, the MOFWB  Executive Committee is 
asking each church give a love offering of $100.00 per year 
for the next four years.   If you have any questions or con-
cerns feel free to contact the state office at 417-532-6537 or 
toll free at 1-866-532-6537.  

Thank You Jane! - MOFWB wishes to express our grati-
tude to Jane Parker for serving our youth.  Jane served on 
the Youth Ministries Board.  She was elected to the board 
in 2013 and was the first female MOFWB board member.  
She has also served the youth in the Farmington and Freder-
icktown area for over 25 years.  Jane recently stepped down 
from both ministries.  She had decided to follow her dream 
to open a coffee shop to serve coffee, Jesus, and the commu-
nity.  If you are ever in Fredericktown stop in at Jane’s Coffee 
House and say, “Thank you.”  

Congratulations to Leadington FWB Church for celebrat-
ing 99 years.  Brother Stan had the pleasure to attend their 
celebration service in August.

Pastoral Changes:
   Bion Irwin - Seymour FWB Church
   Marvin Loftin - Happy Home FWB Church
   Jason Roberts - Faith Chapel FWB Church
   Craig Hensley - Shiloh FWB Church
   Jarvis Reed - Walnut Grove
   Tim Deckard - Pleasant Hill
   
“American Sports Are Letting Down America”  Read 
the entire article online at: imprimis.hillsdale.edu   Then 
scroll down to “Recent Issues” on the right column.

Please note that Hillsdale College in Michigan is not to be 
confused with Randall University (formerly Hillsdale FWB 
College) in Oklahoma. 

First FWB Church in West Plains has committed to give $1000.00 each month 
as well as $1000.00 from their Sunday School fund to Camp Ninagua from 
September-December 2020.  

The church is challenging all other Missouri FWB churches 
to give monthly gifts through May of 2021 or beyond!

West Plains 1st Challenges Your Church 



Page 18 / GEM Magazine / November-December, 2020 

RECEIPTS
COOP
Amity ................................ $245.30 
Bailey ............................... $959.00 
Bailey Chapel .................. $219.00 
Beacon ......................... $1,200.00 
Belton .............................. $785.80 
Bethe- El Dorado Springs  $558.86 
Bethel- Marshfield......... $2,203.00 
Black Oak ........................ $873.63 
Byrd ................................. $395.50 
Calvary Chapel ............. $3,393.36 
Christ Chapel ................ $1,400.00 
Copper Mines .................. $821.85 
Cornerstone ..................... $300.00 
Cuba ................................ $676.00 
De Soto 1st ................... $3,690.00 
Faith- Fair Grove ............. $441.20 
Farmington 1st.............. $5,929.84 
Fellowship..................... $3,915.00 
First Day ....................... $1,680.74 
Fredericktown 1st ............ $950.00 
Freeman Chapel .............. $600.00 
Good News ...................... $357.70 
Gospel Light .................... $800.00 
Grace ............................ $1,786.93 
Grace Fellowship .......... $1,750.00 
Grace Pointe.................... $600.00 
Grant Avenue ................ $1,339.17 
Hannon ......................... $1,839.00 
Happy Home.................... $315.35 
Hartville......................... $7,015.00 
Hopewell ....................... $1,447.00 
Houston 1st .................. $1,065.74 
Hurryville .......................... $647.00 
Kings Way ....................... $400.00 
Koshkonong..................... $301.18 
Leadington .................... $1,954.00 
Lebanon 1st .................. $4,220.49 
Lebanon Green Hills ........ $946.05 
Liberty - Gatewood .......... $200.50 
Lucille Franklin................. $500.00 
Marshfield ........................ $448.60 
Mill Creek ......................... $740.14 
Mine La Motte .................... $68.16 
Monett 1st ........................ $800.80 
Mosaic ............................. $624.86 
Mountain Grove 1st ...... $5,421.82 
Mt. Pisgah........................ $760.00 
Neosho 1st ................... $1,417.00 
Nevada ......................... $1,235.62 
New Hope ........................ $577.00 
New Life- Licking .......... $1,695.40 
Number One ...................... $50.00 
O’Fallon 1st .................. $3,738.04 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ... $646.14 

Mt. Zion- Thayer ................ $30.00 
Myrtle ............................... $380.10 
Neosho 1st ...................... $450.00 
New Hope ........................ $400.00 
New Life- Licking ............. $734.00 
Number One .................... $120.00 
O’Fallon 1st .................. $3,360.93 
O’Fallon Womens Auxilary  $606.00 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ... $437.25 
Oak Hill .............................. $70.00 
Olivet ............................... $200.00 
Ozark 1st ......................... $250.00 
Ozark 1st - Heritage ........ $150.00 
Park Hills 1st...................... $49.70 
Pleasant Grove- Anderson  $300.00 
Pleasant Home ................ $400.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $140.00 
Rejoice............................... $50.00 
Republic............................. $80.00 
Resolve............................ $200.00 
RHP Commission .............. $77.87 
Richwoods 1st ................. $378.00 
Rock Chapel .................... $781.57 
Ruth Richardson ................ $47.94 
South Fremont ................. $120.00 
Springfield 1st .................. $600.00 
Stockton........................... $140.00 
Stockton Auxiliary .............. $40.00 
Stonebridge ....................... $50.00 
Thayer .......................... $1,400.00 
Trinity ............................... $210.00 
Trisa Johnson .................... $47.94 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ........... $110.00 
Union ................................. $45.00 
Union Light ...................... $700.00 
United .............................. $950.00 
Unity ................................ $490.00 
Verdella......................... $1,670.05 
Waynesville 1st ............. $1,039.80 
Willow Springs ................. $212.18 
Wolf Creek ....................... $400.00 
Total ............................ $53,911.62 

Missouri Missions
Alden Redfield ................... $50.00 
Brant Simpkins ................ $400.00 
Calvary Fellowship .......... $200.00 
Christ Chapel ................... $492.00 
Cuba .................................. $41.00 
De Soto 1st ................... $1,664.76 
Farmington 1st..................... $5.00 
Grace ............................... $100.00 
Grace Fellowship .......... $6,000.00 
Joy Alvis............................. $49.20 
Judith Lemons ................... $47.94 
Loretta Minney ................... $50.00 
Marilyn Limbaugh .............. $50.00 
Mosaic ............................. $100.00 
Oliver Adamson ............... $120.00 
Ozark 1st ........................... $20.00 
Ozark 1st - Heritage ........ $100.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .... $50.00 
Rebecca Falls .................. $670.00 
Republic............................. $50.00 
RHP COMMISSION ........ $493.19 
Ryan Akers ...................... $100.00 
Scott Keith ....................... $100.00 
Thayer ............................... $25.00 
William Moore .................... $50.00 
Total ........................... $11,028.09 
 
North American Ministries
Bailey ............................... $200.00 
Belton .............................. $293.58 
Cheryl Bell ......................... $57.74 
Copper Mines .................... $75.00 

Cuba .................................. $20.50 
De Soto 1st ................... $1,245.00 
Farmington 1st................... $92.00 
Grace ................................. $20.00 
Grant Avenue ..................... $50.00 
Houston 1st ..................... $100.00 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $200.00 
Loretta Minney ................... $50.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ........... $30.00 
Mt. Pisgah........................ $100.00 
Neosho 1st ........................ $20.00 
New Testament .................. $40.00 
O’Fallon 1st ..................... $120.00 
Ozark 1st ......................... $540.00 
South Fremont ................. $140.00 
Stockton............................. $60.00 
Trinity ............................... $140.00 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ............. $40.00 
Union Light ...................... $345.00 
Union Light WAC ............. $275.00 
Waynesville 1st ................ $235.00 
West Plains 1st ................ $320.00 
Total ............................. $4,808.82 

International Missions
Bailey ................................. $25.00 
Beacon .............................. $10.00 
Belton .............................. $209.41 
Bruce Moore .................... $160.00 
Christ Chapel ................... $160.00 
Copper Mines .................. $300.00 
Cuba .................................. $41.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $280.00 
Farmington 1st................... $50.00 
Fellowship........................ $630.00 
Fredericktown 1st ......... $1,002.00 
Gospel Light .................... $600.00 
Grace ............................... $320.00 
Grant Avenue ..................... $40.00 
Hannon ............................ $770.00 
Happy Hill ..................... $1,500.00 
Hartville......................... $5,235.00 
Hopewell WAC ................ $100.00 
Houston 1st ..................... $841.25 
Lebanon 1st ..................... $380.00 
Lebanon Green Hills ........ $515.00 
Lucille Franklin.............. $1,000.00 
Mosaic ............................. $100.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ...... $3,135.00 
New Hope ........................ $100.00 
Oak Hill .............................. $50.00 
Ozark 1st ......................... $250.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $100.00 
Rejoice.......................... $1,210.00 
Second Free Will ............. $200.00 
South Fremont ................. $360.00 
Stockton............................. $80.00 
Trinity ................................. $20.00 
Twin Oak Auxiliary ............. $50.00 
Union Light ...................... $150.00 
Union Light WAC ............. $100.00 
Verdella......................... $2,025.00 
Waynesville 1st ................ $510.00 
Total ........................... $22,608.66 

DESIGNATED
ACM ..............................................
Bailey ................................. $25.00 
Total .................................. $25.00 

Berea Ministries
Bailey ............................... $140.00 
Total ................................ $140.00 

Ch-TN
Bailey ............................... $100.00 

Oak Hill ......................... $1,062.00 
Olivet ............................... $272.00 
Ozark 1st ...................... $8,540.40 
Ozark 1st - Heritage ........ $639.80 
Park Hills 1st................. $1,246.14 
Parkview .......................... $500.00 
Pleasant Home ................ $490.10 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .. $314.00 
Rejoice.......................... $1,164.10 
Republic........................ $1,045.82 
Resolve............................ $200.00 
Rock Chapel ................. $1,005.29 
Safe Harbor ..................... $150.00 
Smyrna ............................ $163.00 
South Fremont .............. $1,600.00 
Springfield 1st ............... $1,602.00 
Stockton........................... $377.50 
Stonebridge .................. $1,963.50 
Thayer .......................... $3,269.00 
Trinity ............................ $1,423.90 
Union ................................. $60.00 
Union Light ...................... $314.50 
United ........................... $3,694.37 
Unity ................................ $764.00 
Verdella......................... $1,670.05 
Victory- Alton ................ $1,472.31 
Waynesville 1st ............. $1,312.16 
West Plains 1st ............. $2,143.00 
Wilderness ....................... $287.14 
Willow Springs ................. $970.00 
Wolf Creek .................... $2,549.00 
Total .........................  $119,211.85 
 
Show-Me Plan
Beacon ............................ $125.00 
Belton .............................. $350.00 
Berean ............................. $506.11 
Black Oak ........................ $360.00 
Brent Emmerson.............. $100.00 
Bruce Moore .................... $200.00 
Byrd ................................... $25.00 
Calvary Fellowship .......... $200.00 
Cheryl Bell ....................... $134.94 
Christ Chapel ................ $1,215.69 
Cleo Reeder ...................... $60.00 
Copper Mines .................. $150.00 
Cuba ................................ $102.50 
De Soto 1st ................... $1,845.00 
Farmington 1st.............. $1,100.00 
Fellowship........................ $555.00 
Fredericktown 1st ............ $290.00 
Freeman Chapel .............. $720.00 
Gary Tune ........................ $193.60 
Gospel Light ................. $1,400.00 
Grace ............................ $1,025.00 
Hartville............................ $640.00 
Hopewell WAC .................. $25.00 
Janet Cross .................. $6,000.00 
Jason Sander .................... $47.94 
Jerry Rader ........................ $40.00 
Josh Provow .................... $100.00 
Joyce Adams ..................... $50.00 
Leadington ....................... $535.00 
Lebanon 1st .................. $1,573.95 
Lebanon 1st Women ....... $400.00 
Lebanon Green Hills ........ $284.20 
Lucille Franklin................. $500.00 
Macedonia - Purdy ..... $10,000.00 
Mill Creek ......................... $140.00 
Mine La Motte .................. $300.00 
MOFWB ............................. $25.00 
MOFWB COOP ............ $3,576.36 
Mosaic ............................... $50.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $795.00 
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $93.00 
Mt. Zion- “Cuba” .............. $160.00 

Please note: The amounts listed are for two months,   
August-September, 2020Financial  Report

COOP Disbursements
August-September, 2020
19%   MO Missions........  $22,650.25 
22%   Gen/Exec.............  $26,226.61 
8%   Youth Camp .............  $9,536.95 
2%   Youth Ministries .......  $2,384.24 
2%   Christian Education .  $2,384.24 
2%  Senior Adult Min .......  $2,384.24 
9%  State Retirement ....  $10,729.07 
3%  Show-Me ..................  $3,576.36 
33% Nat’l Ministries .......  $34,929.91  
Randall U (.1121) .............  $4,410.00 
Total Disbursed ..........  $119,211.85 



Available for 
Fill-In

Howard Anderson
Norwood, MO
417-926-1514

Mason Anderson
Purdy, MO

417-393-0713

Jack Brown
Kansas City, MO

816-267-0550

Larry Bodine
De Soto, MO

573-218-2398  or 
573-358-0411

Ed Fields
Cuba, MO

573-368-0746

Keith Garrison
Springfield, MO

417-860-0294 

Jason Hutzsell
Monett, MO

417-393-5090

Scott McCully
Joplin, MO

417-236-4382

Gary Parker
Desloge, MO
314-740-4444

Jim Parker
Farmington, MO 

573-450-1323

Lindell Richardson
Desloge, MO
573-366-1850

Carl Short
Blue Springs, MO

816-509-5568

Belton ................................ $60.00 
Bruce Moore ...................... $40.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $160.00 
Grace ............................... $520.00 
Hartville............................ $200.00 
Myrtle ............................... $180.10 
Union Light ...................... $100.00 
Unity ................................ $300.00 
Waynesville 1st .................. $40.00 
West Plains 1st ............. $1,425.00 
Total ............................. $1,982.70 

F. Sanchez
Stockton............................... $50.0
Total .................................. $50.00 

Getsemani CH
Stockton............................. $30.00 
Total .................................. $30.00 

Issachar Center
Verdella............................ $334.01 
Total ................................ $334.01 

MO FWB CE Board
Bruce Moore .................... $100.00
RHP Commission .............. $51.92 
Total ................................ $151.92

MO FWB Senior Adult Board
Bruce Moore .................... $100.00
RHP Commission .............. $51.92 
Total ................................ $151.92
 MO FWB Youth Ministries Board
Bruce Moore .................... $100.00
RHP Commission .............. $51.92 
Total ................................ $151.92
 
Rainbow Ministries
Mountain Grove 1st   ....... $100.00 
Total ................................ $100.00 

Randall U
Beacon .............................. $20.00 
Christ Chapel ................... $750.00 
Fellowship........................ $100.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $330.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
Total ............................. $1,400.00 

Welch College
Beacon .............................. $20.00 
Christ Chapel ................... $750.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $120.00 
Farmington 1st................. $200.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ......... $330.00 
Olivet ................................. $50.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
West Plains 1st ............. $1,321.00 
Total ............................. $2,991.00 

WNAC
Stockton Auxiliary ...................5.00
Total .................................... $5.00 

Youth Camp
Clifton .............................. $260.00 
Cuba ................................ $500.00 
De Soto 1st ...................... $160.00 
Greater Springfield Assn  $1,000.00 
Hannon ......................... $1,860.00 
Hartville............................ $400.00 
MO-Ark Association ......... $500.00 
MO FWB CE Board ...... $2,000.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ...... $1,100.00 
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $30.00 
Myrtle ................................. $52.52 
Ozark 1st ........................... $20.00 
RHP Commission ............ $207.66 
Rock Chapel ........................ $1.00 
Stockton Auxiliary .............. $20.00 
Thayer ............................. $200.00 
Trinity ................................. $30.00 
Union ................................. $30.00 
Verdella......................... $1,000.00 
West Plains 1st ............. $2,050.00 
West Plains 1st SS ....... $1,000.00 
Willow Springs ................. $100.00 
Total ........................... $12,521.18 

Youth Camp Develpment
Oak Hill .............................. $70.00 
Verdella............................ $501.02 
Total ................................ $571.02

Young CH
Thayer ............................. $100.00 
Total ................................ $100.00 
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Available 
Churches

Bethel
El Dorado Springs, MO

Contact: Lural Mays
417-876-3492

Faith & Hope
Aurora, MO

Contact: Danny Hill  
417- 848-3966

New Life
Licking, MO

Contact: Warren Livingston
573-674-3440

Pleasant Home
Mtn. Grove, MO

Contact: Pat Loomis
417-926-0390

Pleasant Ridge
Alton, MO

Contact: Glenn Booker
417-270-0994

Trinity
Bridgeton, MO

Contact: Harold Bailey
314-291-1710

or 314-494-9868

Wolf Creek
Mansfield, MO

Contact: Bob Keith
417-924-3407

Thank you for supporting these FWB Ministries ! !
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Serving Missouri Free Will Baptists Since 1929

“And the Word was   
made flesh, and dwelt  

among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, 

the glory as of the 
only begotten 
of the Father,) 

full of grace and 
truth.”  John 1:14

Merry Christmas! 


