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from the

Editor, Stan Bunch

Tell Us Some Stories Grandpa
Brenda and I are blessed to be able to
visit in person with our grandchildren
who live in the Washington DC area
a couple of times each year. Regular
video calls help soothe the longing for
personal time.
Bedtime is a special time, replete with
video bible stories, talks, multiple requests for water, needs to tell momma
something, and other excuses to avoid
sleeping. A regular request is for them
to hear stories from my childhood.
Most of these stories involve, rock fights
with my brothers, horses, cows, haybarns, swimming holes, dogs, animals of
all sorts and other memories of a boy who grew up
in the 60’s and 70’s in the
Ozark hills of Arkansas.

children at every opportunity.

story with my grandkids.

God gives us some rather specific instructions related to telling our life
story to younger generations in Deuteronomy chapter six. Those instructions deal specifically of spiritual principles, events and experiences that are
to be passed down from generation to
generation.

In June we will celebrate our State Free
Will Baptist Convention. The theme
this year is, “Tell it Again: The Mighty
Works of God to Every Generation”
Psalm 145:4-7

For example, one of my most cherished
memories is that of my dad telling me
of his mother, who died of cancer when
he was an adolescent. He recalls her
reading the Bible and praying for him

God has done, is doing, and will do
mighty works forever. Our desire is to
extol the might works of God to younger
generations. If we are not deliberate in
sharing the great things of God we can
be very easily drawn into the unproductive web of cursing the darkness more
than we praise and glorify the light.
Who did God use to bring
about the great revival
meetings that lasted for
weeks, and how did He
do it? How did those of
former generations start
new churches and what
resources did they have?
These works of God stories need to be shared
again and again.

It is interesting that I can
tell them a story from my
childhood and six months
or a year later one of them
will remind me of the story or some detail that was
mentioned.
It is not just small children
that enjoy hearing the stories of the past. After my
mother passed away a few
months ago our family
had a special time together
with our father, his brother
& our aunt. Questions were asked regarding their life as children, teens and
how they remembered life as they lived
it. It was amazing to see that in this
group of nearly 30-40 people, no one
was texting, surfing the web or showing disinterest by being on their phone.

and his siblings every night. I never
knew my grandmother Ida Bunch,
but her faith, prayers, and the stories
related to me by my father have had a
profound impact on my life and the life
of my siblings. Now, we need to pass
it on.

Is it possible that God created us with a
built-in desire and love to hear the stories of our parents and grandparents?
I don’t find that possibility far fetched
at all. After all the Bible teaches us to
speak of life lessons and events to our

Some of the last words I heard my
mother speak were whispered to a
Panamanian couple who were visiting
us. “Let the Lord lead your life.” Those
are simple yet profound words. What a
blessing for me to be able to share that

As we share testimonies
of God’s mighty deeds let’s
remember to give the honor and praise to God for
what He has done rather
than the “Good ole days,”
and also avoid unwittingly
patting ourselves on the back for being
more spiritual in previous generations
than is these days.
God is at work in our world. Where
have you seen the hand of God work
and do mighty deeds since you became
a Christian. Write it down, share it
with your children and grandchildren.
When you start sharing they’ll probably put their phones down.
Note: See page 12 for more information
on the 2020 MOFWB
0 State Meeting.
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from the Missions

Director, Frank Webster

Why I don’t give to missions...
Some people give to missions. The church planters and I are
all thankful that they do. However, I don’t give to missions.
Let me explain.
You know the typical scenario. It’s announced at church that a
missionary will be sharing on a particular Sunday and a little
background in given about their field of service. The worship
leader asks you to stand, sing and the routine continues. After
the service it’s the usual friendly discussions and off to lunch
we go. The next few weeks the special service reminder is put
in the bulletin and is again verbalized from the stage to remind folks to be there to hear the missionary speak about that
area of service. Some congregants say in their minds, “OK.
Heard it”.
Then, the day arrives that the missionary speaks. The missionary and his family have travelled hundreds of miles to be there
at a significant cost of time and money, yet many congregants
show up having completely forgotten that there would be a
“visiting preacher” today. The regular offering time comes
and goes, the presentation is given and then the second offering time is announced, which is for the missionary.
However, most in attendance forgot to bring a second check
and the church has no other method of giving available except
for “the plate”. Thankfully, most families will have a few bucks
tucked away that they can pull out to toss in to help the guy
out. In most of our “mission service” scenarios, the missionary spent a hundred, or two, or more, to be there and he needs
thousands to stay in the field of service, but the congregation
gave to missions. But, me, I don’t give to missions.
This scenario isn’t a newer generation thinking or current cultural transition. It’s as old as missions itself. Take a look at
how the first missionary, Paul, survived in our very human
missions giving approach. Remember, this is “The Paul,”
the dynamite teacher and apologist who was also present in
the scenes of several miracles from the Lord. Yet, he had to
scrape by and had to ask for people to give constantly.
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To supplement his “call” he also worked his trade of tent making to support this very fruitful spread of the Gospel. That
means that instead of preaching, discipling, and engaging
people he was cutting, mending, sewing, designing and hoping to sell tents. Look at his very telling words in Philippians 4:12 on his struggles in funding church planting, “I know
how to be abased and I know to abound. Everywhere and in all
things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to
abound and to suffer need.” This tremendous missionary, that
was called of the Lord to go to preach, reach and teach, had to
hope someone would give to missions so he could travel, eat,
rest and clothe himself. This is why I don’t give to missions. I
have a deep desire to do more than that.
You see, I don’t give to missions, but I do support missions. My
wife, Debbie, and I take on four Show Me Shares a year and we
give to other missionary or church planting efforts and needs.
We go on mission trips to the tune of over 30 in our Christian
life span. We pray for our missionaries, communicate often
with some and keep up with many on Facebook. We have
housed many of them in our home for a night, a weekend or
a few weeks. We promote the support of missions through
our conversations with people, through women’s ministries,
in churches, associations, and even our vacations were going
to Church Camp or going on Mission Trips. And, yes, that
was all happening before we started in the Mission Director
ministry.
Did you know that less than half of our FWB families support
missions? Are you surprised that less than half of our FWB
churches support missions?
The difference between “giving” and “supporting” is defined
within the heart of the participant. Debbie and I don’t typically plan to “give to missions”. Supporting FWB missions financially every month and praying for them much more often
than monthly is as much a part of us as anything else we do.
It’s our norm. So, let me ask you, “Do you support missions?”

TOGETHER WE REACH OUT FURTHER!

- STATE -

S
E
T
O
N

- NORTH AMERICA -

Team Cape; Cromer/Paxton,
report a Salvation in January,
a Baptism taking place in
February and they thank the
men from the O’Fallon church
for coming and expanding
their children’s area.

David & Kathy Beltz report
being able to put trusted
Lay Leaders in place for
help in the overall ministry
of the Resolve Church in
the Osage Beach area.
Team Rolla; Chapman/Thebeau report having
close to 70 at
their Super Bowl
gathering. There
were students
from Brazil, China,
India, Iran, Italy,
Kenya, Kuwait, and
Saudi Arabia present to watch the
KC Chiefs pull out
the win.

Darin & Joy Alvis, Erie, – The team
there is moving to a new facility
in Erie this summer! They may be
interested in groups coming to help
them remodel or reach out in their
new neighborhood.

Adam & Rebecca Garrett in Champaign,
IL are excited about the services in
the theater where they meet, reaching
beyond the 50 number at times. They
are praying for a stronger commitment
from attendees which would strengthen
their relationship with the Lord.

Steve & Amanda Schmidt have made
connections in ABQ but because
of the high crime rate and overall
mistrust of strangers the growth is
slow. They are thankful for the few
that are seeing the need to reconnect to Christ even though
their past connection was through a very weak church.
Captain David Dodson (Army Chaplain) has been deployed with the
82nd airborne and covets your
prayers.
Major Kevin Trimble (Army Chaplain)
is leading 7 battalions through transition to Poland and a follow-on mission
to Kuwait.

- INTERNATIONAL -

Ken & Judy Bailey. The
Mommy and Me classes
Donnie & Ruth McDonald,
are seeing continued
Continue to visit with
participation and providJapanese
persons in the
ing connections in Tokyo.
Tokyo
area.
These conThis gives them steady
opportunity to speak into nections are leading into
Gospel conversations
lives that are engrained
with
those who know litin other common religions
tle of Christ.
of Japan.

Josh & Lydia Provow
report at least one new
Bible Study starting since
Operation Christmas Child
event and having up to
18 for Sunday services in
Shumen, Bulgaria.

Matthew & Brooke
Turnbough are thankful
for a lady that has been
attending since the
Christmas service
testifying that she
suffers with depression but she finds
strength and encouragement at the Villalba,
Spain church.

Ozark Family Church
On Jan. 5, 2020 the First Free Will Baptist Church of
Ozark had an “OFC Launch Day.” The purpose of this
day was to launch our new promotional name for outreach into our community, and emphasis on the family
of God. We are still Free Will Baptist. Our new name is
“Ozark Family Church”! We baptized 2 adults on that
Sunday with an attendance of 374. We are presently
working on a 6,000 sq. ft. multi-purposes building for
children, students, classroom & fellowship area to be
used for future ministry. We are so thankful for what
the Lord continues to do through His church! Pastor
Gary Mitchener

Rejoice
Adam and Carol Duncan were approved in December
2019, they are seeking prayer and financial partners for
their two–year internship. The couple will work with IM’s
partner Jungle Kids for Christ in Ecuador. Adam, a trained
counselor, will provide services for children from challenging backgrounds. Carol, a registered nurse, will supply
year-round medical needs.

For more information visit
iminc.org/missionaries/aduncan/
Editors Note: The Duncan Family has been a vital part
of several ministries in Missouri. Adam and Carol and
their children have served as key leaders and workers in
the Rejoice Church in Columbia. Both Adam and Carol
have served at the Niangua Camp with Adam serving on
the Niangua Camp Board (member and chairman) for
several years. Let’s pray for and support this fine family.
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Fordland
Pastor Dan Cottengim recently baptized four new
believers at the Fordland Church. Pictured are Judith Haynes and Randy Swearengen. Also baptized
were Harvey Underwood and Amber Dewherst.
(not pictured)
The Forland church is
also in the preparation
stages of building a
family life center across
the street from the current facilities.

Vertical Three - Truth & Peace
What is Truth and Peace?
Truth & Peace Leadership Conference is the premier leadership training conference for Free Will Baptist high school
students. Each year, students from across the country, in grades 9-12, meet for two weeks of intensive leadership training.
The culmination of Truth & Peace is at the Vertical Three Conference during the National Convention where the Truth &
Peace students put their training into practice as the staff of the conference.

The following students were selected from Missouri to participate in the 2020 Truth & Peace Conference.

101s - 1st year chosen
Abigail Long - Fellowship FWB
Alahna Crossland - Calvary Fellowship
Cody Eaton - Fellowship FWB
Gabriel Todd - Mountain Grove FWB
Graceynn Moore - Fellowship FWB
Grady Baker - Rejoice FWB
JJ Harger - Calvary Fellowship
Lily Evans - Calvary Fellowship
Louise Endebrock - Grace Fellowship
Molly Brown - Hartville FWB
Zachary Grimes - Farmington FWB

201s - 2nd year chosen
Claira Wampler - Farmington FWB
Isaac Boyer - Hartville FWB
301s - 3rd year chosen
Ellie Simpson - Calvary Fellowship
Haley Cannon - Calvary Fellowship
Madelynne Boyer - Hartville FWB
401s - 4th year chosen
Collin Long - Fellowship FWB
Jessica Bradley - Desoto FWB

Any student in grades 9-12 attending a FWB Church are welcome to apply. Students must complete an online application to
be considered. Applications may be submitted August 1st - October 31st. The average cost to be a part of Truth and Peace
conference is $1500 plus the cost of travel to the conference and return travel. Visit verticalthree.com/truthandpeace/

In Loving

Memory

Wilma Jones

WILMA E. JONES, daughter
of Rev. Leslie M. and Chloda L.
Howell McClanahan, was born
in Orla, MO on October 12,
1933, and passed away on January 9, 2020, in Lebanon, MO, at
the age of 86 years.
On February 10, 1950, she was
united in marriage with the
love of her life, Billy Jones, and
to this union was born three children. An infant son, Billy C.
Jones, Jr., preceded her in death.
At the age of eleven, Wilma professed her faith in Christ, and
became a member of the Fairview Methodist Church. She later
moved membership to follow her husband’s ministry. Most re-

cently, she was a member of Liberty Free Will Baptist Church.
Wilma is survived by a son, David Jones and his wife Chris
and a daughter, Brenda Jones, both of Lebanon; five grandchildren, Caleb Jones and his wife Melissa, Cody Jones and
his wife Lindsi, Cassandra Pruitt and her husband Ben, Levi
Franklin and Brandy Cunningham and her husband, Gary;
thirteen great-grandchildren, Griffin, Owen, Hayden, Easton,
Ellie, Landon, Piper, Skyler, Cainan, Kensi, Alice, Chase and
Kylor; one sister, Wanda Lowe of Fordland, MO; a wonderful care team, including, Sandy, Karrie, Kelly, Felicia, Crystal,
Kathy, Trish, Glessie, Jessica, Makayla, Vicki; Miranda and the
entire Hospice Team; other relatives, church members and
dear friends.
Wilma is also preceded in death by her parents and her husband, Rev. Bill Jones, who passed away March 12, 2016.
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Five Volunteers That You Never
Want Leading a Ministry in Your Church,
or “Lord help me not to be one of these!”

“Do-It-All Dan”

Every church wants to hire a hard worker—a person who understands that he is faithfully serving the Lord as he serves the
church. You want to hire a person with a vision for all God
wants to do through his ministry.
Just make sure he knows his job.
Do-It-All Dan doesn’t. He just wants to do it all.
If he is on your ministry staff, he makes every visit, teaches
every lesson, and calls every widow. If he is on your custodial
staff, he scrubs every floor, cleans every toilet, and locks every
door.
Volunteers don’t stand a chance. And since Do-It-All Dan will
eventually get worn out, you won’t have volunteers to lean on
when that happens. You’ll have to hire additional staff to do
what Do-ItAll Dan won’t lend to volunteers.

3 Signs You’re Interviewing Do-It-All Dan
• He minimizes the potential of volunteers to serve in his
field. Do-It-All Dan doesn’t think volunteers are needed. He
can do the job better. Mobilizing volunteers is simply a waste
of time and money.
• He shows few characteristics of a good “equipper.” Good
equippers know how to get the best out of other people. A
person without a track record of making other people better
may be a Do-It-All Dan.
• He shows signs of low self-esteem. At first observation, it
might seem like someone who won’t delegate suffers from elevated ego. Typically, that’s not true. Do-It-All Dan usually
fears that if he delegates his work to someone else, it will minimize his value to the congregation. He doesn’t want to risk
that.

The call to ministry—whether in pastoral leadership or support staff—is a call to equip new leaders. The fastest-growing
churches in America realize this. Eric Geiger writes:

Ask Do-Everything Dan This Question

“As a church grows, staff and pastors must move from doing all of the ministry to equipping others to do the ministry.
Equipping is necessary because it is biblical, not only because
it is practical. But in a growing church, if a staff does not learn
to build teams of people who serve, the growth is hampered.
A non-equipping staff member is quickly exposed on the staff
of a growing church.”

What to Do if You’ve Already Hired Do-It-All Dan

If Dan does everything, volunteers are immobilized. Gifts and
talents stay on the bench. Your staff gets overworked. The extra work won’t just fall on Dan, either. You’ll slowly change
the church culture from “all of us serve together” to “the staff
serves the congregation.”

• How will you involve volunteers in your work at the church?
Take the time to make the Biblical case for lay involvement
in ministry to Do-It-All Dan. Also, help Dan see the ministry value of mobilizing lay leaders. Share resources with him,
such as the Ultimate Guide To Mobilizing Volunteers blog* or
other resources your church might have for growing a strong
base of committed workers. Chat through these resources
with him and address ways that he’s approaching his work
and his peers’ work incorrectly. Acknowledge his efforts and
teach him the value of delegation and sharing labor. It’s important for Dan to understand that the more volunteers you
mobilize, the more your church can impact the surrounding
community.

It’s more dangerous than you might imagine.
*www.pushpay.com/blog/ultimate-guide-for-managing-church-volunteers/

Note: Part 3 of a 5 part series. Over the next few issues of GEM Magazine we will highlight five people that can do great
harm to the ministries of your church. Adaptations for this article are taken from the Ebook: TOXIC LEADERSHIP
CHURCHES SHOULD 5 PEOPLE NEVER HIRE by Tobin Perry. You may download the entire article at:

https://offer.parablegroup.com/toxic-leadership-ebook/ep/
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WARNING: The following may make you uncomfortable ... may even make you mad!
Last Sunday morning I found myself sitting on a soccer
field with one of my children for a tournament game. It
was a beautiful morning. The sun was shining. I was
enjoying some fabulous coffee.

way it was put to us, I felt like I had no choice but to
participate. The team wouldn't be able to play in the
tournament unless everyone chose to play. If we said
no, we would be letting down 12 other kids.

I was also experiencing great frustration and conflict. I
was frustrated because I could count 20 families from
our church who were also at sports games that morning. This meant that these families were not at church.

So, here I was sitting on the sidelines of a soccer game
contemplating the predicament of so many families.
Many families I've talked to about this feel like they
have no choice for a variety of reasons. Maybe it's a
sport that our kids love, maybe there are opportunities that would be missed if we pulled our kids, maybe
we feel an obligation to a team, maybe there's real
potential in our little athletes that may never be recognized. There are many reasons that we come to the
decisions that keep our families away from church. I
completely understand how we get there - but I also
know the long term effect that missing church will take
on our families. And that's the predicament that has
been tormenting me.

I was also conflicted as I reflected on how I got into this
situation. My husband and I know the value of church
family. We know that consistency is very important for
our children to build relationships with their church family and to grow as disciples of Christ. We have made
many decisions over the years to say "no" to other
things in order to say "yes" to church. And, yet, here I
was on a soccer field on a Sunday morning! A couple
weeks earlier the coach gathered the parents around
and presented this opportunity for the soccer tournament that would land on a Saturday and Sunday. The
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Now, I'm not saying that one missed Sunday is go-

orts
s.
rch
ing to derail your children's spiritual growth. But I have
noticed that our society is set up to undermine this discipline of regular fellowship with our church family. So
unless we are very vigilant to protect our church commitment, we can quickly find that one Sunday missed
has become many Sundays missed, and before long
church has ceased to be a habit and is reduced to
something we do when we don't have anything else to
do on Sunday mornings.
When we say "yes" to one thing, we are saying "no"
to something else. I have seen it too easily happen
that without meaning to reject church, families are saying "yes" to extracurricular activities- but this "yes" is
also a "no" to consistency at church activities and developing relationships with our church family. I have
spoken to so many parents who spend years on the
field, at the pool, on the ski slopes, in the gym, or in
the studio and when they get to the other side of these
years have deep regrets. Their children don't want to
go to church, they don't have relationships with peers

or leaders who know and love Jesus, and they have
not developed the discipline of making church a priority. These parents who now have grown children have
expressed that they would do it different if they could
go back and do it again. I have had several parents
with grown children express that it was not worth it.
They did not carefully guard their priorities and allowed
other commitments to push out what was most important. They can look back and see that the time spent
on other activities directly affected their children's relationship with church and this directly affected their
relationship with God.
Church attendance is not the goal...however, church
is the way that God has provided for people to grow
in their knowledge and love of who God is and build
relationships with other disciples and from this time
of focusing on Jesus and connecting with others who
love Jesus we can go out into the world and spread
the good news of Jesus Christ and his love with others.
I'm back to my predicament...I know that church is important. .. .I also feel like I don't have a choice sometimes. Can we learn from the parents that have gone
before us? Can we step back a bit and think about the
adults that we are raising? What if our children get to
their early 20's and have no relationship with God or
other disciples of Jesus? Will we look back and say,
"Well, at least they made it to the championships!"? Or
will we look back with regrets and disappointment that
our priorities were not reflected on our calendar?
Like I said earlier, this particular weekend I could count
20 families in the same position that I found myself in.
Most were also frustrated and feeling helpless. Most of
my friends find themselves making this no-win choice
at some point in the year depending on the season.
Many families are even sacrificing rest and are so busy
and going so hard that they are making themselves
physically sick.
Could there be a better way? What if we ALL joined
together and said, "NO! No more sports on Sundays or
Wednesday nights!”? When we were kids, there was
never anything scheduled on Sundays. We never had
to choose between sports and church. Sundays were
saved for church and family and gathering with friends.
Can we reclaim our Sundays if we all worked together?
I propose that we give it a try! I also will say that even if
our society won't cooperate, for me and my family I will
do what I can to maintain consistency for my children
to be at church and build relationships with other kids
and youth who know and love Jesus! I will not tell you
what is best for your family ... I will encourage you to
take some time out to prayerfully consider this, talk it
over with your spouse, and make sure your priorities
determine your calendar and not the other way around.

From the blog of Echo Kayser. Used with permission.

Italics by editor
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107th Annual Session of the
Missouri State Association of Free Will Baptists

June 1-3, 2020
Tuesday, MOWAC Convention
June 2nd & Men’s Fellowship

This year’s speakers are:
• Monday - Stan Bunch
• Tuesday - Dr. Doug Earls
• Wednesday - Dr. Eddie Moody
• Wed. Morning - Darrell Strain

Music under the direction of Greg Smith

PRE-REGISTER ONLINE
at MOFWB.COM

April 1st - May 19th

Oasis Hotel

Convention Center
Springfield, Missouri

Be sure to make reservations
before May 13th call
(417) 866-5253
ROOM COST: $92.00 plus tax*
Double or single occupancy
Includes breakfast buffet

Individuals are responsible for making their own
hotel reservations & payments. Be sure to mention
you are with MOFWB to get this rate

2020 MOFWB Nominating Committee Asking for Nominees
During the 2020 MOFWB Convention delegates will elect several
new ministry board members. The individuals filling the following positions are open for re-election or other nominations may
be submitted to the nominating committee. *Please see the note.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Christian Education Board -- Jay Tilson
Mission Board -- Bob Thebeau
Mission Board -- Gary Mitchener
Mission Board -- Curt Gwartney
Senior Adult Board -- Wayne Phillips
Youth Camp Board -- Tim Hodges
Youth Ministries Board -- Caleb Milling
Historical Preservation Commission -- Gary Fry
Randall University -- Steeve Reeves
Moderator -- Zach Williams
Assistant Moderator -- Jackson Watts
Clerk -- Justin Lawson (Indefinite Term)
Assistant Clerk -- Rick Dement

General Board Members are nominated by their local association. and should be supporters of MO COOP.
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*NOTE: With the best interest of God’s ministry among Missouri Free Will Baptists in mind, we hold that all nominees for
any MOFWB board position should be supportive of Missouri
COOP, state and denominational ministries, as well as local and
state associational meetings. They should prove to be flexible in
dialogue, not impulsive, and well informed of the ministries in
which they are asked to serve. These positions are service oriented and require time and commitment. Furthermore, we ask that
all delegates seriously consider these factors and discuss them
with any nominees prior to the nomination process. We also request that you ask God to give our delegates and elected leaders
wisdom as they lead these important ministries.
To make nominations we suggest the following:
1. Consider the paragraph above, the position, the nominee’s
giftedness and other qualifications
2. Contact the person you would like to nominate and ask
about their willingness to serve in light of the responsibilities
3. Contact one of the following 2020 Nominating Committee
members and submit the nomination:
Gary Mitchener - chairman, Matthew Todd, Roger Hogan,
Russell Johnson, Faron Thebeau, Curtis Dowden

From Our Boards
Christian Education:
“He restores my soul…” These familiar words
are from the 23rd Psalm, a mainstay at funerals and during times of strife. But I was recently
reminded that these words are from a neverchanging, always and forever God. A God who
has called for us to plant ourselves perpetually by
His Word (Psalm 1). A God who promises to
be present in our lives if we allow Him (Psalm
23:4). A God who offers us a relationship beyond
the hope of this world (Psalm 63:3). And He is a
God who wants to refresh us. We live in an overextended, hurry-up-and-get-it-done-so-we-canmove-on-to-the-next-thing kind of a world. But
God tells us we must make time to renew and to
know Him (Psalm 46:10). How are you making
space to allow God to restore your soul?
On that note, I want to encourage our churches
and pastors to send the pastor’s wife to this year’s
MOFWB Minister’s Wives Retreat. Held on

April 17-18 at Cross Pointe Retreat Center

in Rocky Mount, MO, this retreat is a time of
refreshment and renewal for these women who
pour their lives into others. This year’s theme is
“We’ve Got Purse-onality!” and will feature
Casey Pontius as the speaker. You can find
more info at mofwb.com.

We’ve Got

Purse-onality
April 17-18

Ministers’ Wives’
Retreat

Registration & Information
visit MOFWB.COM or contact:
Debbie Webster @ 417-288-2407
Betsy Earls @ 417-733-3929

Registration Fee: $75 (on or before April 2nd)
All attending are asked to bring a gently
used purse you no longer need.
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Retriree
Retreat

M ay
11-13

Senior
Adult
Board

Lodge of the Ozarks,

Branson, Missouri

“Keeping the Faith”

Dr. Eddie Moody

Retreat Cost :

Single $135.00 per person
Double $95.00 per person
Triple $90.00 per person
Quad. $85.00 per person

Chuck Crain

Music by the Lesters

The 2020 Retiree Retreat will be held at the Lodge of the Ozarks in Branson. A $15 deposit per person is
required with registration. Retreat fees cover 2 nights stay, 2 breakfasts & 2 dinners. Attendees will provide their
own lunch on Tuesday. Hotel check-in begins at 2 pm on Monday. Registration payment may be made by check
or cash. (Payable to the MOFWB Sr, Board) After registration if you later find you cannot attend, please let
Bro. Ron know as soon as possible 417-257-9723 or ronblindafb@gmail.com

There will be doorprizes and giveaways!
All PASTORS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND!
Registration Form

MAIL TO: Ron Blanks
9172 County Road 6990
West Plains, MO 65775

(DEADLINE Monday, April 20)

Name __________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________
City _________________________ State _____ Zip__________ Phone # _________________
Church _________________________________ Pastor _______________________________
List All Persons Staying In Room:

T-shirt order must be in by April 20 to ensure you get a shirt.
Shirt Cost $10 for S,M,L or $12 for 2X or $13 for 3X
(circle size and color per person ordering a shirt)

_____________________________________

S

M

L

1X

2X

3X

Red

Blue

Purple

Charcoal

_____________________________________

S

M

L

1X

2X

3X

Red

Blue

Purple

Charcoal

_____________________________________

S
S

M
M

L
L

1X
1X

2X
2X

3X
3X

Red
Red

Blue
Blue

Purple
Purple

Charcoal
Charcoal

_____________________________________

Special needs: ______________________________________________________________________________

Calling all Church
Camp Supporters!!
The Camp Niangua Sponsors from Grace Free Will Baptist Church of Arnold would like to announce
a fundraiser to help Camp Niangua update the grounds with much-needed tables and benches—
and we need your help! A new playground has been installed and now would be a good time to
update the seating areas as well. We are asking each church to join us in this challenge to beautify
our camp. Our plan is to raise funds between January and mid-April, by late April the money will be
in our Camp Board’s hands to add our new tables and benches to the Niangua facility.
We believe with effort, we could raise enough money to have built-to-last, industrial tables and
benches. Our goal is 8-10 tables and 6 benches.

46” Square Outdoor Steel
Picnic Table
Expanded Metal
$720

6 ft. Rectangular Outdoor
Steel Picnic Table
Expanded Metal
$650

6’ Plastic Park Bench
with Backrest
$224

If we would raise enough, there would be the possibility of adding a few small child-sized tables at
the playground, as well as tables that would be handicap-accessible. The possibilities are endless.
It all depends on our willingness to roll up our sleeves and make this happen!
We have set up Facebook and Twitter accounts named “Camp Niangua Fundraiser.” Please
join us by posting your creative fundraising events and efforts so that we can all stay up-to-date on
the progress as we work together to meet this goal.

The deadline will be Wednesday, April 15, 2020.
Please send your donations to: Camp Niangua
						
7627 State Hwy M
Earmark
the funds: tables/benches
						
Niangua, MO 65713

C’mon Missouri! We are the Show-Me State!
Let’s show what we are capable of and raise even more than what is needed for table and benches.
The excess money could go towards updating other parts of the camp!
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MOFWB State
2020 Calendar

Save these dates....
April 3-4

CTS Ministry EXPO held at First FWB Church Farmington

April 6

Audit Committee 9:00 am at the State Office (Auditors and Board Treasurers)

April 17-18

Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat at Cross Pointe Camp & Retreat Center in Rocky Mount, MO

May 11-13

Retirees Retreat at the Lodge of the Ozarks ← NOTE - NEW LOCATION!

June 1-3

MOFWB State Meeting at the Oasis Hotel and Convention Center in Springfield, MO

June 2

MOFWB Women’s Ministry Celebration at the Oasis Convention Center in Springfield, MO

June 8-12

Teen Camp Week 1 at Camp Niangua

June 15-19

Teen Camp Week 2 at Camp Niangua

July 6-10

Pre-Teen Camp Week 1 at Camp Niangua

July 13-17

Pre-Teen Camp Week 2 at Camp Niangua

July 19-22

NAFWB Convention and National Youth Conference in Oklahoma City, OK

Aug. 29

2 Man Scramble for Missions (location to be announced)

Sept. 11-12

MOFWB Women’s Ministry Retreat at the Radisson Hotel, Branson, MO

Oct. 2-3

Marriage Retreat at the Oasis Hotel and Convention Center in Springfield MO

Nov. TBA

E3 Conference Windermere Conference Center in Roach MO

Nov. 2

General Board Meeting at the State Office in Lebanon, MO

All events & additional information, as it becomes available,
can be found on our website at mofwb.com
Feel free to call or e-mail the state office if you have any questions

Church and Association Clerks Please Note: The voting delegates of the National Association of Free Will
Baptists approved a $25 increase in church dues which is
to begin with the reports submitted this year. These dues
assures that each local church is duly recognized and affiliated with the Missouri State and the National Associations of Free Will Baptists. They also provide inclusion
in the National Directory of Free Will Baptist Churches
and confirmation with the Internal Revenue Service (tax
exempt and 501c3 status) of your local church’s affiliation
with the FWB denomination.
NIANGUA CAMPER FEES … Each camper who attends
a session at Niangua Camp pays a $100 fee. This helps
provide everything the camper needs. However, did you
know that the actual cost for each camper for one session is approximately $135.00 each. Who pays the other
$35.00? The answer is, that local churches that support
Missouri Cooperative giving. If your local church does
not support Missouri COOP giving, please talk to your
pastor and leaders and encourage them to begin. Your
campers will appreciate you for it. ~Editor
Want to read the GEM before it’s mailed out? With a
digital subscription you get advance access to each issue.
Best of all, a digital subscription is FREE with any paid
subscription. All you need to do is send us an e-mail
request at mofreewillbaptist@gmail.com, or sign up on
our website at www.mofwb.com. NOTE: Our mailing list
is used solely for Exec. office purposes and will not be given or
sold to any other person or company for any reason.
Would you like to get the latest information about
the NAFWB? Go to www.NAFWB.
org/News and subscribe to the email
newsletter which contains the latest news and information to help
strengthen you and your family. You
might also be interested in the Better
Together broadcast. Watch and listen
to these important interviews that will inform and inspire. To subscribe, go to www.NAFWB.org/podcast. You
can also subscribe on Facebook by going to Better Together
Podcast.
Churches and individual Christians are granted permission to broadcast and use these resources for discipleship and teaching activities.

What is the

?

The World Missions Offering (WMO) is one means of
funding the purpose of the Mission— planting churches
overseas. The National Association of Free Will Baptists
has designated the last Sunday in April for churches
across the denomination to receive a significant offering
for International Missions.
D6 Family Blog-The D6 Family Blog is
intentional about empowering parents,
homes, marriages, leaders, and churches
to live out the story of Deuteronomy 6. The D6 Family
Blog provides resources and encouragement to align the
church and home to accomplish God’s design of generational discipleship. Go to d6family.com/blog/
Did you know you can purchase Randall House Publications/D6 Gifts & Apparel? 1/168 - It is not
enough! On average, only about one hour
a week of intentional discipleship training
happens at church. Purchase this original
black t-shirt which displays the puzzling
fraction causing people to ask, “What
does that fraction mean?” As a friend of
D6, you know what that flawed fraction represents: the 1
hour out of 168 hours in a week spent at church.
You may also order the Raising Tiny
Disciples t-shirt! Wear this super soft
tee as a reminder about passing on
your faith to the little ones in your life
as stated in Deuteronomy 6. This tee is
a best seller!
The country of Nepal will count a third gender in its next
population census. For the first time LGBT people will be
counted as a minority group that can be allocated government jobs and education. Dhundi Raj Lamichane, an official at Nepal’s Central Bureau of Statistics, said Thursday
the national census is planned for summer of 2021 but a
trial will be done next month in selected districts. Citizens will be able to identify themselves as male, female or
other gender.
Is your church doing something interesting in the
ministry? Let us know about it so that we can share it.
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Financial Report
COOP Disbursements
December, 2019 - January, 2020
19% MO Missions......... $31,055.39
22% Gen/Exec.............. $35,958.87
8% Youth Camp............ $13,075.95
2% Youth Ministries........ $3,268.99
2% Christian Education.. $3,268.99
2% Senior Adult Min....... $3,268.99
9% State Retirement..... $14,710.45
3% Show-Me................... $4,903.48
33% Nat’l Ministries....... $47,891.82
Randall U (.1121).............. $6,046.48
Total Disbursed........... $163,449.40

RECEIPTS
COOP
Alton................................. $200.00
Amity................................. $241.70
Aulsbury Chapel............... $466.53
Bailey................................ $587.00
Bailey Chapel................... $343.00
Beacon.......................... $2,170.00
Belton............................... $640.16
Bethe- El Dorado Springs. $194.57
Bethel- Marshfield......... $1,112.15
Black Oak......................... $797.53
Byrd.................................. $250.00
Calvary Chapel.............. $2,019.07
Calvary Fellowship........ $7,680.75
Central........................... $7,061.37
Christ Chapel................. $3,241.00
Copper Mines................ $2,467.21
Cuba.............................. $1,069.00
De Soto 1st.................... $4,340.00
Eastern Gate.................... $509.00
Faith- Fair Grove.............. $464.50
Faith & Hope- Aurora........ $850.00
Farmington 1st.............. $7,160.90
Fellowship..................... $3,400.00
First Day........................ $1,549.73
Fredericktown 1st.......... $1,080.00
Freeman Chapel............ $1,103.00
Good News.................... $1,262.50
Gospel Light..................... $800.00
Grace............................. $3,800.52
Grace Fellowship.............. $700.00
Grace Pointe.................... $975.00
Grant Avenue................. $1,399.62
Hannon.......................... $2,107.00
Happy Home.................... $154.71
Hartville......................... $3,600.00
Hazel Creek................... $2,443.87
Hopewell........................ $2,960.00
Houston 1st................... $1,795.89
Hurryville........................... $712.00
Kings Way........................ $600.00
Koshkonong.................. $1,731.40
Lead Hill........................... $500.10
Leadington..................... $2,656.00
Lebanon 1st................... $4,621.29
Lebanon Green Hills......... $916.18
Liberty - Gatewood........... $203.30
Marshfield......................... $547.03
Mill Creek.......................... $934.60
Mine La Motte................... $198.06
Monett 1st......................... $886.80
Mosaic.............................. $724.89
Mountain Grove 1st....... $6,231.97
Mt. Pisgah........................ $530.00
Neosho 1st.................... $1,337.00
Nevada.......................... $1,788.44

Please note: The amounts listed are for two months,

New Hope......................... $596.00
New Life- Licking........... $1,437.30
Number One....................... $50.00
O’Fallon 1st................... $4,471.53
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove.... $506.64
Oak Hill.......................... $1,077.00
Olivet................................ $453.00
One Accord....................... $928.20
Ozark 1st....................... $8,055.27
Ozark 1st - Heritage Campus.........
$625.10
Parkview........................... $850.00
Pleasant Home................. $355.00
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana... $344.00
Purdy 1st....................... $2,000.00
Rejoice.......................... $1,783.63
Republic........................ $1,153.21
Resolve............................ $200.00
Richwoods 1st.................. $893.00
Rock Chapel.................. $1,599.89
Safe Harbor...................... $225.00
Smyrna............................. $278.00
South Fremont............... $1,600.00
Springfield 1st................ $1,743.00
Stonebridge................... $2,641.43
Thayer........................... $4,561.00
Trinity............................. $2,481.30
Twin Oak....................... $1,469.66
Union.................................. $60.00
Union Light....................... $366.70
United............................ $4,767.14
Unity.............................. $1,200.00
Verdella......................... $1,614.69
Viburnum....................... $1,124.00
Victory- Alton................. $1,819.28
Victory- KC.................... $1,505.20
Waynesville 1st.............. $1,581.00
West Plains 1st.............. $5,259.00
Wilderness........................ $588.89
Willow Springs............... $1,394.00
Wolf Creek..................... $1,675.00
Total......................... $163,449.40
Show-Me Plan
Angela Brown................... $200.00
Beacon............................. $401.00
Belton............................... $350.00
Bethel- El Dorado Spgs Aux. $617.03
Black Oak......................... $360.00
Brent Emmerson.............. $100.00
Bruce Moore..................... $200.00
Byrd.................................... $25.00
Calvary Chapel................... $90.00
Central........................... $1,100.00
Cleo Reeder....................... $60.00
Copper Mines................... $450.00
Cuba................................. $234.00
De Soto 1st.................... $2,035.00
Eastern Gate WAC............. $20.00
Farmington 1st................. $935.00
Fellowship........................ $390.00
Fredericktown 1st............. $235.00
Freeman Chapel............ $1,440.00
Gary Tune........................... $96.80
Grace................................ $978.00
Grant Avenue...................... $27.00
Happy Hill......................... $180.00
Hartville............................ $320.00
Hopewell............................. $76.04
Hopewell WAC................... $50.00
Jerry Rader......................... $40.00
Jones Chapel................... $300.00
Josh Provow..................... $100.00
Leadington........................ $751.00
Lebanon 1st...................... $669.92
Lebanon Green Hills......... $274.86
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Macedonia - Purdy........ $8,010.00
Marshall Aux..................... $649.17
Mill Creek.......................... $140.00
Mine La Motte................... $198.86
MOFWB COOP............. $4,903.49
Mosaic................................ $50.00
Mountain Grove 1st....... $2,258.06
Mountain Grove 1st AUX.. $100.00
Mt. Pisgah WAC................. $70.00
Mt. Zion- “Cuba”............... $160.00
Mt. Zion- Thayer................. $60.00
Myrtle................................ $353.49
Neosho 1st....................... $450.00
New Hope......................... $400.00
Number One..................... $120.00
O’Fallon 1st................... $3,673.64
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove.... $125.00
Oak Hill............................... $55.00
Olivet................................ $300.00
Ozark 1st.......................... $200.00
Ozark 1st - Heritage ........ $200.00
Parkview............................. $10.00
Pleasant Home................. $400.00
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana... $140.00
Porter Chapel................ $1,418.06
Purdy 1st.......................... $825.00
Rejoice............................... $55.00
Republic........................... $180.00
Resolve............................ $200.00
Richwoods 1st.................. $182.00
Rock Chapel..................... $444.20
Rodney Bunton.............. $1,000.00
Ruth Richardson................. $47.94
South Fremont.................. $150.00
Southeast Association... $1,497.50
Springfield 1st................... $600.00
Springfield 1st WAC......... $210.00
Stan Bunch....................... $300.00
Stonebridge...................... $330.00
Thayer........................... $1,503.00
Trinity................................ $235.00
Trisa Johnson..................... $23.97
Twin Oak Auxiliary.............. $55.00
Union.................................. $45.00
Union Light.................... $1,050.00
United............................... $950.00
Unity................................. $490.00
Verdella......................... $1,614.69
Viburnum.......................... $120.00
Vicki Jones....................... $300.00
Victory- KC....................... $361.04
Virginia Bunton................. $600.00
Waynesville 1st.............. $1,123.25
West Plains 1st................. $377.00
West Plains 1st WNAC..... $169.07
Willow Springs.................. $455.00
Wolf Creek........................ $400.00
Total............................ $53,444.08
Missouri Missions
Alden Redfield.................... $50.00
Brant Simpkins................. $400.00
Calvary Fellowship........ $5,150.00
Craig Cromer.................... $325.00
Cuba................................... $93.60
Cuba Women’s Aux.......... $274.00
De Soto 1st....................... $230.00
Debbie Harper.................... $50.00
Farmington 1st..................... $5.00
Grace................................ $245.00
Hartville............................ $200.00
Jodie Stigall........................ $10.00
Loretta Minney.................... $50.00
Luke Boyer....................... $100.00
Mosaic.............................. $370.00
Oliver Adamson................ $100.00

Ozark 1st............................ $20.00
Ozark 1st - Heritage ........ $200.00
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana..... $50.00
Rebecca Falls................... $664.00
Republic............................. $50.00
Rock Chapel....................... $64.25
Rusty Doss....................... $400.00
Ryan Akers....................... $100.00
Scott Keith........................ $100.00
Springfield 1st WAC......... $150.00
Thayer................................ $25.00
Twin Oak Auxiliary.............. $10.00
William Moore..................... $50.00
Total.............................. $9,535.85
North American Missions
Belton............................... $474.01
Christ Chapel.................... $305.00
Copper Mines................... $325.00
Cuba................................... $46.80
De Soto 1st.................... $1,475.00
Farmington 1st................... $65.00
Grace................................ $385.00
Grant Avenue...................... $50.00
Hopewell WAC................. $100.00
Houston 1st...................... $205.00
Lebanon 1st...................... $300.00
Loretta Minney.................... $50.00
Mountain Grove 1st.......... $550.00
Mt. Pisgah WAC............... $300.00
Neosho 1st......................... $20.00
Nevada............................. $394.00
New Testament................... $20.00
O’Fallon 1st...................... $110.00
Ozark 1st....................... $1,842.00
South Fremont.................. $175.00
Southeast Association... $1,467.50
Trinity................................ $180.00
Twin Oak Auxiliary.............. $30.00
Union Light....................... $480.00
Union Light WAC.............. $175.00
Victory- KC......................... $20.00
Waynesville 1st................. $200.00
West Plains 1st.............. $2,547.00
Total............................ $12,291.31
International Missions
Beacon............................... $30.00
Bethel- El Dorado Spgs Aux. $400.00
Bethel- Marshfield......... $6,000.00
Bruce Moore....................... $40.00
Calvary Fellowship........... $950.00
Cash.............................. $1,426.00
Central........................... $3,179.95
Central Western Assoc..... $200.00
Christ Chapel.................... $180.00
Copper Mines................ $1,200.00
Cuba................................... $93.60
De Soto 1st....................... $260.00
Fellowship..................... $1,815.00
Fredericktown 1st............. $270.00
Gospel Light.................. $2,000.00
Gospel Light SS............... $141.09
Grace............................. $2,967.00
Grant Avenue...................... $40.00
Hartville............................ $400.00
Hopewell WAC................. $200.00
Houston 1st................... $1,355.81
Jones Chapel................... $225.00
Lebanon 1st...................... $275.00
Mosaic.............................. $100.00
Mountain Grove 1st....... $3,495.00
Mountain Grove 1st AUX.. $100.00
Mt. Pisgah WAC................. $50.00
New Hope......................... $100.00
New Life- Licking.............. $421.00

Oak Hill............................... $50.00
Ozark 1st.......................... $100.00
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana... $100.00
Rejoice............................. $955.00
Second Free Will.............. $200.00
South Fremont.................. $358.00
Southeast Association........ $90.00
Stonebridge........................ $15.00
Thayer......................... $10,000.00
Trinity.................................. $30.00
Twin Oak Auxiliary.............. $50.00
Union Light....................... $225.00
Union Light WAC................ $75.00
Verdella............................ $700.00
Vernon Gunnels............. $1,000.00
Victory- KC....................... $266.26
Waynesville 1st................. $604.00
West Plains 1st................. $250.00
Willow Springs.................. $143.89
Total............................ $43,126.60

DESIGNATED
Berea Ministries
Southeast Association........ $45.00
Total................................... $45.00
Ch-TN
Belton................................. $60.00
Bruce Moore....................... $40.00
De Soto 1st....................... $733.75
Fredericktown 1st............. $100.00
Good News....................... $100.00
Grace.................................. $93.00
Hartville............................ $100.00
Myrtle................................ $153.49
Union Light....................... $273.61
Unity................................. $200.00
Waynesville 1st................. $611.00
Total.............................. $2,464.85

Florence Crittenton Home - AR
Thayer.............................. $141.00
Total................................. $141.00
Getsemani CH
Marshfield........................... $50.00
Total................................... $50.00
Issachar Center
Verdella.............................$322.94
Total................................. $322.94
MO FWB CE Board
Bruce Moore..................... $100.00
Total................................. $100.00
MO FWB Senior Adult Board
Bruce Moore..................... $100.00
Total................................. $100.00
MO FWB Youth Ministries Board
Bruce Moore..................... $100.00
Total................................. $100.00
Rainbow Ministries
Mountain Grove 1st ........ $170.00
Total................................. $170.00
Randall U
Beacon............................... $60.00
Fellowship.......................... $80.00
Mountain Grove 1st.......... $515.00
Thayer.............................. $200.00
West Plains 1st................. $250.00
Total.............................. $1,105.00
Victor Torrez
United- Youth Group......... $200.00
Total................................. $200.00

Welch College
Beacon............................... $60.00
De Soto 1st....................... $120.00
Farmington 1st................. $200.00
Mountain Grove 1st.......... $495.00
Olivet.................................. $75.00
Thayer.............................. $200.00
West Plains 1st................. $250.00
Total.............................. $1,400.00
WNAC
Twin Oak Auxiliary.............. $10.00
Total................................... $10.00
Youth Camp
De Soto 1st........................ $80.00
Hartville............................ $100.00
Mountain Grove 1st.......... $150.00
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $15.00
Myrtle.................................. $71.10
Ozark 1st............................ $20.00
Rock Chapel..................... $135.50
Thayer.............................. $200.00
Trinity.................................. $45.00
Union.................................. $30.00
West Plains 1st................... $50.00
Willow Springs.................. $150.00
Total.............................. $1,046.60
Youth Camp Develpment
De Soto 1st......................... $80.00
Oak Hill............................... $55.00
Verdella............................ $484.40
Total................................. $619.40

Thank you

for supporting
FWB ministries!

A Thank You From MOFWB!
The Missouri Free Will Baptist Executive Department thanks your church for
purchasing your insurance through Brotherhood Mutual. The Loomis Insurance
Agency continues to provide good service to the churches of our state association.
There are many benefits to choosing Brotherhood as your insurance provider. They
provide counsel and guidance regarding security, safety, legal issues as well as a
wealth of other information on their website www.brotherhoodmutual.com When
you use Brotherhood Mutual as your insurance provider you are blessing the ministries of our state association through a partnership check which we receive. Thank
you for choosing Brotherhood Mutual. Visit their booth at the state convention in
June or contact Aaron or Gene Loomis at 417-881-1661 or 800-743-7205

Available
Churches
Pleasant Ridge
Alton, MO
Contact: Glenn Booker
417-270-0994
Trinity
Bridgeton, MO
Contact: Harold Bailey
314-291-1710
or 314-494-9868

Available for
Fill-In
Howard Anderson
Norwood, MO
417-926-1514
Mason Anderson
Purdy, MO
417-393-0713
Jack Brown
Kansas City, MO
816-267-0550
Larry Bodine
De Soto, MO
573-218-2398 or
573-358-0411
Ed Fields
Cuba, MO
573-368-0746
Keith Garrison
Springfield, MO
417-860-0294
Vernon Long
Pilot Knob
573-576-4343
Scott McCully
Joplin, MO
417-236-4382
Gary Parker
Desloge, MO
314-740-4444
Jim Parker
Farmington, MO
573-450-1323
Lindell Richardson
Desloge, MO
573-366-1850
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Family Faith Talks 100 Discipleship Activities and
Conversations Starters

Family Faith Talks is filled with over 100 practical ways
to talk with children about God—there are game ideas, questions to ask, Bible verses to read, and prayers to
pray. Read through the book and find simple ideas to
help you include God in your everyday activities.
About the Author: Sandy Atwood loves working with
children! She has worked in children’s ministry since
she was 12 years old. Currently, she teaches children at
the church she and her husband, Richard, are planting
in Mount Juliet, Tennessee. Sandy writes the upper elementary D6 curriculum. She is a mom to four adult children and a grandmother of
two adorable little ones. Sandy enjoys traveling, playing the piano, reading, and finding a good bargain.

