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This magazine is
published bi-monthly
and has been in regular
publication since 1929.

from the Editor
Trust and Obey...
I have recently been re-reading the autobiography of George Mueller.
He was the man God led to build orphanages in Bristol, England in the 19th century. He never shared the
needs of his ministry with anyone, only bring them to
the Lord. Early in his ministry, he felt led of God not
to take a salary from the church he was pastoring. He
decided to only accept what was dropped in a box at
the back door of the church or whatever people felt led
to give him personally.
After his first year of this bold exercise, he discovered that he had
received more money and goods
than the salary that was offered him.
This set the course of the rest of
his ministry as he made his needs
known only to God. He continued to
refuse a salary for the rest of his 68
year ministry at the church. This is
but a small indicator of the faith he
had in God’s promise of provision.
In a day when England provided only
3600 spots in orphanages for the
many children left homeless, Mueller
was able to build and staff five great
orphanages where he fed, clothed
and ministered to over 10,000
orphans through the course of his
ministry. Along with his other ministries of scripture
distribution and day schools, Mueller had a great burden for mission work. God finally allowed him at age
70 to realize his dream. He spent the next 17 years
travelling to 42 different countries, preaching an average of once a day, totaling over 6,200 sermons.
Mueller died at age 90. He was found on the floor
beside his bed. Those who knew him were sure he
was on his knees talking to God when he was ushered
home.
Mueller’s great trust in the promises of God manifest
itself graphically in his unwavering life of prayer. There
was more reality and truth in the world he enjoyed in
his hours of prayer that in the world around him. The
answer to any need or situation waited, a simple prayer

away. There were times when his faith was tested.
Sometimes he was reduced to selling all he had to
provide the needs of his precious orphans. But he was
never dismayed; he believed that God could easily
replace his possessions if he really needed them.
It would be admirable to live as Mueller did. Most of
us would never make it. I do think we can learn the
key that was the success of Mueller’s life. It was his
implicit trust. He had confidence that God would do as
He had promised and that he had access to the throne
room through prayer.
It is so easy to lose sight of what Mueller lived daily. Having to wait from one
meal to the next for God to provide has
a way of keeping our attention focused
on Him and His promises. If we are
asked to wait on God to provide for us,
we grow nervous and begin to look for
a way to provide for ourselves. We are
accustomed to abundance. The idea
of having nothing until God provides is
appalling to us.
The Bible tells us to “trust in the Lord
with all our heart and lean not to our
own understanding. In all our ways
acknowledge Him and he will direct our
paths.” We shy away from a promise like that. While we are fairly sure,
based on what we know about God,
that He will keep his side of that promise, we are not
so sure about our part. We are unsure about whether
we can trust at the level that admonition seems to suggest. “All your heart…” and “all your ways…” sounds
suspiciously like giving control of our lives and our provision to Him. We are afraid He will not provide what
we want. His direction might not be down the paths we
have planned.
I am sure some of you have been where Mueller was.
At least for a moment and you know the pure joy and
satisfaction that comes from God’s provision. The feeling of security that has as its foundation the complete
knowledge that God loves us and is in control.
Mueller knew that feeling well. Sadly, many Christians
today never will.
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Missouri Show-Me Missions

What’s Happening in Missouri Missions
I see missions as missions.
Doesn’t matter to me if you are
talking about a town, a state, our
nation or any other place in the
world. To me the Great Commission is a plea that has the passion
of urgency. I don’t think Christ was
thinking, “When you get time and
opportunity, pick a place and give
it a shot.”
I see His directive in Acts 1:8 as,
I am giving you the power to do
this, so go to those in Jerusalem
and to those in Judea and to
those in Samaria and to all the
world. And, the word “go” doesn’t

the past, have a sense of urgency
behind what they do. Although
they focus on their Jerusalem
most of the time they know that
as they disciple their new Christians, those followers of Christ will
soon be empowered to engage in
evangelism beyond their Jerusalem.
Let me share with you what is
happening right now in MO FWB
State Missions.
In Monett, our Spanish speaking
church has led over 100 people to
Christ in the past 4 years. Most of

reach, teach and release through
this ministry.
In Blue Springs, the Dennis Moore
Family is working in the midst
of a powerful cult. In fact, the
LifePoint church sets in Independence while their mailbox across
the street is in Blue Springs.
Therefore, that area is heavily
influenced by a large presence of
the Mormons. It was realized that
when this property was turned
over to the Mission Board there
would be a high probability that
a Mormon group would offer to
buy it simply to keep a Protestant
church from forming.
We’re glad the Lord led
the Moore Family to help
us keep that from happening.

Christ was not thinking “when you get time and
opportunity, pick a place and give it a shot.”
translate to me as, “When you
feel you are ready.” or “Do this
one step at a time.” Instead, I’m
kind of like the angel who says in
a couple of verses later, “Why are
you standing here gawking at the
sky? Get busy!”
I realize none of that is direct
quotes; it’s just what those scriptures mean to me. My purpose is
that I want you to see the meaning behind why I am so proud of
our State Missionaries. These
families, as have many others in
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those have moved to other parts
of Missouri, across mid-America
and gone back to different parts
of Latin America. Through this,
Bro. Fermin has been able to
stay in contact with many and
encourages those to be witnesses with those in which they
come in contact. We even have
a core group in Guatemala who
came from the work in Monett.
This group even asked Fermin to
come start a church there, but he
felt his work here wasn’t over yet.
The Sanchez Family continues to

In the midst of that
obstacle, this church
has had 34 salvations in
the last two years! It is currently
averaging over 90 for 2011 and
will begin the stage out process in
2012 by returning half of the pastor salary to the Mission Board.
Then there is our church plant
in Troy. The Burke Family came
out of the Hannibal FWB over 4
years ago to join a partnership
between the Mission Board and
the Mid-Rivers Association. God
continued next page

Turnboughs Return to
States for Ministry
Antioch, TN—Clint Morgan, interim general director of
Free Will Baptist International Missions, announced
today that Jeff and Susan Turnbough will return to
Nashville in early October of this year.
Jeff and Susan have been with the Mission for 30
years, serving in Spain their entire career. In addition to
their responsibilities in the greater Madrid area, in 2006
Jeff became the regional director for Europe and Russia. In 2008, he assumed the responsibility of deputy
director of field operations.
At that time, it was best to follow the example of many
other evangelical mission agencies and have the Turnboughs remain in a cross-cultural environment to maintain an international perspective on Mission issues.
Recent changes in the Mission led the leadership team
to revisit this. “With his 30 years of experience, we believe Jeff can and will maintain that critical international

from previous page

designed Pastor Terry with a personality that enables him to reach
out to a variety of people. He
has led to Christ those who are
middle-class, those with Christian
backgrounds but out of church,
but he also is able to reach those
most churches don’t have the
personality to reach. That would
include those who have been in
jail recently, bikers, and those who
are heavily involved in rodeo. This
ability has allowed the Stonebridge FWB church to be much more
socially varied than most groups
which expands this church’s outreach possibilities.
In 2011 alone, Pastor Terry has
been able to lead 14 to Christ
while spending a great amount of
time in counseling, discipleship
and leading church involvement in
many local events. Besides hav-

perspective,” stated Clint. “We also see immense
benefit in Jeff working from the Antioch office, providing valuable input for new Mission leadership.”
Turnbough will continue to lead the field operations
team, working shoulder to shoulder with the Mission’s
new leadership when selected. Clint stated, “We
thank all our churches and supporters for their prayers
for Jeff and Susan as they make this significant transition. We ask you to remain faithful to pray as they
move stateside to continue in His service.”

ing a blanket crusade each winter
for the homeless, being involved
in a local food ministry, and making available youth mentoring, the
church has held a Bike Blessing
in downtown Troy the past two
years that brings in over 300 bikers to have their passion for riding
prayed over in the name of Jesus.
Through this Terry has been able
to lead a few to Christ right on
main street and been able to say
a prayer over secular radio that is
heard by several thousands.
I could go on with several more
stories about any one of these
three ministries, but I hope you
see why I am so proud of our
State Missionaries. These families are truly doing all they can,
through the power of the Holy
Spirit, to reach as many as possible as quickly as possible.

of others. I pray that in this time
of economic uncertainty you will
continue to be a supporter of our
Show Me Plan which is our unified fund that helps to support our
State, International and National
mission efforts. Without this unified
support for the Show Me Plan, we
could find ourselves like those in
Acts 1:11, just standing and looking at the sky. May God continue
to bless us as we seek to bless
others in His name.
Frank Webster

This is some of the result of being unified in Christ, for the sake
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We truly appreciate the support, both prayer and financial, received for the ministries of the Home Missions Department in past years. We realize the downturn in the economy is being felt across the nation. We are so thankful for all
that you have sacrificed to help our missionaries. Planting Free Will Baptist churches in every direction across North
America is of prime importance. Winning the lost is still the number one priority. Planting churches has been important to Free Will Baptists for more than 200 years and it is still important today! Please remember…
Please contact the Home Missions Department for free promotional materials at 1.877.767.7674 or through the website at www.homemissions.net.
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IM Board Selects Clint Morgan as
General Director
Antioch, TN—On Tuesday evening, September 27,
2011, the Board of Free Will Baptist International
Missions, during a called session in Nashville, Tennessee, voted to employ Clint Morgan as general
director. Morgan has served as interim general
director since February 10, 2011. On Wednesday,
September 28, the board convened in the International Mission’s conference room with the new
director to discuss strategies and plans for moving
the Mission forward in its quest to win souls, plant
churches, and train leaders.
“The board is thoroughly encouraged by the selection of Brother Clint,” declared Board Chairman
Danny Williams as he announced the board’s decision to the office staff. “We are convinced his stellar
performance as interim director and his ability to
think strategically eminently qualify him to lead this
organization.”
“I’m humbled by the board’s confidence in me and
excited at this new opportunity to impact the world
with the gospel of Jesus Christ,” Clint disclosed. “I
have totally enjoyed these months getting to know
and work with the office staff. I trust my tenure as
general director will strengthen and encourage our
Mission family scattered around the world. Please
pray for me,” Morgan requested, “that I will lead
with spiritual wisdom, strategic acuity, and consistent excellence.”

ceived a special assignment from the board in 2002
to research the possibility of the Mission entering
creative access areas of the world. As a result, The
Hanna Project was born in 2004. Clint was named
its general director in 2010. Clint has also served as
a regional director since the program’s inception in
2004. The Morgans ministered in France from 2007
to 2011. Clint and Lynette have four children (Trey,
Adam, Aaron, and Autumn) and six grandchildren.

Clint and his wife Lynette, daughter of pioneer
medical missionaries Dr. LaVerne and Lorene Miley,
served with excellence in Côte d’Ivoire (1976-2005).
The couple spent two terms in evangelism and
church planting before helping initiate and establish
a Bible institute for training Ivorian leaders. Clint re-

Board members attending this special session were
Danny Williams (AL, chairman), Randy Wilson (OK,
vice-chairman), Tom McCullough (MI, secretary),
Nelson Henderson (AR), Jeff Manning (NC), Greg
McAllister (CA), and Robert Morgan (TN), and Mark
Price (OH).

When you give to the

You support Missouri Home Missions, National Home Missions
and International Missions! Send your gift today.
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How do myths affect the local
church? Present expectations confine us, and myths
will keep any church in a rut.
We need to be aware of the
myths churches face today:
Myth One: The church is a volunteer organization.
The average church member has
been led to believe that activity within a local church is strictly
voluntary, meaning members can
come, give, share, and participate
as they please. Church rolls have
too long carried the weight of inactive and spiritually immature people
who wrongly believe they may do
as little as possible and still remain
part of the local church. To counter
this myth, consider the attitude of
Paul, who often likened himself to
a soldier, a servant, and a prisoner.
He took his role in ministry seriously, and so should every believer.
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Myth Two: We should use guilt
to enlist people.
How many people have been
recruited to serve by means of
guilt-ridden phrases such as “If
you love Jesus, you will serve in
our preschool?” Any person who
serves the Lord out of a sense
of guilt loses the joy of ministry.
We need to connect members to
ministry through church by utilizing their spiritual gifts, personality,
and passion.
Myth Three: Membership cannot have expectations placed
on it.
Expectations of involvement are
regularly placed on church members through civic organizations,
sports, etc. The work of the local
church carries much more weight
than worldly pursuits such as
these! The lack of impact in our

world is evident because there are
little or no expectations placed on
church members. Like the believers
in the New Testament, we must be
committed to ministry through the
local church.
Myth Four: Discipleship and
evangelism are two separate
things.
The work of evangelism—sharing one’s transformation in Christ
with others—is the joyful task of
every believer, not just the “gifted.”
Transformation discipleship gives
dual focus within believers. Simultaneously, believers mature in their
Christian walk while sharing Christ
with the world. A disciple of Christ
can’t grow without also being a
vibrant and verbal witness for Him.
Myth Five: It is impossible to get
people to serve today.
continued top of next page

Often, this myth results from a
lack of clear vision in leadership.
The truth is that members will
give their efforts to exciting ministries with effective leaders. They’ll
commit to work that makes a difference in others and in them.
Myth Six: Programs outweigh
purpose.
The calendar of a typical church
reflects attitude toward ministry. If a program rolls into next
year’s planning without proper
evaluation, people become loyal
to a program at the expense of
the purpose of the church. As a
result, churches sacrifice the best
ministries to do good ministries.
Churches need to ask questions
about the programs with which
they are building ministry. They
need evaluation against the
Great Commission purpose of the
church.

Myth Seven: The “80-20 Rule”
A common saying in churches is,
“Eighty percent of the money and
effort are given by 20 percent of
the people.” The church has long
accepted actions and attitudes
that allow the minority to give
sacrificially in doing the work of
ministry to support the majority.
But this kind of behavior was not
part of the first church, as seen
in Acts 2:41-45. The early church
was filled with involved, generous, servant-hearted, unified
people. We must be proactive in
addressing this issue.
Myth Eight: Belonging to a local church is irrelevant.
Churches must remind their
members of the relevance of
membership in the local body of
believers through addressing low

FWBBC
Named “Best
Christian
Workplace”

recognize FWBBC as a place
where God is honored and workers are respected, and they rate
the college as an exceptional
place to work. We outpaced the
industry in 53 of 58 survey questions! We have a wonderful group
of Christians pulling together on
the FWBBC campus, and I’m glad
the broader community recognizes
that fact.”

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist Bible College received notification that it has been certified as
a 2012 Best Christian Workplace
in the United States, according to
President Matt Pinson. The BCW
survey has been conducted for the
past eight years by the Best Christian Workplaces Institute—surveying over 100,000 anonymous
employees to date.

In order to be certified as a Best
Christian Workplace, organizations must complete the BCWI
employee engagement survey and
meet predetermined standards
of excellence. The survey covers
such issues as: job satisfaction, organizational commitment, Christian
witness, supervisory effectiveness,
work satisfaction, personal growth
and development, management effectiveness, supporter satisfaction,
teamwork, communications, and
pay and benefits.

President Pinson said, “This is
a first for us. What great news
for the college family that even
though we’ve been grappling with
a down economy, our employees

Al Lopus, president of BCWI,
notes, “We salute this year’s Best

expectations and reasons people
are not actively involved. Every
believer should participate in a local fellowship because Jesus died
for the church. Should we not be
willing to give ourselves to that for
which Jesus sacrificed?
When we allow myths such as
these to become reality in our congregations, we limit our impact for
Christ. Myths rob our churches and
members of being all that Christ
intends them to be.
John S. Powers is a pastor at
First Baptist Church, Norfolk,
VA, and author of The BodyLife Journey: Guiding Believers into Ministry. Reprinted
from ChurchLeaders.com by
permission

Christian Workplaces for their
intentional efforts to nurture an
organizational culture that reflects
God’s divine nature, even in a difficult economy. We strongly encourage anyone who isn’t working in a
Christian organization to consider
one of these, especially if they have
a desire to be part of a mission
greater than themselves.”
“Providing quality Christian collegiate education has always
been challenging,” Provost Greg
Ketteman said, “and this is especially true today. FWBBC teachers, staff, and administrators carry
the well-known rigors of their jobs
along with the effects of a difficult
economy and heightened demands
for clear, accurate, Bible-based
teaching. All this is encountered in
a culture increasingly hostile to the
Christian worldview. Being included
in the Best Christian Workplaces
in America demonstrates how
FWBBC employees are facing the
difficult challenges of our world.
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Meet Our Pastor
This is a new series wherein we invite church
members to give us a look at their pastor...old,
new or somewhere in between. This month is...

Jackson Watts, pastor of Grace
Church in Arnold, MO

By Judy Martin
He came from
a town close to
Mayberry—well
sort of; Jackson
lived in Raleigh,
N.C. before moving to Missouri;
and he is as congenial, honest,
and humble as
Andy Griffith. He
even has a slight
southern drawl
and one of his
favorite memories
is of fishing.
Jackson Watts
planned to go
into politics but
ended up as pastor of Grace Free Will Baptist church on
Tenbrook in Arnold.
Although he is only 26, he has two masters degrees and
is working on his doctorate, so obviously, very intelligent.
But, as Glyn Gilman, a church deacon, said, “He delivers
the message in a way the congregation of all ages can
relate to.”
He has an incredible memory. An example of his
intelligence was the way he remembered practically
everyone’s name at church by the first few weeks, after
starting as pastor in August.
Jackson grew up on a 1500 acre farm in Turbeville, S.C.,
with his father, a farmer, his mother, a dental assistant,
and his older brother, before moving to Raleigh to go to
college. It was while he was in college he felt called to
preach.
He started preaching at 18 and was ordained at 22. He
has a maturity and composure well beyond his years.
When various church members were asked to describe
him the terms “caring”, “approachable”, “personable”,
“gentle”, even “a sweetheart” were used.
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To get to know him better I asked him about some of
his favorite things. They are as follows:
•
Sport—Baseball, football, college basketball
•
Music—All kinds. He mentioned liking Josh
		
Groban
•
Fiction writers—John Grisham, Michael Cric
		
hton
•
Non-fiction writer—David Wells
•
Movies—old black and white movies, the
		
movie “Sergeant York” especially
•
Foods—Seafood, Italian food, baked spaghetti,
		
home cooking, soul food like fried
		
chicken, meatloaf, mashed potatoes,
		
beans
•
Desserts—Strawberry shortcake, apple pie
with ice cream
•
Hobbies—reading, writing and tennis
•
He likes traveling and has been to Turkey,
		
Canada, and Cuba
In his spare time he likes to read, watch sports, and
write. He has a few book ideas in mind and a goal is
to be published.
His plans for the future include getting married and
having a family. He was recently engaged.
When asked what his favorite part of his job was he
replied, “Seeing someone take that next step in their
spiritual life; when they make hard decisions because
they know it is right.”
The most difficult part of his job is the death of a child
or an unbeliever. Another difficult situation is when
people in the church make secondary things primary
and neglect to focus on the main things--the things that
are important.
A pet peeve is when people are constantly late.
Asked what he is proudest of he replied, “I’m grateful
for my up bringing, the circumstances of how I was
raised.” His good breeding is apparent in his gracious
manners, neatness and hardworking ethics. He is a
very good listener and if he hesitates before answering, it is because he thinks his answer through before
replying.
Brother Jackson’s soft voice and well organized sermons are a delight to listen to.
As Glenn Rehkop, the retired pastor from Grace, said,
“Brother Jackson Watts is a young man who desires
the Lord’s will for his life. His sermons are scripturally
sound. He is a warm, friendly, caring person. We are
glad to have him with us at Grace Church.

Foundation
Stones
By J. Mark Vandivort

July 10th was my brother Ben’s birthday. I decided to
sit down and turn in my Bible to Psalm 10 to see what
God had to say to my brother (and me). While turning the pages my eyes caught the words: “If the foundations are destroyed,What can the righteous do?” (Psalm 11:4,).
A chain of thoughts snapped into place. Newspaper,
TV, and internet headlines had been boldly declaring that moral foundation stones of civilization, as we
know it, are being blown apart. Where can an unyielding righteous person find solid foundation stones
upon which to build his or her life? One reliable
source is the Bible itself.
While thinking of foundation stones, I thought of my
New Hampshire boss, Zeke, who enjoyed the art of
building walls and foundations of carefully selected
stones. His expert workmanship, without the use of
cement, could stand the test of time.
On one occasion, I helped him build a bridge over a
small clear-water stream for a client. Zeke waded
water down the stream searching for just the right
foundation stones. I followed him driving his frontend loader on steel caterpillar tracks. First he selected
some greyish, granite stones that were about four-feet
in diameter. When those stones were in place he selected smaller stones of various sizes in order to form
a tightly-locked rock wall forming foundations for the
bridge abutments.
Some years later, I learned that a destructive flash food
had raced down the valley where Zeke had built the
bridge. The next time my family and I toured the area,
we drove by Zeke’s bridge. It was standing strong.
Let’s let the Master Designer, Jesus Christ, select foundation stones upon which to build our homes that will
stand the test of time:
“And He answered and said to them, ‘Have you not
read that He who made them at the beginning ‘made
them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh”? So then
they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what
God has joined together, let not man separate” (Matthew 19:4-6).
Can you improve upon His home-building blueprint?
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LEADINGTON FWB WAC HOSTS BENEFIT

Jacque had left her two daughters, the rest of
the triplet set, with her dad and mom while she
headed about an hour and a half south to sign
divorce papers that would remove her from the
abusive hand of her estranged husband, who
had threatened and hurt her many times. Most
of those times were hidden from her parents
because she thought she could endure it and
not worry them.

June 1, 2011. It was
a normal, cloudless day in
St. Francois County, Missouri. Going to work, eating
breakfast, watching kids
play..... Then a call went
through the Leadington Free
Will Baptist Church prayer
chain, a prayer request that
at first seemed confusing.
“Stan & Ruby’s daughter,
Jacque, and her son, one of
a set of triplets, is missing.”
What?? A mom and her five-year-old son don’t just
“disappear!” Stan & Ruby are faithful, active members of the Leadington church family; and of course,
we all knew their daughter and her miracle triplets.
We all remembered when she went through in vitro
fertilization which resulted in the birth of three healthy,
beautiful babies. When they were just a couple
weeks old, they made their debut at our church where
many oooh’s and ahh’s were given; since there were
three, we all got a chance to hold at least one of these
little tykes!
Slowly, as June 1 progressed to June 2 and June 3
and on and on, more pieces to this horrible puzzle
were put in place, while at the same time gaping holes
were still left in the puzzle, leaving the family distraught and living the worst nightmare of their life.
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That day, she was looking forward to the ultimate relief of knowing that he would not longer
hold a threat over
her–she thought.
He had the little
boy for a few days
of visitation. When
they had finished
signing the paperwork at the
attorney’s office,
he told her if she
wanted to get the
boy, she had to
come to his house.
She would
do anything
for her
children, so
she went...
alone...to get
her son. As
you probably have
guessed,
that was a
trick. The
Jacque, has been missing since June 1. All proceeds went to Avery, Maddox, and Addison Waller

son was not
there; he had
been taken to his daddy’s girlfriend’s house an
hour away.
What happened next no one can say for sure–
no one except that estranged husband who
won’t talk. The family feared the worst when
Jacque didn’t return home at the time she

should have. Eventually, the son was put back in the
hands of Jacque’s sister, who reunited the triplets–triplets who were waiting excitedly for Mommy to come
home. Torturous hours turned into days, then weeks,
then months, and as of the writing of this article, the
police searches for her missing body are still ongoing.
Three little five-year-olds started Kindergarten this
week without their mommy to walk them to their class.
All they know is Mommy is missing and lots of people
are trying to find her...
Well, the mysterious prayer request left the Rawson’s
church family reeling. What could we do? Of course,
pray. And pray we did and continue to do. Be supportive with hugs and words of encouragement, sure;
but that seemed like so little. None of us had ever
faced a nightmare like this before.
As the shock wore off, practical thoughts started
emerging. These triplets had to be raised. Think
about everything a five-year-old needs and multiply
that times three. Their aunt and uncle were granted
custody of them and love them unconditionally, always
will. But, their budget was now instantly increased by
three children. Friends and community started planning fundraisers across southeast Missouri. Without
a body, neither life insurance nor retirement could be
collected for the children for several years. Our WAC
met and decided we had to do something.
And so August 13, 2011 became our target date for a
fund raiser. It started as a yard sale and snowballed
from there. Some hoped to raise–dare we say it?–a
thousand dollars? Some even ventured to hope for
$3,000. After many hours of work, donations, help
from all over the community, and a lot of prayer,
August 13 dawned clear and bright (even though the
weathermen had predicted storms and rain...I think
God just wanted us to trust Him, not them!).
Before dawn, however, the Leadington folks had
already been at work an hour or so bringing out

enough yard sale items to fill a circus tent. Actually,
we could have filled three tents, but we only had
one! Inside, there was a silent auction room filled
with forty items and next door a room full of enough
baked goods that we all thought we would be taking
the leftovers home to eat for days after. The makings of a car wash were being set up. A face painting table and snow cone table was put up. A big
inflatable bouncy house was filling with air, ready for
children (and a few “children at heart”) to jump and
act crazy. A barbecue grill was pulled in.
And then the cars started coming....and coming....
and coming.....! For nine hours, the church yard
was a hive of activity. The barbecue that was supposed to be set up to sell all day sold out in just a
little over an hour; the bake sale tables were bare
by noon (no leftover goodies for us!); yard sale
items were being carted out by the BIG boxfuls;
men were getting baked by the sun as they washed
car after car. Everything was to be paid by donations–no prices, except for just a few select items.
And that’s just what the patrons did–donate generously!
And, even more importantly than the money we
raised for the triplets, was the outpouring of love
and support for the family. The Rawson’s, as well
as the triplets and their aunt and uncle, were all
there for the day. As they sat on the church porch
and were being hugged by hundreds of people, I
thought “this is what it’s all about; money is important and the family needs that; but they need this
even more–the love of their friends and church
family, all the time knowing that there is a loving
God also looking down and giving them His special
“hugs” when they need it most.”
At the end of the day, after very exhausted and
tuckered-out Leadington people got the last table
put away , the last piece of trash picked up, we all
had a warm, fuzzy feeling in our hearts! And then,
when all the money was turned in and counted,
we found out that $9,427.97, had been raised, we
were jubilant! This money is in a fund to help support three precious beautiful children who will never
get to see their mommy again on earth but will get
to know a lot of people love them.
Yeah, we agree, it was an undertaking that was impossible for a small church our size to tackle. There
was no way the few workers we had could pull off
such an event. Oh, we know all that; BUT you see,
we had GOD helping us! And we learned yet again
that day, “God can do GREAT things with just a little; He can do the impossible!!!
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Liberty Baptizes,
Raises Funds

Liberty FWB Church held a baptismal at the
Bennett Springs River Access on Sun June 26th
Pastor Bro Craig Perry baptized 2 young ladies
on this date.
During our VBS July 17-21st, the kids had a
contest, boys vs. girls each night during Bible
School to raise money for the youth of our sister
Church that was damaged in Joplin. . The kids
really enjoyed using this scale and trying to win!
The girls collected 177.00 and the boys collected
177.00. 			
--Dianna Perry

On April 10th, Seymour
Free Will Baptist church
had “Friend and Family
Day” We had 272 in attendance and that broke
our record of 250. Our
pastor Derek Terry promised to preach from the
roof one evening when
the weather was warmer.
On May 29th we had our
outdoor service and pastor Derek preached from
the roof. God has been so
good to our church,
we have seen many
saved, baptized and still
on fire for the Lord. We
cant wait til we break the
new record.
				
--Tina Terry

Seymour Breaks Record
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Recycle for Christ’s Sake Pays Off

A $2200 donation from Recycle for Christ’s Sake toward
repair of the Generations FWB Church in Joplin, which
was presented to Missouri Executive Director Gary Fry
and Director of Mission Frank Webster (photo on right)
not only represented the firstfruits of a vision that Bro.
Gene Jared had in 2006, but it also represents what is
hoped to be the beginning of many contributions to missions work.
Gene first presented the idea of recycling plastic to the
Hartville FWB Church. His idea was for the recycling to
become an arm of ministry with the proceeds of the sale
of the plastic going to missions projects. The Hartville
church joined the effort by providing an area for drop-off
as church members began to recycle.
Associate Pastor Curtis Dowden came
on board and extended the collection to
the Willow Springs and Mtn. Grove areas.
Recycle for Christ’s Sake was formed as a
corporation in April, 2008, and a plastics baler was purchased in September of that year.
Along the way, some tin and aluminum cans
were also collected. Roger Garrison, a
deacon in the church, provided a trailer to
ship the first load of 8300 pounds to be sold
in the spring of 2011.
Both Gene and Bro. Curtis challenged the
church to pray about the use of the plastics

money during the week prior to May 22. By
the morning of May 23, it seemed clear that
God was leading us to use the money to help
our sister Free Will Baptist Church in our own
corner of the state.
Recycle for Christ’s Sake is currently accepting #1 and #2 grade plastics. Gene Jared
and Curtis Dowden are available to make
presentations to churches or other organizations regarding this ministry. Please contact
Gene at 417-689-0642.
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Twin Oak Baptism

There were fourteen children and adults baptized
on Aug. 28, 2011, during Twin Oak Free Will Baptist
Church’s special evening service held at Castor
River. It was a wonderful service attended by many
members, family and friends.
Those baptized by Twin Oak Pastor Raymond
Michael and Youth Pastor Jerrod Tune included
(front row, from left) Matthew Clifton, Makenzie
Sikes, Tyler Jarrell, Garrett Ward, Jacob Coleman,
Sam Coleman, William Holtkamp, (back row) Twin
Oak Youth Pastor Jerrod Tune, Morelli Ostonal,
Twin Oak Pastor Raymond Michael, Abby Spain,

Karlie Spain, Marvin Milburn, Stanley Holtkamp, Sharon Holtkamp and Nicholas Holtkamp.
Pastor Michael had the privilege of baptizing his
grandson, Jacob Coleman, while Pastor Gary Tune
stepped in toward the end of the service to baptize his
granddaughter, Makenzie Sikes, with the help of her
uncle (and youth pastor) Jerrod Tune. In addition, four
members of a single family were baptized. They were
Stanley and Sharon Holtkamp and their sons, Nicholas and William.
Twin Oak Free Will Baptist Church is located in Fredericktown.

West Plains First Honors the Blanks
On August 21, 2011 the First Free Will Baptist Church of West Plains, Missouri had a special service to honor Bro Ronnie and Sis Linda Blanks, for
serving 25 years as Pastor and Pastor’s Wife at the First Free Will Baptist
Church, West Plains. The Blanks’ were honored with a potluck dinner following the morning service and were presented with gifts, pictures and cards of
appreciation from the congregation. There were about 100 in attendance.
Brother Ronnie and Sister Linda, along with their 3 children, Richie, Jen and
Ryan moved to West Plains on August 4, 1986 from Warren Arkansas.
The church is 55 years old and Bro Ronnie is our 6th pastor to serve. At
the present, First Free Will Baptist Church has purchased property in West
Plains and began construction on a new church building. God has been
good to us and we are so thankful that He sent the Blanks family to our
church.
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FWBBC Recognized as One of Best Regional
Colleges in South
NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist Bible College
received notification that the institution ranks 35th
among “Best Regional Colleges” (South Region) in
U.S. News & World Report’s 2012 edition of America’s Best Colleges guidebook. The numerical ranking
of 35th in the 2012 South Region
indicates a rise of almost 20 places
above the 2011 edition ranking of
54th. This year’s higher ranking was
driven by excellent faculty/student
ratios, higher peer assessment
scores, and strong alumni giving.
Highlights of college rankings will
be published in the September 20,
2011, issue of U.S. News.
President Matt Pinson
said, “We are so pleased that FWBBC is not only ranked again among
America’s best colleges but is moving up in the rankings. This respected national study confirms that the
college’s academic programs are
recognized by the broader academic
community as well as our supporters. It’s also another reminder to
prospective students and their parents that FWBBC
remains a top quality institution of higher learning that
delivers on their educational investment.”
The “Best Regional Colleges” category
where FWBBC is ranked includes 371 institutions that
focus on undergraduate education and offer a range
of degree programs in the liberal arts, and in professional fields such as business, nursing, and education. Colleges in this category are ranked within four

geographic regions: North, South, Midwest, and
West.
U.S. News rankings offer opportunity to judge the
relative quality of institutions based on widely accepted indicators of excellence: peer
assessment, graduation and retention
rates, faculty resources, student selectivity, financial resources, alumni giving,
and more.
FWBBC received especially high marks
in four strategic areas—percent of
classes with under 20 students (92%),
student/faculty ratio (10/1), freshman
retention rate (65%), and graduation rate
(48%).
Provost Greg Ketteman said, “I’m delighted to share the good news that for
the fifth time FWBBC has been included
in U.S. News’ list of best colleges. Along
with the college’s accreditation reaffirmation this summer, this is a testimony
to the hard work our faculty and staff
pour into the college. Their commitment
to excellence is paying off in national recognition
among professional educators that FWBBC provides a rigorous collegiate academic setting for serious students. I’m honored to be part of the FWBBC
team, and I hope every Free Will Baptist student will
look at FWBBC first when considering a college.”
More information is available about the rankings
and methodology in the annual America’s Best Colleges guidebook at: www.usnews.com/collegemeth.
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Beacon............................... $642.23
Belton................................. $175.00
Bethel- Festus...................... $90.00
Black Oak........................... $180.00
Brown, Angela...................... $15.00

Financial Report

Coop Disbursements
Aug. / Sept. 11........... $115,616.16
9.00% State Home....... $21,967.07
17.00% Exec. Office.... $19,654.75
3.00% Gen. Fund........ $3,468.49
8.50% Youth Camp...... $9,827.37
2.50% Youth Min......... $2,890.40
2.50% CE.................... $2,890.40
2.50% Senior Adult...... $2,890.40
9.00% MO Retirement.$10,405.46
3.00% ShowMe Plan.... $3,468.49
33.00% Nat Ministries. $33,876.34
Hillsdale........................... $4,276.99
Total............................. $115,616.16

Coop Receipts
Amity.................................. $191.60
Aulsbury Chapel................ $328.90
Bailey................................. $478.00
Bailey Chapel.................... $236.00
Beacon........................... $2,400.00
Belton................................ $828.81
Bethel- El Dorado Springs. $416.00
Bethel- Marshfield............. $875.07
Black Oak.......................... $428.03
Cabool 1st......................... $482.85
Calvary Chapel............... $1,921.41
Calvary Fellowship......... $3,000.00
Cape Girardeau 1st........ $1,127.00
Central............................ $1,945.74
Christ Chapel.................. $1,264.00
Clifton.................................. $34.35
Copper Mines.................... $901.57
Cornerstone.................... $1,088.32
Cuba.................................. $874.00
DeSoto 1st...................... $3,185.00
Faith.................................. $141.80
Faith & Hope- Aurora......... $235.71
Faith Chapel...................... $468.00
Faith- Fair Grove............... $167.80
Farmington 1st............... $5,421.94
Fellowship...................... $2,720.00
Fordland............................ $825.98
Fredericktown 1st.............. $685.00
Freeman Chapel................ $878.00
Generations.................... $1,730.15
Gospel Light...................... $400.00
Grace.............................. $3,251.99
Grant Avenue..................... $959.76
Hannon........................... $1,457.00
Harmony......................... $1,316.15
Hartville.......................... $2,810.00
Hopewell......................... $1,020.00
Houston 1st.................... $1,043.92
Hurryville......................... $1,453.12
Jackson............................. $300.90
Koshkonong...................... $704.00
Lead Hill............................ $199.00
Leadington 1st................ $1,053.00
Lebanon 1st.................... $2,172.87
Lebanon Green Hills....... $1,072.66

LifePoint............................ $500.00
Macedonia- Niangua......... $475.52
Marshfield.......................... $417.49
Merls Chapel..................... $174.78
Mill Creek........................... $979.86
Mine La Motte.................... $143.30
Monett 1st....................... $2,249.45
Mt. Pisgah...................... $1,324.00
Mtn. Grove 1st................ $5,923.46
Myrtle.............................. $1,215.52
Neosho 1st..................... $1,856.30
New Hope.......................... $236.00
New Life- Licking............... $940.84
Number One...................... $484.78
Oak Grove- Mtn Grove...... $452.60
Oak Hill........................... $1,086.00
O’Fallon 1st.................... $3,481.24
Ozark 1st........................ $4,891.60
Palabras De Vida Eterna... $137.75
Park Hills 1st.................. $1,386.76
Parkview............................ $967.00
Pleasant Hill- Thayer......... $268.14
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana.... $155.00
Potosi 1st........................... $271.80
Rejoice........................... $1,259.29
Republic............................ $568.35
Richwoods 1st................... $965.00
Rock Chapel................... $1,272.66
Rolla.................................. $328.00
Salem.................................. $60.00
Seymour......................... $2,145.00
Smyrna.............................. $294.00
South Fremont................ $1,440.00
Springfield 1st................. $2,708.25
St. Francois Assn.............. $102.79
Stockton............................ $222.72
Thayer............................ $3,394.00
Trinity.............................. $1,049.53
Union Grove................... $1,009.00
Union Light........................ $414.00
United............................. $3,605.76
Unity.................................. $930.00
Verdella............................. $294.07
Viburnum........................... $430.00
Victory- Alton.................. $1,338.98
Waynesville 1st............... $1,398.82
West Plains 1st............... $3,010.00
Willow Springs................ $1,260.79
Wolf Creek...................... $1,600.56
Total............................ $115,616.16

Show Me Plan
Beacon.............................. $850.00
Belton................................ $414.00
Black Oak.......................... $180.00
Book Store...................... $1,080.00
Brown, Angela................... $130.00
Cabool 1st......................... $210.00
Calvary Chapel.................. $210.00
Calvary Fellowship......... $3,740.00
Central............................... $530.00
Chrisman, Mona.................. $30.00
Coon Creek....................... $117.10
Copper Mines.................... $330.00
Cornerstone....................... $742.00
Cuba.................................. $236.00
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Please note: The amounts listed
are for two months, Aug-Sept
De Soto 1st..................... $1,572.00
Eastern Gate....................... $60.00
Emmerson, Lynette........... $100.00
Farmington 1st.................. $930.00
Fellowship...................... $1,303.00
Fordland............................ $400.00
Fredericktown 1st.............. $360.00
Freeman Chapel............. $1,440.00
Generations....................... $544.24
Gentry, Elva Jo.................... $60.00
Gospel Light................... $1,200.00
Grace................................. $871.00
Grant Avenue..................... $251.95
Hannon........................... $1,457.00
Happy Hill.......................... $120.00
Harmony............................ $120.00
Hartville............................. $300.00
Hazel Creek....................... $187.00
Heritage Chapel................ $258.20
Hopewell.............................. $60.00
Houston 1st....................... $584.00
Leadington 1st................... $460.00
Lebanon 1st....................... $423.80
Lebanon Green Hills.......... $396.79
Maggart, Roxanne............. $220.00
Merls Chapel....................... $30.00
Mill Creek........................... $280.00
Mine La Motte.................... $300.00
MO Cooperative Plan..... $1,792.36
MO Cooperative Plan..... $1,676.13
MO WAC........................... $955.00
Monett 1st............................ $45.00
Mt. Pisgah...................... $1,367.00
Mt. Zion Cuba.................... $160.00
Mt. Zion- Thayer.................. $60.00
Mtn. Grove 1st................ $2,600.00
Myrtle................................. $480.00
Neosho 1st........................ $650.00
New Home- Hartville......... $420.00
New Hope.......................... $150.00
New Life- Licking............... $115.00
New Life- Monett............... $800.00
Number One...................... $180.00
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove..... $104.00
Oak Hill.............................. $158.00
O'Fallon 1st....................... $978.00
Olivet................................. $180.00
Ozark 1st............................. $68.00
Palabras De Vida Eterna..... $30.00
Park Hills 1st....................... $30.00
Parkview............................ $514.00
Parkway............................. $210.00
Pleasant Hill- Thayer........... $90.00
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana.... $140.00
Porter Chapel.................... $772.39
Rejoice.............................. $230.00
Richwoods 1st................... $105.00
Rock Chapel...................... $600.00
Rolla.................................... $30.00
South Fremont..................... $90.00
Springfield 1st.................... $878.00
Stockton.............................. $43.40
Thayer............................ $1,460.00
Trinity................................. $135.00
Union Light..................... $1,050.00
United................................ $950.00

Unity.................................. $490.00
Verdella.......................... $1,120.23
Viburnum............................. $55.00
Waynesville 1st.................. $920.62
West Plains 1st.................. $300.00
Willow Springs................... $561.06
Total.............................. $46,831.27

State Home Missions
MO WAC.............................. $47.50
Mtn. Grove 1st.................... $140.00
Neosho 1st......................... $100.00
O’Fallon 1st........................ $200.00
Olivet.................................... $50.00
Ozark 1st.............................. $20.00
Republic............................... $25.00
Richwoods 1st...................... $38.80
Waynesville 1st WAC........... $50.00
Total....................................$671.30

International Missions
Calvary Fellowship......... $1,615.00
Central............................... $120.00
Copper Mines.................... $200.00
Cuba.................................... $94.40
DeSoto 1st......................... $170.00
Farmington 1st............... $1,073.00
Fellowship......................... $240.00
Grace................................. $130.00
Grant Avenue....................... $52.00
Hartville............................. $200.00
Monett 1st.......................... $540.00
Mtn. Grove 1st................... $135.00
New Life- Monett................. $10.00
Olivet................................... $50.00
Ozark 1st........................... $100.00
Park Hills 1st....................... $20.00
Parkview.............................. $20.00
Rolla.................................. $275.50
Salem.................................. $50.00
South Fremont..................... $45.00
Trinity................................... $55.00
Waynesville 1st.................. $160.00
Total................................ $5,354.90

National Home
Missions
Beacon................................ $30.00
Belton................................ $437.88
Bethel- Festus..................... $85.00
Calvary Fellowship............ $520.00
Central............................... $270.00
Copper Mines.................... $100.00
Cuba.................................. $141.60
DeSoto 1st......................... $650.00
Farmington 1st............... $2,467.00
Fellowship......................... $359.00
Fordland.............................. $65.00
Fredericktown 1st.............. $100.00
Grace................................. $566.05
Grant Avenue..................... $210.00

Hartville............................... $40.00
Houston 1st......................... $40.00
Hurryville............................ $200.00
Jackson............................... $80.00
Lebanon 1st....................... $400.00
Merls Chapel....................... $25.00
Mtn. Grove 1st................... $512.00
New Life- Monett............... $200.00
New Testament.................... $20.00
Oak Hill................................ $60.00
O’Fallon 1st....................... $550.00
Ozark 1st........................... $697.00
Park Hills 1st....................... $30.00
Parkview............................ $135.00
Rader, Jerry......................... $20.00
Richwoods 1st..................... $68.20
Rock Chapel...................... $236.30
Rolla.................................. $280.50
South Fremont..................... $45.00
Thayer............................... $260.00
Trinity................................... $90.00
United................................ $320.00
Waynesville 1st.................. $405.00
West Plains 1st.................. $510.00
Willow Springs..................... $75.00
Total............................. $11,300.53

Fellowship........................... $20.00
Generations....................... $364.24
Mountain Grove 1st........... $510.00
Thayer............................... $150.00
TOTAL............................ $1,591.49

Designated

Senior Adult Board

Berea Ministries

Book Store......................... $280.00
TOTAL............................... $280.00

Jackson ............................. $15.00
TOTAL................................ $15.00

Youth Ministries Board

Trula Cronk Home
Belton.................................. $50.00
De Soto 1st........................ $110.00
Grace................................... $81.00
Hannon.............................. $100.00
Hartville............................. $100.00
Mountain Grove 1st............. $65.00
Myrtle................................... $85.00
New Life- Monett............... $770.50
Union Light........................ $150.00
Unity.................................. $200.00
TOTAL............................ $1,711.50

FWBBC
Beacon................................ $74.25
De Soto 1st.......................... $80.00
Fellowship........................... $20.00
Mountain Grove 1st........... $495.00
Olivet................................... $50.00
Thayer............................... $150.00
TOTAL............................... $869.25

Getsemani Children Home
Marshfield............................ $50.00
TOTAL................................. $50.00

Harvest FWB Native American
Mission
Marshfield............................ $50.00
TOTAL................................. $50.00

Hillsdale
Beacon................................ $72.25
Farmington 1st.................. $475.00

FWB Foundation
Book Store$$400.00
TOTAL............................... $400.00

Joplin Relief Fund
Belton................................ $285.62
Freeman Chapel................ $300.00
Grace................................. $518.00
Indian Creek Association... $434.12
Union Light.......................... $25.00
West Plains 1st............... $1,079.00
TOTAL............................ $2,641.74

Christian Education Bd
Book Store......................... $280.00
TOTAL............................... $280.00

Thayer................................. $75.00
United.................................. $25.00
Willow Springs..................... $50.00
Mt. Pisgah........................... $15.00
West Plains 1st.................... $25.00
Mountain Grove 1st............. $50.00
Willow Springs..................... $50.00
TOTAL............................ $2,851.50

Youth Camp Develpment
Hartville.............................. $20.00
United................................. $75.00
Generations...................... $103.93
Houston 1st........................ $40.00
Myrtle.................................. $52.00
Hannon............................. $100.00
Hartville.............................. $20.00
Mountain Grove 1st....... $2,200.00
Myrtle.................................. $30.00
United................................. $75.00
Generations........................ $78.19
Houston 1st........................ $40.00
West Plains 1st.............. $1,221.00
Myrtle.................................. $36.00
TOTAL........................... $4,091.12

Available
Churches
New Beginnings
Church
Odessa, MO
Contact:
David Sherman
1-816-891-7541

Calvary Church
Conway
Contact:
Leon Jones
1-417-830-3892

Fordland Church

Fordland, MO
Contact:Wayne Crowe
417-767-4247

Book Store......................... $280.00
TOTAL............................... $280.00

Victor Torrez
United- Youth Group......... $600.00
TOTAL.............................. $600.00

Mile High Ministries
Verdella............................ $420.00
TOTAL.............................. $420.00

Word Made Flesh
Verdella............................. $441.42
TOTAL............................... $441.42

Upcoming
Seminar
May 8, 2012
9:30-12:30

Youth Camp
Hartville............................... $10.00
Book Store......................... $540.00
Rock Chapel........................ $36.00
Thayer................................. $75.00
Willow Springs..................... $50.00
De Soto 1st.......................... $55.00
Ozark 1st............................. $10.00
United.................................. $25.00
Mountain Grove 1st............. $75.00
Mt. Pisgah........................... $15.00
Rolla 1st.............................. $20.00
New Life- Monett............... $426.38
Trinity................................... $15.00
West Plains 1st.................... $25.00
Hartville............................... $10.00
Ozark 1st............................. $10.00
Rock Chapel........................ $25.00
De Soto 1st.......................... $55.00
Book Store......................... $540.00
New Life- Monett............... $344.12
South Fremont................... $200.00

Genesis and the
Beginning
Dr. Doug Earls
State Office
More information, call
1-866-532-6537
Nov-Dec, 2011/ Gem Magazine/ Page 19

Missouri State Association
of Free Will Baptists
202 West Commercial
PO Box 991
Lebanon, MO 65536

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.Postage
PAID
Permit #380
Nashville, TN

Serving Missouri Free Will Baptists Since 1929

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas...
From The Staff at the State Office,
Missions Department
and the Lebanon Bible and Bookstore

