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A Good Church is a Healthy Church
In our last issue we introduced a 
challenge for prayer and fasting in 
our churches.  More information 
can be found on our state website, 
www.mofwb.org.  One of the char-
acteristics of a healthy church is a 
practice of spiritual disciplines such 
as consistent and serious prayer 
times and fasting.  

As I think about the title above, a 
question comes to mind.  “What 
do we mean when we say that a 
church is a ‘GOOD’ church?”  Most 
likely we mean that they do some-
thing that aligns with my experi-
ence.  That is, they probably do 
church the way I like it being done.  
The important question however is 
this; does that local church align 
with the biblical characteristics of a 
healthy congregation?  Personally, 
I may think it is a “good, healthy’ 
church when in reality it may not be 
totaly biblical in its approach to min-
istry.  What makes a church a good, 
healthy church?

In his book, “What is a healthy 
church?” Mark Dever, pastor of 
Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Wash-
ington DC, mentions expository 
preaching as one essential mark of 
a healthy congregation.   An honest 
observation is that most FWB pas-
tors are not expositors of the Word.  
We tend to be more topical and 
extemporaneous in our preaching 
style.  The point is not style but that 
our preaching and teaching should 
be biblically based and con-textual-
ly accurate.  Being informed

and reading good books is very im-
portant.  However, spending time 
studying and “rightly dividing” the 
scriptures is paramount.  A well 
fed congregation is a congregation 
that receives spiritual meat from 
teachers and preachers who have 
spent time before God in prayer 
and Bible study.  Stephen Macchia, 
president of Leadership Transfor-

mations, says in his book “Becom-
ing a Healthy Church, 10 Traits of 
Vital Ministry,” “…the scriptures 
and prayer are the bedrock of our 
existence as Christ followers, yes-
terday, today, and forever.”  He 
also cites a recent survey of 1,899 
Christians who strongly agreed that 
local churches should “be prayer-
ful in all aspects of church life and 
ministry” as well as be “reliant upon 
God’s power and the authority of 
His Word.”  

Free Will Baptists hold a strong po-
sition on the inspiration and author-

ity of scripture. (see GEM Tidbits in 
this issue)  Church programs along 
with music and singing have an 
important role which can motivate, 
minister and touch our emotions.  
Church activities can involve those 
who might be on the fringe.  These 
however, all of which are positive, 
cannot and must not take the place 
of sincere prayer coupled with Bibli-
cal teaching and preaching!  Is our 
church “healthy” when we can draw 
more of our crowd for a “Gospel 
Concert” than we can for a “Gospel 
Sermon,” or when a special mis-
sions service or an evening
of prayer and fasting for the lost in 
our community is attended by an al-
most embarrassingly small crowd?  
Being a healthy church requires 
deliberate and constant attention to 
the essentials as well as personal 
discipline.

I believe that we as Missouri FWB 
want our churches to be healthy.  
Two areas where we can maintain 
or begin to regain church health are 
regular, fervent prayer along with 
Biblical preaching and teaching.

My brothers and sisters, make plans 
to send your pastor to the Tri-State 
Minister & Leaders retreat, October 
4-5 in Spingdale, Arkansas.  The 
topic will be “Church Revitalization 
and Health”  Contact our State Ex-
ecutive Office for more details.  

We look forward to seeing you at 
our Missouri State Free Will Baptist  
“Centennial Celebration”, June 3-5.
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Missouri Show-Me Missions

We know Jesus loves kids, “Let the little children 
come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.”  And, we know that Je-
sus uses them as an example when teaching on 
faith. So why does it still amaze me when I read 
about a child doing what Jesus told us comes 
natural to them? 

Look at this post Jenna Altom put on Facebook 
when she needed to be in the Emergency Room 
recently and how 23 month old Paxton handled it.   

 This weekend, as Nate and I were in the ER 
awaiting news, my parents kept Paxton for us. 
My parents told us that Paxton was actively play-
ing, suddenly stopped and stood against the 
wall. Bowing his head he said, “Jesus, pray for 
Mommy. Amen.” Then he went back to playing. 
About 10 minutes or so, he stood against the wall 
and prayed for me again. They said he did that at 
least a dozen times. I’m so thankful for my baby. 
I know Jesus heard the prayers of his innocent, 
little heart.

The result was that Jesus did help Paxton’s 
mommy. The story also shows that Nate and 
Jenna have been faithful in teaching their son to 
pray. So, knowing that there are many parents 
out there that are teaching their sons and daugh-
ters to pray and also myself being reminded once 
again that children have the ability to speak to 
Jesus without any lack of faith, I would like to ask 
you to do something. Would you give the kids in 
your life a Prayer Card and ask them to pray for 
that missionary? Paxton wasn’t quite two when 

he prayed for his mommy, so don’t hold back the 
little ones.  If they are old enough to not eat the 
Prayer Card, then maybe you could let them hold 
it and pray for them on occasion?     

I know that you will need to remind them regu-
larly, and probably you will need to resupply the 
prayer card on occasion, but I also know that 
when you do have your prayer time, they con-
nect with God.  

Thank you mom and dad for developing a new 
generation of prayer warriors that will help us, 
“Reach as many as possible, in as many places 
as possible, as quickly as possible.” 

Darius and Jennifer Wentz, along with their son Jamin, 
recently joined our Missouri State Missions team as 
church planters to the Osage Beach area of  central 
Missouri, pastoring at ClearPoint Bible Fellowship. 
The Wentz family came to the State Missions team af-
ter pastoring several years in Cape Girardeau. 

Life and Family information
I was Born in Fremont, CA (The Bay Area) but raised 
in Troy, MO.  Jennifer was born and raised in Califor-
nia.We have one son Jamin.  He will be 5 on March 
28th.  He is a good kid and is very gifted in athletics 
especially martial arts.  We hope that gift expands to 
school work soon!  Our birthdates- Darius:  Dec. 31.  
Jennifer:  May 9th.  Jamin:  March 28th.

Education
I have a Bachelor’s degree in Bible and Christian Min-
istry from California Christian College.  Master of  
Arts in Religion from Liberty University.  Also sev-
eral college credits in police chaplaincy training.  And 
I have a Diploma from broadcasting school as well.

Hobbies
I love Motorcycling, reading (especially books on min-
istry and theology as well as books on W.W. II and the 
Civil War.)  I enjoy watching boxing and UFC/MMA 
(mixed martial arts).  I don’t have a favorite football or 
baseball team anymore but for many, many years I liked 
the San Francisco 49ers since I’m from the Bay Area 
and got to meet Joe Montana when I was 11 years old 
and still have a football he signed for me.  Jennifer also 
loves (I can’t stress that word enough) to read and the 
“only” football team she will watch are the 49ers as she 
was born and raised in CA.  She also rides motorcycles 
but her bike is not running currently.

Salvation Experience
It was March of  1995.  I was working in radio at the 
time.  Scott Cheatham and Steve Loveless who both 
attended the Farmington FWB came by my house and 
led me to the Lord at a very low time in my life.  I will 
not get into it here but I nearly lost my life due to the 
choices I was making.  I worked with Scott in radio 
and had watched him closely for 3 years.  He showed 
me Christ daily and I often would often give him a 
hard time about being a Christian.  We were friends 
but that didn’t stop me from picking at him.  After re-
ceiving Christ I of  course was baptized and then be-
gan growing in my faith through the church’s disciple-
ship program.  Eight months later I answered the call 
to preach.

What about ministry excites you as a couple?  
Meeting people and leading them to a relationship 
with Christ and then discipling them so they can grow 
in their walk with God.

What difference can your presence in the area make?  
This is a growing area and a great place to start a 
church.We believe both Free Will Baptists and the 
community will be served well with a vibrant evan-
gelical church here.  And that is our goal.

Who has had a positive impact on your life and why?  
They’ve already been mentioned but Scott Cheatham 
and Steve Loveless impacted my life greatly in lead-
ing me to Christ.  I must also mention the two pastors 
that I’ve had, Brother Roger Hogan and Brother Jim 
McAllister.  Brother Roger helped me grow in Christ 
and spent a lot of  time with me as a new Christian.  
He also helped me prayerfully choose where to go to 
Bible College when I answered the call to preach.  And 
since I’ve been back in MO he has been a great en-
couragement to me and continues to be.  Brother Jim 
was my pastor for a number of  years in CA and was 
the president of  the Bible College I attended (CCC).  I 
never lacked for guidance nor opportunity for minis-
try at the college or the church under his ministry.  I 
was also on staff  at Harmony FWB Church in Fresno, 
CA where he pastored prior to my pastoring at Farm-
ersville, CA.  I have learned a lot from both men and 
expect I will continue to do so.  I am indebted to these 
great men of  God.  One other person I would like to 
mention (though I could mention many others) is my 
wife Jennifer.  When I almost lost my life in 1995 she 
was fighting for hers as she had a tumor in her heart.  
Praise God we both lived.  I have never met a woman 
with greater faith nor devotion to God than my wife.  
If  it were not for Jennifer I would not be where I am at 
today.  She is truly a gift from God

What is your vision for your ministry?  
To make white-hot worshipers of  the Lord Jesus 
Christ through evangelism and discipleship.  It is with 
great urgency that we do this as the Lord Jesus Christ 
is coming soon to judge the world in righteousness 
and this world is in desperate need of  the Savior.  Our 
culture is in shambles and we have the answer! And we 
are commissioned and commanded to give it.

Any other info you would like to share…
I have pastored two churches full time and been on 
staff  part time at one other.  I also spent five years as a 
police chaplain in CA while pastoring at Farmersville.

Pastors and Missionaries of Missouri
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A Christmas Day Well Spent
The Trinity Free Will Baptist Church shares the love of Je-
sus Christ on Christmas day.  Many in the church gave up 
their Christmas day to serve others in a giving way.  More 
than 40 volunteers from the church, the community and 
other churches came together to feed the homeless, un-
employed and anyone else who needed a place to go on 
Christmas day.  150+ men, women, boys and girls were 
served. 

The menu consisted of turkey, ham, chicken & all the trim-
mings with a variety of desserts.   

The PAKT center came by with a van load of toys for the 
boys and girls.  Each child got to pick out 1 toy and 2 stuffed 
animals.  

What a good day and a good way to celebrate the birth of 
the Savior of the world.  God only knows of the good that 
will come from serving the people that day. I believe that 
God was glorified throughout the day and the love of Jesus 
Christ was shared to all who came. 

Thanks to Trinity and everyone who took part in making 
this day comes about.  God bless you all!  

Trinity Free Will Baptist Church started the new year out 
right with 3 baptisms on January 27th during the morning 
worship service. 
 
What a blessing it is to see people following the LORD in 
Water Baptism.  I hope that this is just the beginning of 
many Baptismal Services in 2013.
 
The church is looking forward to a great new year in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Please pray for Trinity Free Will Baptist 
Church as we endeavor to bring glory and honor to His 
Holy name.  

Starting the New Year Right
Pictured: LaToya Boyd, PastorDale Cochran Bill & Cam Nolte

First FWB Church 
of Ozark 

Annual Men’s Rally
Friday April 26, 2013

Dinner at 5:30 & Service at 6:45

This year’s speaker will be 
John Williams.

Casual Dress
For more information call 417-581-5246

Amity Baptizes Two at Kilburn Bridge

Mountain Grove Debt Free

Kyle Shelter, saved and joined the church Sunday 
March 25, 2012, baptized April 4 2012.  Pictured: J.W. 
O’Neal, Kyle, Joshua O’Neal and Rick O’Neal 

Heather O’Neal was saved on September 23, 2012 at 
their  revival. Bro. Craig Perry preaching.  She was bap-
tized on September 11, 2012.  Pictured: J. W. O’Neal, 
Heather and her Husband Jordan O’Neal

Trinity FWB Church News

A Military Hero speaks at 
             Seymour Freewill Baptist Church
On November 18, 2012 a military hero, Anthony Smith was the featured speaker at Seymour Freewill Baptist church.  
Anthony shared his amazing story of survival and his testimony of God’s love.

On April 24, 2004, Anthony was stationed in Iraq with the Army’s 1st Cavalry as a logistics officer near Baghdad when 
he was struck by a rocket-propelled grenade during an attack from the insurgents.  When the medics reached him he 
was declared dead and placed in a body bag.  Several hours later, a fellow 
soldier noticed he was alive.  Since then he has undergone more than 30 
surgical procedures.  

Anthony travels the United States sharing his testimony and ministering 
his faith in the plan that God has for all of us.  One of the purposes of his 
message is to make disabled people know that life isn’t over because you 
have injuries. Since his injuries, Anthony has completed several triathlons 
and earned his black belt in karate.  

Anthony’s inspirational message has been heard all over the United States 
and we are grateful that we were able to hear his message at Seymour.

The people of 1st FWB Mtn. Grove MO have been giving and praying that the loans taken 
out in September of 2007 and another in April 2008 totalling $147.000.00 could be paid off by 
the end of the 2012 year.  As you can see in the photo the Lord blessed the prayers and the 
generous gifts.  Praise God we're debt free!
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I Believe in Easter  Rev. Jim McAlister

“Saying, ‘The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.’”
                                                                                - Luke 24:34

These powerful words were spoken by the two men who had, while walking toward Emmaus, been joined by an 
unrecognized Jesus Christ.  He had walked and talked with them for quite some time before entering with them 
to bless and break bread with them, open their eyes, and reveal himself, then vanish.  Then they turned around 
and returned to Jerusalem.

There, in Jerusalem, they met with the eleven and reported the words of our text to the other disciples.  As they 
were talking, suddenly Jesus appeared to them and verse 37 tells us they were terrified, thinking they had seen 
a spirit.

These two men uttered words of faith when they told the eleven “ the Lord is risen indeed.”  They were proposing 
that the eleven believe that Christ had really and truly arisen.  And then Jesus appeared and verified it.

Here is a challenge given by two “unknowns” who believed, to eleven “knowns” who had been with Christ for 
three years.  Here’s the challenge for all of us and it’s simple but profound!  To believe in Easter.
   1. To believe in Easter is to believe in a triumphant God.  Not only does this God create everything that is and  
        was, but He restores what has died, back to full eternal life.
   2. To believe in Easter is to believe that this teacher of Galilee who was rejected, betrayed and crucified has 
        been resurrected to eternal life, and as we accept and believe that miraculous fact we receive spiritual power.  
      The apostle Paul called it the power of the resurrection.
   3. To believe in Easter is to hear.  We hear the good news about God and man.
        a. Man can be saved.  That’s why we have the church.
        b. Man is brought to newness of life through believing on Jesus.
        c. Man is promised eternal life through the saving power of Jesus.   
        d. Man who believes in Christ as Savior and Lord and lives in a new kind of reality: “Old things are passed       
            away, behold all things are become new.”

Dr. Wehner Von Braun, eminent scientist once said, “Many people seem to feel that science has somehow made 
religious ideas untimely or old fashioned.  But, I think science has a real surprise for the skeptics.  Science tells 
us that “nothing in nature...can disappear without a trace...”

Doesn’t it appear that this fact applies to the human soul?  I think it 
does.  This all serves to strengthen my belief in the continuity 
of our spiritual existence after death.

The two men of Emmaus proclaimed “Believing He’s 
Alive,” opening a world of realities, all to the glory of 
God.  

Rev. Jim McAlister is currently serving an advi-
sory and administrative ministry in the Ozark FWB 
Church, after having served previously in Missouri 
and California as pastor, church planter, and College 
President.  

Help him hear
the Gospel.
Give to the 2013

WORLD MISSIONS OFFERING

SUNDAY, APRIL 28

Free Will Baptist International Missions
www.fwbgo.com  •  877-767-7736

Fome the Cradle to
the Cross & Beyond
May 7, 2013 @ 9:30-12:30

State Office, Lebanon, MO
Speakers: 

Doug Earls & Mark Elliot
Each participant will receive materials, 
a DVD with sermon outlines and Power-

Point helps.  Lunch will be provided.

ALL  Attending MUST pre-register.
Call: 866-532-6537 or 

Online @ www.mofwb.org

NO COST
 

This se
minar

is FREE

Executive Retreat
The Missouri State FWB Executive Committee met January 27-
28.   The committee heard reports from Dennis Jones, Lebanon 
Bible and Bookstore manager, and Stan Bunch, Missouri State 
FWB Executive Director.  Time was spent discussing goals and 
vision for the future, budgets, and preparation for our 100 year 
centennial celebration during the June 3-5 State FWB Convention 
in Springfield. 

GRADUATION 2012: I guess in some ways we do enjoy the best of both 
places. On December 1, 2012 we were thrilled to have a part in the third 
graduation at the Panama Free Will Baptist Seminary. Two young ladies 
joined seven others who have graduated from the three year program. All 
nine are now active in ministry either as pastors, missionaries, pastors’ 
wives and children’s worker. Three other students received their one year 
Bible diploma and 12 students received certificates for completion of the 
nine-month Bible course taught one Saturday a month.  

On January 2, Judy had surgery on her Achilles tendon. After almost six weeks in a cast with no weight bearing, she 
is anxious for Monday, February 11 to arrive. That is when the cast is removed and she begins therapy. The surgery 
has slowed her down, but she does get around with a walker and wheelchair. 

Lytle Hylites
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Would You Help Us?

Please rank the following:
(1) Strongly Disagree   (2) Disagree   

(3) Somewhat Agree   (4) Agree   (5) Strongly Agree

In an effort to improve the quality of the GEM we would like 
to ask for your input.  Please fill out the questions, cut this 
column out and mail it to us or complete the survey online at 
our state web site www.mofwb.org   

What do you read/look at when you first pick up the GEM?
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

The GEM is informative

I would like to read more helpful articles
(ideas for teachers, missions, youth, etc) 

I would like more local church news.

The local church news and photos help me

Seeing the financilasCOOP receipts is 
important

I would prefer to read the GEM online

I am excited when the GEM arrives

I believe the cost of the GEM is fair

How can we best improve the quality of the GEM?
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Something I would change about the GEM is …
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Personal Info:  (Please place an “X” beside all that apply)

I am a:   Minister___      Minister’s wife ___       Deacon___  
              Sunday School Teacher___       Church Member___

The location of my church is:    Urban___       Rural___
 
My age is between:  
       20-35 ___  36-45 ___ 46-55___  56-65 ___  66 or older ___

MAIL TO: 
MOFWB. PO BOX 991, LEBANON, MO  65536

****Your Name is Not Required****

and women.  This is the idea that was 
being presented.  The same idea is also 
presented in 1 Corinthians 6:9 where it 
is stated that the “effeminate” and “abus-
ers of themselves with mankind (homo-
sexuals) shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God.  Now, the interesting observation I 
want to point out in 1 Corinthians 11:16 
is the way it points out God’s definition of 
those who refuse to comply with his mor-
al codes and standards.  It states, “But if 
any man seem to be contentious, we have 
no such custom, neither the churches of 
God.”  The word “contentious” (Greek 
PHILONEIKOS) signifies an eagerness to 
contend or being just plain “stubborn. “  
We should remember that in 1 Samuel 
15:23 God said, “For rebellion is as the 
sin of witchcraft, and stubborness is as 
iniquity and idolatry.  Because thou has 
rejected the word of the Lord, he hath 
also rejected thee from being king.”
    It all boils down to this: We can follow 
the guidelines of cultural moral codes and 
standards and be accepeted by our peers 
without friction and ridicule, and be re-
jected by God.  Or, we can follow God’s 
Biblical moral codes and standards and 
be rejected by our peers and ridiculed, 
and be accepted by God. The choice is our 
own.  It can not be legislated, forced upon 
us, or even be complied with out of fear, 
but is strictly a volunteer action from 
our hearts, born out of a sincere desire 
to please our God because of our love and 
respect for Him. 

A r t i c l e  T a k e n 
f r o m  t h e 

F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 4 
i s s u e  o f  t h e 

G e m  M a g a z i n e .  
S u b m i t t e d  b y 

K e i t h  G a r r i s o n . .
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The MO State Association of 
Free Will Baptists

will be celebrating our

100th
Anniversary

If you have a historical items of interest you could 
loan us for our celebration or items you wish to 

donate to our State Archives, contact the Centennial 
Celebration Committee Chairman, Keith Garrison at 

1-417-882-1429.

or talk to any of the committee members:
               Nathan Ruble      Ken Simpson
               Steve Reeves        Kevin Williford

100th 
Annual Session 

of the

RAMADA OASIS 
CONVENTION CENTER

2546 North Glenstone 
Springfield, MO 65803 

June 3-5, 2013

Missouri State Association
of Free Will Baptists

This years speakers include:
    Rev. Clarence Burton
    Rev. Nathan Ruble
    Rev. Stanley Bunch
    Rev. Keith Burden

Includes:
MOWAC Convention  June 4

Come Celebrate:
Our Past & Our Future

In 2013, Missouri Free Will Baptists will commemorate their Centennial 
Year with a book to highlight it’s history and on-
going ministry for Jesus Christ. From the pio-
neer spirit to the present day vision, this book 
will reflect the history and advancement of Free 
Will Baptists in Missouri.

This book will be a permanent part of our heritage and represent a 
foundation for our future as we labor for God’s Kingdom.

Rev. Keith Garrison will be the general editor.  Working closely with 
individuals around the state, Bro. Keith will research, write and edit this 
book to provide a showcase of Missouri Free Will Baptist History.

Contact Information:
Rev. Keith Garrison

(417)860-0294
keithg@mofwb.org

History Book in the Works

Pre-register online beginning May 1st at
www.mofwb.org
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Ministry Gems
News Tidbits from Around the State

Are you doing something 
interesting in the ministry?  

Let us know about it so 
that we can share it.   

Send interesting tidbits to 
stan@mofwb.org

Although regular services hadn’t started yet in Osage 
Beach, Darius Wentz was able to lead two people to the 
Lord the last of January. 

Fermin Sanchez continues to look for a larger facility to 
hold services in the Monett area. 

Keystone FWB in Greensburg, PA has surpassed the 
over 60 in regular attendance milestone. Pastor Nate Al-
tom says the next goal is 100 in regular attendance. 

Bud and Ruth Bivens continue to serve in Mexico while 
violence escalates there. They have two building projects 
going, as well as, serving in the Altamira Seminary and 
helping at the Getsemani Children’s Home. 

The church plant in Svishtov, Bulgaria continues to grow. 
The Awtry and Postelwaite Families are seeing results for 
their efforts there. 

There are currently six international missionary fami-
lies who are expecting babies. Pray for strength for  these 
moms as they receive this blessing from the Lord. 

The United FWB Church of West Plains celebrated a 
unique Christmas Program.  “IT’S ALL ABOUT THE BABY” 
was the title”   Not ONE word would be spoken.  The old 
and new songs would bring the spoken word.  That meant 
the songs had to be very correct.  The songs would tell 
the story as the play was acted out.  The play was written 
and directed by a member of the church.   The produc-
tion involved several other members of the church as well.  
Contact Linda Barton if you are interested in knowing how 
you can use the play in your church.

“Let’s Pray”… A creative Sunday School teacher from the 
Freeman Chapel encouraged the older adults to meet 
and pray with a member of the youth group.  The young 
and older prayer partners meet before Sunday School to 
sing praises, share requests, quote Bible verses & pray.  
Some of the young ones were hesitant to pray at first but 
the more mature adults have helped them learn and are 
mentoring them.  Thank you Neta Maggart for this great 
idea which brings two or three generations together in the 
Lord. 

COOP receipts were up $86.01 in 2012.  This is the first 
increase since 2008.  Praise God.

First Free Will Baptist in Lebanon saw two young ladies 
saved on February 10, 2013.  

Welch College Launches New Website
Welch College launched its new website on Tuesday, January 15, to replace the former “fwbbc.edu” url. The new 
site combines aesthetics with easy-to-navigate menus and will be the hub for all things Welch College. The new site 
can be found at www.welch.edu. 

President’s / Provost’s List.
The fall 2012 semester at Welch College ended with 106 students receiving 
academic recognition, according to Provost Greg Ketteman. Twenty-nine stu-
dents made all A’s and were placed on the President’s List—nine seniors, six 
juniors, seven sophomores, and seven freshmen. Seventy-seven students 
earned a B average or higher and were placed on the Provost’s (formerly 
Dean’s) list—12 seniors, 14 juniors, 27 sophomores, and 24 freshmen. 

Provost’s List: “B” Honor Roll
Fry, Katy (MO)

Kyburz, Richie (MO)

President’s List: “A” Honor Roll
Hovis, Bethany (Jr.) MO

Missouri Students

 MOWAC Scholarship Offered
Application deadline is May 15th.  Directions for applying can be 
found at http://www.mofwb.org/#/ministries/womens-ministries

“Secrets of an Exceptional Leader”

April 4, 2013  n  9:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Cost: $29

Use the link, www.hc.edu/toler-missouri, or scan
the code to the left for a special rate of $19.

 

3701 s. I-35 service Road, Moore, oK 73160
Barber Auditorium

Questions or for phone registration, call 
405-912-9015

Free Will Baptist College

Stan Toler Institute of Ethical Leadership – Pastor’s Day 2013

Belton Free Will Baptist Church recently helped spon-
sor Teddy Foundopoulos on a mission trip to the Philip-
pines.   Free Will Baptists partnered with General Baptists 
in disaster relief in the wake of Typhoon Pablo that hit 
in early December.  The team helped rebuild churches, 
treated around 2500 medically and saw 45 salvations.  
Teddy reports that it was a life-changing experience.

Stephanie Mark (Central- KC) , David Beltz, Steve Ab-
ercrombie, Randy Boggs, and Stanley Bunch (all from 
Calvary Chapel- Buffalo) recently returned from a Hanna 
Project in Chitre, Panama.  They worked for one week 
razing block walls and pouring concrete for a new church 
plant led by the Good News FWB Church in Chitre.  Part 
of the ministry is the “Children’s Hope Center.”

What we believe about The Bible – God used holy men 
to write the Scriptures. They are, in both the Old and New 
Testaments, the very words God intended us to have. 
They are, as given by God, without error and are our only 
rule of faith and practice. We profit from them by learning 
the truth about many things: they also speak to us about 
wrong doing; they even correct us and get us back on 
course as well as instructing us in right living.

Attention Treasurers, Deacons and Leaders..  If your 
church supports the Missouri COOP plan with a full 10% 
of your undesignated income, one of the benefits pro-
vided for your pastor by COOP funds is eligibility in the 
Missouri FWB Retirement Program.  If your pastor is not 
enrolled, please contact the State FWB Executive Office. 
417-532-6537
 
On May 7th at 9:45am, Generations FWB Church in 
Joplin invites you to celebrate God’s faithfullnes with 
them, as well as the dedication of their new facility.  This 
congregation has been involved in over 60 years of faith-
ful ministry.  Make plans to join them.

Is your church a small congregation experiencing difficulty 
in finding a pastor?  Have you considered possibly joining 
together with another local FWB Church (within 20 miles) 
to discuss the possibility of hiring a pastor as a “Circuit 
Rider” pastor who would pastor two or three churches?  If 
you would like to discuss this option more, please call the 
State Executive Office.  1-866-532-6537
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Missouri State Association of Free Will Baptist 
2013 Calendar of Events

State Youth Conference, Windermere, Roach, MOTo Be Announced

March 11-13

April 12-13

April  19-20

May 7

May 13-15

June 3-5

June 4 

June 10-14

June 17-21

July 21-24

July 8-12 

July 29-August 2

September 20-21

October 4-5

October 12
October 19 

Minister’s Retreat - Cross Pointe Retreat Center, Rocky Mount, MO  

SCM Music & Arts Festival - United FWB Church, West Plains, MO

Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat - Resort at Port Arrowhead, Lake Ozark, MO

Life of Jesus: From the Cradle to the Grave & Beyond - State Office, Lebanon, MO

Senior Adult Retreat - Ramada Oasis, Springfield, MO

MOFWB Annual Meeting  - Ramada Oasis, Springfield, MO

MOWAC State Convention - Ramada Oasis, Springfield, MO

Teen Camp - Group 1 - Camp Niangua

Teen Camp - Group 2 - Camp Niangua

National Assn. of FWB Annual Convention - Tampa, FL

Pre-Teen Camp - Group 2 - Camp Niangua

Pre-Teen Camp - Group 1 - Camp Niangua

MO WAC Retreat - Holiday Inn, Springfield, MO

MO-AR-OK Tri-State FWB Retreat - Springdale, AR

Training Seminar - Details Forthcoming - State Office, Lebanon, MO
Training Seminar - Details Forthcoming - St. Louis Area

MORE INFORMATION, AS IT BECOMES AVAILABLE, CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE AT   
W W W . M O F W B . O R G

Palmer Leadership Institute  @ State office, Lebanon, MO
March 9            April 20            May 11

Registration Form 
(DUE BY APRIL 22, 2013)

Please note: A $15 deposit pr person is rquired with registration. The Seniors 
Board is sorry that we are unable to accept payment by debit or credit cards. 
You may pay by check or cash.          
                                                                                               
Mail Registration forms to:   Nathan Ruble    
                                             610 Hunters Creek Dr.   
                                             Lebanon, MO 65536    

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL  417/588-9664
Name __________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
State _______ Zip Code ____________ Phone #________________________________
Church ______________________________ Pastor _____________________________
List all persons staying in a room
___________________________________        _________________________________
___________________________________        _________________________________

2013 Senior Adult Retreat
Ramada Oasis in Springfield, MO

May 13-15, 2013
Speaker: Bob Thebeau

Music:  The Calvarymen Quartet & The Spoken 4 Quartet

Double- $95 per person     Quad- $85 per person 
Triple- $90 per person        Single- $135 (one person)COST:
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Please note:  The amounts listed 
are for two months, Dec. ‘12-Jan., ‘13Financial  Report

Coop Disbursements

Dec. 2012 -  Jan.  2013 

19.0%  State Home ...... $22,262.14 
17.0%  Exec. Office ...... $19,918.76
3.0%    Gen. Fund ......... $ 3,515.08
8.50%    Youth Camp ..... $ 9,959.38
2.5%    Youth Min........... $ 2,929.23
2.5%    CE ..................... $ 2,929.23
2.5%    Senior Adult ....... $ 2,929.23
9.0%  MO Retirement ... $10,545.23
3.0%   ShowMe Plan ..... $ 3,515.08

33.00%  Nat’l Ministries $34,331.39
Hillsdale .......................... $4,334.44

Total ............................ $117,169.18

COOP Receipts

Alton .................................  $200.00 
Amity .................................  $249.00 
Aulsbury Chapel ...............  $379.46 
Bailey ................................  $562.00 
Bailey Chapel ...................  $253.00 
Beacon ..........................  $1,864.00 
Belton ...............................  $946.78 
Bethe- El Dorado Springs .  $501.99 
Bethel- Marshfield.............  $982.38 
Black Oak ......................  $1,039.46 
Cabool 1st ........................  $269.00 
Calvary Chapel ..............  $1,675.10 
Calvary Fellowship ........  $3,000.00 
Cape Girardeau 1st ..........  $834.29 
Christ Chapel .................  $1,831.00 
Clifton .................................  $20.18 
Community Fellowship .....  $201.00 
Copper Mines ...................  $970.40 
Cross Roads- Lebanon.....  $800.00 
Cuba ..............................  $1,622.60 
De Soto 1st ....................  $3,545.00 
Faith- Fair Grove ..............  $342.45 
Faith & Hope- Aurora ........  $528.35 
Faith Chapel .....................  $368.78 
Farmington 1st...............  $6,742.98 
Fellowship......................  $3,060.00 
Fordland ........................  $1,229.60 
Fredericktown 1st .............  $600.00 
Freeman Chapel ...............  $552.00 
Generations ...................  $2,755.96 
Gospel Light .....................  $600.00 
Grace .............................  $3,652.76 
Grant Avenue ....................  $281.00 
Hannon ..........................  $1,376.40 
Harmony ...........................  $841.98 
Hartville..........................  $2,775.00 
Hazel Creek ...................  $2,682.40 
Hopewell ...........................  $999.00 
Houston 1st ...................  $1,210.28 
Hurryville ...........................  $999.16 
Jackson ............................  $242.62 
Koshkonong......................  $491.00 
Leadington ........................  $859.00 
Lebanon 1st ...................  $2,186.13 
Lebanon Green Hills .........  $790.87 
LifePoint............................  $450.00 
Macedonia-Niangua .........  $400.16 

Cuba .................................  $411.00 
De Soto 1st ....................  $1,572.00 
Eastern Gate ......................  $60.00 
Elva Jo Gentry ....................  $65.00 
Farmington 1st..................  $955.00 
Fellowship......................  $1,420.00 
Fordland ...........................  $330.00 
Fredericktown 1st .............  $360.00 
Freeman Chapel ...............  $720.00 
Generations ...................  $1,058.42 
Gospel Light ..................  $2,000.00 
Gospel Light SS................  $135.00 
Grace .............................  $1,293.00 
Grant Avenue ....................  $643.61 
Greater KC Assoc ..........  $5,307.50 
Hannon ..........................  $2,326.40 
Happy Hill .........................  $120.00 
Harmony ...........................  $188.74 
Hartville.............................  $320.00 
Heritage Chapel................  $339.00 
Hopewell .............................  $60.00 
Houston 1st ......................  $546.55 
Leadington ........................  $430.00 
Lebanon 1st ......................  $465.00 
Lebanon Green Hills .........  $287.26 
Macedonia - Purdy ........  $3,000.00 
Macedonia-Purdy - Aux  $20,000.00 
Mill Creek ..........................  $140.00 
Mine La Motte ...................  $300.00 
MO COOP .....................  $3,515.08 
MO WAC .......................  $1,340.00 
Monett 1st ...........................  $30.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ..........  $600.00 
Mt. Pisgah.........................  $325.00 
Mt. Zion- “Cuba” ...............  $160.00 
Mt. Zion- Thayer .................  $60.00 
Myrtle ................................  $320.00 
Nevada ...............................  $60.00 
New Home- Hartville.........  $420.00 
New Hope .........................  $150.00 
New Life- Licking ................  $92.23 
New Life- Monett ..............  $400.00 
Number One .....................  $120.00 
O’Fallon 1st ......................  $944.25 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ....  $158.00 
Oak Hill .............................  $150.00 
Olivet ..................................  $40.00 
Ozark 1st ............................  $68.00 
Parkview ...........................  $443.00 
Pleasant Hill- Thayer ..........  $90.00 
Pleasant Home .................  $100.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana ...  $140.00 
Porter Chapel ...................  $768.79 
Rejoice..............................  $135.00 
Richwoods 1st ..................  $105.00 
Rock Chapel .....................  $560.00 
Rock Springs ....................  $145.78 
Rolla 1st..............................  $60.00 
South Fremont ..................  $250.00 
Springfield 1st ...................  $830.00 
St. Francois Assoc.  WAC  $255.00 
Stockton............................  $277.50 
Thayer ...........................  $1,350.00 
Trinity ................................  $310.00 
Union Light .......................  $700.00 
United ...............................  $950.00 
Unity .................................  $490.00 
Verdella..........................  $3,324.39

Viburnum ..........................  $110.00 
Victory- KC .......................  $880.00 
Walnut Grove ......................  $45.00 
Waynesville 1st .................  $922.36 
West Plains 1st .................  $778.00 
Willow Springs ..................  $140.00 
TOTAL .........................  $75,385.86 

State Home Missions

Happy Hill .........................  $252.00 
Liberty Association.........  $3,587.66 
LifePoint.........................  $2,625.00 
Macedonia - Purdy ...........  $300.00 
Mill Creek ............................  $45.00 
MO WAC ..........................  $460.37 
Mountain grove 1st .............  $30.00 
Ozark 1st ............................  $20.00 
Republic..............................  $75.00 
Richwoods 1st ....................  $19.06 
St. Francois Assoc.  WAC  $376.65 
TOTAL ...........................  $7,790.74 

National Home Missions

Aulsbury Chapel ...............  $564.47 
Belton ...............................  $274.68 
Bruce Moore .......................  $20.00 
Copper Mines ...................  $100.00 
Cuba .................................  $199.30 
De Soto 1st .......................  $700.00 
Farmington 1st..................  $910.00 
Fellowship......................  $1,227.07 
Fordland .............................  $70.00 
Grace ..................................  $40.00 
Grant Avenue ....................  $495.00 
Hartville...............................  $20.00 
Houston 1st ........................  $30.00 
Jackson ............................  $100.00 
Jerry Rader .........................  $40.00 
Lebanon 1st ......................  $400.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ..........  $110.00 
New Testament ...................  $40.00 
Oak Hill ...............................  $50.00 
O’Fallon 1st ......................  $300.00 
Olivet ..................................  $80.00 
Ozark 1st .......................  $1,777.00 
Park Hills 1st.......................  $20.00 
Parkview ...........................  $110.00 
Richwoods 1st ....................  $38.14 
Rock Chapel .....................  $259.50 
Rolla 1st............................  $275.00 
Thayer ..............................  $269.00 
Trinity ................................  $210.00 
United .................................  $20.00 
Waynesville 1st .................  $417.94 
West Plains 1st .................  $667.00 
Willow Springs ....................  $25.00 
TOTAL ...........................  $9,859.10 

International Missions

Aulsbury Chapel ...............  $564.47 
Bruce Moore .......................  $20.00 
Calvary Fellowship ...........  $910.00 
Copper Mines ...................  $200.00 
Cuba .................................  $164.40 

Marshfield .........................  $467.58 
Mill Creek ..........................  $538.20 
Mine La Motte ...................  $143.75 
Monett 1st ......................  $1,718.36 
Mountain Grove 1st .......  $2,176.30 
Mt. Pisgah.........................  $650.00 
Myrtle ................................  $660.35 
Nevada .............................  $564.40 
New Hope .........................  $527.00 
New Life- Licking ..............  $903.30 
Number One .....................  $358.40 
O’Fallon 1st ...................  $4,501.54 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ....  $552.45 
Oak Hill ..........................  $1,014.00 
Olivet ................................  $641.80 
Ozark 1st .......................  $5,003.67 
Park Hills 1st..................  $1,976.56 
Parkview ...........................  $820.00 
Pleasant Hill- Thayer ........  $244.38 
Pleasant Home .................  $206.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana ...  $177.00 
Potosi 1st ..........................  $264.28 
Rejoice..............................  $593.27 
Republic.........................  $1,532.84 
Richwoods 1st ..................  $794.00 
Rock Chapel ..................  $1,275.15 
Rolla 1st............................  $487.00 
Salem ...............................  $278.00 
Seymour ........................  $1,858.00 
Smyrna ...............................  $90.00 
Springfield 1st ................  $2,737.10 
St. Francois Assoc ............  $100.12 
Stockton............................  $580.60 
Thayer ...........................  $3,410.00 
Trinity .............................  $2,245.33 
Twin Oak........................  $1,394.78 
Union Light .......................  $412.00 
United ............................  $4,666.74 
Unity ..............................  $1,010.00 
Verdella.............................  $926.89 
Viburnum ..........................  $863.00 
Victory- Alton .................  $1,522.70 
Victory- KC ....................  $1,476.28 
Walnut Grove ....................  $203.43 
Waynesville 1st ..............  $1,080.84 
West Plains 1st ..............  $2,154.00 
Wilderness ........................  $847.00 
Willow Springs ..................  $498.27 
Wolf Creek .....................  $1,258.00 
TOTAL .......................  $117,169.18 

Show-Me Plan
Angela Brown .....................  $80.00 
Beacon .............................  $299.00 
Belton ...............................  $390.00 
Bethel- El Dorado Springs  $201.00 
Black Oak .........................  $360.00 
Bruce Moore .....................  $160.00 
Calvary Chapel .................  $210.00 
Calvary Fellowship ........  $2,710.00 
Central ..............................  $500.00 
Central Western Assoc .....  $205.00 
Coon Creek ......................  $454.56 
Copper Mines ...................  $300.00 
Cornerstone ...................  $1,430.44 
Cross Roads- Lebanon.....  $120.00 

Cuba Women’s Aux ..........  $360.00 
De Soto 1st .......................  $200.00 
Farmington 1st..................  $750.00 
Fellowship.........................  $160.00 
Generations ......................  $108.22 
Grace ..................................  $30.00 
Grant Avenue ....................  $125.50 
Hartville...............................  $90.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ..........  $115.00 
Olivet ..................................  $50.00 
Ozark 1st ..........................  $100.00 
Rolla 1st............................  $265.00 
Trinity ................................  $443.00 
Waynesville 1st .................  $160.00 
TOTAL ...........................  $4,815.59 
 
Designated

Trula Cronk Home 

Belton .................................  $50.00 
Bruce Moore .......................  $40.00 
De Soto 1st .......................  $110.00 
Grace ..................................  $69.00 
Hannon .............................  $200.00 
Hartville.............................  $100.00 
Myrtle ..................................  $56.00 
New Life- Monett ..............  $404.00 
Union Light .......................  $100.00 
Unity .................................  $200.00 
TOTAL ...........................  $1,329.00 

Hillsdale

Farmington 1st..................  $725.00 
Fellowship...........................  $10.00 
Generations ......................  $580.19 
Mountain Grove 1st ..........  $170.00 
Thayer ..............................  $150.00 
TOTAL ...........................  $1,635.19 

Mile High Ministries

Verdella.............................  $617.93 
TOTAL ..............................  $617.93 

Rainbow Ministries

Martha Marlin......................  $20.00 
Olivet ..................................  $50.00 
Waynesville 1st .................  $100.00 
TOTAL ..............................  $170.00 

Victor Torrez

United- Youth Group .........  $400.00

Word Made Flesh

Verdella..........................  $1,218.37 
TOTAL ...........................  $1,218.37 

Welch College

De Soto 1st .........................  $80.00 
Fellowship...........................  $20.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ..........  $165.00 
Olivet ..................................  $25.00 
Thayer ..............................  $150.00 
West Plains 1st .................  $572.00 
TOTAL ...........................  $1,012.00 

Youth Camp

Coon Creek ......................  $136.15 
De Soto 1st .......................  $135.00 
Greater Springfield Assoc .  $135.00 
Hartville.............................  $100.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ............  $50.00 
Mt. Pisgah...........................  $15.00 
Nevada ...............................  $20.00 

New Life- Monett ..............  $404.00 
Ozark 1st ............................  $20.00 
Rock Chapel .......................  $43.97 
Rolla 1st..............................  $40.00 
Thayer ................................  $75.00 
Trinity ..................................  $15.00
United .................................  $50.00 
West Plains 1st ...................  $50.00 
Willow Springs ....................  $50.00 
TOTAL ...........................  $1,339.12 

Youth Camp Development

Houston 1st ........................  $80.00 
Myrtle ..................................  $58.00 
United ...............................  $750.00 
Verdella.............................  $932.13 
TOTAL ...........................  $1,820.13 

Youth Camp Pool Fund

Betty Kinnett .......................  $50.00 
Calvary Fellowship ...........  $500.00 
Hazel Creek ......................  $192.87 

Pulpit Supply

Howard Anderson 
417-926-1514

Tony Butcher
417-655-3833

Ken Reiter 
573-855-4729

Lindell Richardson  
573-366-1850

Bill Christensen 
  816-331-0341

Bill Swearingen 
 417-724-1637

New Beginnings FWB 
Odessa, MO

Contact:
Jean Sanstra
816-695-3476

Available  Churches
First FWB 

Richwoods, MO
Contact:

 Kevin Pogue
573-678-2318

First FWB Church  
Cape Girardeau, MO

Contact:
Vernon Long 

573-243-5974 or 573-576-4343 
email:

vernonlong@charter.net 

Richard Carr 
573-837-2887 

email:
rcarr4997@hotmail.com

Lebanon Bible &
Book Store

Start thinking about 
summer NOW!
VBS supplies are

available at

Leroy Croney .................  $2,500.00 
TOTAL ...........................  $3,242.87 
Scott Cheatham

Cuba ...................................  $26.70 
Fellowship...........................  $40.00 
Grace ................................  $141.00 
Houston 1st ........................  $10.00 
Hurryville ...........................  $100.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ............  $10.00 
Park Hills 1st.......................  $20.00 
Thayer ..................................  $5.00 
Trinity ..................................  $20.00 
TOTAL ..............................  $372.70 

Harvest FWB Native American 
Mission

Marshfield ...........................  $50.00 
TOTAL ................................  $50.00 

Getsemani Children’s Home

Marshfield ...........................  $50.00
 
TOTAL ................................  $50.00

Eastern Gate FWB
Springfield, MO

Contact:
Otho McCormack

417-881-4536
or

Ralph Ridenger
417-866-0454
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New From Randall House
“The Inspiration & Preservation 

of God’s Word.”  
The book and CD contain the program 

presented at the Leadership Conference 
in Nashville, Tennessee last December.  

Seventeen common questions on the subject 
are answered six Free Will Baptist scholars. 

Missouri pastors may 
request a FREE copy of each by 

contacting the MO FWB State Office 
at 417-532-6537, 

toll free at 1-866-532-6537 
or by email at stan@mofwb.org

Additional copies available for purchase at Lebanon Bible and Bookstore


