
Volume 83 / Number 3 / May-June, 2012

GEMMagazine
Missouri Free Will Baptist



Page 2  /GEM Magazine/ May-June, 2012

The Official Publication of the Missouri State Association of Free Will Baptists

the GEM Magazine Volume 83, Number 3
May-June, 2012

In this issue:

From the Editor ................................................................... Page 3

Missouri Missions ............................................................... Page 4

Lebanon First’s Missions Fundraiser .................................. Page 5

MOFWB State Meeting Information.................................... Page 6

Camp Niangua News.......................................................... Page 7

Centennial Article: January 1949 ........................................ Page 8

Minister’s Retreat ............................................................. Page 10

Church News .................................................................... Page 11

In Memory of Rev. Woodrow Matthews ............................ Page 13

Meet Our Pastor ............................................................... Page 14

“I’m Dreaming of...” an Insurance Policy ? ....................... Page 15

As I see it .......................................................................... Page 16

State Calendar.................................................................. Page 16

MO WAC Retreat Registration ......................................... Page 17

February/March Financials ............................................... Page 18

All items for publication must 
be in the hands of the editor 
no later than the 1st day of 
the month preceding the  

month of issue.

Business Office: 
202 West Commercial, 

P.O. Box 991, 
Lebanon, Missouri 65536,

1-866-532-6537 
Stan Bunch, Editor.  

Address all 
correspondence relating 
to the GEM, including 

subscription and mailing 
information, to the above 

address. 

Articles and Photos may be 
submitted by e-mail to 

mofreewillbaptist@gmail.com

The sermons and articles 
published in the GEM repre-
sent the personal views of the 
authors and not necessarily 
the views or policies of the 
Missouri State Association 

of Free Will Baptists 
or the Editor. 

Subscription rates: 

Single subscription,
 $6.50 per year 

Church Plan, 
$6.00 per year,

 consisting of ten 
subscriptions or more.

 The Church Plan will 
continue until it is canceled 

by the church. 

This magazine is 
published bi-monthly 

and has been in regular 
publication since 1929.

To get the GEM e-mailed to you each month, please send us an 
e-mail request at mofreewillbaptist@gmail.com and we will send 

you the latest issue in addition to your 
subscription by mail.

You can also view the GEM on our website before it reaches your 
mailbox at www.mofwb.org



May-June, 2012/ GEM Magazine/ Page 3

from the Editor

Iron Sharpens Iron...          
                        Sometimes

Pro 27:17  Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the 
countenance of his friend. 
By nature or nurture, I’m not sure which, my natural ten-
dency is to be pessimistic and negative.  Several years ago 
during a conversation with my brother in law,  he sharp-
ened me by asking, “Why are you so negative?”  At the 
moment my feelings and ego were hurt.  However, that 
blow to my ego has served as a mental “sharpener” to my 
negative tendency.  I still find it too easy to become nega-
tive when I am in conversation with a negative or cynical 
person.  Negative, pessimistic and cynical people are not 
much fun to be around.  I suppose that is why my brother 
in law said what he did.

Kilo is an older gentleman 
who was our neighbor in Pan-
ama for over 25 years.  We 
hired Kilo to cut the grass on 
the lot adjacent to the mis-
sion house where we lived, 
the same lot where the Good 
News FWB Church sits to-
day.  Panamanian men keep 
their machetes as sharp as an 
old timer’s Barlow knife.  One 
day, for some reason Kilo had 
hit several rocks with his ma-
chete and asked me to loan 
him my machete for a mo-
ment.  I handed it to him and he began to run the sharp 
edge of his machete along the back edge of mine.  As I 
watched I could see that he was removing the knicks on 
the blade of his with the back edge of mine.  After all the 
knicks were removed he used both sharp edges to bring 
out a sharper edge on them both.  This is the same prin-
ciple that a butcher uses with his sharpening stick.  Iron 
sharpens iron, sometimes!  When our lawn mower blade 
strikes another metal object it dulls the edge.  This is the 
opposite effect of the grinder or file sharpening the blade.

Christians can sharpen or dull each other.  That is, we can 
edify, encourage, and motivate, or, we can discourage, 
sadden and serve to sour the countenance of our brother 
or sister.  At times we tend to highlight the negative points 
of our church, other Christians, the government our pasto-
ral leaders and life in general.  Is anyone helped or encour-
aged by this?  Does this mean we are going the route of 

positive confession and erroneously ignoring the reality we 
are facing in society?  Do we think we can “positively con-
fess” the negatives away?  Quite the contrary, we choose 
to live above the cesspool of negativity, or what some call 
“stinkin thinkin”, and not be taken captive by the enslaving 
grip of pessimism and continually negative thoughts and 
comments in our preaching and teaching.  

Paul faced this challenge when he wrote Philippians 4:8 .  
Would anyone deny that our conversations are the result 
of our thinking?  Could Paul not see the corruption of his 
day?  Surely he did, for in his writings to the Corinthians he 

dealt with division, immorality, 
theological heresy, lawsuits 
between brothers, and a host 
of other problems.  In spite of 
this Paul determined to have 
a positive, sweet and encour-
aging spirit about him, and to 
meditate upon the positive.  
He provides a helpful recipe 
for us today.  

We must confess, that at 
times our attitudes and com-
ments have served more to 
dull, rather than to sharpen a 
fellow believer.  Our negativ-
ity, has at times served to fur-

ther discourage someone, or resulted in a failure to edify 
them as God would desire.  

We can help bring out the best in someone, or we can 
serve to bring out something inferior.  Our attitudes, words, 
and conversations can serve to sharpen a fellow believer, 
or they can serve to dull.  At times brothers must agree ver-
bally to cease their delving into negative conversations, not 
because the negative is not true, but rather because they 
prefer to edify each other via a fresh, positive and Spirit 
filled conversation. 

Kilo showed me a spiritual truth that day back in Panama, 
and my brother in law’s loving rebuke was that same truth 
applied.  Truth from my brother in law hurt that day, but it 
was a good hurt.  Thanks brother, for sharpening me… 
keep at it, I need it.  
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Missouri Show-Me Missions

Knocking Down Posters

Sometimes we don’t see, or don’t 
want to see, the avenue of bless-
ing before us. For instance, I 
had a teenager way back in the 
1980’s that did something I will 
never forget. He, along with some 
other teens, made some great 
decisions for the Lord,motivating 
us to get together to discuss how 
to be strong Christians. 

Of course, how to avoid tempta-
tion was a usual topic, so I ap-
proached this teen with the idea 
that he should take down the 
several posters he had hang-
ing in his bedroom that were of 
slightly dressed young women.  
He wasn’t sure that was a good 
idea, but after some discussion, 
he decided he would pray about 
that action. 

At our next group gathering he 
didn’t show, so I asked the group 
if they knew why. “You didn’t 
hear?” they replied. “No”, I said. 
“What happened?” They shared 
that the teen did pray about tak-
ing down the posters at bedtime. 
His prayer was, “God, Frank says 
I should take down my ladies from 
the wall. I admit that I don’t want 
to. But, if you really want me to, 
you are going to have to show me 
that I need to.”  Then he waited.
 

When he woke up the next morn-
ing, he couldn’t believe what he 
saw. All the posters of the girls 
had fallen off the wall and were 
laying on the floor! The only poster

left on the wall was a football 
poster of the Cleveland Browns.
When hearing this, I got excited. I 
exclaimed, “Cool! What did he do 
then?” The reply was, “He hung 
them back up.”  I was dumb-
founded. Something that obvious 
was completely ignored?  All I 
can say is that as far as I know, 
he never recovered from that de-
cision. It is vital that we follow the 
obvious direction God shows us. 

Sometimes I think of those post-
ers when I come across some-
one who doesn’t grasp God’s 
command for us to be involved in 
the Great Commission.  It seems 
to be an obvious direction to be 
a part of spreading the Gospel in 
your community, your state, your 
nation and around the world. Af-
ter all, we have those familiar 
verses, “Go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel . . .”, and “God 
so loves the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son . . .” and “ 
. . . is not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.” 

I would advise anyone who won-
ders if they should be a bigger 

part of the Great Commission to 
go home and pray about it.  Even 
if you have a similar prayer as that 
teen, “Frank says I need to help 
support the spread of the Gospel 
in as many places as possible. I 
admit I don’t want to, but if you 
want me to, you’re going to have 
to let me know.”   

Please understand that if those 
old reasons peel off the walls of 
your mind and land on the floor, 
don’t hang them back up!  Rec-
ognize His answer to the prayer 
and take the obvious direction. 
You and your church will both 
reap the blessings that follow that 
path of obedience. 

You can help support the 
spread the Gospel in your 
state, nation and world with 
your regular support of the 
Show Me Plan or designat-
ing your gift to any FWB mis-
sionary. Simply give your gift 
through your local church or 
give the State Office a call for 
more avenues of supporting. 

                           - Frank Webster
frank@showmeplan.org
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Volleyball Tournament
First FWB Church in Lebanon, Missouri hosted a CO-ED volleyball 

tournament as a fundraiser for Free Will Baptist Missions on March 31, 2012.

1st Place - Lebanon 1st FWB

2nd Place - Thayer FWB

3rd Place - Family of Faith Church
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Missouri State Association of Free Will Baptists 
Annual Meeting

Ramada Inn Oasis
2546 North Glenstone

Springfield, Missouri 65803

Toll Free | 1.888.532.4338

ROOM COST $74.00 plus tax. 
Double or single occupancy.
Includes Hot Breakfast Buffett
Individuals are responsible for making their own
reservations and payments

This year’s speakers include:

  Rev. Ken Dodson
  Rev. Craid Bodenschatz
  Rev. Jackson Watts
  Rev. Keith Burden

Includes:
MO State Association June 4-6
(pre-register online at www.mofwb.org)
MOWAC Convention June 6

For more information call us at 
1-866-532-6537

NEW LOCATION!

(Be sure to mention that you are with the MO Free Will Baptists to get this rate.)
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We want to thank you for your ongoing support of our Youth 
Camp and the opportunity to partner with you to minister to 
the young people of your church.  Last year 80+ young peo-
ple surrended their life to Jesus.  We are praying for God to 
do amazing things again this year.

This year the camp fee has been raised to $100 for camp-
ers and $50 for sponsors.  You may be suffering from sticker 
shock after reading that, so let us explain the reasoning be-
hind such a jump in fees.  Let me assure you to start with, 
the increase in pricing has nothing to do with the new build-
ings that have sprung up around camp.  The new buildings 
are being funded by generous donations from generous 
churches like yours.  So let me reassure you that this is not 
a back door attempt to recover money on these buildings.  

This past year we took an in depth look at what it was cost-
ing us to do camp.  Upon examining the numbers, we found 
that for every person who comes to camp we were spend-
ing $89 per person.  That number increases of course when 
you consider the sponsors and precampers.  For our part, 
we are grateful we had the margin to be able to do that for 
our churches and young people.  However, it is an unsus-
tainable practice.  With rising costs, we felt it important to 
increase fees to cover the cost of our campers and sponsors 
while they are at camp while providing some margin for the 
future of the camp.  Even with the increase, we remain one 
of the lowest priced camps with great facilities that you will 
find anywhere.  We remain committed to making sure camp 
is as affordable as possible.

Also this year, camp is starting on Monday and ending at the 
normal time on Friday.  This change has nothing to do with 
the issue above.  Although we are afraid it will be perceived 
as such.  This change came about through careful evaluation 
and listening.  We know that many attend our State conven-
tion and our National convention, then camp follows directly 
after these.  Also, most years at least one week of camp has 
to sacrifice Father’s Day with their families to come to camp.  
We understand that there will be some challenges in chang-
ing the schedule in this way, but we are working to make this 
the best camp season ever.  We will have registration start 
at 11am.  We will have a sponsor’s meeting at 2pm with an 
activity for the young people while we convene.  

In addition, this summer knee length attire will be permitted 
for activity time.  This is the time between lunch and supper, 
the afternoon activities, and after evening services.  Worship 
and class time attire remains the same.  It will be imperative 
for you and your sponsors to communicate clearly where 
the knees are.  The enforcement of this will be primarily the 
responsibility of the sponsors for your young people.  We 
must emphasize that we mean KNEE LENGTH and that will-
ingness to comply with this change will determine its future.  
The principles of modesty (loose fitting, no offensive logos or 
writing, etc) apply for all clothing at camp.

There is a lot to do to prepare for camp.  Now is the time that 
we are working on getting volunteers to help us have a great 
camp.  If you would like to help, be sure to let us know.  

You can find our contact information at our website www.campniangua.com.

This year’s theme is Love Never Fails  
The dates are as follows:

Teens Group 1  June 11-15
Teens Group 2   June 18-22
Pre-teens Group 2  July 23-27
Pre-teens Group 1  July 30-Aug. 3

PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE:    
     TEENS: MAY 16;      
     PRE-TEENS: JULY 5

We plan on having workdays on 
April 21, May 19 and June 2, to prepare for camp.

We would love to have you and your group come down and work with us.
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Taken from

The Free Will Baptist Gem
January 1949 Vol. 20 No 1
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Forty eight pastors and leaders met at the Cross Point Retreat Center held March 12-14.   Gary Fry, Bob 
Thompson and Joe Wilson joined the group, representing Free Will Baptist Bible College, Hillsdale FWB 
College and Free Will Baptist International Missions respectively.  Pastor Eddie Vincent led the men in sing-
ing some well known songs that praised God and encouraged the attendees.  Stan Bunch, Missouri FWB 
Executive Director was the speaker and shared from the Word of God about dealing with discouragement, 
vision and God’s design for the healthy church.  On Tuesday, the men enjoyed an afternoon of golf, disk golf, 
resting, running and fellowship.  

Next year’s retreat will be held in the same location and the speaker will be Dr. Rod Harrison, professor at 
the Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Kansas City.  Would you encourage your pastor to mark the 
dates of March 11-13, 2013 so that he can attend?  Better yet, have the church pay his way and give him 
a bit extra for a new shirt and tie from the outlet malls in Osage Beach.  He will come away challenged and 
encouraged and you will be blessed for blessing someone else. 

2012 Minister’s Retreat
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We have had so much support from around the country, after the tornado here in Joplin, we 
wanted to update and thank everyone for their support.  Sunday evening the 19th the church 
approved the attached preliminary drawing and floor plan for a new church building.  We will 
rebuild in two stages.  The attached is phase one.  We are currently raising funds toward 
phase two and to upgrade phase one.

Thanks again,
Bro. Jerald Bass

Generations is Rebuilding!

Ozark Pastor’s School 

 

Wanting help and encouragement in your ministry? Ozark First Free Will Baptist 
Church, under the leadership of Pastor Gary Mitchener and the staff, would like 

to invite you to a 5 day, one-on-one practical training in ministry.  Such topics 
include: “Casting your vision, discipling the whole church, building a great spirit 
and excitement in the church and improving your preaching skills.  Other subjects 

will include: developing a vibrant music ministry, soul-winning, stewardship, Sunday School 
growth, staffing, and much more.  The schedule will be from Wednesday through Sunday.  The 
church will provide meals and an apartment to stay in.  Your only cost will be traveling 
expenses.  If interested, contact Pastor Gary Mitchener   @ 417-581-5246 or 417-840-3885 or 
write Ozark First Free Will Baptist Church, 201 E. Church Street, Ozark, MO. 65721.  Or you can 
email at pastorgrm@aol.com.  Information and schedule will be sent to you. 

 

Ozark Offers Pastor School
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VICTORY HONORS PASTOR’S WIFE

Saturday, February 18, 2012 the ladies of the church 
met at a restaurant to surprise Sheila and make her 
Queen for a Day. She was given a tiara to wear and 
a bouquet of roses.  She was then presented with 
a variety of giftcards.  Breakfast was enjoyed by all 
and in departing there were hugs and promises to 
babysit their 4 boys for a night out. Sheila is the wife 
of Kevin Williford, Pastor of the Victory Free Will 
Baptist Church in Kansas City Missouri.

CUBA FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH
DEDICATES 16 CHILDREN TO THE LORD

On March 18, 2012, Pastor Don Martin, of the Cuba Free Will Baptist Church, led the church in a service of 
dedicating 16 children from 6 families to the Lord.  Family & Friends gathered to honor these families & pray 
for the parents to be able to raise their children in the “nurture and admonition of the Lord” and in accordance 
with biblical teachings.  Several of the parents were raised in the Cuba FWB Church and are now raising 
their children in church as well.  This makes some of the children 3rd & 4th generation church-goers.  God 
has richly blessed our congregation with many young children.  Please pray for these families & our church 
that we can help these children grow into the young men & women that God wants them to be.

The following families dedicated their children in this 
service:

Matt & Kelsey Schmidt – Jaden, Mya & Leah

Kevin & Kimberly Gipson – Conner, Levi, Braden & 
Nicholas

Donnie & Sheila Martin – Kenzie, Jaden & Carter

Troy & Melanie Cunningham – Kenadee, Cassidy & 
Traelynn

Scott (not pictured) & Genifer Cape – Cy

David & Erica Helderly – Kaiden & Konnor
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Rev. Woodrow Matthews, age 92, of Guin, Alabama passed away Friday, March 2, 
2012.  Born March 4, 1919, in Mine LaMotte, Missouri, to the late 
Sebastain and Nellie (Edwards) Matthews.  He was united in marriage to Blanche Huff-
man on October 28, 1939.  

He is survived by Two Sons, Garry (Joyce) Matthews of Kirksville, MO,  David (Kathy) 
Matthews of Guin, AL, Three grandchildren and three great-grandchildren;  a host of 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his Wife, Blanche, One Daughter, Judith, Four Brothers 
and Four Sisters.  

Bro. Matthews answered the call to preach in 1939 and was ordained in 1940.  He 
pastored churches in Missouri and Oklahoma.  In 1973, he moved to Guin, Alabama 
and pastored the Mt. Olive FWB Church until 1985.  He then accepted the pastorate of 
Barnesville FWB Church in Hamilton, Alabama.  In 1998 after 58 years of faithful ser-

vice, he retired from active pastoring due to failing health.  Bro. Matthews was actively involved in the Missouri FWB 
State Association, serving on the state youth camp board for many years, the state general board, and moderator of 
the Missouri State FWB Association.  

While serving as pastor of the Mt. Olive FWB Church, he was involved in the development and construction of the 
Trinity Youth Camp, and served on the camp board for a number of years.  He also served as moderator of the State 
Pastor and Workers Conference.  Bro. Matthews was an active supporter of state and national programs, especially 
missions.  

Numerous pastors, pastors’ wives, home and foreign missionaries came from his churches throughout his years of 
ministry.  Bro. Matthews was known and loved as a kind, caring pastor.  His philosophy of ministry was: “If you genu-
inely love your people, your people will love you.”  

Bro. Matthews was an avid gardener and took great joy in sharing the fruits of his labors with others.  

Rev. Woodrow Matthews
March 4, 1919 - March 2, 2012In Memory

The Central Western 
Association held their 

annual meeting on 
March 17 at the 

Hannon Free Will 
Baptist Church.  

Brother Chris Bearden 
moderated the 

session. Speakers 
were Stan & Brenda 
Bunch and Ashley 

Johnston

Central Western Association
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Meet Our Pastor
Jimmy Holbrook

Meet Jimmy Holbrook Lead Pastor of 
Overland Park Community Church.  
Jimmy grew up and spent all of his 
life in Oklahoma. and graduated from 
Hillsdale FWB College.   While work-
ing on his Bachelor of Arts in Theol-
ogy at Hillsdale, he was accepted, 
along with thirty-five other students 
from different colleges and universi-
ties across the nation, into the Focus 
on the Family Leadership Institute, a 
division of Focus on the Family in Col-
orado Springs, CO.  While studying at 
the Institute, Jimmy was exposed to 
the various struggles that the contem-
porary family faces internally, politi-
cally, socially, and philosophically.  

When Jimmy returned to Oklahoma, 
he accepted his first full-time posi-
tion in ministry as youth pastor at 
the Harrah Free Will Baptist Church.  
In 1999 the church called Jimmy as 
their senior pastor.  Under his leader-
ship Harrah Church tripled in size and 
transitioned from a traditional style of 
worship to a very modern style that ef-
fectively incorporates multimedia and 
relevant teaching.  Jimmy is very pas-
sionate about teaching the Word and 
reaching people who didn’t grow up in 
church. 

Jimmy stepped aside as lead pastor 
from Harrah Church in July of 2010 to 
focus on his family and enjoy a sea-
son of rest and renewal from full time 
ministry.  During this time he worked 
as the Director of Operations for Jani 
King of Oklahoma.  

Editor’s note: 
Brenda and I enjoyed having lunch with 
Jimmy recently.  We were challenged as 
he shared his vision and passion for the 
ministry in Overland Park.  We welcome 
the Holbrook family to the Missouri As-
sociation of Free Will Baptists.

In March of 2011 
New Beginnings Free 
Will Baptist Church 
in Overland Park, 
Kansas asked him to 
come and serve as 
their lead pastor.  The 
congregation was a small group of 
twenty-five and in much need of lead-
ership.  Jimmy felt God’s call, so he 
told them that if they were willing to 
make several needed changes such 
as adopting a new constitution, refo-
cusing the ministry, updating the facil-
ity, and basically restarting the church 
he would come.  He challenged them 
to wrap all of that into one vote as a 
body so he would know where they 
stood.  The congregation unanimous-
ly voted for this plan.  In July of 2011 
Jimmy moved his family to Overland 
Park and began his tenure as lead 
pastor of Overland Park Community 
Church.

The church re-launched January 8th 
2012.  OPCC is already running in the 
eighties and has had a couple of sal-
vations and five baptisms.   Jimmy is 
excited about the opportunity to build 
a community of believers that reaches 
people who are far from God.  

Jimmy is also the author of Shel-
ter, which was released by Randall 
House in July of 2009.  In his book 
Jimmy challenges parents to be in-
tentional about providing an environ-
ment where kids can grow up to face 
the world with a solid, spiritual founda

tion.  Shelter is an excellent tool giv-
ing parents instruction on the stages 
of a child’s development physically 
and spiritually. Jimmy shares practical 
concepts for parents to implement in 
their home to authentically model the 
principles of Deuteronomy 6.

Jimmy served as the youngest mod-
erator of Oklahoma Free Will Bap-
tist from 2003 to 2008.  He currently 
serves on the Board of Trustees of 
Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College.  
He has also appeared on the Focus 
on the Family radio broadcast with Dr. 
James Dobson. 

Jimmy has been married to Abby for 
fifteen years and they have five chil-
dren: Joel(10), Jonah(8), Faith(6), 
Katelyn(4), and Zoe(2).  While mov-
ing to Overland Park has been a chal-
lenge for Jimmy and Abby they love 
the area and are excited about the 
future.  

Email jimmy@overlandpark.cc
Church www.overlandpark.cc
Twitter: @jimmyholbrook
Blog www.jimmyholbrook.com

If you would like us to feature your pastor, 
please write an article and send it to us, 

along with a print quality.  Our email address 
is mofreewillbaptist@gmail.com.
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A Free Will Baptist pastor recently called and asked to 
share his “dream” with me, requesting that I not “pop his 
balloon.” I assured him I am a “dream screener,” not a 
“dream killer.” He chuckled and pressed forward with ex-
citement—an excitement born of a heart touched by God. 

He said his spirit was crushed when he heard our mission-
aries were being kept stateside due to lack of funding. He 
did not consider it conceivable that we, as Free Will Bap-
tists, could let this happen. We have the right doctrine, and 
we have obviously been at the task of reaching the lost for 
some time. Why should we stop now? Is God through with 
FWBIM? He assured me he is does not think so. 

This passionate pastor went on to declare he is firmly con-
vinced FWB pastors should take on the task of resourcing 
the International Missions Department. He expressed a 
fear that runs deep in his heart: while our missionaries 
are in a holding pattern stateside, many souls are dying 
without Christ in areas we should be ministering. He ques-
tioned, “How can we stand before God and say we didn’t 
support missions simply because we did not agree with a 
funding system, or we didn’t approve of certain missionar-
ies, or we don’t agree with the way the Mission’s leaders 
are running things.” He concluded that if we do not trust 
the board, office staff, and missionaries then at the Na-
tional Association meeting this July “we should fire them 
all and start all over again.” I gave a resounding “amen” to 
his deduction. 

He pressed forward to explain his plan to help us get back 
on our feet financially and our missionaries back on the 
field. He presented a four-pronged strategy: 

1. He will personally give $85 a month to the IM general 
fund and will buy a minimum $10,000 life insurance policy 
with IM as the sole beneficiary. Upon his death, the ben-
efits can be put in the FWB Foundation or used as the IM 
administration sees fit. This is a pledge he plans to keep 
until the Lord returns or he is led to give more. 

2. He plans to ask nine pastor friends to join him in this 
commitment ($85 monthly donation to the general fund 
plus a minimum of $10,000 life insurance with IM as the 
sole beneficiary). 

3. He will contact at least 99 friends from his years in the 
ministry and ask them to make the same $85-monthly 
pledge plus the life insurance policy. He stated that if he 
has not influenced at least 99 people during his time in 
ministry to have a commitment to reaching the lost, then 
he has failed. 

4. He will ask his nine pastor friends to also recruit 99 peo-
ple to join them in making the same pledges. 

To say I was blown away by his vision is an immense un-
derstatement. This pastor is for real. His commitment is to 
accomplish his goal in the next FOUR years. Wow! That is 
far too simple an expression to say what I felt as I listened 
to this man of God passionately declare his vision. 

Ken Cash, the pastor with the long-term vision outlined 
above, arranged a meeting with two insurance representa-
tives and me. Both of these men are believers and showed 
it in all they said and did throughout our discussion. 

They carefully presented several options concerning the 
insurance policies. No high-pressure sales tricks, just sim-
ple facts and figures followed by some suggestions on how 
to proceed. They realize that all those who want to pur-
chase a policy will not go through them. It was clear this did 
not cause them the least bit of concern. The primary objec-
tive was to help provide resources for ongoing Kingdom 
ministry. Words of encouragement came as often as words 
related to the insurance policies. 

As we wrapped up our discussion they made an offer that 
absolutely boggled my mind. First, they expressed their 
full support for IM and our efforts to reach the unreached. 
Then, they said they would give 10% of their personal profit 
to a fund for IM. Here Ken and I were, before two non-Free 
Will Baptists who believe so much in what we are doing 
that they are willing to contribute to our efforts. It was con-
firming, encouraging, and inspiring to be with businessmen 
whose commitment to Christ and His Kingdom was exem-
plified in their work. 

This is exactly what we are praying for at IM. We have been 
asking God to stir the hearts of our pastors to take owner-
ship of the task to reach the nations. We did not call Ken 
and ask what he could do for world outreach. No, he was 
stirred by the need and opened his heart for God to direct 
him. He waited on the Lord and locked in step when he felt 
God’s nudge. 

That is all we ask of any one. Put the needs of the world 
before the Lord and ask what He wants you to do to get the 
gospel to the unreached. Then do it. One pastor did and 
he is already making a significant difference. You can too!

“I’m Dreaming of...” 
                 an Insurance Policy?                         

Reprinted with permission.  For more information contact
clint@fwbgo.com  or  stan@mofwb.org

  By Clint Morgan
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April 13-14

April 20-21   

April 28

May 14-16  

June 4-6 

June 6   

June 11-15

June 18-22 

July 15-18

July 23-27  

July 30- Aug. 2   

Sept. 21-22        

To Be 
Announced          

SCM Music and Arts Festival
Calvary Fellowship FWB Church, 
Fenton, MO

Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat
Resort at Point Arrowhead, 
Lake Ozark, MO

Ozark First FWB Church 
Men’s Rally

Senior Adult Retreat
Holiday Inn, Springfield, MO

Missouri State Association 
of Free Will Baptists 
Ramada Oasis, Springfield, MO   

MOWAC State Convention
Ramada Oasis, Springfield, MO

Teen Camp,  Group 1
Camp Niangua

Teen Camp, Group 2
Camp Niangua

National Association 
of Free Will Baptists 
Annual Convention
Memphis, TN

Pre-Teen Camp, Group 2
Camp Niangua

Pre-Teen Camp, Group 1
Camp Niangua

MOWAC State Retreat
Holiday Inn, Springfield, MO

State Youth Retreat
Windermere, Roach, MO

(All dates can be found on our website at 
www.mofwb.org)

MOFWB
2012 Calendar of Events

I recently received a letter from a pastor who was 
once a part of Free Will Baptists, but now pastors an 
independent church. He had inquired about a meet-
ing we were having and he wanted to know if it was 
alright for him to attend. I assured him we would love 
to have him at this meeting, or any meeting we spon-
sored. 

He wrote me back this note. (Used by Permission) 
“Thank you for following up with me, and for extend-
ing the invitation. It means a lot to know I am wel-
come to attend events of the group I was a part of for 
over three decades. For all those pastors that think 
being independent is all grand, and glorious, I would 
recommend they rethink their position. After being a 
part of FWB for 30 plus years, and then going to an 
independent church, it often feels like you are cut off 
from any support systems.”

I have thought a lot about this statement in light of 
so many today who seem to want to go their own 
way. What does belonging to an association do for 
me? Let me give you a few suggestions. (These are 
not original with me.) Affiliation gives me a sense 
of belonging. Free Will Baptists are my family, and 
these are my brothers, and sisters in Christ. Affilia-
tion gives me encouragement. Not only do my broth-
ers, and sisters encourage me, but I like to think I am 
an encouragement to them as well. Affiliation gives 
me Identity. I know my true identity is found in Christ, 
but by affiliating with others who interpret the Bible 
the way I do, I am not stuck out here on my own. 
Affiliation helps multiply our efforts. You’ve heard it 
said, “We can do more together than we could ever 
do alone.” I believe that statement is true. Affiliation 
helps me to be accountable. I am first of all account-
able to God, but others can help us stay on the right 
path. Affiliation makes me stronger. A single cord is 
easily broken, but when I’m united with many others, 
we all are stronger. Friends, let’s not cut ourselves 
off from our support systems. We need each other. 
I need you, and you need me. Humbling, I know, but 
none the less, true.

I hope to see you around. 

Glenn Poston, 
Promotional Director Echo Help

Reprinted with permission.

As I See it
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Please note:  The amounts listed 
are for two months, Feb-Mar, 2012Financial  Report

Coop Disbursements

Feb. / March  12 ........  $113,657.77 

19.00% State Home ....  $21,594.97 
17.00% Exec. Office ....  $19,321.82 
3.00%   Gen. Fund ........  $3,409.73 
8.50%   Youth Camp ......  $9,660.91 
2.50%   Youth Min Bd ....  $2,841.45 
2.50%   CE Bd ...............  $2,841.45 
2.50%   Senior Adult Bd  $2,841.45 
9.00%   MO Retirement  $10,229.20 
3.00%   ShowMe Plan ...  $3,409.73 

33.00%  Nat’l Ministries $33,302.52 
Hillsdale .........................  $4,204.54 

Total ...........................  $113,657.77 

COOP Receipts

Alton .................................  $400.00 
Amity .................................  $178.90 
Aulsbury Chapel ...............  $371.41 
Bailey ................................  $453.00 
Bailey Chapel ...................  $228.00 
Beacon ..........................  $1,965.00 
Belton ...............................  $725.60 
Bethel- El Dorado Springs  $475.82 
Black Oak ......................  $1,131.55 
Byrd ..................................  $384.00 
Cabool 1st ........................  $789.49 
Calvary Chapel ..............  $1,049.66 
Cape Girardeau 1st .......  $1,238.00 
Central ...........................  $2,001.90 
Christ Chapel .................  $1,462.00 
Clavary Chapel .................  $842.87 
Clifton .................................  $25.21 
Copper Mines ................  $1,297.90 
Cornerstone ...................  $1,170.92 
Cross Roads- Lebanon.....  $478.23 
Cuba .................................  $857.00 
De Soto 1st ....................  $3,600.00 
Faith..................................  $225.00 
Faith & Hope- Aurora ........  $187.00 
Faith Chapel ..................  $1,126.31 
Faith- Fair Grove ..............  $165.80 
Farmington 1st...............  $5,406.04 
Fellowship......................  $2,720.00 
Fredericktown 1st .............  $704.00 
Freeman Chapel ...............  $993.00 
Gospel Light .....................  $600.00 
Grace .............................  $3,350.67 
Hannon ..........................  $1,242.00 
Harmony ...........................  $869.56 
Hartville..........................  $4,292.00 
Hopewell ...........................  $894.00 
Houston 1st ...................  $1,050.83 
Hurryville ........................  $1,455.86 
Indian Creek Assoc........  $3,815.20 
Jackson ............................  $204.20 
Koshkonong......................  $420.00 
Lead Hill............................  $457.50 
Leadington  ....................  $1,053.00 
Lebanon 1st ...................  $2,281.06 
Lebanon Green Hills .........  $805.40 
LifePoint............................  $450.00

Macedonia- Niangua ........  $371.60 
Marshfield .........................  $357.02 
Mill Creek ..........................  $930.46 
Mine La Motte ...................  $142.47 
Monett 1st ......................  $1,931.96 
Mt. Pisgah......................  $1,190.00 
Mtn. Grove 1st ...............  $3,738.45 
Myrtle .............................  $1,286.62 
Nevada .............................  $719.00 
New Home- Lebanon........  $360.00 
New Hope .........................  $211.00 
New Life- Licking ..............  $803.99 
Number One .....................  $447.87 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ....  $485.95 
Oak Hill ..........................  $1,051.00 
O’Fallon 1st ...................  $3,960.75 
Ozark 1st .......................  $4,930.14 
Park Hills 1st..................  $2,216.43 
Parkview ........................  $1,009.00 
Pleasant Hill......................  $213.62 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana ...  $210.00 
Potosi 1st ..........................  $473.80 
Rejoice..............................  $946.54 
Republic.........................  $1,427.68 
Rock Chapel ..................  $1,136.82 
Rolla 1st............................  $518.00 
Salem .................................  $60.00 
Seymour ........................  $2,400.00 
Smyrna .............................  $135.00 
South Fremont ...............  $2,355.00 
Springfield 1st ................  $2,503.42 
St Francios Assoc. ..............  $90.00 
Stockton............................  $162.50 
Stonebridge ......................  $800.00 
Thayer ...........................  $3,034.00 
Trinity .............................  $2,022.88 
Union Light .......................  $428.00 
United ............................  $3,326.90 
Unity .................................  $790.00 
Verdella.............................  $256.15 
Viburnum ..........................  $418.00 
Victory- Alton .................  $1,926.45 
Waynesville 1st ..............  $1,209.08 
West Plains 1st ..............  $2,105.00 
Willow Springs ..................  $941.33 
Wolf Creek .....................  $1,729.00 
TOTAL .......................  $113,657.77 

Show-Me Plan

Beacon .............................  $682.27 
Belton ...............................  $406.00 
Black Oak .........................  $360.00 
Book Store .....................  $1,080.00 
Brown, James .....................  $80.00 
Cabool 1st ........................  $315.00 
Calvary Chapel .................  $210.00 
Central ..............................  $230.00 
Copper Mines ...................  $315.00 
Cornerstone ......................  $571.00 
Cross Roads- Lebanon.......  $30.00 
Cuba .................................  $265.50 
De Soto 1st ....................  $1,557.00 
Eastern Gate ......................  $60.00 
Farmington 1st..................  $910.00 
Farmington 1st- Mess. Class  $90.00 
Fellowship......................  $1,324.50

Fredericktown 1st .............  $330.00 
Freeman Chapel ............  $1,440.00 
Gentry, Elva Jo ...................  $40.00 
Gospel Light ..................  $2,284.80 
Grace .............................  $1,480.00 
Grant Ave. .........................  $238.47 
Greenfield ......................  $4,000.00 
Hannon ........................  $16,242.00 
Happy Hill .........................  $120.00 
Hartville.............................  $630.00 
Heritage Chapel................  $331.00 
Hopewell ...........................  $167.23 
Houston 1st ......................  $465.43 
Indian Creek Assoc........  $1,880.00 
Leadington  .......................  $460.00 
Lebanon 1st ......................  $900.00 
Lebanon Green Hills .........  $291.62 
Maggart, Roxanne ............  $400.00 
Mill Creek ..........................  $280.00 
Mine La Motte ...................  $300.00 
MO Cooperative Plan ....  $3,409.73 
MO WAC .......................  $4,310.84 
Monett 1st ...........................  $30.00 
Moore, Bruce ....................  $120.00 
Mt. Pisgah.........................  $625.00 
Mt. Zion “Cuba”.................  $160.00 
Mt. Zion- Thayer .................  $60.00 
Mtn. Grove 1st ...............  $1,350.00 
Myrtle ................................  $480.00 
Nevada .............................  $719.00 
New Harmony ................  $1,600.00 
New Home- Hartville.........  $420.00 
New Home- Lebanon.....  $1,249.00 
New Hope .........................  $150.00 
New Life- Licking ................  $54.00 
New Life- Monett ..............  $400.00 
Number One .....................  $120.00 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ....  $158.00 
Oak Hill .............................  $165.00 
O’Fallon 1st ...................  $1,070.25 
Olivet ................................  $270.00 
Ozark 1st ............................  $68.00 
Park Hills 1st.......................  $45.00 
Parkview ...........................  $421.00 
Parkway ............................  $180.00 
Pleasant Grove- Anderson  $270.00 
Pleasant Hill........................  $90.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana ...  $140.00 
Porter Chapel ................  $1,269.61 
Rejoice..............................  $230.00 
Richwoods 1st ..................  $105.00 
Rock Chapel .....................  $580.00 
Rolla 1st..............................  $60.00 
South Fremont ....................  $90.00 
Southeast Assoc. ................  $90.00 
Springfield 1st ................  $1,065.00 
Stockton............................  $153.25 
Thayer ...........................  $1,365.00 
Trinity ................................  $340.00 
Union Light .......................  $700.00 
United ...............................  $950.00 
Unity .................................  $490.00 
Verdella.............................  $943.83 
Viburnum ............................  $55.00 
Waynesville 1st .................  $933.35 
West Plains 1st .................  $302.00 
Willow Springs ..................  $355.00 
TOTAL .........................  $68,978.68

State Home Missions

Indian Creek Assoc........  $6,930.46 
Cornerstone ......................  $220.00 
LifePoint.........................  $1,750.00 
MO WAC ..........................  $102.50 
Mtn. Grove 1st ....................  $20.00 
Olivet ..................................  $50.00 
Ozark 1st ............................  $20.00 
Republic..............................  $50.00 
Richwoods 1st ....................  $48.40 
St. Francois Assoc .........  $5,897.32 
TOTAL .........................  $15,088.68

National Home Missions

 Beacon ..............................  $30.00 
Belton ...............................  $252.57 
Copper Mines ...................  $100.00 
Cuba .................................  $159.30 
De Soto 1st .......................  $625.00 
Farmington 1st...............  $1,778.00 
Fellowship.........................  $284.00 
Fredericktown 1st .............  $100.00 
Grace ................................  $689.00 
Grant Ave. .........................  $295.00 
Hannon ...............................  $50.00 
Hartville...............................  $60.00 
Houston 1st ........................  $40.00 
Hurryville ...........................  $200.00 
Jackson ..............................  $60.00 
Lebanon 1st ......................  $400.00 
Moore, Bruce ......................  $60.00 
Mtn. Grove 1st ..................  $240.00 
New Life- Monett ................  $50.00 
New Testament ...................  $40.00 
Oak Hill ...............................  $55.00 
O’Fallon 1st ........................  $50.00 
Olivet ..................................  $90.00 
Ozark 1st ..........................  $744.00 
Park Hills 1st.......................  $45.99 
Parkview ...........................  $110.00 
Rader, Jerry ........................  $40.00 
Richwoods 1st ....................  $82.60 
Rock Chapel .....................  $268.45 
Rolla 1st............................  $314.50 
South Fremont ....................  $45.00 
Southeast Assoc. ................  $45.00 
St Francios Assoc. .........  $3,931.55 
Thayer ..............................  $257.00 
Trinity ................................  $265.00 
United .................................  $10.00 
Waynesville 1st .................  $445.42 
West Plains 1st .................  $487.00 
Willow Springs ....................  $50.00 
TOTAL .........................  $12,849.38 

International Missions

Copper Mines ...................  $200.00 
Cuba .................................  $106.20 
De Soto 1st .......................  $130.00 
Fellowship.........................  $160.00 
Grace ..................................  $80.00 
Grant Ave. .........................  $116.01 
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Hannon .............................  $350.00 
Hartville.............................  $235.00 
Hickory Grove .....................  $89.76 
Moore, Bruce ......................  $20.00 
Mtn. Grove 1st ..................  $348.50 
O’Fallon 1st ...................  $1,000.00 
Olivet ..................................  $75.00 
Ozark 1st ............................  $50.00 
Park Hills 1st.......................  $29.98 
Parkview .............................  $10.00 
Rolla 1st............................  $294.50 
Salem ...............................  $100.00 
South Fremont ....................  $45.00 
Southeast Assoc. ................  $45.00 
St Francios Assoc. .........  $1,965.77 
Waynesville 1st .................  $180.00 
TOTAL ...........................  $5,630.72 

Designated

Berea Ministries

Southeast Assoc .................  $45.00 
TOTAL ................................  $45.00 

Trula Cronk Home 

Belton .................................  $50.00 
Bruce Moore .......................  $40.00 
De Soto 1st .......................  $140.00 
Grace ..................................  $71.00 
Hartville.............................  $150.00 
Hazel Creek ......................  $175.00 
Myrtle ..................................  $88.00 
New Life- Monett ..............  $729.00 
Union Light .......................  $100.00 
Unity .................................  $200.00 
TOTAL ...........................  $1,743.00 

FWBBC

Beacon ...............................  $75.00 
De Soto 1st .........................  $80.00 
Eastern Gate ....................  $100.00 
Fellowship...........................  $20.00 
Grant Avenue ........................  $8.00 
Mtn.  Grove 1st .................  $330.00 
O’Fallon 1st ........................  $40.00 
Olivet ..................................  $50.00 
Thayer ..............................  $150.00 
TOTAL ..............................  $853.00 

Hillsdale

Beacon ...............................  $82.00 
Farmington 1st..................  $225.00 
Fellowship...........................  $10.00 
Grant Avenue ........................  $8.00 
Indian Creek Assoc...........  $196.12 
Mtn. Grove 1st ..................  $340.00 
Olivet ..................................  $25.00 
Thayer ..............................  $150.00 
TOTAL ...........................  $1,036.12 

Free Will Baptist Foundation

Book Store ........................  $400.00 
TOTAL ..............................  $400.00 

MO FWB Christian Education Bd

Book Store ........................  $280.00 
TOTAL ..............................  $280.00

MO FWB Senior Adult Board

Book Store ........................  $280.00 
TOTAL ..............................  $280.00 

MO FWB Youth Ministries Board

Book Store ........................  $280.00 
TOTAL ..............................  $280.00 

Victor Torrez
........................................................
United- Youth Group .........  $400.00 
TOTAL ..............................  $400.00 

Mile High Ministries

Verdella.............................  $420.00 
TOTAL ..............................  $420.00 

Word Made Flesh

Verdella.............................  $259.28 
TOTAL ..............................  $259.28 

Rainbow Ministries

Martha Marlin......................  $20.00 
Olivet ..................................  $25.00 
TOTAL ................................  $45.00

Youth Camp

Cabool 1st ........................  $120.00 
De Soto 1st .......................  $110.00 
Greater Springfield Assoc ...  $86.00 
Greenfield ......................  $2,000.00 
Hartville...............................  $30.00 
Book Store .....................  $1,080.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ..........  $100.00 
Mt. Pisgah...........................  $30.00 
Myrtle ..................................  $31.00 
Nevada ...............................  $60.00 
New Life- Monett ..............  $729.00 
Oak Hill ...............................  $52.00 
O’Fallon 1st ...................  $2,888.00 
Ozark 1st ............................  $20.00 
Rock Chapel .......................  $34.00 
Rolla 1st..............................  $40.00 
South Central Assoc .........  $181.53 
St. Louis District Assoc ..  $1,000.00 
Thayer ..............................  $150.00 
Trinity ..................................  $30.00 
United .................................  $50.00 
West Plains 1st ...................  $50.00 
Willow Springs ..................  $100.00 
TOTAL ...........................  $8,971.53 
 
Youth Camp Development

Hartville...............................  $60.00 
Houston 1st ........................  $80.00 
Mtn. Grove 1st ..................  $300.00 
Myrtle ..................................  $89.00 
Oak Hill .............................  $300.00 
United ...............................  $150.00 
TOTAL ..............................  $979.00 

Getsemani Children’s Home

Marshfield ...........................  $50.00 
TOTAL ................................  $50.00 

Harvest FWB Native American 
Mission

Marshfield ...........................  $50.00 
TOTAL ................................  $50.00 

www.mofwb.org
Email:
stan@mofwb.org
mofreewillbaptist@gmail.com

Facebook:
MO FWB Pastors
Mo Fwb Missions
Camp Niangua- Bruce Moore

New Beginnings 
FWB Church
Odessa, MO

Contact:
David Sherman
1-816-891-7541

Calvary FWB Church
Conway
Contact:

Leon Jones
1-417-830-3892

Available  
Churches

Hannon FWB Church
Hannon, MO

Contact:
Bob Garrett

417-843-6500
bjgarrett@hotmail.com

or Bob Dickey
417-843-4755
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Serving Missouri Free Will Baptists Since 1929

Complete line of :
•	 BIBLES AND CHURCH SUPPLIES
•	 GOSPEL MUSIC
•	 ACCOMPANIMENT CD’S
•	 GREETING CARDS AND GIFTS

•	 SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM
•	 TEACHING AIDS
•	 CHRISTIAN VIDEO AND RENTALS

Call us at 1-800-261-0571


