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from the Editor

Jesus really left little to the 
imagination when he said 
“It’s my church, I will build 
it and the gates of hell will 
not prevail against it!”  (Matt 
16:18)  

We cannot question whose 
church it is, we cannot ques-
tion its success, and we cannot 
question the devil’s impotence 
against the true church of Jesus 
Christ.  Ah, you say, there are 
many indications that the church 
may be in decline.  Attendance is 
down.  The number being saved 
is down.  Its infl uence in society 
is diminished.  

Many seem to feel that outside a 
few mega-churches there is very 
little happening in the church 
today.  If we listen to these nay-
sayers, we might be tempted to 
think that Jesus could have been 
mistaken.  If He were to restate 
this promise in Matthew today 
He might say “It’s our church, we 
will build it and the Devil can’t 
stop it completely, most of the 
time.”

While I am overjoyed to be a 
part of the body of Christ, His 
church, I am glad it is not mine.  
If the church had to depend on 
my puny efforts and dim vision 
to get the job of evangelizing 
the world completed, the world 
would be in grave trouble.  I am 
glad the church is greater than 
something I can control and pos-
sess.  It truly is His church.  

There has never been a greater 

need for the church of Jesus Christ 
to be exactly that.  Our culture is 
going to hell in a handbasket.  It is 
growing more dark and demented 
daily.  What once was an accept-
ance of the presence and message 
of the church, has passed through 
polite tolerance on the way to 
open animosity.  

There is a growing chorus sing-
ing that the reason culture is not 
progressing, the reason all peo-
ple are not afforded equal rights 
and opportunities is because the 
church is holding them back with 
outdated morals and standards.  
We stand in the way of all men 
achieving their right to be what 
they want to be.  To them, nothing 
is more important than that.  We 
live in America, they say, we have 
the right to do whatever we want 
and you have no right to tell us we 
cannot.

And what is the churches re-
sponse?  The so-called liberal 
church in America agrees with 
them.  Yes, they say, not only do 
you have the right to be whatever, 
you can be that here with us in our 
church.  We will make you feel 
right at home.  

The message of the church of Jesus 
Christ is not self-fulfi llment.  If 
all the church provides the world 
is empowerment to fulfi ll what 
they are, we are simply helping 
them become worse sinners.  We 
are justifying their sin rather than 
helping them escape the power 
and punishment.  We have to give 
them the message of Jesus Christ; 
the good news.  Carl F.H. Henry 
said,  “The gospel is only good 

news if it gets there in time.”

People are perishing around us 
daily, hourly, moment by mo-
ment.  The real church has the 
urgent opportunity to save their 
eternal lives.  

We don’t have time, in the face 
of this great need, to waste our 
energy and devotion on any-
thing else.  Whatever distracts 
us from this task is wrong. Jesus 
is working to save the lost, are 
you?  Is your church?  Remem-
ber, His is the only church that 
will make it.

Whose Church?Whose Church?
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It was early spring of 1983. I was standing behind a 
bread truck in Ellington, Mo when I noticed a tall, 
interesting looking man walking down the street 

toward me. He caught my eye because he had a beard 
and he reminded me of Abraham Lincoln. 

When he got close enough he nodded and greeted me 
with a slight smile and a soft hello. He stopped and 
introduced himself as Billy McClintock then he struck 
up a conversation with me. Within the fi rst minute 
he began witnessing to me. I smiled and said; “I am a 
FreeWill Baptist preacher.” He raised his eyebrows 
slightly and said; “So am I.” I was shocked since I had 
never known of one single FreeWill Baptist in Rey-
nolds County. 

As we conversed I noticed an unusual tenderness and 
kindness in his voice. I asked, “What are you doing 
here?” He replied, “I am starting a FreeWill Baptist 
Church.” I was up on our mission works and I told 
him that I had not heard of any such church. I asked 
if he was with State or National Home missions? He 
said neither. He explained that he was teaching school 
and driving a school bus to support his family as he 
started the church. 
 
I mentioned to him that I was from the Farmington 
Church and we were in Revival with Don Pegram 
from Virginia. Billy said he knew him and would 
come that night. Later that evening at the service I 
anxiously awaited his arrival. When he did arrive, he 
had 19 people with him. He had brought every single 
member of his church. I was amazed and impressed 
that he could get them all together and drive 70 miles 
in time for the service on such short notice. 

At that time I did not realize I had just met a man who 

would forever infl uence 
me and simplify my 
philosophy of ministry. 
I learned by watching 
Billy that he focused on 
just three simple things. 
Prayer, Gods Word and 
Witnessing. 

Billy and I became friends and stayed in touch. Often 
when I was in his area we would get together for fel-
lowship. I cherished the visits with Billy and Joyce. 
They lived in a log home that he had built from trees 
from the mountainside nearby. The furnishings of 
the home were mostly wooden hand-made creations 
from Billy’s own hands. He had muzzle loading rifl es 
on the wall that he had made. The hand carving on 
the stocks was nothing short of elegant. 

Thru the years as we spent time together I learned 
more about him. I learned that Billy had graduated 
from FreeWill Baptist Bible College in 1955 and 
moved to Detroit where he would graduate from 
Wolverine Trade School as a certifi ed auto mechanic. 
He also helped in the Highland Park Church. It was 
there he would meet Joyce who would be the one 
and only love of his life. They were married by their 
pastor; Rev. Raymond Riggs. It would be the last 
wedding Bro Riggs would perform before moving 
to Nashville to become the Director of FWB Foreign 
Missions. 
 
A year later Billy and Joyce moved to Oregon to 
Pastor a FWB Mission Church. His ministry would 
lead him from Oregon to North Carolina where he 
pastored a total of four different churches and from 

Billy....Billy....
by David Bates

Bro. Billy and his congregation at Doniphan
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there to Virginia. There he pas-
tored a split off the Portsmouth 
Church. Billy got together with the 
pastor of the Portsmouth church 
then they got the deacons of the 
two churches together. Later they 
got the two churches together and 
reconciled their differences. They 
were able to reunite the two con-
gregations into one and had 250 in 
attendance the fi rst Sunday.  In my 
35 years of ministry I have never 
heard of that happening anywhere.  
Finally Billy came back to Missouri 
to his homeland and started a 
mission in the little community of 
Doniphan, MO. 

After six years with the church up 
and going, he moved to Ellington 
where I met him.  He started a 
mission there and four years later 
went to work in a boys ranch in 
Black, MO as the chaplain and 
woodshop teacher.  He would 
often dress up in a black top-hat 
with long black coat tails and take 
the boys out into the mountains 
for preaching services.  He would 
spend the next 17 years of his life 
on the Boys Ranch and in the Shel-
tered Workshop[ being the daddy 
to hundreds of young boys who 
had never experienced the love of 
a father.  God only knows the eter-
nal effect of his love for them.  

One of the things Billy has done 
through the years is to carve canes 
that tell the plan of salvation in 
the carvings.  I have carried one 
since 1997 and have shared the 
plan of salvation with hundreds 
of people through the story of the 
cane.  People walk up and ask 
about the beautiful carvings and in 
less than a minute they hear about 
the death, burial, resurrection and 
salvation of our Lord. 

In 12 years of telling the story of 
the cane I have never had one per-
son stop me or walk away. Quite 
the contrary, they are mesmerized 
by it. Billy has carved canes for 
many people and I am convinced 
that thousands of people have 

heard the gospel through the work 
of Billy’ hands. 

Four years ago, after Billy’s pre-
cious Joyce went to be with 
the Lord, Billy moved home to 
Doniphan to pastor the church 
he founded in 1972. His children 
and grandchildren live there. Billy 
has been a wonderful father to his 
three outstanding children and he 
is a loving grandfather as well. One 
of his grandsons is a missionary 
in Belfast, Ireland and is presently 
starting a Bible college there. 

I believe the most phenomenal 
thing about this story goes back to 
the beginning when Billy attended 
Free Will Baptist Bible College. 
He was and is a great bass singer. 
During his Bible College years 
he sang Bass in the Bible College 
Quartet with three other young 
preacher boys. Their names were 
Robert Picarilli, Bobby Jackson and 
Eugene Waddell. 

These three young men would be-
come known, respected, admired 
and loved by our people all around 
the world. Dr. PicarilIi would be-
come a great educator at Free WiII 
Baptist Bible College and a cel-
ebrated author of many doctrinal 
and historical books. Bobby Jack-
son would become the Moderator 
of our National Convention and 
arguably the greatest evangelist 
in our history. He would preach 
more revivals to more people than 
anyone ever has or ever will. 

Eugene Waddell would become 
Director of Foreign Missions and 
would be known by FreeWill Bap-
tists world wide. 
 
Billy McClintock. “the Caleb of 
FreeWill Baptist” would always 
go to the hard place. To the church 
that others would not or could not 
go. To a place where there wad 
either no building, no people or 
no money.  He would work with 
his hands, selling produce, doing 

mechanic work, teaching school 
or driving a school bus. He would 
preach the Gospel in a place that 
few would ever hear of. Hundreds 
of thousands know the names 
Robert Picrilli, Bobby Jackson 
and Eugene Waddell.  Very few 
in comparison have ever heard of 
Billy McClintock.

Billy and thousands like him have 
marched quietly in our ranks of 
the Army of God.  They have 
fought fervently in the battle for 
souls of men.  They have served 
without signifi cance, they have 
gleaned without glory, they have 
run the race without recognition  

I Timothy 6: 18, 19 let them do good, 
that they be rich in good works, ready 
to give, willing to share. Storing up 
for themselves a good foundation for 
the time to come, that they may lay 
hold on eternal life. 

At 75 years of age, after 54 years 
of ministry, Billy is still the pastor 
in Doniphan.  He still gets out 
among the people of the com-
munity.  People still stop and ask 
him about the cane.  With a slight 
smile and a soft, deep voice, Billy 
says, “Let me tell you a story.”

David Bates,
Pastor, 
Grace Community 
Church. 
A mission church 
south of 
Farmington, Mo. 
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2009 Senior Adult Retreat2009 Senior Adult Retreat May 11-13
Clarion Hotel

Springfield, MO

Brother Wayne Phillips is the 
pastor of the Fellowship Free 
Will Baptist Church in Park Hills, 
MO  He is a member of our MO 
Senior Adult Board.  Bro. Wayne 
pastored several churches before 
making Missouri home.  He is 
an excellent communicator and 
will be a blessing to our Sr. Adult 
Retreat

Speaker:

Music:
The New Horizons are a 
family singing group from 
Lebanon, MO.  The group 
consists of two brothers, 
Max and Danny Rhoades 
and one sister, Becky 
(Rhoades) Buttrey.  We 
have been blessed to have 
the New Horizons at our 
retreat the past two years 
They have been well re-
ceived.  We look forward to 
their ministry again.

Cost:
Double ........................$65.00 each
Triple ...........................$60.00 each
Quad ...........................$55.00 each

Please note, A $10.00 per person
non-refundable deposit is required 

with your registration

Registration forms have been 
mailed to all our churches.  

If you do not have access to one, 
Please call 

Rev. Gene Howell at 
1-765-1857 

or the State Offi ce at 
1-866-532-6537

The Senior Adult Retreat is 
sponsored by the Senior Adult 
Ministries Board and part of the 
cost of the retreat is provided 
by the board.  This event is for 
those who are 55 years of age 

and older.  If a spouse is young-
er than 55, they are eligible to 

attend.  
All Pastors are invited.
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May 5  Palmer Leadership InstituteMay 5  Palmer Leadership Institute
  Buffalo, MO  Buffalo, MO
May 11-13 Senior Adult RetreatMay 11-13 Senior Adult Retreat
  Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld, MO  Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld, MO
May 31-June1 SCM Music & Arts FestivalMay 31-June1 SCM Music & Arts Festival
  Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld, MO  Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld, MO
June 2  MOWAC State ConventionJune 2  MOWAC State Convention
  Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld, MO  Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld, MO
June 1-3 MIssouri State Association MeetingJune 1-3 MIssouri State Association Meeting
  Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld  Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld
June 7-12 Teen Camp--Group 1June 7-12 Teen Camp--Group 1
  Camp Niangua  Camp Niangua
June 14-19 Teen Camp--Group 2June 14-19 Teen Camp--Group 2
  Camp Niangua  Camp Niangua

July 19-23 National Association of July 19-23 National Association of 
  Free Will Baptists, Cincinnati, OH  Free Will Baptists, Cincinnati, OH
July 26-31 Pre-Teen Camp--Group 2July 26-31 Pre-Teen Camp--Group 2
  Camp Niangua  Camp Niangua
August 2-7 Pre-Teen Camp--Group 1August 2-7 Pre-Teen Camp--Group 1
  Camp Niangua  Camp Niangua
Sept 4-5  Men’s Retreat*Sept 4-5  Men’s Retreat*
  Camp Niangua  Camp Niangua
Sept 25-26 MOWAC State RetreatSept 25-26 MOWAC State Retreat
  Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld, MO  Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld, MO
Nov 20-21 State Youth RetreatNov 20-21 State Youth Retreat
  Windermere, Roach, MO  Windermere, Roach, MO

*Tentative Date*Tentative Date

Missouri State Association of Free Will Baptists
2009 Calendar



Page 8  /Gem Magazine/ May 2009  

The last 33 years has seen me active in conduct-
ing Teacher Training workshops, Christian 
Education and Interpersonal Relationship 
seminars in this country and abroad present-
ing more than 1100 of them. I have traveled, 
spoken, used as a consultant, or conducted 
seminars in 68 denominations and countless in-
dependent churches in 48 states and 35 foreign 
countries.

During my travels I kept a journal of interesting 
places and impressions of humor or inspira-
tion that locale brought to me. Always I spent 
time researching adding to my knowledge of 
the places either before or after to increase my 
interest in where I would be visiting. In some 
cases a number of years have passed and quotes 
or resources have been lost but no intent to 
discredit or misquote was done. Most was done 
for my edifi cation and originally publishing 
was not considered until the demand by friends 
and others.

The book contains 117 stories of the places I 
have visited. Over the years many articles have 
been published that are not in the genre of this 
book. These have been published since 2004 as 
a weekly column called “Here and There” in a 
regional newspaper in Farmington, Missouri 
formally owned by the famous Pulitzer family 
of St. Louis.

Besides the printed editions the articles were 
sent out via internet entitled “Monday Mo-
ments” to a few thousand readers and a Blog 
by the same name has many of the published 
stories at altonloveless.blogspot.com.

Weekly emails and comments come from many 
states and foreign countries who ask to be 
added to the weekly emailing or with permis-
sion to forward to their lists.

Due to the constant requests for a book of these 
stories, I have chosen the 117 which I hope are 
enjoyed by each who wish to take a word tour 
with me.                                      
    -Alton Loveless

Dr. Alton Loveless has recently released his newest book titled 
“Come Travel With Me”  Here is what he says about this volume.

Dr. Alton Loveless Releases Dr. Alton Loveless Releases 
New BookNew Book

“For a guy who has never set foot outside the 
USA, I feel like a seasoned world traveler, thanks 
to Alton Loveless who picks me up on his magic 
carpet called “Monday Moments.” We’ve un-
covered history in London, waded in the Jordan 
River, heard the roar of hunting lions in Africa, 
and cheered American servicemen at 30,000 feet 
returning home from far-fl ung battlefi elds. Climb 
aboard—we saved a seat for you.”

—Dr. Jack Williams, Director of Communica-
tions, FWBBC, Nashville, Tennesse

This book may currently be obtained by calling 
1-888-795-4274 ext. 7876 

or you may order at 
https://www2.xlibris.com/bookstore/index.asp 

for more information or to read more testimonials, visit 
www.aeltravel.blogspot.com 

“Alton Loveless has been my friend for 50 years. 
I have enjoyed his writings and ministry. His 
faithfulness and experience have been helpful 
and a blessing to those who know him.”
                              
  – George C. Lee, Goldsboro, NC
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By J. Mark Vandivort

  “It’s time to saddle the horses 
and go get the preacher,” Carl’s 
dad may have said.  Eleven-year-
old Carl rode one horse and led 
the other for the one and one-half 
miles to Beaver Creek.  After ar-
riving there, he slapped the extra 
horse on its rump, sending it 
splashing across the creek to Bro. 
Herbert who was waiting on the 
other side.  Because the creek’s 
waters were too deep to ford, the 
preacher had parked 
his Model A at a nearby 
farmer’s house.

  At that time, Bro. 
Herbert Vandivort 
preached at the Happy 
Hill Church twice per 
month, and helped 
conduct revival meet-
ings during the spring 
and fall slack seasons 
in farm work.  Mean-
while, he left his wife, 
Bessie, and three-year-
old son, Mark, at their 
Possum Creek farm 
milking the cows and 
feeding the chickens. 

  The Cheerful Hill one-room 
school was located across the 
road from Happy Hill Church.  
Carl Dowden, age 81, remembers 
the school dismissing classes dur-
ing the day-time revival services.  
(Sometimes there were both day-
time and night-time services.)  
Some of the children invited Jesus 
into their hearts and trusted Him 
to forgive them of their sins. They 
were baptized in Beaver Creek.  
Carl said that Jesus saved him 
by delivering him from his sins 
at another church in the area.  
He also was baptized in Beaver 
Creek.

  Carl recalls that fried chicken was 
a common meal to serve when the 
preacher stayed in their home be-
cause chicken was a handy source 
of fresh meat.  (There were no 
freezers or refrigerators.)  He said, 
tongue-in-cheek, that when the 
chickens saw the preacher arrive 
they became hard to catch.

  At the conclusion of a week-end 
of church services, the preacher 
and Carl rode the horses back to 
Beaver Creek.  After riding Mr. 

Dowden’s horse across the creek, 
Bro. Herbert would slap it on its 
rump, sending it back toward 
home.  The horses were always 
eager to return to his dad’s barn, 
Carl reported, because they were 
rewarded with ears of corn.

  Follow Carl’s example and send 
your horse across the creek.  Much 
of the activity of local Christian 
churches and mission ministries 
are conducted by faithful and 
dedicated lay volunteers.  And 
many churches’ budgets are sup-
ported by money dropped weekly 
into the offering plate.  The Bible 
tells of Jesus and His disciples 

Send Your HorseSend Your Horse

traveling through towns and vil-
lages preaching the Good News of 
the Kingdom of God.  Some people 
shared their personal resources 
with them (see Luke 8:1-3).  After 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, a 
powerful Jewish leader believed 
in Jesus and was baptized.  He 
became known as the Apostle Paul 
who preached in many cities of 
the Roman Empire.  Paul wrote 
commending the recently estab-
lished church in Philippi: “Now 
you Philippians know also that at 

the beginning of 
the gospel, when 
I departed from 
Macedonia, no 
church shared with 
me concerning 
giving and receiv-
ing but you only” 
(Philippians 4:15, 
NKJV).

  Carl told me of 
his bout with colon 
cancer.  Many peo-
ple throughout his 
home area prayed 
for him, including 
some descend-

ants of Happy Hill 
church.  At this writing, his cancer 
is in remission.   He now enjoys 
the health to work in his garden 
and drive his tractor and bush hog 
over his fi elds. 

  Congratulations, Carl and Jewel 
Dowden, on your 60th wedding 
anniversary, March 31, 2009!

(“From The 
Pastor’s Pen”, 
Cleveland 
County 
Chronicle, 
PO Box 634, 
Noble, OK 
73068, 3/6/09).
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Missouri Missouri 
LifeLife

What’s Happening in your 
Church?

We would like to know!
Send your event reports and 

photos to 
info@mofwb.org or

Gem. 
PO Box 991, 

Lebanon, MO 65536

Dear Fellow Free Will Baptists,

Greetings in the name of the 
Lord!
 
As you know, The National Asso-
ciation of Free Will Baptists will 
hold their 2009 National Conven-
tion July 19th through 22nd at 
Duke Energy Center in Cincin-
nati, Ohio. As Prayer Chairman 
for this gathering, it is my re-
sponsibility to do all that I can to 
“rally the troops” in advance of 
this great meeting to make sure 
that each and every aspect of this 
event is bathed in prayer.
 
Many have asked how they can 
help in this regard, and I would 
like to share a few thoughts and 
ideas with you:
 
* First and foremost, please try to 
set aside a few minutes each day 
to whisper a prayer for the 2009 
National Association Meeting, 
and all who will be participating 
in it.
 
* Starting in the next few weeks, 
I will be sending out a  “Prayer 
Bulletin” in regards to this effort, 
with specifi c prayer requests, 
news and updates concerning the 
National on a regular basis all the 
way until the Meeting occurs in 
July. There are two ways you can 
receive this:
 
#1 - You can email me at Pastor-
JimMcComas@aol.com with a re-
quest to have your email address 
added to my mailing list, and you 
will immediately begin receiving 
these updates.
 
#2 - If you are a member of “Fa-
cebook”, you can join the group 
“Prayer Group for the 2009 FWB 
National Convention”, where 

you will receive all the regular 
Prayer Bulletins, plus be able to 
communicate with other Free 
Will Baptists from far and wide 
about this great meeting. In just 
a few short weeks we have seen 
over 250 Free Will Baptists from 
literally around the world join 
this group, and we hope to have 
1,000 Prayer Warriors standing 
together by July!
 
* I also need volunteers who 
would be willing to “adopt” a 
person who will be involved in 
some capacity at the National. 
This would involve taking their 
address, praying for them and 
sending them a note of encour-
agement from time to time, 
letting them know that they are 
specifi cally being prayed for. I 
have been on the receiving end 
of such notes, and I can say from 
personal experience they are a 
great comfort. Once again, if you 
would be interested in helping 
with this project, please email 
me and I will send you a name 
and address within the next few 
weeks.
 
We are excited about The Na-
tional coming back to Ohio, and 
we hope you will join with us 
in praying that God will do a 
mighty work among us while we 
are together in Cincinnati! May 
God bless each of you as you 
labor for Him, and we’ll see you 
in July!
 
 
In Christ,
Pastor Jim McComas - 2009 Na-
tional Prayer Chairman
P.O. Box 202
Creston, Ohio 44217
PastorJimMcComas@aol.com
330-465-7164 - Cell Phone

On Sunday, March 29th, the 
Seymour FWB Church had “Bring 
a Friend Day.”  They enjoyed 
the singing of the Howell Family 
Singers along with a great service.  
Pastor Derek Terry said if they 
beat their old record of 211, he 
would eat lunch on the rooftop 
like he did when they set the 
record.  

Well, the folks responded and 
on that sunday they had 224!  
Pictured above is Pastor Derek 
Terry, Evangelistic Pastor Toby 
Sanders and Youth Pastor Curtis 
Coffee.  Gid is blessing the Sey-
mour Free Will Baptist Church 
with good services and great 
growth!

Seymour Pastor Eats on 
the Roof...Again!

Pray for the National Pray for the National 
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You are cordially invited to

the 96th Annual Session of the

Missouri State Association 

    of 

Free Will Baptists

May 31st through June 3rd

Featuring:

Missouri SCM Bible and Arts Festival

May 31-June 1

Annual meeting of the 

Missouri Women Active for Christ 

June 2

State Meeting

June 1-3

Speakers will Include:

Rev. Jim Williams

Rev. Cletus Nichols

Rev. Darren Alvis

Rev. Stan Bunch

Our Theme will be:

“Jesus, the Way, the Truth, the Life.”

All sessions will be held at the 

Clarion Hotel

Springfield, MO.

For reservations, Call  1-800-756-7318

Cost is $72.00 per night, 

including Full Breakfast Bar

Rev. Jim Williams

Rev. Cletus Nichols

Rev. Stan Bunch

Rev. Darin Alvis
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May 31 and June 1, 2009
Clarion Hotel
3333 S Glenstone Ave
Springfi eld, MO
417-883-6550
The SCM (formerly CTS) Bible and Arts Festival is a program designed 
to encourage the learning of scripture and the using of gifts of young 
people in our Free Will Baptist Churches. The Missouri State Youth 
Board follows the guidelines of the National Youth Conference. All 
coaches should have a copy of the guidelines. The guidelines are avail-
able at the Lebanon Bookstore (417-532-9516).

Registration and Fees: See the fee schedule on the attached offi cial 
registration form. The registration form must be postmarked by May 
10, 2008. Send registration and fee to: Youth Ministries Board, 305 W 
Columbia, Farmington, MO 63640. Coaches will receive registration 
confi rmation by email or mail (if email is not available) prior to competi-
tion.

Questions concerning competition, contact Board Chairman, Randy 
Rains at 573-756-8933 or at crrains@yahoo.com. 

Projected Schedule:
  Sunday, May 31, 2009
   Evening Service – 6:00 p.m.
   Competition – 8:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
  Monday, June 1 (Subject to change based on fi nal                               
    registration numbers)
   Competition  - 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
   Awards Ceremony – 3:00 p.m.

Final schedule and details will be based on actual entries and will be 
available at competition. The time in the schedule that will not change is 
the Sunday evening service that begins at 6:00 p.m. Andy Rains, Youth 
Pastor at Thayer FWB Church, will be preaching in the Sunday evening 
service.

The following hotel is blocking rooms for the SCM 
Bible and Arts Festival. You must request the 
special rate for Missouri Free Will Baptists and 
reserve by May 15.

Clarion Hotel
3333 S. Glenstone Ave
417-883-6550 

In order to avoid state tax charges, the room must 
be charged to your church and a tax exempt letter 
must be presented to the motel. Make sure you let 
the motel know that your room is tax exempt upon 
registering. Check the NYC website at Randall 
House for 2009 rules changes.

Missouri SCM (CTS) Bible and Arts Festival
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The Shack by Wm. Paul Young
Not a review, but by Mitchell Cooper

“Mackenzie Allen Philips’ youngest daughter, Missy, 
has been abducted during a family vacation and evidence 
that she may have been brutally murdered is found in an 
abandoned shack deep in the Oregon wilderness.  Four 
years later in the midst of his Great Sadness, Mack receives 
a suspicious note, apparently from God, inviting him back 
to that shack for a weekend.  Against his better judgment he 
arrives at the shack on a wintry afternoon and walks back 
into his darkest nightmare.  What he fi nds there will change 
Mack’s world forever.  In a 
world where religion seems to 
grow increasingly irrelevant 
‘The Shack’ wrestles with the 
timeless question, ‘Where is 
God in a world so fi lled with 
unspeakable pain?’” – taken 
from the back cover of The 
Shack

Have you ever used or 
heard that sermon illustra-
tion that goes something 
like this.  “Imagine your 
life is like a house.  God 
wants you to take him 
through all of the rooms of 
your house, so you can’t 
just leave him in the entry-
way.  You have to let him 
into the living room, and 
the dining room, and the 
kitchen.  He even wants 
to go into your bedroom.  
But be careful, because 
he will also want to see 
what is stuffed in that back 
closet that hides all of your secrets.”  Sound familiar?  
I’ve heard it on a number of occasions and get a little 
squeamish every time the closet is mentioned.  In 
essence, this is the thrust of The Shack.  It’s not about 
the theology.

In many respects, I hope you don’t agree with all 
of the theological statements and pictures given in 
this book.  There are certainly pictures of God that 
are inaccurate (which begs the question, are there 

The Shack?The Shack? As I stood at the book rack in Walmart a 
few evenings ago, I overheard two ladies 
discussing the book they held.  One said 
“Oh, you just have to read this book.  I just 
fi nished it and it was wonderful!”  “Are you 
kidding,” the other said, “My pastor said 
that book is of the devil!”  I looked over 
their shoulder and saw they were discuss-
ing The Shack by William P. Young.  These 
are the two polar atitudes toward this book, 
yet there are many in between who have 
mixed feelings.  In an effort to sort it all out, 
here is an analysis by Mitchell Cooper.

any that ARE accurate?).  And throughout the book’s 
many dialogues the characters convey ideas that ap-
pear biblical to the uncritical eye, but in the end are 
not orthodox.  All of these must be taken with a grain 

of salt and not used as a dogmatic statement 
of faith, or interpretation of Scripture.   The 
Holy Bible is the only true source for sound 
doctrine, which could go without saying.

The book is not about theology; it is about 
redemption.  It is about repentance and open-
ing up our lives to our Creator for healing 
and restoration.  It is a book about com-
ing clean.  This is just a hunch, but I would 
guess that this book is wildly popular among 
modern Evangelicals because we have, for 
the most part, all of the correct answers to 
doctrinal issues but are still carrying around 
a monumental load of junk (hurt, questions, 
bad decisions, etc) inside of us.  We have 
gone through the proper forms for correct 
salvation and baptism in the church, but 
life hasn’t turned out the way we thought it 
would.  We smile on Sunday morning and 
shake hands with the other friendly church 
folk, all the while hoping they don’t ever fi nd 
out what really goes on inside of us.

For what it’s worth, The Shack opens up the 
door for us to see one man’s idea of what it 

would look like to work through all of that stuff with 
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, 
each on their own terms and in their own way.  And 
for that, it just might be worth the read.

Mitchell Cooper is Associate Pastor at 
First Free Will Baptist Church in Lebanon.  

His wife Emily works with the youth.
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Beacon .............................. $642.23
Belton ................................ $175.00
Bethel- Festus ..................... $90.00
Black Oak .......................... $180.00
Brown, Angela ..................... $15.00
Financial  Report

Coop Disbursements
February 2009............ .. $60,568.54

19.00% St HM ..............$11,508.07
17.00% Exec. Offi ce.... . $10,296.65
  3.00% Gen. Fund......... $1,817.05
  8.50% Youth Camp ....... $5,148.32
  2.50% Youth Min........... $1,514.21
  2.50% CE  .................... $1,514.21
  2.50% Senior Adult ....... $1,514.21
  9.00% Mo Retirement. .. $5,451.16
  3.00% ShowMe Plan .... $1,817.05

33.00%   ....................... $17,747.00
     National Ministries
Hillsdale .......................... $2,240.61
Total ............................. $60,568.54

Coop Receipts

Show Me Plan

State Home Missions

National Home 
Missions

International Missions

Amity .................................... $61.75
Aulsbury Chapel ................ $197.38
Bailey ................................. $109.00
Bailey Chapel .................... $132.00
Beacon ........................... $1,000.00
Belton ................................ $335.99
Bethel- El Dorado Springs . $212.70
Bethel- Marshfi eld.............. $940.34
Black Oak .......................... $612.33
Byrd ................................... $235.20
Cabool 1st ......................... $260.56
Calvary Chapel .................. $960.84
Central ............................... $923.97
Christ Chapel .................. $1,718.00
Clifton .................................. $21.42
Copper Mines .................... $488.79
Cornerstone ....................... $721.82
Crossroads- Wentzville ...... $742.00
Cuba .................................. $436.00
DeSoto 1st ...................... $1,760.00
Faith- Fair Grove ............... $159.40
Farmington 1st................ $3,060.93
Fellowship....................... $1,300.00
Fordland ............................ $503.00
Fourth ................................ $170.50
Fredericktown 1st .............. $350.00
Freeman Chapel ................ $439.00
Generations  ................... $1,336.76
Gospel Light ...................... $200.00
Grace .............................. $1,938.46
Grant Ave ........................ $1,006.36
Hannibal ......................... $2,400.00
Hannon ........................... $1,598.00
Harmony ............................ $445.46
Hartville .......................... $1,120.00
Hickory Grove .................... $167.00
Houston 1st ....................... $328.55
Hurryville ............................ $476.31
Jackson ............................. $204.26
Journey Community............. $72.98
Kings Way ......................... $454.35
Koshkonong....................... $128.00
Lead Hill............................. $258.72
Leadington ......................... $641.00
Lebanon 1st .................... $1,302.66

Lebanon Greenhills ........... $463.71
Macedonia- Niangua ......... $136.95
Marshfi eld .......................... $251.85
Merls Chapel ..................... $179.80
Mill Creek ........................... $585.82
Mine La Motte ...................... $78.50
Monett 1st .......................... $887.66
Mountain Grove 1st ........ $1,667.55
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $392.00
Myrtle ................................. $245.70
Nevada .............................. $188.45
New Hope .......................... $313.00
New Life- Licking ............... $358.92
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ..... $273.40
O’Fallon 1st .................... $2,162.96
Olivet ................................. $371.00
Ozark 1st ........................ $2,019.90
Palabras De Vida Eterna ..... $71.25
Park Hills 1st...................... $841.60
Parkview ............................ $368.00
Pleasant Hill- Thayer ........... $66.45
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .... $140.00
Potosi 1st ........................... $366.42
Rejoice............................... $800.68
Republic............................. $390.67
Rock Chapel ...................... $329.94
Rolla 1st............................. $203.00
Salem .................................. $30.00
Seymour ............................ $882.00
South Fremont ................ $2,100.00
Springfi eld 1st ................. $1,194.40
Stockton............................. $158.00
Stonebridge ....................... $300.00
Thayer ............................ $1,201.00
Trinity .............................. $1,538.49
Twin Oak......................... $1,508.00
Union Grove ...................... $510.00
Union Light ........................ $263.00
United ............................. $1,662.39
Unity .................................. $440.00
Viburnum ........................... $478.00
Victory- Alton ..................... $523.73
Waynesville 1st .................. $511.83
Willow Springs ................... $398.02
Willow Springs 1st ............. $116.00
Wolf Creek ......................... $666.71
TOTAL .......................... $60,568.54

Beacon .............................. $307.00
Belton ................................ $145.00
Bethel- Festus ..................... $90.00
Black Oak .......................... $180.00
Brown, Angela ..................... $15.00
Burns, Jack .......................... $70.00
Cabool 1st ......................... $105.00
Calvary Chapel .................. $105.00
Central ............................... $115.00
Coon Creek ....................... $112.30
Copper Mines .................... $215.00
Cornerstone ....................... $456.00
Crossroads- Wentzville ........ $60.00
Cuba .................................. $142.50
DeSoto 1st ......................... $927.50
Eastern Gate ....................... $30.00
Farmington 1st................... $465.00

Fellowship.......................... $691.36
Fordland ............................ $250.00
Fourth .................................. $90.00
Fredericktown 1st .............. $180.00
Freeman Chapel ................ $720.00
Generations  ...................... $609.86
Gospel Light ................... $1,000.00
Grace ................................. $404.00
Grant Ave ........................... $346.00
Greenfi eld .......................... $360.00
Hannibal .............................. $60.00
Hannon ........................... $1,598.00
Happy Hill ............................ $60.00
Hartville ............................. $240.00
Houston 1st ....................... $233.17
Hurryville ............................ $515.00
Jackson ............................... $35.00
Jones Chapel..................... $225.00
Journey Community............. $72.97
Leadington ......................... $230.00
Lebanon 1st ......................... $75.00
Lebanon Greenhills ............. $25.00
Macedonia- Purdy .......... $1,000.00
Maggart, Roxanne ............. $110.00
Merls Chapel ....................... $30.00
Mill Creek ........................... $140.00
Mill Creek CWF ................... $15.00
Mine La Motte ...................... $75.00
MO Cooperative Plan ..... $1,817.05
MO WAC ........................ $1,067.08
Monett 1st ............................ $35.00
Mountain Grove 1st ........... $705.00
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $150.00
Mt. Zion- Thayer .................. $30.00
Myrtle ................................... $75.00
Nevada .............................. $188.45
New Beginning .................. $223.10
New Home- Hartville.......... $210.00
New Hope .......................... $150.00
New Life- Licking ................. $75.25
New Life- Monett ............... $400.00
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ..... $107.00
O’Fallon 1st ....................... $183.75
Olivet ................................... $95.00
Oskaloosa.......................... $150.00
Ozark 1st ............................. $34.00
Palabras De Vida Eterna ..... $15.00
Park Hills 1st........................ $85.00
Parkview ............................ $262.00
Pleasant Hill- Thayer ........... $45.00
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana ...... $50.00
Porter Chapel .................... $414.36
Rejoice............................... $160.00
Richwoods 1st ..................... $62.50
Rock Chapel ...................... $210.00
Rolla 1st............................... $30.00
South Fremont ................... $100.00
Springfi eld 1st .................... $340.00
Stockton............................... $45.00
Thayer ............................... $271.00
Trinity ................................. $255.00
Union Light ........................ $225.00
United ................................ $450.00
Unity .................................... $75.00
Viburnum ............................. $85.00
Walnut Grove ....................... $15.00
Waynesville 1st .................. $557.00
Willow Springs ................... $113.00
Willow Springs 1st ............... $45.00
TOTAL .......................... $22,536.20

Book Store ......................... $540.00
Copper Mines .................... $175.00

Crossroads- Wentzville ........ $60.00
Fordland .............................. $10.00
Gospel Light ........................ $80.00
Grace ................................... $25.00
Grant Ave ............................. $75.31
Lebanon Greenhills ............. $92.74
Macedonia- Purdy ............. $100.00
MO WAC ............................. $35.00
Mountain Grove 1st ............. $50.00
Mt. Pisgah............................ $75.00
Myrtle ................................... $85.00
O’Fallon 1st ....................... $168.75
Olivet ................................... $25.00
Ozark 1st ............................. $10.00
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana ...... $20.00
Republic............................... $25.00
Richwoods 1st ..................... $21.20
Stockton............................. $142.68
Thayer ............................... $325.00
United .................................. $25.00
Unity .................................... $70.00
Waynesville 1st .................... $50.00
Webster, Frank .................. $700.00
TOTAL ............................ $2,985.68

Beacon ................................ $30.00
Bethel- Festus ..................... $60.00
Central ................................. $50.00
Copper Mines .................... $105.00
Cuba .................................... $85.50
DeSoto 1st ......................... $310.00
Farmington 1st................... $635.00
Fellowship.......................... $439.00
Fordland .............................. $60.00
Fourth .................................. $50.00
Fredericktown 1st ................ $30.00
Gospel Light ........................ $80.00
Grace ................................. $152.00
Grant Ave ............................. $90.32
Hartville ............................... $30.00
Houston 1st ......................... $20.00
Hurryville ............................ $100.00
Jackson ............................... $32.50
Merls Chapel ....................... $50.00
Mountain Grove 1st ............. $80.00
Mt. Pisgah............................ $30.00
New Life- Monett ............... $100.00
New Testament .................... $20.00
O’Fallon 1st ....................... $218.75
Olivet ................................... $60.00
Ozark 1st ........................... $256.00
Park Hills 1st........................ $10.00
Rader, Jerry ......................... $20.00
Richwoods 1st ..................... $46.80
Rock Chapel ........................ $61.75
Rolla 1st............................. $259.50
South Fremont ..................... $85.00
Stockton............................... $92.69
Thayer ............................... $126.00
Trinity ................................... $60.00
Union Light .......................... $96.00
United .................................... $5.00
Unity .................................. $100.00
Waynesville 1st .................. $284.30
West Plains 1st .................. $180.00
TOTAL ............................ $4,601.11

Central .................................$60.00
Copper Mines ....................$100.00
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Designated

Giving to date:
Coop:  $180,589.41

Show-Me:  $76,443.02
Designated:  $87,158.86

Total:  $344,191.29

First Church
Cape Girardeau, MO

Contact:
Don Gregory
573-339-0797

or
Dave Lane

573-334-1106

Overland Church
Overland, MO

Contact:
Dot Asher

314-429-6752
Ken Womack
314-427-8327

Liberty Church
Gatewood. MO

Contact:
Glen Gazaway

Rt 9 Box 516
Gatewood, MO 63942

573-255-3172

First Church
Houston, Mo

Contact:
Danny Carter
417-967-4279

Parkview Church
Desloge, MO

Contact:
Lindal Richardson

573-358-2909
573-366-1850

Available Available 
ChurchesChurches

Beacon Church
Raytown, MO

Contact:
Howard Easley

816-313-7207

Crossroads- Wentzville ...$2,179.48
Cuba ....................................$57.00
DeSoto 1st ...........................$75.00
Farmington 1st.....................$75.00
Fellowship............................$90.00
Generations  ......................$168.44
Grant Ave .............................$19.00
Hannibal ............................$100.00
Hartville..............................$646.00
Houston 1st .........................$10.00
Macedonia- Purdy .............$100.00
Monett 1st ..........................$390.00
Mountain Grove 1st .............$76.50
New Life- Monett ...............$100.00
O’Fallon 1st .......................$630.00
Olivet ...................................$25.00
Ozark 1st .............................$50.00
Parkview ..............................$20.00
Rolla 1st.............................$249.50
South Fremont .....................$62.00
Springfi eld 1st ....................$255.00
Stonebridge ....................$1,200.00
Thayer ...................................$5.00
Trinity .................................$405.00
Viburnum .............................$25.00
Waynesville 1st ....................$70.00
TOTAL ............................$7,242.92

Berea Ministries 

Hartville.............................. $150.00
Jackson                        ........ $17.50
Total ................................... $167.50

Victor Torrrez 

United ................................ $200.00
Total ................................... $200.00

FWB Childrens Home- 
Alabama 

Springfi eld 1st ...................... $50.00
Total ..................................... $50.00

Trula Cronk Home for Children 

Belton .................................. $25.00
De Soto 1st .......................... $55.00
Fourth ................................ $215.00
Grace ................................... $29.00
Hannon .............................. $100.00
Hartville................................ $50.00
Mountain Grove 1st ............. $20.00
Myrtle ................................... $27.00
New Hope ............................ $50.00
New Life- Monett ............... $344.58
Union Light .......................... $50.00
Unity .................................... $50.00
Total ................................ $1,015.58

C. E. Board 

Book Store ......................... $140.00
Total ................................... $140.00

Free Will Baptist Bible College 

De Soto 1st .......................... $40.00
Mountain Grove 1st ........... $165.00
Olivet ................................... $25.00

Thayer ................................. $75.00
Total ................................... $305.00

Hillsdale 

Farmington 1st................... $125.00
Fordland .............................. $15.00
Generations ....................... $281.42
Grace ................................. $500.00
Grant Avenue ....................... $25.00
Mountain Grove 1st ........... $170.00
Thayer ................................. $75.00
Total ................................ $1,191.42

Getsemani Children’s Home 

Marshfi eld ............................ $50.00
Total ..................................... $50.00

Harvest FWB Native American 
Mission 

Marshfi eld ............................ $50.00
Total ..................................... $50.00

Senior Adult Board 

Book Store ......................... $140.00
Total ................................... $140.00

Youth Camp 

Book Store ......................... $540.00
Cornerstone ....................... $100.00
De Soto 1st .......................... $55.00
Hannon .............................. $100.00
Hartville................................ $10.00
Mountain Grove 1st ............. $50.00
Mt. Pisgah............................ $15.00
New Life- Monett ............... $344.58
Ozark 1st ............................. $10.00
Rock Chapel ........................ $30.00
Rolla 1st............................... $20.00
Thayer ................................. $75.00
Trinity ................................... $18.00
United .................................. $25.00
West Plains 1st .................... $25.00
Willow Springs ..................... $50.00
Total ................................ $1,467.58

Youth Camp Development 

Generations ....................... $140.71
Hartville................................ $20.00
Myrtle ................................... $31.00
United .................................. $75.00
Total ................................... $266.71

Youth Ministries Board 

Book Store ......................... $140.00
Total ................................... $140.00

YWAM 

Belton .................................... 20.00
Total ..................................... $20.00

Cooperative PlanCooperative Plan
++

Show-Me PlanShow-Me Plan
++

Designated GivingDesignated Giving
IIII

Great Ministry!Great Ministry!
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