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A Letter from Our Moderator

We were sitting in section 133, row 23 
of Busch Stadium anxiously waiting 
for those famous Redbirds to take the 
field and play ball.  Cole, my five year 
old son, was taking it all in—watching 
the players stretch, the ground crew add 
their final touches to the infield, and 
great baseball clips on the megatron.  
Fans were entering the stadium, shuf-
fling their drinks, hot dogs and peanuts 
as they found their seats.  Our attention 
quickly focused when Fredbird, the Car-
dinal mascot, entered the outfield riding 
in the back of a big white Dodge.  He 
was shooting t-shirts into the stands 
from a powerful blow gun.  With excite-
ment in his voice, Cole asked, “Daddy, 
do you think Fredbird will shoot one at 
us?”  Although Cole was very confident 
that we would get one, I was extremely 
doubtful.  There were just too many peo-
ple around us and the odds were stacked 
against us.  

As we watched Fredbird make his way 
around the diamond and down the first 
base line, Cole yelled, “Dad, here he 
comes, get ready!”  I didn’t want him to 
be disappointed so I played along, not 
verbalizing my pessimism.  I’m glad 
I kept my mouth shut because Fred-
bird shot a t-shirt right at us.  Luckily, 
I caught it and my son’s faith trumped 
every thought I had.  “See Dad, I knew 
we would get one!”  

You know there’s something special 
about a childlike faith.  Children keep 
faith simple—they believe without re-
gard to the odds that may be against 
them.  All of us have had experiences 
where the odds were stacked against us.  
It takes a resilient faith to keep fighting 
and trusting in the sovereign will of the 
Good Shepherd.  

If there is one person who has exempli-
fied such resilience in his faith lately it’s 
our Executive Director, Gary Fry.  Since 
May 20, Bro. Gary has faced serious 

Ken Simpson

health issues that led to a long hospital 
stay in Springfield, MO.  Many of us 
knew that Bro. Gary was battling dizzi-
ness and high blood pressure, but we had 
no idea just how sick he was.  

In mid May, Bro. Gary began to feel 
pain and numbness in his legs.  After 
consulting with his doctor, he agreed to 
enter the hospital for further tests.  After 
several weeks, the doctors determined 
that he had a condition known as Acute 
Axonal Motor Neuropathy with contrib-
uting Chronic Diabetic Neuropathy and 

Acute Statin Myopathy.  This particular 
disease affects a person’s muscular sys-
tem, rendering him virtually immobile.  
When Bro. Gary was hospitalized, the 
disease had only affected his legs and 
arms.  We are thankful that it was caught 
early and effective treatment began im-
mediately so that his internal muscles 
were not affected. 
 
After several weeks of medical treat-
ment, Bro. Gary was released from the 
hospital and transferred to Cox Walnut 
Lawn Rehab Center in Springfield.  He 
is currently undergoing extensive re-
habilitation.  We are delighted that he 
is showing strength and improvement 
daily.  

Bro. Gary’s condition is still very seri-
ous and will require many months of re-
hab.  The doctors are confident that he 
will make a full recovery.  All of us are
praying to that end.

During this time of Bro. Gary’s absence, 
the state work will continue to move 
forward.  Carrie Myers, Bro. Gary’s 
secretary, continues to manage the daily 
needs at the state office with excellence 
and competence.  We appreciate her 
work in completing the GEM Magazine.  
The GEM will continue without inter-
ruption and the website will be updated 
and maintained from her office.  Bro. 
Frank Webster will be traveling to many 
district meetings, and in addition to his 
missions report, he will be prepared to 
give a brief report concerning our state 
ministries.  Our state officers and execu-
tive committee are also willingly to do 
whatever is necessary to continue our 
state work.  

With all of us working together and do-
ing our part, we can continue our state 
work and make Bro. Gary proud of our 
unity and teamwork.    After all, that’s 
how the Cardinals won the game that 
night!

The Resilience of a Childlike Faith!

 For accurate updates on Bro.Gary, 
be sure to check our website 

www.mofwb.org 
We will be posting updates as any 

new news of his condition is 
available. 

You may e-mail brother Gary at 
gwfry@mofwb.org

Cards and letters of encouragement 
and well wishes may be sent to the 

FWB State Office 
P.O. Box 991

Lebanon, MO  65536
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It was Sunday March 24, 1991.  I was sitting in the serv-
ices of the First Free Will Baptist Church in Springfield, 
Missouri.  My heart was stirred.  The man before me was 
preaching from the Gospel of Luke.  The time had come 
when the church was silent, and the voice of the pastor 
was echoing all over my heart.  With a great crescendo, 
the congregation of over two hundred people began to sing 
“Lord, I’m Coming Home”.  I left my pew and knelt at the 
altar.  Coming to my side was the pastor, Rev. Max Court-
ney.  His hand reached out and took mine as tears began to 
fall from my eyes, and he led me to my Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.

What began that day was mentoring.  Brother Max and Sis-
ter Ruth from that moment took me into their hearts, their 
home and their lives.  He was my pastor.  I was discipled by 
him, encouraged by him and mentored by him.   Answer-
ing the call to preach, Brother Max expended many hours 
and countless days in the joy of ministry with me.  I was 
literally by his side constantly.  I learned so many valuable 
lessons during this time.  He instructed me concerning the 
Ordinances, sermon preparation, conducting weddings and 
funerals, ministerial ethics and administration just to name 
the few.   I was shown that I was to be whom God desired 
me to be.  For the ministry is the highest calling in the 
entire world.   

When I think of mentoring, I recall to mind the example 
Jesus set before His disciples.  For with great power and 
instruction, they learned the ways of the Master.  Paul 
mentored Timothy.  Young Timothy was blessed to have 
the mentoring of the Apostle Paul.   Having been in min-
istry 19 years now, I have grown because of mentoring.  
Brother Max Courtney expended himself on my behalf  

because he loved me.   Love is essential in the Christian 
faith.  Our Lord before His death instructed us “to love one 
another as I have loved you.  Continue ye in My love.”   
Our state ministries afford this privilege of mentorship and 
preparation through the LAMB program.  The Christian 
Education Board and Rev. Jerry Norris have oversight of 
this wonderful gift for men in ministry.   Mentoring pleases 
the Lord.  There have been many times when I have sat in 
my study that I recalled the example of my mentor.  The 
Bible is our instruction.  My mentor taught me this with 
authority.  

Recently in the hospital in Springfield, I visited with my 
mentor.  Years had passed and many miles had been trod on 
the Lord’s behalf.  As I spoke with him, I marveled at the 
fire he possessed in his soul.  He spoke of the days gone by, 
of the many victories he witnessed that God had given His 
people.  He spoke of hope for the future for God’s children 
and His Church. 

In the course of the conversation I told him how much he 
meant to Penny and me.  I told him of the moments of 
time when I recalled the things in which he taught me.   I 
thanked him for it.   I believe I am a better pastor for him 
taking the time to sow, nourish and water the seed of the 
Lord.  As I prepared to leave, he asked that we have prayer.  
He reached out his hand and took mine.  My mind recalled 
that day many years ago, that he reached out to me.  He led 
me to the Throne of God that day, and I received Christ.  
As men of God, we now both touched the Throne on his 
behalf.  His hand was still as strong, still as assuring and 
still as caring as it was that day many years ago when he 
led a shy young man to heaven’s  portals .  God bless you 
Brother Max, for great is your reward.    

by Keith GarrisonMentoring - It’s Meaningful

Leadership And Ministry Basics
LAMB has been developed out of a conviction that men who are called of God to min-
istry in the local church setting need training to better live out that call.  

LAMB is a course of study that is intended to provide prospective ordination candi-
dates with basic training in those areas that are necessary to be effective in ministry.

LAMB is not intended as an alternative to formal training.

LAMB consists of two components: Student-directed study and a mandatory mentor-
ing program. The program is built upon six courses intended to build, for the ordination 
candidate, a basic foundation of spiritual formation, scriptural knowledge, doctrine, 
and pastoral ministry.

To enroll or to request a copy of the LAMB program call State C.E. Director, Jerry L. 
Norris (314-378-2452) or visit his web site at  www.Jerry-Norris.com.  There is a reg-
istration fee of $50.00.  Make the check payable to Missouri Board of Christian Educa-
tion and send it to Jerry Norris, 2827 Tamarack Drive, Arnold, MO 63010.  Books may 
be purchased from Lebanon Bible and Book Store.  

NOTE: Bro. Max went to be with the Lord on June 19, 2010.  He will be missed by many all over the state.
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Church News

Happenings at Amity FWB

Eddie Dibbins and Kayla Dull 
baptized May 23, 2010 at 
Kilburn Bridge by pastor 

J.W. O’Neal.

Below: Baptism of Daniel and Kim 
from Country Meadows Nursing 

Home.  Service took place at 
Cedar Bluff on Sept. 27, 2009.

Young people and little ones singing for Father’s Day. 

Father’s Day June 20, 2010 Mother’s Day May 9, 2010
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First Annual Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat
The first retreat for the wives of Mis-
souri Free Will Baptist ministers was 
held April 23rd and 24th at the Resort at 
Point Arrowhead overlooking the beau-
tiful Lake of the Ozarks.

The theme of the retreat was “O Taste 
and See - Friendship and Chocolate.” 
Women arrived Friday afternoon with 
bags of their favorite chocolate candy, 
which soon covered the tables of the 
meeting room.  Betty Robinson even 
brought homemade “turtles”.  Debbie 
Webster led get-aquainted games ti-
tled “Assorted Chocolates, “Butterfin-
gers”, and “Snickers”.  Betsy Earls led 
a “Tootsie Roll” session.

Each minister’s wife was given a gift 
bag and was able to select a door prize 
as names were drawn throughout the re-
treat.  Barbara Cochran was one of the 
first to select a prize, choosing a leopard 
print “Snuggie”.

Friday evening there were sandwiches, 
chips, fruit and veggies.  Saturday be-
gan with a delicious breakfast buffet in 
the resort dining room overlooking the 
lake.  Women were able to relax, laugh, 
visit and get to know one another.

Carol Pinkerton blessed the women as 
she spoke words of wisdom and en-
couragement gleaned from years of ex-
perience in the role of a minister’s wife.  
Voices joined together in song as Chris-
tie Busselle led in praise and worship.  
Minister’s wives of all ages and years 
of experience shared and encouraged 
one another as only those who know 
the joys and challenges of being mar-
ried to a man called by God to serve as 
a minister can.  All there were truly able 
to “Taste and See”.  Friendships were 
made, and there was ample chocolate 
for all!

Plans are being made for next years re-
treat on April 15-16.  Watch the Gem 
and the MO FWB website for more
details. 
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MISSOURI WOMEN ACTIVE FOR CHRIST  2010 RETREAT
September 17-18, 2010

At The Clarion Hotel, Springfield, Mo.

Theme:  “On A Shopping Spree for God”
“But my God shall supply all your need according to

His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” –Phil. 4:19

Special Speaker:  Becky Derby

Retreat Schedule:  Retreat registration begins at 10:00 a.m. Friday.  (Clarion may not be able to let you into your room until 
afternoon, depending on when the rooms are cleaned.)  There will be three sessions, beginning Friday at 1:00 p.m. and ending 
Saturday, around noon.

Hotel Reservations:  The room rate will be $83.00, which includes taxes. The maximum number of people per room is four.  
You will make your own reservations with the Clarion. Call 1.417.883.6550.  Be sure to tell them you are with Missouri 
Women Active for Christ (WAC) to get the special room rate.  (Deadline to get special rate is August 16.  After that, you will 
be charged the regular Clarion rate and rooms may not be available.)

Retreat Registration:  The retreat registration fee is $50.00, which includes Friday’s supper, Saturday’s breakfast, and all 
retreat activities.  EVERYONE MUST REGISTER FOR THE RETREAT.  To register, complete the form below and send to 
Carol Pinkerton at the address below, listing each lady attending the retreat.  Add an additional sheet if needed.  Make checks 
payable to Missouri Women Active for Christ.   Registration begins June 10 through August 16, 2010.  (After August 16, there 
will be an additional $10 fee.)  We will not accept registrations unless the full amount is paid with the registration.  Registra-
tion fees are non-refundable but are transferrable.  If transferred to another person, advise the ladies at the WAC registration 
table when checking in.

Retreat Project:  “Stocking up the Pantries for God”  This year, we are asking WAC’s to stock up two ways.  After the 1:00 
p.m. session, you will be given time to SHOP!  While you’re shopping, pick up non-perishable food for our Retreat Project.  
Then, on Friday evening, bring a bag of groceries for a local Free Will Baptist Church food pantry and an offering—as much 
as you can—which will go to the International Missions Funds for our missionaries.  As you all are aware, the International 
Missionaries are facing a financial crisis and may be forced to come back to the states unless revenue is increased.  We want to 
help, as WAC’s have been doing for many, many years.  Let’s see how big an offering we can send to our missionaries!  With 
this project, we will be supplying the means for giving physical AND spiritual food!
 

MoWAC RETREAT REGISTRATION 2010
Church Name ___________________________       Name of Each Lady Attending Retreat:
Contact Name __________________________       _____________________________________
Mailing Address _________________________     _____________________________________
______________________________________      _____________________________________
Telephone: _____________________________      _____________________________________
Email Address: _________________________      _____________________________________

(Confirmation will be emailed to the above address.  If no email is available, confirmation will be mailed.)  
Out of consideration for others, we request that you do not bring young children to the retreat.

BEFORE 8-16-10:  ___ Ladies x $50 = $_______   AFTER 8-16-10: ___ Ladies x $60 = $________ Enclosed

RETURN TO:  Carol Pinkerton, 607 Robin Road, Mountain Grove, MO  65711
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2010 State Meeting -

              Fanning the Flames
Missouri Free Will Baptists convened in Springfield, Mis-
souri for the 97th Annual State Association. Our theme for 
our 2010 convention was “Fanning the Flames.” 

The Youth Service began the week on Sunday evening 
with Rev. Terry Burke bringing the message.  The Praise 
and Worship Band from Calvary Chapel provided the 
music for the youth service. Following a message that 
challenged us, the SCM activities began.

The official Missouri State Association began Monday 
evening when Rev. Keith Garrison called the session to 
order with Free Will Baptist Bible College bringing a tre-
mendous selection of music.  Monday evening opened the 
week with great congregational singing led by the talent 
of Greg Smith, Eddie Vincent and Ray Bradley.  We ap-
preciate the hard work that Bro. Greg Smith does organiz-
ing  the music program at our state convention. The theme 
text was taken from 1 Timothy 1:6-8.  The speaker Mon-
day evening was Rev. Ronnie Blanks.   He brought a great 
message on God’s gift.  On Tuesday evening Dr. Doug 
Earls brought God’s Word to us as he preached with the 
emphasis of God’s empowerment.  Our hearts were chal-
lenged and encouraged by his message.  Our Wednesday 
evening service was climaxed with Rev. James Forlines of 
International Missions preaching on God’s calling.  Our 
souls were stirred into action as Bro. Forlines gave us the 
Word to equip us for labor.  

On Tuesday morning the Missouri Women Active for 
Christ convened for a great program for 2010.  Amy 
Dodson led the congregational singing with special music 
brought by Melissa Alvis.   The morning devotion was 
brought by Joy Alvis and the message during the eleven 
o’clock service was given by Rev. Darin Alvis, missionary 
to Buffalo, NY.  

Simultaneously the State Executive Committee and the 
State General Board met Tuesday as well.  The Tuesday 
evening music was featured by Hillsdale. 

Wednesday dawned early as the official business ses-
sion of the State Association got underway.  Rev. Darius 
Wentz of Cape Girardeau brought a touching message of 
sacrifice and determination.  Rev. Keith Burden, Execu-
tive Director of the National Association and others from 
our National agencies and ministries gave us report on our 
denomination. 
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Among items of business presented for the body was a 
by-law change exempting the term limit on the office of 
Association Clerk.   The Association body voted to amend 
this by-law and now the Association clerk will be voted 
on yearly, but with no term limit.   Another item presented 
was a reaffirmation of an earlier Resolution passed by the 
National Association, urging the King James Version be 
used in our public services.  This resolution passed.  

Our state ministries gave their reports to the Association.  
We are thankful for each ministry in the state of Missouri 
for Free Will Baptists.  The Youth Camp board presented 
a flag that flew last year to Bro. Bob Thebeau, Pastor of 
the First Free Will Baptist Church in Desoto.  Bro. Bob 
served our camp board faithfully.  

Our Wednesday evening service was highlighted with 
the mission team from Calvary Chapel who was leaving 
for Panama.   It was a moving service with the Missouri 
Missions Board laying hands upon the servants going to 
Panama.  Our offering Wednesday evening went to the 
GO10 effort.  Special music for the service was given by 
The New Horizons. 

Our New Moderator Ken Simpson closed the 97th Annual 
Missouri State Association in the absence of our State 
Executive Director, Rev. Gary Fry.  Brother Simpson 
thanked our outgoing Moderator Rick Dement for his 
faithful service to the State Association.  Our next State 
Association will be June 5-8, 2011 at the Clarion Conven-
tion Center in Springfield, Missouri. 

We left the Clarion Convention Center with a vision cast 
before us, a desire set in our hearts and the Lord Jesus 
Christ honored and glorified. 
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SCM
Music and Arts Festival

2010

BIBLE DIVISIONS
Code            Age                         Description
0.01                             Bible Memorization - Grade 1
                       A           Dixie Williams - Wolf Creek
0.02                             Bible Memorization - Grade 2
                       A           Madelynne Boyer - Hartville
0.03                             Bible Memorization - Grade 3
                       A           Marla Chadwell - Wolf Creek
0.09                             Bible Memorization - Grade 9
                       C           Clayton Collier - Springfield First
0.30                             Bible Millionaire
                       B           Hazel Creek
0.50                             Bible Sword Drill
B                                  Kaliesha Garrison - Wolf Creek
0.70                             Bible Tic Tac Toe
                        C         Stonebridge
0.22                             Truth Quest
                        D          Kaitlyn Snider - Calvary Fellowship
                        D          Joel Williams - Carthage
  
VOCAL SOLO

1.10 Vocal Solo (Age A-B)
                        A        Grace Culver - Wolf Creek
                        B        Emily Richardson - Calvary Chapel
1.20 Male Vocal Solo (Age C-D)  
                        C      Mitch Wagner - Carthage  
                        D      Grant Glor - Calvary Chapel  
1.30 Female Vocal Solo (Age C-D)  
                        C      Jimi Motter - Hazel Creek  
                        D      Jordyn Dixson - Mountain Grove
    
VOCAL ENSEMBLE   
2.20 Duets  
                        A      Natalie Dann / Olivia Wood - Beacon  
2.50 Ensemble (5-12 Members)  
                        B      Hartville Choir  
                        D      Fellowship Ensemble - Fellowship  
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INSTRUMENTAL SOLO (Non-Keyboard)
3.10 Woodwind
                        C     Colton Moots - Hazel Creek
                        D     Jeremiah Childers - Fellowship
3.20 Brass
                        C       Zachary Keith  -  Hartville
                        D       Tyler Heflin - Fellowship
3.50 Percussion
                        C        Alyssa Thompson - Mountain Grove
                        D        Mikaela Thompson  -  Mountain Grove
  

INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE
4.10 Duets, Trios, or Quartets
                       C          Hartville Duet - Hartville
4.20 Ensemble with 5 or more Members
                       D         Sanctuary Sisters - Mountain Grove
  
KEYBOARD
5.10 Manual / Electronic Solo
                       C       Eleanor Conley  -  Calvary Fellowship
                       D    Joel Williams  -  Carthage
  
  
COMMUNICATION ARTS
6.4X Drama
6.41                B     Duke Wagner - Carthage
6.41                C    Mackenzie Pace - Fellowship
6.41                D   Tyler Heflin - Fellowship
6.42                D   Tyler Heflin / Aaron Phillips - Fellowship
6.43                D     Hartville Players
6.5X Puppetry
6.52                C   Hazel Creek Puppetry
6.52                D   Fellowship Puppet Team - Fellowship
6.6X Sign Language
6.61            A Jadon Nettles - Stonebridge
6.62            C Stonebridge
6.62            D Victory Alton
  
EXHIBITION CATEGORY
X.20 Group Bible Memorization
                   A Tucker Dedmom / Madelynne - Hartville
                   A Martin/Williams/W/Culver - Wolf Creek
                   A Chadwell/Garrison/McIntosh - Wolf Creek
X.60 Praise Band
                   D Hazel Creek Praise Band
  

CREATIVE ARTS
7.10 Painting
                   A Caitlyn Miller - Victory Alton
                   D Josie K. Reynolds - Copper Mines
7.20          Drawing
                   C Lauren Childers - Fellowship
                   D Hannah Wallace - Victory Alton

7.30 Mixed Media
                   B Carli Holman - Victory Alton
                   C Joshua Nettles - Stonebridge
7.4x Computer Generated Art
7.42            D Katy Fry - Mountain Grove
7.5x Photography
7.51            A Natalie Dann - Beacon
7.51            B Hannah Baker - Springfield First
7.51            C Allison Wallace - Victory Alton
7.51            D Hannah Wallace - Victory Alton
7.52            A Aubrey King - Victory Alton
7.52            C Megan Orr - Victory Alton
7.6x Textiles
7.62            A Christopher Church - Victory Alton
7.62            C Jimi Motter - Hazel Creek
7.63            B Lauren Heflin - Fellowship
7.7x Ceramics
7.71            B Ethan Inman - Fellowship
7.80 Conceptual Art
                   A Jacob Chrisman - Hazel Creek
                   B Miranda Howell - Hazel Creek
                   C Jacob Nettles – Stonebridge
                   D Jeremiah Childers – Fellowship
  

CREATIVE WRITING
8.10 Short Story
                   B Megan Sevits - Hazel Creek
                   C Morgan Sevits - Hazel Creek
8.20 Essay
                   A Dawson Huckabee - Victory Alton
8.30 Poetry
8.31            A Christopher Church - Victory Alton
I
NSTRUCTIONAL/PROMOTIONAL MEDIA
9.20 Infomercial
                   D One True God - Victory Alton
9.40 PowerPoint Presentation
                   C H. Burke / S. Doggett – Stonebridge
                   D Jordan Johnston – Desoto
                   D L. Sherman / D. Chrisman - Hazel Creek
                   D Elizabeth Church - Victory Alton
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The Mountain Grove 1st FWB Church just completed a week of Bible School using the “High Seas Xxpedition” program.  
Over one hundred children participated in songs, games, crafts and snacks.  Each day Sailor Jack and Captain Dan presented a 
humorous skit in relation to the Bible lesson.  Children learned of God’s love and the plan of salvation during the Bible lessons.  
Also mission information and profiles of missionaries were presented.  The children and leaders brought their offering boxes 
,and over one hundred seventy dollars was given for the GO10 Mission project.

We all pray that lives will be brought to Christ and faith strengthened through this week of Bible School.

Bible School

Jerry Pinkerton with his group of children.  There were 12 
groups with leaders as well as 20 others working in all areas.

Capt. Jack (Ray Bradley) and Capt. Dan (Dan Bartlett) on 
the set that built by Teresa & Ray Bradley.

Mountain Grove First Free Will Baptist

Cross Roads Free Will Baptist- Lebanon

Cross Roads FWB held 
their annual Bible School 
the week of June 20th.  
Karen Delcour was this 
year’s director.  The theme 
was Hero Headquarters.  
This year the church tried 
something new for them...
dinner.  The ladies, led by 
Lillian Jones, fed meals 
to the children each night.  
Through the course of the 
week $100.05 was raised 
for Ronald McDonald 
House.  Twenty-eight kids 
attended and twenty-one 
adults volunteered. There 
was one who rededicated 
her life to the Lord.  

Judy Pierce and Robert Becker

Acting like 
Superheroes

Kathy Jones told 
Bible stories.

Flag bearers



July-August 2010/ Gem Magazine/ Page 13

Lessons From A Blue Jeep
By J. Mark Vandivort

The little two-year-old girl, with an impish smile, was carefully loading her animals into the blue jeep—a sheep, 
horse, lion, and a cow.  Both my wife and I sat in our family room, enjoying watching our little granddaughter, 
Landry Joy, play.  This was unusual, because we normally stationed ourselves in different parts of the house in 
order to more efficiently monitor her exploring activities.

“Bethany and Debbie saved their allowance money and bought that jeep for their Barbie dolls,” my wife ex-
plained.  That was over thirty years ago!  I hadn’t given it much thought, since the little blue jeep with its white 
wheels had been around our house for all fourteen of our grandchildren to play with.  Our oldest grandchild 
played with it nineteen years ago. After our conversation, I picked up the jeep and examined it more closely.  It 
was constructed of ordinary plastic, rather than the heavy metal of a Tonka toy.  True, its steering wheel was 
missing, but that didn’t seem to present a problem for Landry as she hauled her assortment of plastic animals.

Questions popped into my mind.  How had the blue jeep survived all the yard sales?  For two years we had sys-
tematically unburdened ourselves of “stuff” so that we could move from Flagstaff, Arizona to Noble, Oklahoma 
in one U-haul truck.  Yet the blue jeep remained parked, almost out of sight, beside a wooden lamp table.  And it 
had been, almost weekly, pressed back into service as it caught the attention of a child.

For nearly forty years now that blue jeep has sat in some obscure, out-of-the-way spot, as it watched children 
unwrap birthday and Christmas presents.  All sorts of new toys—dolls, and battery powered gizmos.  Did it ques-
tion if its attractiveness to children was being phased out?  Apparently not, as I see it quietly rolling across the 
floor almost every week.

How about you?  Do you ever feel that you are being “phased out” by a later model in our rapidly changing 
world?  God has a word of encouragement and purpose for you: “Now also when I am old and grayheaded, O 
God, do not forsake me, until I declare Your strength of this generation, Your power to everyone who is to come” 
(Psalm 71:18, NKJV).

The blue jeep has managed to survive to provide pleasure for young children.  Likewise, God has a plan of life-
long care and purpose for you.  You have many life experiences to draw from.  Younger people need to hear from 
you.  “My mouth shall tell of Your righteousness and Your salvation all the day” (Psalm 71:15).

COUNTRY CHAPLAIN
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The two weeks of Teen Camp were held June 6th  
through June 18th. During those two weeks we had 
11 young people receive Christ as Saviour, 18 Re-
dedications, two young men answered the call to 
preach, and a host of needs were taken to the altar. 
We had 434 people register during the two weeks 
of teen camp. The Wednesday night offerings were 
given to the Go10 Walk for missions: $1661.64 was 
collected, we praise the Lord for this wonderful of-
fering and ask God to bless young people all over 
the world with the message of Christ. Andy Rains 
and Tim York were the Evangelists; both men did a 
great job preaching. Regan Mitchell wrote our cur-
riculum for this year’s camp session. The theme is 
“Go One More”, with wonderful messages about do-
ing more for God in the world around us. We want 
to thank everyone who had a part in these two ses-
sions of camp, without the help of our adults in this 
state, youth camp is not possible. Our Youth Camp 
board is an awesome group of Godly men and has a 
heart for God and our young people in the state of 
Missouri . We thank them for their hard work and 
dedication to our camp. Please continue to pray for 
the Youth Camp as we seek to provide an atmosphere 
where Christ is exalted, young people are edified and 
taught Kingdom principles. We also praise God for 
allowing us the opportunity to build a girls dorm. We 
were able to use the lower floor this year and it was 
a great blessing to those who stayed in it. Pre-teen 
camp starts on July 25th. We’re looking forward to a 
great time with these young people.

In Him,
Bruce Moore, Camp Superintendent       
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2010 Theme: Go One More
Taken from Matthew 5:41
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Missouri State 
Association of 

Free Will Baptists 
Calendar of Events

2010

August 1-6 Pre-Teen Camp- Group1
  Camp Niangua

Sept 17-18 MOWAC  State Retreat
  Clarion Hotel, Springfield, MO

Nov 19-20 State Youth Retreat
  Windermere, Roach, MO

2011

March 14-16   Minister’s Retreat
                        Cross Pointe Retreat Center
                        Rocky Mount, MO

April 15-16      Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat
                        Resort at Point Arrowhead
                        Lake Ozark, MO

June 5-6         SCM Music and Arts Festival
                        Clarion Hotel, Springfield, MO

June 7            MOWAC State Convention
                       Clarion Hotel, Springfield, MO   

June 5-8       Missouri State Association
                      of Free Will Baptists
                      Clarion Hotel, Springfield, MO

Chame, Panama
Dear Chame Supporters 

Even when we are not so faithful to send an update 
and a thank you, you are faithful to send in your faith 
promise for the final payment of the Chame seminary 
property.  We appreciate more than words can tell all 
you have done and continue to do to make the seem-
ingly impossible dream a reality.  And it is almost that.  
In less than six months Free Will Baptists will make 
the final $50,000.00 payment, and this property will be 
ours free and clear of any debt.  Already New Tribes 
Mission is doing their part to have everything ready 
for the transfer in October.  It is exciting to just think 
about!

This school year started on March 15 with thirteen full 
time students and one student from a local church tak-
ing classes on Mondays and Tuesdays.  We are thankful 
for the increase in enrollment, but with growth comes 
additional expenses, work and interpersonal problems.  
We have to continue to remind ourselves that seminary 
students are not perfect, and neither are the directors 
and professors.  We all have our flaws.  Pray we will 
have wisdom and strength to maintain the academics 
and personal standards we strive for.

In December of this year three students will finish 
their training.  We are working in conjunction with the 
Panama mission committee in placing them in church 
planting situations even before graduation to put into 
practice what they have been learning these past few 
years.  Pray for Stephany, Julio and Osvaldo.  They 
have grown tremendously in the Lord and will make 
excellent labourers in the Kingdom.

Thank you again.  We wish everyone who has donated 
for this cause could come down and spend a week with 
us.  If you would be interested in visiting us here in 
Chame, Panama, let us know, and we will work with 
you on the details.  Thank you again!  We appreciate all 
you have done and continue to do to advance the cause 
of Christ around the world.

May God richly bless you,
Steve and Judy Lytle 
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NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist 
Bible College graduated 50 students 
from 16 states and Japan in commence-
ment exercises on campus Friday, May 
7, according to President Matt Pinson.  
Students completed degrees in eight 
programs ranging from two-year associ-
ate’s degrees to four-year bachelor’s 
degrees.  Thirty-six percent of the class 
graduated with honors.

                Reverend Will Harmon, 
senior pastor at Cavanaugh Free Will 
Baptist Church in Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
brought a 20-minute commencement 
address from Acts 2:17, challenging 
graduates to answer the question, “What 
Is Your Big

Dream?”  He urged hearers to move 
through the necessary stages of life to 
fulfill their dreams: Begin with God, 
Commit Your Heart, Beware of Dream 
Breakers.    Harmon is a 1983 graduate 
of Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College.  
A pastor for 26 years, the past 13 years 
at Cavanaugh Church, he formerly 
chaired the Hillsdale Board of Trustees, 
the Arkansas Executive Board, and was 
vice chairman of the Board at Randall 
House Publications.

                Kentucky pastor Tim Hall, an 
FWBBC alumnus, delivered a Thursday 
evening baccalaureate mes sage laced 
with humor and practical advice, and 
urged students to pursue

three worthy ideals in life—Be Honor-
able, Be Holy, and Be Happy.  Hall has 
pastored First Free Will Baptist Church 
(Owensboro) 25 years, and served 11 
years as moderator of the Kentucky 
State Association.  He also served on 
two national boards—the General Board 
and the Board of Retirement.

                Barry Raper, program coordi-
nator for Christian Education and Youth 
Ministries, was named Academic Advi-
sor of the Year.

                The college commends to you 
and to the work of the Lord the mem-
bers of the 2010 graduating class.

FWBBC 2010 Commencement
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Beacon .............................. $642.23
Belton ................................ $175.00
Bethel- Festus ..................... $90.00
Black Oak .......................... $180.00
Brown, Angela ..................... $15.00
Financial  Report

Coop Disbursements
April/May 2010............ $113,868.62

19.00% St HM . ..............$21635.04
17.00% Exec. Office.... .. $19357.66
  3.00% Gen. Fund......... $3,416.07
  8.50% Youth Camp ....... $9,678.85
  2.50% Youth Min........... $2,846.71
  2.50% CE  .................... $2,846.71
  2.50% Senior Adult ....... $2,846.71
  9.00% Mo Retirement. $10,248.17
  3.00% ShowMe Plan .... $3,416.05

33.00%   ....................... $37,576.64
     National Ministries
Hillsdale .......................... $4,212.33
Total...........$113,868.62Leadington 

COOP Receipts

Please note:  The amounts listed 
are for two months, April / May.

Alton .................................  $200.00 
Amity .................................  $141.60 
Aulsbury Chapel ...............  $360.54 
Bailey ................................  $440.00 
Bailey chapel ....................  $274.00 
Beacon ..........................  $1,500.00 
Belton ...............................  $898.76 
Bethel- El Dorado Springs ....  $412.14 
Bethel- Marshfield.............  $831.31 
Black Oak ......................  $1,772.22 
Byrd ..................................  $282.93 
Cabool 1st ........................  $235.12 
Calvary Chapel ..............  $1,523.65 
Calvary Fellowship ........  $3,000.00 
Cape Girardeau 1st .......  $1,099.00 
Carthage ...........................  $270.53 
Central ...........................  $1,707.28 
Christ Chapel .................  $1,336.00 
Clifton .................................  $58.41 
Copper Mines ...................  $919.77 
Cornerstone ...................  $1,093.08 
Crossraods- Wentzville ... $1,389.00 
Cuba ..............................  $1,021.00 
De Soto 1st ....................  $3,350.00 
Faith Chapel .....................  $615.64 
Faith- Fair Grove ..............  $159.40 
Farmington 1st...............  $4,602.00 
Fellowship......................  $3,060.00 
Fordland ...........................  $930.00 
Fredericktown 1st .............  $683.00 
Freeman Chapel ...............  $840.00 
Generations ...................  $1,566.84 
Gospel Light .....................  $200.00 
Grace .............................  $3,285.41 
Grant Avenue .................  $1,773.20 
Hannon ..........................  $1,122.46 
Harmony ...........................  $692.50 
Hartville..........................  $2,494.00 
Hazel Creek ...................  $1,891.54 
Hopewell ........................  $1,003.00 
Houston 1st ...................  $1,202.34 
Hurryville ........................  $1,137.00 
Jackson ............................  $306.07 
King’s Way ........................  $874.39 
Koshkonong......................  $347.00 
Lead Hill............................  $456.96

 $1,090.00 
Lebanon 1st ......................  $797.90 
Lebanon Greenhills .......  $1,448.78 
Macedonia- Niangua ........  $154.78 
Marshfield .........................  $578.80 
Merls Chapel ....................  $138.14 
Mill Creek .......................  $1,024.64 
Mine La Motte ...................  $198.57 
Monett 1st ......................  $1,242.66 
Mountain Grove 1st .......  $3,657.68 
Mt. Pisgah......................  $1,026.00 
Myrtle ................................  $587.39 
Neosho 1st ....................  $1,012.70 
Nevada .............................  $108.25 
New Beginnings- KS.........  $305.00 
New Hope .........................  $527.00 
New Life- Licking ...........  $1,131.76 
Number One .....................  $716.74 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ....  $497.20 
Oak Hill ..........................  $1,161.00 
O’Fallon 1st ...................  $4,439.28 
Ozark 1st .......................  $1,904.22 
Palabras De Vida Eterna ....  $95.00 
Park Hills 1st.....................  $736.80 
Parkview ...........................  $903.00 
Parl Hills 1st......................  $686.62 
Pleasant Hill- Thayer ........  $213.49 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana ...  $207.00 
Potosi 1st ..........................  $436.24 
Purdy 1st .......................  $2,000.00 
Rejoice...........................  $1,275.77 
Republic............................  $926.22 
Richwoods 1st ..................  $826.00 
Rock Chapel .....................  $948.35 
Rolla 1st............................  $563.00 
Salem .................................  $60.00 
Seymour ........................  $1,630.00 
Smyrna .............................  $195.00 
Springfield 1st ................  $2,464.67 
Stockton............................  $305.00 
Stonebridge ......................  $300.00 
Thayer ...........................  $2,805.00 
Trinity .............................  $1,862.83 
Twin Oak........................  $1,523.00 
Union ..................................  $60.00 
Union Grove ..................  $1,270.00 
Union Light .......................  $348.00 
United ............................  $1,733.07 
United ............................  $2,114.41 
Unity .................................  $960.00 
Viburnum ..........................  $675.00 
Victory- Alton .................  $1,078.37 
Victory- KC ....................  $1,921.29 
Waynesville 1st ..............  $1,093.93 
West Plains 1st ..............  $1,921.00 
Wilderness ........................  $540.00 
Willow Springs ..................  $557.78 
Wolf Creek .....................  $1,525.20 
Total ...........................  $113,868.62 

Show-Me Plan

Brown, Angela ....................  $30.00 
Cabool 1st ........................  $105.00 
Calvary Chapel .................  $210.00 
Calvary Fellowship ........  $4,417.00 
Central ..............................  $280.00 
Chrisman, Mona .................  $60.00 
Coon Creek ......................  $184.50 
Copper Mines ...................  $865.00 
Cornerstone ......................  $822.00 
Crossraods- Wentzville .....  $500.00 
Cuba .................................  $211.50 
De Soto 1st ....................  $1,539.50 
Eastern Gate ....................  $213.95 
Farmington 1st...............  $1,420.00 
Fellowship......................  $1,791.50 
Fordland ...........................  $400.00 
Fredericktown 1st .............  $360.00 
Freeman Chapel ............  $1,440.00 
Generations ......................  $658.66 
Grace ................................  $793.00 
Grant Avenue ....................  $506.61 
Greater Springfield Assn. ..  $125.00 
Hannon ..........................  $1,122.46 
Happy Hill .........................  $120.00 
Harmony ...........................  $135.00 
Hartville.............................  $300.00 
Heritage ............................  $126.00 
Heritage Chapel................  $342.00 
Hopewell .............................  $60.00 
Houston 1st ......................  $550.01 
Jackson ..............................  $80.00 
Lead Hill..............................  $20.00 
Leadington ........................  $480.00 
Lebanon 1st ......................  $355.00 
Lebanon Book Store .........  $540.00 
Lebanon Greenhills ..........  $589.63 
Macedonia- Purdy .......  $18,000.00 
Merls Chapel ......................  $30.00 
Mill Creek ..........................  $280.00 
Mine La Motte ...................  $300.00 
MO Cooperative Plan ....  $3,416.05 
MO WAC .......................  $1,562.40 
Monett 1st ...........................  $30.00 
Mountain Grove 1st .......  $1,275.00 
Mt. Pisgah.........................  $513.00 
Mt. Zion- Thayer .................  $60.00 
Myrtle ................................  $320.00 
Neosho 1st .......................  $300.00 
Nevada .............................  $108.25 
New Beginning- Odessa ...  $335.70 
New Home- Hartville.........  $420.00 
New Hope .........................  $300.00 
New Life- Licking ..............  $254.70 
New Life- Monett ..............  $600.00 
Number One .....................  $300.00 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ....  $102.00 
Oak Hill .............................  $153.00 
O’Fallon 1st ...................  $1,127.16 
Olivet ..................................  $95.00 
Ozark 1st ............................  $34.00 
Palabras De Vida Eterna ....  $15.00 
Park Hills 1st.......................  $20.00 
Parkview ...........................  $479.00 
Parkway ..............................  $60.00 
Pleasant Grove .................  $270.00 
Pleasant Hill- Thayer ..........  $90.00 
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana ...  $140.00 

Beacon............................. .$734.04.
Bell, William ......................  $200.00 
Belton ...............................  $300.00 
Bethel- Festus ....................  $90.00 
Black Oak .........................  $360.00 
Book Store ........................  $540.00

Porter Chapel ................  $1,347.47 
Purdy 1st .......................  $1,125.00 
Rejoice..............................  $260.00 
Republic..............................  $25.00 
Richwoods 1st ..................  $156.44 
Rock Chapel .....................  $465.00 
Rolla 1st..............................  $60.00 
Southeast Assoc. ................  $90.00 
Springfield 1st ................  $1,730.00 
Stockton..............................  $90.00 
Thayer ...........................  $1,072.00 
Trinity ................................  $280.00 
Union ..................................  $45.00 
Union Light .......................  $700.00 
United ...............................  $950.00 
Unity .................................  $490.00 
Viburnum ..........................  $170.00 
Victory- KC .......................  $922.00 
Walnut Grove ......................  $15.00 
Waynesville 1st ..............  $1,503.81 
Webster, Frank .................  $150.00 
Willow Springs ..................  $291.00 
Total .............................  $66,905.34 

State Home Missions
Hurryville ...........................  $100.00 
Jackson ..............................  $40.00 
Macedonia- Purdy ............. $300.00 
MO WAC .......................  $1,990.20 
Ozark 1st ............................. $10.00 
Thayer ..............................  $300.00 
Webster, Frank .................  $150.00 
Total ...............................  $2,890.20

International Missions
Beacon .............................  $690.38 
Calvary- Conway ................  $90.00 
Calvary Fellowship ........  $2,256.00 
Carthage .............................  $49.00 
Central ................................  $80.00 
Cuba ...................................  $84.60 
De Soto 1st .........................  $91.50 
Farmington 1st..................  $149.00 
Fellowship...........................  $50.00 
Generations ......................  $103.80 
Gospel Light ..................  $1,040.00 
Grant Avenue ....................  $313.79 
Hartville.............................  $190.00 
Macedonia- Purdy ............  $610.00 
Monett 1st .........................  $940.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ..........  $115.00 
Myrtle ................................  $120.00 
New Life- Licking ..............  $103.81 
New Life- Monett ................  $10.00 
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ....  $200.00 
O’Fallon 1st ........................  $50.00 
Olivet ..................................  $25.00 
Ozark 1st ............................  $50.00 
Park Hills 1st..................  $1,305.00 
Pickard, Bob .......................  $25.00 
Purdy 1st ..........................  $625.89 
Rock Chapel .....................  $100.00 
Rolla 1st............................  $335.00 
Springfield 1st ...................  $247.40 
Thayer ................................  $10.00 
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Trinity ..................................  $60.00 
United ...............................  $180.03 
Victory- KC .......................  $306.00 
Waynesville 1st .................  $205.00 
Willow Springs ..................  $290.50
Total .............................  $11,101.70

Beacon ...............................  $30.00 
Bethel- Festus ....................  $60.00 
Calvary- Conway ................  $45.00 
Calvary Fellowship ........  $1,830.00 
Carthage .............................  $20.00 
Central ................................  $50.00 
Cuba .................................  $126.90 
De Soto 1st .......................  $400.00 
Farmington 1st...............  $1,240.00 
Fellowship.........................  $458.20 
Fordland .............................  $10.00 
Fredericktown 1st ...............  $60.00 
Grace ................................  $718.00 
Grant Avenue ......................  $50.00 
Hartville...............................  $60.00 
Houston 1st ........................  $60.00 
Hurryville ...........................  $216.00 
Jackson ..............................  $35.00 
Merls Chapel ....................  $100.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ..........  $180.00 
Neosho 1st .......................  $100.00 
New Life- Monett ..............  $150.00 
New Testament ...................  $60.00 
O’Fallon 1st ......................  $450.00 
Olivet ..................................  $50.00 
Ozark 1st ..........................  $231.00 
Park Hills 1st.......................  $10.00 
Rader, Jerry ........................  $40.00 

National Home 
Missions

Trula Cronk Home

Hillsdale

Berea Ministries

FWBBC

Designated

Southeast Association ........  $45.00 
Total ....................................  $45.00 

Belton .................................  $50.00 
De Soto 1st .......................  $160.00 
Grace ..................................  $86.00 
Grant Avenue ......................  $17.50 
Hartville.............................  $100.00 
Hazel Creek ......................  $175.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ............  $40.00 
Myrtle ..................................  $52.00 
New Hope .........................  $100.00 
New Life- Monett ..............  $526.66 
Union ..................................  $50.00 
Union Light .........................  $50.00 
Unity .................................  $100.00 
Total ...............................  $1,507.16 

Beacon ...............................  $62.50 
De Soto 1st .........................  $80.00 

Beacon ...............................  $66.50 
Carthage .............................  $25.00 
Farmington 1st..................  $325.00 
Fordland .............................  $30.00 
Generations ......................  $329.86 
Grant Avenue ......................  $80.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ..........  $340.00 
Thayer ..............................  $150.00 
West Plains 1st ...................  $50.00 
Total ...............................  $1,396.36 

Missouri Retirement
Book Store ........................  $400.00 
Total ..................................  $400.00

C. E. Board

Book Store ........................  $280.00 
Total ..................................  $280.00 

Senior Adult Board

Book Store ........................  $280.00 
Total ..................................  $280.00 

Youth Ministries Board

Book Store ........................  $280.00 
Total ..................................  $280.00.

Victor Torrez
United- Youth Group .........  $600.00 

Youth Camp

Youth Camp Development

Generations ......................  $164.92
Grace ...........................  $12,195.00 
Hannon .............................  $100.00 
Hartville...............................  $40.00
Houston 1st ......................  $120.00 
Myrtle ..................................  $65.00 
Trinity    ........................  $60,193.96 
United ...............................  $150.00 
United ..........................  $10,716.53 
West Plains 1st .................  $100.00 
Willow Springs ..................  $500.00 
Total .............................  $84,345.41

Republic..............................  $25.00 
Richwoods 1st ....................  $79.66 
Rock Chapel .....................  $284.50
Rolla 1st............................  $355.00 
Southeast Assoc. ................  $45.00 
Thayer ..................................  $5.00 
Trinity ..................................  $60.00 
United .................................  $20.00 
Waynesville 1st .................  $400.00 
West Plains 1st .................  $571.00 
Willow Springs ....................  $50.00 
Total ...............................  $8,735.26 

Cornerstone ......................  $200.00 
De Soto 1st .......................  $110.00 
Hannon .............................  $100.00 
Hartville...............................  $20.00 
Indian Creek Assoc...........  $498.00
Book Store .....................  $1,080.00 
Mountain Grove 1st ..........  $100.00 
Mt. Pisgah...........................  $30.00 
New Life- Monett ..............  $526.66 
Ozark 1st ............................  $10.00 
Rock Chapel .......................  $48.00 
Rolla 1st..............................  $40.00 
St. Louis District Assoc .....  $108.00 
Thayer ..............................  $150.00 
Trinity ..................................  $30.00 
Union ..................................  $30.00 
United .................................  $50.00 
West Plains 1st ...................  $50.00 
Willow Springs ..................  $100.00 
Total ...............................  $3,280.66

Fellowship...........................  $20.00 
Grant Avenue ......................  $12.50 
Mountain Grove 1st ..........  $330.00 
Olivet ..................................  $25.00 
Thayer ..............................  $150.00 
TOTAL ..............................  $680.00 

Total ..................................  $600.00

Overland Church
Overland, MO

Contact:
Ken Womack
314-427-8327

Liberty Church
Gatewood. MO

Contact:
Glen Gazaway

Rt 9 Box 516
Gatewood, MO 63942

573-255-3172

Available  Churches

Plesant Grove Church
Hartville, MO

Contact:
Terry Cole

417-668-7714

Oskaloosa Church
Liberal MO

Contact:
Rusty Endicott
417-843-3188
417-214-3188

Mill Creek Church
Fredericktown, MO

Contac t:
Keith Myers
573-783-2410
Don Smith

573-243-8748

Cabool First Church
Cabool MO

Contact Frank Lutz
417-926-3960

Hannon Church
Liberal MO

Contact 
Bob Garrett

417-843-6500
417-437-1979

Rock Chapel Church
Norwood, MO

Contact:
Shelby Housley

417-746-4743

United Church
West Plains, MO

Contact:
United FWB Church

607 Lanton Road
West Plains, MO  65775

417-255-2015
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