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from the Editor

What does it mean to ‘have a vision’?  Hearing some-
one speak of the term “Vision” can bring a plethora of 
ideas to our minds; everything from the biblical concept 
to something akin to mysticism.  What we have in mind 
is naturally the biblical concept.  

Vision is the principle focus of the local church.  Our 
vision defines and identifies us.  If a member seated 
on the 5th pew were asked to share the vision of your 
church, what would he say?  What would you say if 
asked the same question?  Hellen Keller was asked at 
one point, what could be worse than being blind’?  Her 
reply was very simple, “Having sight with no vision.”  

All of us have a vision for the future.  Some discouraged 
pastors have determined that maintaining the flock is 
their lot in life.  Others are confused or unclear about 
what God desires for them and their church.  Regard-
less of what your vision for the future may be, it is what 
identifies who you are and it defines what you do.  A 
lack of vision for the future leads to several negative 
results.  A lack of vision on the part of the pastor and 
church leadership will ultimately lead the congregation 
to maintenance mode or merely existing from Sunday 
to Sunday.  That is, we go from week to week doing the 
same thing, the same way, with the same results.  A 
lack of vision for the future also causes us to be guided 
by emotion, tradition or confusion rather than the Spirit 
of God and His inspired Word.  None of us want our 
churches to follow these negative leadings.

A clear vision for the future on the other hand will result 
in an increased attendance.  Everyone likes to form 
part of a group that is going forward as opposed to 
stagnation or retreat.  Vision also increases participa-
tion, enthusiasm, stewardship and evangelism.  All of us 
want to invest our lives into something that is moving in 
a positive direction.  When the leadership and members 
of a local congregation can explain clearly their church’s 
vision for the future there will be an observed passion 
for the ministry and an impact both locally and around 
the world.  Wouldn’t it be refreshing and exciting both 
for you and your pastor if he were to stand in the pulpit 
in January or February of 2012 and proclaim, “God has 

given me a vision of doubling our baptisms and our 
missions giving in 2012”.  

How can we get a vision?  A church’s vision for the 
future must come from God.  Just as God has a plan 
for the future of the individual, He also has a plan for 
the future of the local congregation.  That is God’s 
vision for the future of the church.  Just as God wants 
the individual to know His plan and vision for him, he 
also desires the same for the local congregation.  We 
would be wise to encourage our pastor to spend time 
away from the fray, time alone, in solitude with God, 
seeking God’s guidance for the future of our church.  
That same vision, given by God should be shared 
with the church leadership and discussed and prayed 
over.  Once it is clear in the minds of the leadership 
the vision should be shared repeatedly with the con-
gregation.   

God gave Habakuk a vision for the future.  Habakuk 
2:3.  Habakuk was instructed to write it down, and 
the inference is to refer to it repeatedly.  God tells 
Habakuk that even though the vision may be delayed 
in its fruition, it will come to pass.  May God give Mis-
souri pastors, leaders and churches a clear vision for 
the future, and may we deny discouragement as we 
wait for God to bring His vision to reality.    

As we look forward to 2012, where would God want 
to take you, your church, Sunday School class, small 
group or family?  May all of us carve out some time 
to ask God to give us a clear, understandable and 
achievable vision for what He wants to do through us 
in 2012.  We look forward to serving you.  

Grace & blessings to you,

Stanley Bunch

A Vision For the Future
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Missouri Show-Me Missions

Follow Mo Fwb Missions

MO FWB Missions    PO box 1218    Lebanon, MO  65536

Taking it to the streets

www.showmeplan.
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Follow Mo Fwb Missions

MO FWB Missions    PO box 1218    Lebanon, MO  65536

Taking it to the streets
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The General Board of the Missouri State Associ-
ation of Free Will Baptists recently confirmed the 
selection of Stanley Bunch as the new Executive 
Director for the State.
 
Stan was born and raised in Berryville, Arkan-
sas.  He became a Christian during his senior 
year in high school and later attended Hillsdale Free 
Will Baptist College in Moore, Oklahoma.  While 
studying at Hillsdale he met Brenda Selvey, a native 
of Liberal, Missouri and member of the Hannon 
FWB Church.  Stan & Brenda married and moved 
to Liberal in January of 1980 to assume the pastor-
ate of the Verdella Free Will Baptist Church. 
 
Stan pastored the Verdella church until April of 1983 
when they were appointed to overseas mission-
ary service in Panama, Central America through 
Free Will Baptist International Missions.  While in 
Panama Stan & Brenda and their three children 
Jonathan, Alicia and Amanda participated in helping 
to start three churches and various missions and 
preaching points.  The most recent church in Chitré 
was started in 2004 and was officially organized 
August 27th, 2011, and is now under the leadership 
of a Panamanian pastor. 
 
Stan and Brenda’s three adult children are all 
professionals in their respective fields.  Jonathan is 
a Lawyer and is the Vice President and Director of 
State Courts with the Federalist Society in Washing-
ton, D.C. where he lives with his wife Amanda and 
daughter Audrey.  Alicia is a family counselor and 
works with the Word Made Flesh Mission in La Paz, 
Bolivia.  Her ministry involves reaching women who 
are victims of abuse, prostitution or human traffick-
ing and helping them to find new life in Christ and a 
new means of supporting themselves.  Amanda is 
a kindergarten teacher in Siloam Springs, Arkansas 
and finds her Spanish speaking skills quite helpful 
in the heavily Hispanic populated area.

Missionary Stan Bunch Chosen as New Director

 
The following thought came to Stan in a recent mission 
meeting and is a principle he would like to further de-
velop in his life.   “Our passion for ministry and people 
trumps our distaste or dislike for certain ministry activi-
ties, as well as our desire to stay in our comfort zone, 
thus we step out of our comfort zone and minister with 
a passion.” 
 
“I look forward to serving our pastors and churches in 
the state of Missouri.  I find myself departing Panama 
and returning to Missouri with a similar fear and trepi-
dation that we felt nearly twenty six years ago when 
we departed Missouri to move to Panama.  God went 
before us at that time and faithfully led us, and He will 
do the same this time.”
 
Stan and Brenda will be moving back to the states the 
first of February.  Stan will assume his duties at the 
state office on March 1st.

In our lead-up to our 2013 
Centennial we are reprinting 
articles from past Gem magazines.  
This is the cover page from 
Volume 1, Number 1 printed in 
January,1929.
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Missionary Stan Bunch Chosen as New Director
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So why do we do the District Associa-
tion?  What’s the big deal?  Why do we even 
need the District Association?  Why should I 
be there?

These are questions I have had to pose to myself 
in the course of ministry as a Free Will Baptist.  I 
would say that these are questions that many of 
you are posing, and if you are not, the people in 
your church are, especially the younger ones.  
The one thing we can see across the denomina-
tion is that the District Association is dying in most 
places.  Attendance is dwindling.  Effectiveness 
is waning.  Overall, our desire to be there is less 
than enthusiastic.

As a lifelong, indoctrinated child of a Free 
Will Baptist minister, I never really posed 
these questions to myself.  These ques-
tions are thrust upon us as we seek to 
include our people in the life of the Free 
Will Baptist church.  

Before becoming the pastor of my current church, I 
was a youth pastor to some of the best youth in the 
kingdom of Christ.  Their willingness to do has always 
impressed and inspired me.  A couple of times, I was 
so convinced of their willingness to do whatever, I even 
asked them to attend District Association meetings.  
They responded by asking, “Why? What’s going on?” 
or “Why? Are you in trouble?”.  I really had no re-
sponse for them.  Why?  Should I ask them to partici-
pate in what they would consider meaningless busi-
ness?  Should I ask them to participate in yet another 
church service?  Should I tempt them to eat the other 
church’s food?  

The “Why” hangs over our head as a denomination, 
and we must answer it or risk becoming an irrelevant, 
loose association of churches who do things just to do 
things.

Soon after I began pondering this set of questions, I 
watched a church celebrate its 10th anniversary.  It is a 

mutli-site church with churches in several cities.  Their 
people went to this gathering by the thousands.  They 
were excited.  They were excited to finally see other 
people from their “church”.  They were excited to finally 
gather as one “church”, even though they are a part of 
other local churches.

As I watched this, I began to realize that maybe I had 
shallow ecclesiology.  Maybe my doctrine of the church 
wasn’t all that it could be.  Because as you boil down 
the ecclesiology of many Free Will Baptists, it boils 
down to one word: Autonomy.  The church rules itself, 
and it can choose what it wants to be a part of.

I don’t think this is wrong or bad, but I do think it is 
too simplistic.  If we are not careful, insisting upon our 
autonomy can make us isolationists.  I think this leads 
to loosely associated islanders.  We stay on our island.  

You stay on your island, and we will gather every cou-
ple of months on one island to eat each other’s food.  
We’ll have a church service, and then go back to our 
respective islands to continue our autonomy.

To use an example, the church that many have started 
to idealize and in some cases idolize, is the early 
church of Jerusalem.  It began with a bang in the 
book of Acts 2:42 And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the break-
ing of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon 
every soul, and many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed 
were together and had all things in common. 45 And 
they were selling their possessions and belongings 
and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
46 And day by day, attending the temple together and 
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food 
with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and 
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number day by day those who were being saved. 
Acts 2:42-47 

Do We Need District Associations?
By Scott Collins

“If we are not careful, insisting upon our
 autonomy can make us isolationists.”
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As the church grew and started meeting in other loca-
tions throughout the city, we are told that there was an 
increasing effort by the church to preserve unity and 
encourage the parts that they were a welcomed part of 
the whole.  What we don’t see is that because of perse-
cution and hard times the Jewish church there became 
increasingly isolated and moved across the Jordan 
many years later to the area of Pella.  They isolated 
themselves from the fellowship and communication 
of fellow believers, and Justo Gonzalez describes the 
result in The Story of Christianity:

“In the desolate regions beyond the Jordan, Jewish 
Christianity made contact with various groups who had 
also abandoned orthodox Judaism.  Lacking in contact 
with the rest of the church, that Jewish Christian com-
munity followed its own course, and was often influ-
enced by many sects among which it lived.  When, in 
later centuries, Gentile Christians deigned to write a few 
words about that forgotten community, they would speak 
of its heretics and its strange customs, but they would 
have little of positive value to say about that church, 
which faded out of history in the fifth century.” 

(The Story of Christianity: Volume 1 The Early Church to the Dawn 
of the Reformation. Gonzalez, Justo. (HarperCollins Publishers, San 
Francisco, 1984), 22) 

400 years after Acts 2, the church that inspires us with 
their commitment and ministry fades 
from history.  What a tragedy!  By con-
solation, let me say, however, that that 
church lasted much longer than most 
of our churches have existed.  The real 
issues caused by isolation, however, still 
remain.

What I would like to suggest is 
this:

Considering our associations as manifestations of the 
universal church is more advantageous to our Districts 
than just trying to carry on an age old tradition.
Continuing to do District Associations “just because” 
isn’t working.  Districts are dying and I think a part (this 
is not exhaustive) of the answer lies in renewing our 
doctrine of the church.

We must begin by acknowledging that our local church 
is only a church within the larger universal church.  
Granted, the universal church is invisible and part of 
that church is the church at rest.  This, however, doesn’t 
change the fact that we are only a part of the universal 
church.

Our churches are visible.  We have congregations.  We 
have pastors and deacons.  But our individual churches 

are “miniature patterns”  of the universal church which 
we cannot see as yet.

We may not be able to see this universal church which 
consists of all believers throughout the entire world 
and those who have gone on to be with the Lord.  
However, we can gather with ever greater assemblies 
of this universal church.

As we gather as a District, we gather, in my estimation, 
as a larger manifestation of this universal church.  And 
just as there are benefits and responsibilities within a 
local manifestation of the universal church, there are 
benefits and responsibilities within a larger manifesta-
tion of the universal church.  I am not arguing for the 
same organization of these larger assemblies.  But this 
larger gathering is STILL THE CHURCH.  As a mem-
ber of the universal church, we retain certain benefits 
and responsibilities in each level of gathering of that 
church.

In short, the gathering of the Districts is not just a 
District Association of loosely associated autonomous 
churches.  Every time we gather, whether as Districts, 
States, The National, or International, we gather as 
THE CHURCH.  For that reason alone, we could say 
that those gatherings are of equal importance with the 
gatherings of our individual congregations.  As such, I 

believe that there are benefits and responsibilities that 
give these gatherings greater meaning for every Free 
Will Baptist.

Our Responsibilities:

1. We must gather for unity’s sake.  One of 
Christ’s greatest desires as we see in John 17 is the 
unity of the church.  He prays fervently for us to be one 
as He is one with His Father.  I cannot help but be-
lieve that that is for more than just the local church.  I 
believe that Jesus is asking for the unity of the univer-
sal church as well as the local manifestations of that 
universal church.  We must cease to see ourselves as 
only individual churches.  

We must add to that the understanding that we are a 
single branch of the whole vine.  Each branch has its 
own function and purpose, but it does not differ in func-

“We must begin by acknowledging that 
our local church is only a church within 

the larger universal church.” 

continued on page 10
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tion and purpose from any of the other branches.  We 
may not be able to see or comprehend the whole vine, 
but we need to be with and partner with the branches 
next to us for the good of the whole vine.  We need to 
know we are part of the whole and the whole needs to 
know that we are one with them.

2. We need accountability.  I figure we would agree 
that we are dedicated to the purity of the bride of Christ.  
What a great opportunity our Districts have to dedicate 
themselves to the duty of ensuring the purity of our doc-
trine.  Through the collective knowledge and wisdom we 
have others to come alongside of us to help us preserve 
our doctrine.  Through the act of licensing and ordain-
ing of pastors and deacons, we have the opportunity to 
protect our church’s doctrine. 

 Our Districts have no one else to blame for faulty 
doctrine than themselves and their processes of ac-
countability therein.  Also, we have the opportunity to 
dedicate ourselves to the purity of the bride of Christ by 
the condemnation of sin.  

3. We need encouragement.  Look anywhere and 
you will find that many churches are in decline.  Many 
smaller churches are struggling, and yet we isolate 
ourselves from one of the greatest encouragements 
available: our brothers and sisters in Christ.  When an 
entire church feels defeated, where do they turn?  When 
a church is in need, where does it turn?  If our churches 
begin to endure persecution, where will they turn?  

The District serves its members, while the members 
serve in the District to accomplish the purpose of the 
Gospel.  

Our Benefits:

1. We need to see that we aren’t alone.  There 
are many FWB’s that feel alone because of distance.  
Having been in some of these locations, loneliness can 
be a harsh reality not just for the people but for the pas-
tor also.  To know that there are others who share our 
doctrine and are members with us should be an encour-
aging reality.  There are also many small FWB churches 
that can easily feel alone because of their size.  What a 
privilege for us to be a part of encouraging those labor-
ing side by side with us in the Gospel!

2. We have a common purpose.  Reach our com-
munities, cities, countries with the Gospel.  The area 
I pastor in is surrounded and infiltrated by Free Will 
Baptist churches.  Each of us striving to reach the lost 
with the truth of the Gospel.  Together, our efforts are 

multiplied and magnified.  Alone we could never reach 
the world with the Gospel.  Alone we could never reach 
our country with the Gospel.  Alone we cannot reach 
our area with the Gospel.  As smaller churches, we 
can feel that we don’t have the resources to do as 
much as we would like, but when we realize that we 
aren’t the only one, we can see clearly how our efforts 
are multiplied and magnified by our sister churches.

3. My favorite benefit is that we see we are part 
of something bigger than ourselves when we gather 
with greater assemblies.  My wife is from Albania, and 
in 2008 I had the privilege to visit her home country.  I 
was given the privilege to preach at her home church 
in Durres, Albania.  While I was sitting in the back of 
the sanctuary (I had the European version of Montezu-
ma’s Revenge and had to be close to their outhouse), I 
observed their worship and I suddenly realized some-
thing that I had never truly thought about.  I realized 
that 6 hours from that time my home church in the 
US would be singing praises to the same Savior.  As I 
pondered this, I realized that every Sunday all day long 
the praises of Jesus are being sung.  It’s like a 24 hour 
worship service to the Savior we love.  I never realized 
how small I was in this, and yet how privileged I am to 
have a voice in that choir. 

 As we gather as Districts, States, the National and 
even our International Fellowship, we get to see a 
larger and larger snapshot of that church that worships 
24 hours a day.  We get to see an ever larger snapshot 
of what the universal church looks like.  We might be 
able to say we get a snapshot of what heaven will be 
like.

I believe the consequences of an isolated church are 
too great for us to miss out on a greater manifesta-
tion because there might be a few headaches.  The 
responsibilities are too important and the benefits 
too great to ignore the universal church.  We need 
to answer the question “why”.  But maybe we should 
also consider what we are missing out on if we aren’t 
taking our districts seriously and giving the place of 
importance that they are due as a part of the universal 
church.

continued from page 9

Scott Collins is the pastor of 
South Freemont Church.  He 
and His wife Alona and their 
two children recently moved 
to Springfield from O’Fallon 

where he served as Youth 
Pastor.  Scott is also the 

chairman of the Youth Camp 
Board
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Joy Makers’ Silent Auction Speaks Loudly 
at the First Free Will Baptist Church of De 
Soto

It’s amazing what can be accomplished with 
some unwanted items and some giving hearts!  
They say one man’s junk is another man’s 
treasure.  The Joy Makers’ organization asked 
the De Soto church members to bring in their 
slightly used, unwanted items from home to 
donate for a silent auction to raise money for 
Free Will Baptist Missions.  They asked for 
smaller items such as stuffed animals, jewelry, and books, and baskets of all sizes, cookware, furniture, tools, etc.  
The members made baskets with the smaller items, creating different themes.  The church members had fun out-
bidding each other, keeping in mind that all proceeds would go to missions.  
Joy Makers’ President, Mary White, was excited to announce that $2,000 was raised this year, just by people do-
nating things they didn’t need or want anymore – and others being willing to give from their hearts.  The Joy Mak-
ers’ is an organization that works to bring the joy of Jesus Christ to the hearts of the elderly and handicapped in 
the local church and community.  They also strive to help support the work of Free Will Baptist Missions in conjunc-
tion with Women Active for Christ to spread the word of God to the world.  If you would like to learn more about the 
Joy Makers or the De Soto First Free Will Baptist Church, please call the church at 636-586-6788.  

Joy Makers at Work

Pastor Gary Mitchener writes….
We experienced a great day at the Ozark First Free 
Will Baptist Church on Sept. 25th. This was designat-
ed “Friend Day” and the first worship service in our 
new building. Although this was a “one-time event” 
until we are finished it was a great time of rejoicing 
and celebration. We baptized 5 precious souls in 
our new baptistery and had an attendance of 310! 
Among our special guests were Executive Director 
Gary Fry and Missouri Mission Director Frank Web-
ster and his wife, Debbie.

A lot of hard work went into the preparation for the 
service. I thank our good people for their labors. Pray 
that God will make a way for us to move into our new 
location in the months to come.

“Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain 
that built it: except the Lord keep the city, the watch-
man waketh but in vain. “ Ps. 127:1

Ozark Friend Day in New Building
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We want to take a moment to remind you of some changes that we’ve made to this year’s Bible and Arts Festival.
We sent out a mailer a few months ago alerting you to some changes.  These changes are occurring in part to your 
continued feedback.  We want to improve the attendance and quality of our festival, and you have provided valuable 
feedback that will help make this possible.

One area of feedback we received was on the timing of the festival.  There were several who thought that doing it in 
conjunction with the State Meeting didn’t work as well as it had in years past when it was held as a separate event.  
We’re responding to that feedback.  This year’s event will take place on April 13-14, 2012.

We realized that moving it up would shorten the preparation time you all have.  So we sent out the mailer following 
the National so you all would notice of the changes in order to tweak your schedules.

Another area of feedback that we heard from many of you was the location of the event.  Many of our churches 
had to travel several hours every year in order to compete.  In an effort to even things out, we are implementing a 
schedule of rotating locations.  This year, our festival will be held at Calvary Fellowship FWB Church in Fenton, MO.  
Please begin making plans for the change in location.  Hotel arrangements will be made in the coming weeks.

This year, there are two ways to register:  First, you can go to mofwb.org and you can find a PDF document that you 
can download and print.  Or you can fill out the registration form located in this edition of the GEM.  Please mail your 
completed entry forms to:

First Free Will Baptist Church
C/O Andy Rains
280 VanBuren St.
Lebanon, MO  65536

(Entry forms must be postmarked by March 11, 2012.)   

Please, pick up a copy of the revised (2010) Competition Guidelines.  We want each of you to be prepared for what 
your category requires.  They are available at the book store in Lebanon.  

Also, if you are on Facebook, please “like” us!  Our group is “Missouri Free Will Baptist Youth Board.”  We will post 
updates, news and other information that pertains to the Bible and Arts Festival and the MO State Youth Confer-
ence. 

As always, we appreciate your prayers.  And continue to pray for the students in your church.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.  

Andy Rains
Chairman, MO FWB Youth Board
andyrains@lebanonfirstchurch.com
Cell:  (417) 718-6618

SCM Music and Arts Festival 2012
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Competition Codes

20__ Age Code:

Name of Entry 

Digital File / URL Category 

Forms attached

Name of Church City State 

Association Church Phone Fee 

Director/Coach Phone Number 

E-mail 

 1   Name Grade Gender

 2   Name Grade Gender

 3   Name Grade Gender

 4   Name Grade Gender

 5   Name Grade Gender

 6   Name Grade Gender

 7   Name Grade Gender

 8   Name Grade Gender

 9   Name Grade Gender

10  Name Grade Gender

11  Name Grade Gender

12  Name Grade Gender

13  Name Grade Gender

14  Name Grade Gender

15  Name Grade Gender

16  Name Grade Gender

17  Name Grade Gender

18  Name Grade Gender

19  Name Grade Gender

20  Name Grade Gender

Be sure to attach the 

following forms as needed:

Communication Scripts                   

Sermon Notes  /  Photo Details                                            

NYC Model Photo Releases  

Competition Event Entry Form
District  —  State  —  National

Comp Code:

Number of Participants 

Language (X.30) 

Complete the following information for each participant in this entry.
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Another year and another great Missouri State Youth Conference in 2011!  

The conference was started kicked off with a concert Friday Night.  To start the evening off, DJ Ataxic (Bryan Fisk, a 
member of LifePoint FWB Church in Blue Springs) did some mixing to get the 320 students from 26 FWB churches 
ready for the weekend.  We hosted musical guest Coffey Anderson.  Coffey is a very talented musician with a heart 
that is passionate for the Lord and His work.  Coffey was with us for the entire weekend, interacting with the students, 
signing autographs and making everyone around him laugh.

On Saturday, the teaching sessions fired up.  Coffey led us into worship, providing an awesome preparation for our 
time in God’s Word.

Our speaker this year was Tommy Swindol.  Tommy is the Student Pastor at Kirby FWB Church in Flat Rock, MI.  
Tommy challenged students to “step out of the shadows” in their relationship with the Lord.  He reminded them that 
God can do some extraordinary things with ordinary people, if we’re willing to follow where He’s leading.  The mes-
sages were fitting not only for the students, but also for the adults.

This year, the “Off The Wall” session was led by the Hillsdale.  They took the lead in a session of games and activities.  
During this segment, we had a breakout session for the youth leaders.  Tommy took part in a Q & A session that our 
leaders learned a lot from.

We heard from representatives from both Hillsdale and FWBBC.  We also heard from Scott Collins, chairman of the 
Camp Board, sharing news with us concerning Camp Niangua in 2012.  

There were also a couple of booths set up: 

Frank Webster, our Missouri Missions Director, had a table educating students on our missionaries.  Frank also had 
some games for students to play.

Bruce Moore, the Camp Niangua Director, had a booth showing next year’s camp theme, “Love Never Fails.”  We 
want to encourage all students to attend camp next year!!

New to us this year was Teresa Dixon, who had a booth set up with everything from baby clothes, to t-shirts, to acces-
sories!  

Thanks to everyone who attended this year’s conference!  We have some amazing students in our state.  I am encour-
aged from what I see in the students of our state.  Let’s join together to encourage them in their pursuit of the Lord, 
and lead a life that’s an example to them.

Also, if you are on Facebook, please “like” us!  Our group is “Missouri Free Will Baptist Youth Board.”  We will post 
updates, news and other information that pertains to the Bible and Arts Festival and the MO State Youth Conference. 

Andy Rains
Chairman, MO FWB Youth Board

Missouri State Youth Conference
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By Rev. Rick Batten 

Sunday morning, October 16th found the members of 
Rock Chapel Church as usual gathering for Sunday 
School then service. Sunday school, to my way of thinking, 
not some outdated practice of the past, but rather, vital to 
the training of young Christians and a refreshing reminder 
to those of us who might have a touch of gray around the 
temples, on how to live a life of faith toward our loving 
Master. 

What was unusual on this particular Lord’s day was the at-
tire many of our flock had adorned themselves with. I, standing in the front wearing “Key” overalls, had the best view in 
the house of so many dressed in the style of a bygone age. There were bonnets and suspenders, vests and smocks, 
long flowing dresses and yes, overalls. I had to wonder as I took it all in, if this might not have been a pretty normal 
scene many decades ago when Rock Chapel was first established, much closer to the 1900’s than the 2000’s of the 
present. 

Outside, too, was unusual as a horse named “Beauregard” stood ready to thrill many children, who in all likelihood had 
never seen a horse and buggy up close, let alone ridden in one. I saw more than young eyes light up that day, when 
those closer in age to eighty than eight took hold of the reins and found their memories racing back more than sixty 
years to fond thoughts of other buggy rides through the church yard with parents now at rest with Jesus. 

But alas, time stands still for no man, and many things do change. Many; but not all. God changes not, the scriptures 
say. Nor does the plan of salvation, or the promises of God. I think most of the church enjoyed October 16th as Sister 
Sherry Dugger provided the music and Brother Ron Putt let us all enjoy old Beau for a while. But as tempted as we 
are sometimes to long for the “good ole days”, I hope we haven’t forgotten the best is yet to come. Land “0” Gooshen, 
y’all! ... we ain’t even home yet! So, as my friend, Rev. Ike Dixon used to say: “Let’s just stay in the buggy”. 

Bonnets and Buggies

Ron Putt, Sadie Eduivley, Stanley and Glenda Jones

Liberty Free Will Reaches New Heights

The Church was chal-
lenged again on October 
10th to reach 175 in at-
tendance and Pastor Bro 
Craig Perry  would read 
the 23rd Psalms from the 
roof.  They went above 
and beyond on that day 
and brought in 221 for 
the Lord.  We praise God 
for what he is doing at 
Liberty FWB Church.  

Liberty Freewill Baptist Church has reach new heights in their service’s over the past few weeks ,  The Church was 
challenged on September 4th to reach 145 in attendance and our Song Leader Steve Cheatum would sing from the 
roof,  as you can see we made it with the Lord’s help.
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NASHVILLE, TN—Seventy-seven prospective stu-
dents from 15 states attended Fall 2011 Welcome 
Days November 10-12 at Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege, according to Rusty Campbell, director of enroll-
ment services. This marks an almost 80% increase 
over the Fall 2010 when 43 students participated. 
Campbell also reported a 50% rise in the number of 
states represented, up from 10 a year ago.

The group included 17 students from Michigan, 12 
from Tennessee, 11 from North Carolina, seven from 
Illinois, six from Arkansas, five from Ohio, four from 
South Carolina, three from Alabama, two each from 
Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, and Okla-
homa, one from Florida and one from Missouri.

                Mr. Campbell said, “Our Enrollment Man-
agement Team went all-out this summer and fall to 
make contact with students, parents, and pastors. 
They’re a great group to work with, and they’re com-
mitted to bringing more students on campus. When 
the prospective students arrived last week, we were 
ready with answers to their questions and three 
days of special events to give them a taste of what it 
means to be a student at FWBBC. We emphasized 
FWBBC’s high-quality academic programs as well as 
its deeply spiritual campus life.  We hope many of the 
students decide to enroll here.”

                Visitors enjoyed a full schedule that in-
cluded two nights in the dormitories and a musical 
Thursday evening that featured “Front Porch Pickin’ 
and Games,” plus late-night Spiritual Life group 
meetings in the dormitories.  They attended classes 
Friday and heard 2006 FWBBC graduate Craig Batts 
speak in chapel.  The President’s Reception for sen-
iors, parents, and sponsors met in Thigpen Theater 
after chapel. 

A campus-wide tour Friday afternoon acquainted visi-
tors with the 17 campus buildings. They then gathered 
in the Coffee House for a time of interaction with cur-
rent FWBBC students, and later some kick ball, dinner, 
and 90 minutes of Camp Fire and Smores, before the 
Flames Classic Basketball event closed out Friday 
night activities. Saturday morning the students shared 
a continental breakfast before packing up and return-
ing home.

                Exit evaluations completed by visiting stu-
dents indicated that their preferred areas of study in 
college focused on education, English, history, busi-
ness, biology, music, psychology, science, nursing, 
missions, and pastoral ministry—all areas in which 
FWBBC offers associate’s or bachelor’s degrees.

                One student reflected, “I had a great time 
and enjoyed the time with my youth group. I really liked 
my host—she seemed nice.”

                Another visiting student said, “It was swell! 
Thanks for the fun weekend.” A third student simply 
cheered, “Welcome Days was great!”

               

Attendance Jumps 80% at FWBBC 
Fall 2011 Welcome Days

 The Spring 2012 Welcome Days 
are scheduled April 19-21.  

For more information, contact the 
Enrollment Management Office at 

recruit@fwbbc.edu.
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Beacon .............................. $642.23
Belton ................................ $175.00
Bethel- Festus ..................... $90.00
Black Oak .......................... $180.00
Brown, Angela ..................... $15.00
Financial  Report

Coop Disbursements

Aug. / Sept.  11 ..........  $115,616.16

9.00%  State Home ...... $21,967.07 
17.00%  Exec. Office ...  $19,654.75 
3.00%    Gen. Fund .......  $3,468.49 
8.50%    Youth Camp .....  $9,827.37 
2.50%    Youth Min.........  $2,890.40 
2.50%    CE ...................  $2,890.40 
2.50%    Senior Adult .....  $2,890.40 
9.00%   MO Retirement  $10,405.46 
3.00%   ShowMe Plan ...  $3,468.49 

33.00%  Nat Ministries  $33,876.34 
Hillsdale .......................... $4,276.99 

Total ............................ $115,616.16 

Coop Receipts

Show Me Plan

State Home Missions

National Home 
Missions

International Missions

Please note:  The amounts listed 
are for two months, Oct-Nov, 2011

Alton .................................  $100.00 
Amity .................................  $174.76 
Aulsbury Chapel ...............  $368.47 
Bailey ................................  $505.00 
Bailey Chapel ...................  $204.00 
Beacon ..........................  $1,414.85 
Belton ...............................  $756.38 
Bethel- El Dorado Springs  $463.10 
Bethel- Marshfield.............  $575.19 
Black Oak ......................  $1,591.89 
Byrd ...............................  $1,300.00 
Cabool 1st ........................  $424.15 
Calvary Chapel ..............  $1,855.84 
Calvary Fellowship ........  $3,000.00 
Cape Girardeau 1st .......  $1,158.00 
Christ Chapel .................  $1,635.00 
Clifton .................................  $26.34 
Copper Mines ...................  $993.89 
Cornerstone ...................  $1,238.93 
Cross Roads- Lebanon.....  $330.81 
Cuba .................................  $848.00 
DeSoto 1st .....................  $3,300.00 
Faith Chapel .....................  $910.51 
Faith- Fair Grove ..............  $298.00 
Farmington 1st...............  $5,261.86 
Fellowship......................  $3,060.00 
Fordland ........................  $1,024.81 
Fredericktown 1st .............  $682.00 
Freeman Chapel ...............  $952.00 
Generations ......................  $752.02 
Gospel Light .....................  $400.00 
Grace .............................  $3,379.26 
Grant Avenue .................  $1,252.21 
Hannon ..........................  $1,346.00 
Harmony ........................  $1,067.95 
Hartville..........................  $2,499.00 
Hazel Creek ...................  $1,813.62 
Hopewell ...........................  $824.00 
Houston 1st ......................  $439.85 
Hurryville ........................  $1,124.23 
Jackson ............................  $296.59 
Koshkonong......................  $569.00 
Lead Hill............................  $604.90 
Leadington .....................  $1,035.00 
Lebanon 1st ...................  $2,536.44 

Lebanon Greenhills ..........  $407.57 
Macedonia- Niangua ........  $358.63 
Marshfield  ........................  $379.32 
Mill Creek ..........................  $990.21 
Mine La Motte ...................  $116.54 
Monett 1st ......................  $1,077.67 
Mt. Pisgah......................  $1,230.00 
Mtn. Grove 1st ...............  $2,318.30 
Myrtle ................................  $414.54 
Neosho 1st ....................  $1,240.70 
Nevada .............................  $547.10 
New Hope .........................  $606.00 
New Life- Licking ...........  $1,158.69 
Number One .....................  $224.35 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ....  $449.40 
Oak Hill .............................  $917.00 
O'Fallon 1st ...................  $3,335.31 
Ozark 1st .......................  $4,719.85 
Palabras DeVida Eterna ...  $185.25 
Park Hills 1st..................  $1,436.59 
Parkview ........................  $1,003.00 
Pleasant Hill- Thayer ........  $284.32 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana ...  $162.00 
Potosi 1st ..........................  $290.67 
Purdy 1st .......................  $1,900.00 
Rejoice...........................  $1,058.15 
Republic............................  $934.64 
Richwoods 1st ..................  $831.00 
Rock Chapel ..................  $1,120.25 
Rolla 1st............................  $752.00 
Salem .................................  $60.00 
Seymour ........................  $2,499.00 
Smyrna ...............................  $91.00 
Springfield 1st ................  $2,387.01 
Stockton............................  $271.00 
Thayer ...........................  $3,302.00 
Trinity .............................  $2,557.26 
Twin Oak........................  $1,808.00 
Union  .................................  $60.00 
Union Grove .....................  $943.00 
Union light.........................  $295.00 
United ............................  $4,471.55 
Unity .................................  $800.00 
Verdella.............................  $414.45 
Verdella ............................  $211.72 
Viburnum .......................  $1,058.00 
Victory- Alton .................  $1,497.48 
Victory- KC ....................  $1,528.27 
Walnut Grove ....................  $124.23 
Waynesville 1st ..............  $1,295.64 
West Plains 1st ..............  $1,022.00 
Willow Springs ..................  $393.96 
Wolf Creek .....................  $1,263.00 
Total........................... .$113,196.47.

Beacon .............................  $459.46 
Belton ...............................  $477.00 
Black Oak .........................  $540.00 
Book Store .....................  $1,080.00 
Brown- Angela ....................  $30.00 
Cabool 1st ........................  $210.00 
Calvary Chapel .................  $210.00 
Calvary Fellowship ........  $3,173.00 
Coon Creek ......................  $196.43 
Copper Mines ...................  $330.00 

Cornerstone ......................  $742.00 
Cross Roads- Lebanon.......  $60.00 
Cuba .................................  $245.00 
DeSoto 1st .....................  $1,497.00 
Eastern Gate ......................  $60.00 
Farmington 1st...............  $1,110.00 
Fellowship......................  $1,290.29 
Fordland ...........................  $400.00 
Fredericktown 1st .............  $360.00 
Freeman Chapel ............  $1,440.00 
Generations ......................  $298.15 
Gen Womens Outreach ....  $100.00 
Gentry, Elva Jo ...................  $20.00 
Gospel Light ..................  $1,200.00 
Grace ................................  $969.00 
Grant Avenue ....................  $400.86 
Greater KC Assoc .............  $929.70 
Hannon ..........................  $1,346.00 
Happy Hill .........................  $120.00 
Hartville.............................  $300.00 
Heritage Chapel................  $279.00 
Hopewell ...........................  $134.60 
Houston 1st ......................  $193.00 
Jones Chapel....................  $200.00 
Leadington ........................  $460.00 
Lebanon 1st ......................  $237.00 
Lebanon Greenhills ..........  $122.27 
Liberty Assoc. ................  $4,476.17 
Macedonia Aux- Purdy  $10,000.00 
Macedonia- Purdy .........  $3,000.00 
Maggart, Roxanne ............  $220.00 
Mill Creek ..........................  $280.00 
Mine La Motte ...................  $300.00 
MO COOP .....................  $3,395.90 
MO WAC .......................  $2,062.36 
Monett 1st ...........................  $15.00 
Mt. Pisgah......................  $1,260.00 
Mt. Zion “Cuba”.................  $160.00 
Mt. Zion- Thayer .................  $30.00 
Mtn. Grove 1st ..................  $735.00 
Myrtle ................................  $160.00 
Neosho 1st .......................  $550.00 
Nevada .............................  $607.10 
New Home- Hartville.........  $420.00 
New Hope .........................  $450.00 
New Life- Licking ..............  $341.43 
Number One .......................  $60.00 
Oak Grove- Houston...........  $30.00 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ....  $136.00 
Oak Hill .............................  $120.00 
O’Fallon 1st ...................  $1,004.43 
Olivet ................................  $180.00 
Ozark 1st ............................  $34.00 
Palabras DeVida Eterna .....  $45.00 
Park Hills 1st.......................  $45.00 
Parkview ...........................  $500.00 
Pleasant Grove .................  $270.00 
Pleasant Hill........................  $45.00 
Pleasant Hill- Thayer ..........  $45.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana ...  $140.00 
Porter Chapel ................  $1,293.48 
Purdy 1st ..........................  $765.00 
Rejoice..............................  $230.00 
Richwoods 1st ..................  $105.00 
Rock Chapel .....................  $640.00 
Rolla 1st..............................  $90.00 
South Central Assn. .......  $1,133.00 

Springfield 1st ...................  $539.00 
Stockton..............................  $90.00 
Thayer ...........................  $1,565.00 
Trinity ................................  $886.00 
Union  .................................  $45.00 
Union light.........................  $700.00 
United ...............................  $950.00 
Unity .................................  $490.00 
Verdella..........................  $2,267.25 
Viburnum ..........................  $165.00 
Victory- KC .......................  $947.00 
Walnut Grove ......................  $45.00 
Waynesville 1st .................  $939.25 
Willow Springs ..................  $260.00 
Total............................. .$66,482.13.

Cave Springs Assoc ......  $3,615.00 
Central Western Assoc .....  $165.36 
Harmony ........................  $1,041.00 
Hazel Creek ......................  $575.96 
Jones Chapel....................  $385.00 
Liberty Association............  $552.00 
Macedonia- Purdy ............  $400.00 
MO WAC ............................  $60.00 
Mtn. Grove 1st ...............  $1,523.00 
Olivet ..................................  $50.00 
Ozark 1st ............................  $20.00 
Republic..............................  $50.00 
Richwoods 1st ....................  $39.80 
Total................................ $8,477.12.

Calvary Fellowship ........  $1,278.00 
Copper Mines ...................  $200.00 
Cuba .................................  $458.00 
DeSoto 1st ........................  $150.00 
Farmington 1st....................  $49.56 
Fellowship.........................  $140.00 
Fredericktown 1st .............  $220.00 
Generations ........................  $49.82 
Grace ..................................  $80.00 
Grant Avenue ......................  $93.00 
Hartville.............................  $200.00 
Macedonia- Purdy .........  $1,550.00 
Monett 1st .........................  $105.00 
Mtn. Grove 1st ....................  $65.00 
Olivet ..................................  $50.00 
Ozark 1st ..........................  $100.00 
Park Hills 1st.......................  $30.00 
Parkview .............................  $20.00 
Purdy 1st ..........................  $260.50 
Rolla 1st............................  $190.00 
Salem ...............................  $100.00 
Trinity ..................................  $70.00 
Victory- KC .......................  $116.00 
Waynesville 1st .................  $165.00 
Total................................ $5,739.88.

Beacon ..............................  $15.00 
Belton ..............................  $230.63 
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Designated

Available  
Churches

New Beginnings 
Church

Odessa, MO
Contact:

David Sherman
1-816-891-7541

Calvary Church
Conway
Contact:

Leon Jones
1-417-830-3892

Black Oak ..........................  $20.00 
Copper Mines ..................  $100.00 
Cuba ................................  $147.00 
DeSoto 1st .......................  $640.00 
Farmington 1st..............  $1,422.00 
Fellowship........................  $294.76 
Fredericktown 1st ............  $100.00 
Grace ...............................  $405.00 
Grant Avenue ...................  $420.00 
Greater KC Assoc ............  $929.70 
Hartville..............................  $40.00 
Hazel Creek .....................  $368.00 
Houston 1st .......................  $20.00 
Hurryville ..........................  $200.00 
Jackson .............................  $60.00 
Lebanon 1st .....................  $500.00 
Liberty Assoc. ...............  $4,476.16 
Macedonia Aux.- Pudry  $2,000.00 
Mtn. Grove 1st .................  $120.00 
New Testament ..................  $40.00 
Oak Hill ..............................  $60.00 
O’Fallon 1st .......................  $50.00 
Ozark 1st .........................  $639.00 
Park Hills 1st......................  $45.00 
Parkview ........................... $110.00 
Rader, Jerry .......................  $40.00 
Richwoods 1st ...................  $69.70 
Rock Chapel ....................  $192.00 
Rolla 1st...........................  $210.00 
Thayer .............................  $227.00 
Trinity ...............................  $290.00 
United ..............................  $120.00 
Waynesville- WAC .............  $50.00 
Waynesville 1st ................  $395.00 
West Plains 1st ................  $480.00 
Willow Springs ...................  $25.00 
Total............................. $15,550.95.

Trula Cronk Home  
 
Belton .................................  $50.00 
De Soto 1st .......................  $110.00 
Grace ..................................  $80.00 
Hannon .............................  $100.00 
Hartville.............................  $100.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ............  $20.00 
Myrtle ..................................  $25.00 
Rolla 1st.........................  $1,299.03 
Union Light .......................  $100.00 
United ...............................  $100.00 
Unity .................................  $100.00 
TOTAL............................ .$2,084.03.
 
FWBBC 

Beacon ..................................71.25
De Soto 1st ............................80.00
Fellowship..............................20.00
Grant Avenue ...........................7.50
Mountain Grove 1st .............165.00
Olivet .....................................50.00
Thayer .................................150.00
TOTAL................................$543.75.
 
Hillsdale 
 
Beacon .................................. 71.25
Farmington 1st..................... 225.00
Fellowship.............................. 10.00
Generations ......................... 158.32
Grant Avenue ........................... 2.50
Mountain Grove 1st ............. 170.00

Thayer ................................150.00
TOTAL.............................. .$787.07.
 
FWB Foundation 
 
Book Store ........................  $400.00 
TOTAL............................... .$400.00.
 
Joplin Relief Fund 
 
Fellowship............................ 130.00
Indian Creek Association ..... 509.18
TOTAL............................... .$639.18.
 
MO CE Bd 
 
Book Store ........................  $280.00 
TOTAL ..............................  $280.00 
 
MO Senior Adult Bb 
 
Book Store ........................  $280.00 
TOTAL ..............................  $280.00 
 
MO Youth Ministries Bd 
 
Book Store ........................  $280.00 
TOTAL............................... .$280.00.
 
Victor Torrez 
 
United- Youth Group .........  $400.00 
TOTAL............................... .$400.00.
 
Mile High Ministries 
 
Verdella..........................  $1,043.63 
TOTAL ...........................  $1,043.63 
 
Word Made Flesh 
 
Verdella............................. $769.01 
TOTAL................................$769.01.
 
Youth Camp 
 
Clifton .................................. 357.77
Cross Roads- Lebanon........ 200.00
De Soto 1st .......................... 110.00
Greater Spfg Assoc ............... 58.00
Hartville.................................. 20.00
Book Store ........................ 1,080.00
Mountain Grove 1st ............... 50.00
Mt. Pisgah.............................. 30.00
Nevada .................................. 20.00
Ozark 1st ............................. 415.00
Rock Chapel .......................... 40.00
Rolla 1st................................. 60.00
Thayer ................................. 150.00
Trinity ..................................... 45.00
Union ..................................... 30.00
United .................................... 50.00
Verdella................................ 580.26
West Plains 1st ...................... 50.00
Willow Springs ....................... 50.00
TOTAL............................ .$3,396.03.
 
Camp Development 
 
Generations ........................... 79.16
Hannon ................................ 100.00
Hartville.................................. 40.00

Houston 1st 40.00
Myrtle 46.00
United 150.00
TOTAL  $455.16 
 
Rainbow Ministries 
 
Martha Marlin......................... 40.00
TOTAL................................. .$40.00.

Upcoming 
Seminar
May 8, 2012
9:30-12:30

Genesis and the 
Beginning

Dr. Doug Earls
State Office
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