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from the Editor

It was not love at fi rst sight, but I 
did think she was the prettiest girl 
I had ever seen. 

I was walking to the dining hall 
on the Bible College campus with 
a group of my friends when we 
met a group of freshmen girls 
headed the other way.  We were 
all sophomores and well versed 
in the ways of campus life.  We 
had been looking over the crop of 
incoming freshmen girls deciding 
who was most dateable.  Several 
in the group agreed that she prob-
ably topped the list.  That was 
when I heard a voice saying that 
everyone should leave her alone.  
I was a bit startled to realize that 
it was my voice and I continued 
to say that I was going to date her 
fi rst.

True to my word, I asked her out, 
only to be refused.  It seems that 
there were others on the campus 
with the same idea.  It was after 
several invitations and three 
weeks later that I fi nally prevailed 
and she said yes.  That fi rst date 
was…..a disaster.  Dating in those 
days at the Bible College consisted 
of a Sunday afternoon stroll about 
the “dating block” and sitting un-
der the watchful eye of the dean 
of women in the college lounge.  

During the stroll, she tripped over 
a crack in the sidewalk.  As we sat 
in the lounge for the conversation-
al time of the date, she said four 
words.  By actual count.  I didn’t 
do much better with about twelve.  
When I arrived back at the dorm 
my roommate inquired as to how 
things went.  My response was 
“Never again!”  I discovered later 
she told her roommate the same 
thing.

I guess God had a different idea.  
Just a few days later, against my 
better judgment, I asked her out 
again and against her better judg-
ment, she agreed to go.  By the end 
of that school year we were engaged 
to be married and exchanged our 
vows on May 27th, 1972.   That was 
36 years ago.

Time sure does fl y when you’re hav-
ing fun.  It seems like we just turned 
around and suddenly there behind 
us were a youth pastorate and two 
churches we had pastored.  Precious 
experiences in Florida and Missouri.  
People who have become so integral 
to our lives that we wonder how it 
happened.   

God sent a daughter then a son 
then another daughter.  A son-in-
law then a daughter-in-law .  Four 
grandsons, three here and one in 
heaven.  It really is a wonderful life.  

Even though most of the time we 
spent together she had some type 
of illness, God was faithful to see 
us through.  The last nine years 
were spent on dialysis, hoping for 
a kidney transplant someday.  But 
God had other plans.  Thanksgiv-
ing afternoon, He said enough.  

She had been diagnosed with can-
cer three weeks before.  Her sur-
gery seemed to be a success and 
the doctors gave her an all clear.  
What they did not realize was that 
the cancer they had discovered 
was just a small part of a larger 
situation.  After just nine days in 
the hospital, God said “enough.”

Her life had been spent as a model 
mother, pastor’s wife and Chris-
tian.  She had lived since she was 
a little girl to get to heaven.  We 
cannot be sad that God fi nally 
rewarded her faith.  

We will miss her tremendously, 
but we have not lost her.  When 
you know where someone is, they 
are not lost.   

She believed in striving to the very 
end.  Just hours before her death, 
she continued to ask us to help her 
sit up on the side of her bed.  She 
did not have the strength to sit up, 
yet I held her up in place for much 
longer than I felt was wise.  To her 
thinking, lying down was equal 
to giving up.  She was determined 
to live as long as God would 
allow.  Finally, with her family 
and friends gathered around,  she 
peacefully went home.  

No Cracked Sidewalks in HeavenNo Cracked Sidewalks in Heaven

Cynthia Elizabeth Fry
June 29, 1951- November 27, 2008

continued on page 6
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Missouri Show-Me Missions

The Inevitable-  The Inevitable-  
Part 2Part 2
by Frank Webster

I haven’t lived in the town I was 
born in and graduated high school 
from for over 30 years. I have 
visited the “hometown” several 
times because my parents still live 
there, so I have been able to see 
the few changes that have taken 
place over that time. 

When making a visit there, I like 
to drive by the fi rst home Deb and 
I lived in when we were mar-
ried. The small, 2-story, corner lot 
behind the 7-11 still has the home 
on it, but the years have not been 
kind to it. The same can be said 
for the home the Webster fam-
ily spent several years in while 
living on Main Street. Houses 
wearing out from the years can 
be expected changes, but even 
expected changes still cause the 
head to slowly signify the disap-
proval and a guttural “hmmmm” 
to come from fond memories.  

It doesn’t take long to realize in 
that situation that the biggest 
change is not in the dwellings 
or buildings, but in the person 
looking at them. Nelson Mandela 
once said, “There is nothing like 
returning to a place that remains 
unchanged to fi nd the ways in 
which you yourself have altered.” 

Change is inevitable. As “The 
Inevitable - part 1” tried to explain, 
Missouri Free Will Baptists are 
experiencing change. Some of it is 
expected. Pastoral change happens, 
missionaries retire, and changes 
due to health issues in ministry 
are not too uncommon either. But 
when it comes to the way we fund 
missionaries, that doesn’t change 
very often. So when it does we 
need to talk about it. 

The Part 1 told of the changes that 
have been approved regarding the 
funding restructure of the Inter-
national Missions Department in 
Nashville. Now let’s take a look 
at how this affects the Show-Me 
Plan and what the Missouri Mis-
sion Board and I are proposing as 
an opportunity to adapt our state 
funding of missions.

The current Show-Me Plan helps 
to support International Missionar-
ies that have ties to Missouri. For 
2009 we have 7 of those families we 
will be supporting. They are Ken & 
Judy Bailey (Japan), Stan & Brenda 
Bunch (Panama), David & Kendra 
Dodson (Uruguay), Steve & Judie 
Lytle (Panama), Donnie & Ruth 
McDonald (Japan), Jeff & Susan 
Turnbough (Spain), and Matthew 
& Brooke Turnbough (Spain).  

Starting in 2010 the Show-Me Plan 
would change from helping to sup-
port only these missionary families 
and would go into the Global Evan-
gelism Fund that will support ALL 
International missionary families 
personal needs. That means the 
Show-Me Plan would become a 
supporter of the general fund for 
International Missions. 
The Mission Board and I thought 
this would be an opportune time 
to make Missouri FWB Missions 
funding easier by changing the 
Show-Me Plan from just sup-
porting International Missions to 
expanding to include our State 

Missions and have an allowance 
for some minor support for our 
National missionaries that have 
ties to our state.
Our thinking is that by going to 
this “One Fund” system there is 
no competition in deciding which 
area to support. If you give to 
Show-Me Plan you would be giv-
ing to international, state and na-
tional missionaries from Missouri. 

Some key points that follow this 
change are that the Show-Me Plan 
will continue as a 100% missions 
funding plan. The Mission Di-
rector, and any other overhead, 
would continue to be funded by 
the Cooperative giving of our 
state. And, the distribution of 
funds for the mission areas will 
be done monthly by a percentage. 
That percentage will be presented 
and voted on at each MO FWB 
State Meeting. 

It is also good to know that our 
State Missions projects will be to-
tally funded through the Show-Me 
Plan. The annual percentage will 
match the need of State Missions 
for that year. 
For those of you who were a little 
disappointed with the level of 
fi nancial giving to be a Strategic 
Ministry Partner with an inter-
national missionary, we want 
to provide the opportunity for 
our Missouri Free Will Baptist 
churches to partner with our state 
church plants.  We currently have 
four state projects that could use 
churches to commit to regular 
prayer and communication with 
them. Give me a call at our state 
offi ce for more information in this 
area.

We, the Mission Board and I, are 
proposing that this change take 
place in conjunction with the 
starting date of the International 
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Missions 
Director 

Frank Webster

Brooke Turnbough gave birth to two beautiful (grand) 
babies on Friday, November 28, 2008, in Madrid, Spain. 
Caroline was born shortly after 9:00 pm, and then Daniel 
(about seven minutes later). Brooke and the babies are all 
doing well, very healthy, for which we are very thankful! 
The doctor released them to go home Sunday night, and 
now the fun begins! As you can imagine, the grandpar-
ents, family, and many friends from all over the world 
are very happy for Matthew, Brooke and Andrew. We ap-
preciate your prayers for them as they adjust to life with 
TWINS! Please join us in giving thanks to the Lord for the 
good health of Brooke, Caroline, and Daniel. 

Mission’s change which is January 
1, 2010. We are looking for this 
proposal to be an item of discus-
sion and decision at our 2009 State 
Meeting in June. 

As I look back at the way Missouri 
Free Will Baptists have changed 
over the last few decades in the 
area of funding missions, I realize 
that the years have been quite the 
opposite result of my hometown 
dwellings. The Show-Me Plan 
ushered in a time of easier and 

unifi ed support for international 
missionaries from Missouri. Now 
we look to make our system even 
more attractive by allowing that 
blessing to be spread to the rest of 
our Missouri missionaries. I think 
that with this move any future 
visitors to the history of Missouri 
Missions will not be shaking their 
heads and grunting disapproval, 
but instead would be standing 
proud with a smile of admiration 
to the way we handled the inevita-
ble aspect of change. 

Matt and Brooke Matt and Brooke 
Turnbough Welcome Turnbough Welcome 
Twins !Twins !

For more photographs go to the 
International Missions website at 
www.fwbgo.com/news_fi eld.cgi
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Missouri LifeMissouri Life

The Lord is still blessing here at 
the Seymour Free Will Baptist 
Church. On September 14, 2008 
we welcomed our new Pastor 
and family, Derek, Tina, Grant 
and Rusty Terry.  

We set aside October 26th for an 
Old Fashioned Day.  The Pastor 
challenged the congregation to 
have 200 in attendance.  He said 
that if we reached that goal, he 
would eat lunch on the roof of 
the church.  We had 211 that 
day, so he invited the youth 
Pastor, Curtis Coffee to join 
him!  
One of our senior ladies, Vesta 
Kasterke fashioned her dress for 
the day from a wedding photo-
graph of her mother.

                                -Donnia Terry  

God’s Blessings at 
Seymour

Few outside her immediate family 
knew the pain she lived with for 
years. She usually did not want us 
to mention her in prayer requests 
at church because she did not 
want to be the center of attention.   
She always hid her pain behind 
a smile.  I have to smile when I 
remember that there is no pain in 
heaven.  

Neither are there cracks in the 
golden sidewalks.

No Cracked Sidewalks in Heaven
continued from page 3

Our family would like to thank 
all of you for your prayers and 
kindness during Cynthia’s illness 
and subsequent passing.  

She was always amazed at the 
calls and cards that came in 
daily telling of people all over 
the world who knew of her illness 
and were praying for her.  

Our thanks to all of you who sent 
fl owers to her hospital room.  Her 
nurses commented that they were 
not sure if they were in the hos-
pital or a fl ower shop when they 
entered her room.  They certainly 
help to brighten her day; she loved 
fl owers.  

Thanks to all of you who attend-
ed her celebration service at Mtn. 
Grove First.  She would have been 
embarassed at all the attention, 
but she would be pleased by the 
fl owers sent and the contributions 
made to Mountain Grove Chris-
tian Academy, Free Will Baptist 
Bible College and the Gideons in 
her honor.  

May God bless you for your kind-
ness to us.

On November 16, 2008, the New 
Life Free Will Baptist Church, 
baptized eight young people. The 
church has seen a very substantial 
increase in adult attendance and 
youth attendance. There are now 
over 40 young people attending 
our services. Our youth depart-
ment on Wednesday night has 
grown from about 9 to 25. 

The church has had over 13 people 
saved and several people joined 
the church. The increase is due 
only because of prayers and the 
willingness of people to work for 
the Lord. We have done little, but 
God has given the increase. If God 
builds a church then it will remain. 
We believe that if we will worship, 
the people will come. Those who 
were baptized made a commitment 
to follow Jesus, “no matter what 
lies ahead. 

They were: Dustin Barnwell, 
Kenny Edgar, Jenny Edgar, Mianna 
Karnes, Megan Karnes, Amber 
Wilkinson, Jordan Wilkinson, and 
Nikki Shaw. Since the baptism 2 
persons have been saved; Fawn 
Jacks; Triskin Birch. God is surely 
blessing the New Life Free Will 
Baptist Church. Rev. Howard An-
derson, Pastor

New Life at 
New Life
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State Youth Retreat 2008State Youth Retreat 2008
On November 21and 22 Free Will Bap-
tist youth from over 40 churches from 
across the state gathered for a time of 
fun and worship at the State Youth 
Conference. The conference is held 
each November at the Windermere 
Baptist Conference Center in Roach, 
Missouri.  Close to 500 teenagers and 
youth workers gathered for a concert 
on Friday night with recording artist 
Rush of Fools and heard from guest 
speaker Zane Black. 

The theme this fall was “60 Min-
utes with God”.  Zane, a frequently 
featured speaker at the Dare 2 Share 
Conferences, gave his testimony of 
how God rescued him from a life of 
alcohol, sex and drugs. He challenged 
the youth to look at him as a living 
testimony of what God can do in a 
person’s life. Zane challenged every-
one to allow God to go to work in 
their individual lives and then share 
with their faith with others. “It is 
a great feeling to share Christ with 
someone else and see them to accept 

Christ” , Zane said. “Don’t miss those 
opportunities”. 

Rush Of Fools had everyone on their 
feet as they ministered in song during 
the Friday night concert. Then on Sat-
urday they opened each session with 
song. Between sessions they signed 
autographs and took pictures with the 
youth. 

Hillsdale and FWBBC were on hand 
again this year to promote the Bible 
colleges. FWBBC brought the youth 
together for the “OFF THE WALL” 
games and activities. 

During the Youth Workers Breakout 
Session, Youth Pastor Randy Rains, 
who leads an on Campus Bible club in 
the Farmington school that averages 

over 500 in attendance, presented to 
over 90 youth workers how to launch 
an effective campus ministry in their 
local schools.   

Also in attendance were Missions Di-
rector, Frank Webster; Missionaries to 
Uruguay, David and Kendra Dodson; 
and Camp Niangua Directors, Bruce 
and DeDe Moore. 

Next year’s Conference is scheduled 
for November 20-21, 2009.

Speaker 
Zane Black
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Over 30 Years Ministering in 
Missouri; 48 Years Nationwide

Reverend Jerry L. (Lee) Norris 
has announced his retirement as 
Senior Pastor of Calvary Fellow-
ship Free Will Baptist Church in 
Fenton, Missouri.  Brother Norris 
has pastored Calvary Fellowship 
since July 1978.  His wife, Brenda 
(Saverance), has fulfi lled the vital 
role of a pastor’s wife extremely 
well and has been essential to Jer-
ry’s ministry at the church.

Over the years, the pastor imple-
mented several innovative min-
istry programs that helped grow 
Calvary Fellowship’s attendance 
from around 25 to a regular Sun

day morning average of 275.  Jerry
 has also served in a variety of 
Free Will Baptist positions, (state 
and national), and both Jerry and 
Brenda are looking forward to 
serving God in a changed retire-
ment role.
His church recently gathered for 
an appreciation banquet and a 
time of reminiscing.  Here we 
refl ect on the rough, rewarding 
journey of a veteran pastor:

“My dad wouldn’t let us do any-
thing,” Jerry is famous for saying 
from the pulpit.  The youngest 
of 6 children, Jerry was born to 
Art and Flo Norris in 1942.  The 
Evansville, Indiana couple raised 
their children in a Godly home 
and were determined to shield the 
kids from worldly infl uences.  The 
result was a fi rm but very loving 
upbringing that Jerry can remem-
ber as a simpler time.

“I was the baby by seven and
a half years, and so my bro-
ther and sisters always teased 
that I received privileges that 
they did not.  But believe me, 
my dad wouldn’t let any of us 
do anything,” Jerry recalls 
with an obvious tongue-in-
cheek fondness. 

Two of his siblings are well-
known to Free Will Baptists: 
 Lorene Miley (Norris) has 
had an active ministry in our de-
nomination, both on her own, and 
as the wife of the late Dr. LaVerne 
Miley; and Gene Norris pastors Riv-
erside Fellowship Free Will Baptist 
Church in Clinton Township, 
Michigan.  

Jerry’s parents had always been a 
part of the denomination, and when 
it came time for college, Jerry had 
an easy choice:  “Go to Free Will 
Baptist Bible College and we’ll help 
you pay tuition. . .or don’t.”

Just like every 17 year old ever 
born, Jerry didn’t have a whole lot 
of direction in his life at that point.  
“I defi nitely did not attend Bible 
College to become a preacher,” he 
remembers.  “But we had to write 
something down.  Truthfully, I 
signed up for a minor in English 
with the idea of teaching school 
someday.”

It was on October 15th, 1960 when 
Jerry L. Norris answered the call to 
preach.  But it’s never that simple, 
is it?  College is a time of decisions, 
both good and bad, and Jerry fully 
embraced the concept of ‘free will’,  
“One thing I will always regret dur-

ing that time, and that is the fact 
that I did not apply myself from 
Day 1.”

Jerry is a huge sports fan.  Instead 
of studying Hermeneutics, he stud-
ied jump shots.  But at least the 
man spent a lot of time hustling. . 
.hustling in basketball and also at 
the ping-pong table! 

He defi nitely had his successes, 
leading all scorers on the college 
basketball team and winning a 
championship in ping-pong.  “Ah, 
the Ping-Pong Palace – the old 
garage behind Ennis Hall.  I spent 
a lot of time there,” sighs Jerry.

But Jerry did graduate.  This was 
mostly due to one man, Professor 
J.D. O’Donnell.  The faculty at the 
college had been very honest with 
Jerry and warned him that there 
was no way he could graduate 
on time.  Well, “almost” no way.  
Jerry ended up taking 22 college 
hours in his fi nal semester and still 
did not pass the fi nal exam.  But 
Professor O’Donnell took note of 
Jerry’s hard work and allowed him 
a second attempt.  For that Jerry 
will always be grateful.

The preacher has plenty of stories 
about those days.  He attended 
Bible College during a period of 
high enrollment, with approxi-

Rev. Jerry L. Norris RetiresRev. Jerry L. Norris Retires

“I defi nately did not attend Bible College 
to become a preacher!”
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mately 480 students, and remem-
bers roommates such as Bill Evans 
(former director of the Free Will 
Baptist Foundation) and John 
Stewart Craft.  Jerry notes, “I re-
member John went to the mission 
fi eld as a young man, came home 
for a visit, and died in an automo-
bile accident.”

Something else happened at school 
– Jerry met his best friend and 
future wife, Brenda Saverance.  
“When I fi rst met Jerry I thought 
he was a tall skinny guy and that 
was about it.  At the time, it never 
entered my mind that we would be 
dating,” says a less-than-smitten 
Brenda.

They were practicing to act out a 
skit for the regular Chapel service.  
It was called “The Newlyweds”.  
To hear them tell it, there wasn’t 
much acting involved!  “The 
more we practiced it, the more I 
liked Jerry.  I guess you could say 
he grew on me.”  “Brenda and I 
moved in different circles but the 
more I got to know her, the more I 
just really liked her.”

Jerry and Brenda will always re-
member the day they got engaged.  
That’s because John F. Kennedy, 
Jr. was assassinated that same day, 
November 22nd, 1963.  They’ve 
been married for over 44 years.

“I knew nothing about marriage.  
Literally.  Even about the ceremo-
ny.  The traditions and customs 
were so foreign to me,” recalls 
Jerry.  Thankfully he was a quick 
study and had a blushing bride 
who was more than happy to help 
him get thoroughly educated.

Jerry feels lucky to have met 
Brenda:  “I want to note how help-
ful Brenda has been in my minis-
try.  She has been the ideal pastor’s 
wife and has always stepped up 
at each of our churches over the 
years.  I am grateful for her.”  Any 
pastor’s wife can relate to Brenda’s 
life experiences, for she has often 
been forced to assume the roles “no 
one wanted,” whether it be work-

ing the nursery or helping Jerry in 
a secretarial capacity.

Brenda has enjoyed serving the 
Lord and standing with Jerry 
thru the many victories and chal-
lenges.  “I have enjoyed my role as 
a pastor’s wife.  That is basically 
the only thing I have known for 43 
years.  Problems are never a happy 
time, and there have been times 
that I wished we were simply lay 
people in the church.  But the many 
joys outweigh the sorrows.”  

Brenda shares some excellent ad-
vice when she refl ects on one of the 
unique challenges asked of God’s 
shepherds.  It’s the challenge of 
serving a group of believers made 
up of human beings with 150 dif-
ferent motivations and 150 differ-
ent expectations of what a pastor 
and his family can provide.  

“I think you have to make sure that 
you don’t let other people’s prob-

lems weigh you down.  I haven’t 
always done that, but it is certainly 
a requirement if you intend to min-
ister effectively.”

Brother Norris took a somewhat 
unusual path to Calvary Fellow-
ship (by far his longest tenure).  
He started out as a Youth Minister 
at the Free Will Baptist Church in 
Newport News, Virginia.  It was 
a smaller church and he ended up 
involved in just about everything 
– from song leading to serving as 
church secretary to teaching to 
preaching.

In hindsight, such a varied job 
helped immensely in his future 
ministries, but just like all of our 
fi rst jobs, the position was stressful 
and low-paying.  Jerry took his fi rst 
senior pulpit in 1965 – at St. John’s 
Free Will Baptist Church in Patrick, 
South Carolina.

Three years later Jerry and Brenda 
left for First Free Will Baptist in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina.  1968 
was a bittersweet year for the Nor-
ris family, and an unusual time for 
the entire state.  That was the year 
that Brenda gave birth to the very 
fi rst set of quadruplets ever born in 
South Carolina.  Articles about the 
historic births were published all 
over the nation, and even overseas.  

Stephanie, Suzanne, Stephen, and 
Samuel bid hello to the world with 
great jubilation.  But the Lord chose 
to take Stephen and Samuel home 
to Heaven after only the fl eetest of 
moments on Earth.  Samuel lived 
about 17 hours and died.  Jerry 
was forced to go pick out an infant 
casket and attend a brief memorial 
service.  

“I remember that we did not know 
for sure if Stephen was going to 
live either,” he somberly recalls.  
“I drove back to the hospital and 

Stephen died, living only 2 days.  
I then had to go pick out another 
casket and hold another memorial 
service.”  

Jerry was grateful for the sup-
port his family received from his 
Spartanburg congregation during 
that time and was thankful for the 
many telegrams received.

“The doctors had assured us that 
girls were stronger than boys and 
sure enough, Stephanie and Su-
zanne attend my church at Calvary 
today.  Brenda and I know we 
will see our boys again someday.”  
(The couple has a third daughter, 
Deanna.  All daughters are married 
with children and attend Calvary.)

In the years to come, Jerry and 
Brenda continued their pastoral 

Brenda gave birth to the very fi rst set of 
quadruplets ever born in South Carolina.

continued on page 10
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trek, stopping in Elgin, Illinois and 
Miamisburg, Ohio for brief peri-
ods.  1975 fi nally brought him to 
the St. Louis area.

“I had been through a lot in my 
experiences in Illinois and Ohio.  
The David C. Cook Publishing 
Company approached me about 
being a fi eld rep, and I had gotten 
fed up with being a pastor.  I told 
myself that I would never lead a 
church again and went to work for 
David C. Cook,” Jerry says, clearly 
recalling the inner turmoil of those 
days.

The new Central States Sales Rep 
was given three options as to 
where to live:  St. Louis, Missouri; 
Indianapolis, Indiana; and Nash-
ville, Tennessee.  He defi nitely did 
not want to compete against his 
own denomination, so Nashville 
was ruled out.  He had grown up 
in Indiana and would have been 
ok with it, but deep down wanted 
something fresh and different.

Jerry and Brenda talked it over 
and moved the family to St. Louis.  
They began to attend the Berke-
ley Free Will Baptist Church in 
Florissant, Missouri.  Some in that 
congregation drove a long way 
north to attend church, and begin 
to ask Jerry about starting a church 
further south, in Fenton, Missouri.

Despite his earlier pronounce-
ments, Jerry agreed to help get a 
church started.  Little did Jerry 
know the long-range plans God 
had laid out!  The new church, 
called “Liberty”, held its fi rst meet-
ing in Stanton Elementary School 
on November 13th, 1977.

“It was less than ideal, we met 
in the gym and had to bring 
everything with us.  I remember 
moving the piano from the music 
room every Sunday, and of course 
putting everything back where we 
found it,” says Brother Norris.  

At the same time, current pastor 
Duane “Butch” Hanson was prepar-
ing to leave Calvary Fellowship Free 
Will Baptist Church.  The church 
was running about 50 each Sunday, 
and about half the congregation was 
planning to start a church in Lemay, 
Missouri.

Notes Jerry, “Our school church 
had a pastor but no building, and 
Calvary had a building but no pas-
tor.”  The two congregations came 
together for their fi rst joint service 
in July 1978, and Jerry found a true 
home, staying at Calvary for 30+ 
years.

Jerry and Brenda will continue to 
serve God and they are currently 
praying and asking the Savior for 
guidance as to the next steps.  Jerry 
serves on several Free Will Baptist 
boards and has agreed to remain 
at Calvary until the church can 
bring on a replacement (or until the 
church decides it is time).  Brenda is 
church secretary and will continue 
in that position until a new pastor is 
hired.

“When Brenda and I used to discuss 
retirement, we did so with the idea 
of someday returning to South 
Carolina.  We enjoy the climate, 
we have a lot of friends there, 
and Brenda has family there too.  
But our kids live in Missouri, our 
grandkids live here, and we love the 
people of Calvary Fellowship.  Our 
best friends are in this church.  We 
intend to remain in Missouri and 
look forward to this next phase of 
life,” commented Jerry.

Thanks Jerry and Brenda for your 
service and dedication to Calvary 
Fellowship, your over 96 combined 
years of service to Free Will Bap-
tists, and most of all for your love of 
the Church.  

      Author Adrian Beck actively 
      serves the Lord as a member 
      of Calvary Fellowship.  

Jerry Norris Retires
continued from page 9

Carl and Cathy loved going to 
their seaside retreat. For years 
they had escaped from their 
suburban neighborhood to 
enjoy weekends and holidays 
by the shore. As they recently ap-
proached retirement, they decided 
to move to their vacation home 
and live there fulltime.

But that left them with a choice 
about what to do with their “city” 
house. They had heard about a 
charitable gift annuity and con-
tacted their favorite charity about 
accepting their house in exchange 
for one. It was an idea with some 
sunny benefi ts.

They liked the gift annuity be-
cause it paid them a dependable, 
fi xed payment for as long as either 
lived. The rate was based on their 
ages and would never change, 
no matter what happened with 
the economy. In addition, they 
received an income tax deduction 
when they funded a gift annuity.

After discussing the salability of 
the house, its value and the costs 
of sale the charity agreed to a 
value and began a gift annuity 
with Carl and Cathy. They trans-
ferred the house to the charity that 
marketed and sold the house.

Today, they are living comfort-
ably in their seaside home know-
ing that just as predictably as the 
waves roll in so, too, will checks 
arrive from their charitable gift 
annuity every three months. If 
you would like to learn more 
about a gift annuity and want 
to fund one with cash, stock, or 
another appreciated asset, such as 
your house, please call us. We will 
be happy to give you all the de-
tails.  (1-615-731-0049)   Or go to:
www.fwbgifts.org

FoundationFoundation
MomentMoment
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Missouri State Association of Free Will BaptistsMissouri State Association of Free Will Baptists
2009 Calendar of Activities2009 Calendar of Activities

January 19-20 Executive Committee Retreat
   Keeter Center, Hollister, MO
February 9-10 National State Leaders Meeting
   Jacksonville, FL
March 9-11  State Pastors Retreat
   Cross Pointe, Rocky Mount, MO
March 24  National Palmer Leadership Institute
   Nashville, TN
May 5   Palmer Leadership Institute
   Buffalo, MO
May 11-13  Senior Adult Retreat
   Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld, MO
May 31-June1 SCM Music & Arts Festival
   Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld, MO
June 2  MOWAC State Convention
   Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld, MO
June 1-3  MIssouri State Association Meeting
   Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld
June 7-12  Teen Camp--Group 1
   Camp Niangua
June 14-19  Teen Camp--Group 2
   Camp Niangua
July 17-23  National Association of Free Will Baptists
   Cincinnati, OH
July 26-31  Pre-Teen Camp--Group 2
   Camp Niangua
August 2-7  Pre-Teen Camp--Group 1
   Camp Niangua
September 4-5 Men’s Retreat*
   Camp Niangua
September 25-26 MOWAC State Retreat
   Clarion Hotel, Springfi eld, MO
November 20-21 State Youth Retreat
   Windermere, Roach, MO

*Tentative Date
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NASHVILLE, TN—One hundred 
twenty-seven leaders from 21 
states gathered at the Millennium 
Maxwell House Hotel, Decem-
ber 8-9, to answer the question, 
“How can we communicate more 
effectively?” Conference seminars 
and sessions addressed a number 
of related topics from “Dealing 
With the Media” and “The Online 
Church” to “Using Humor Ef-
fectively.”
 
Keynote speakers Joe Grizzle 
(OK) and Dr. Charles Shepson 
(FL) brought unique perspectives 
to the meeting. A veteran pastor, 
Grizzle encouraged leaders to 
remain relevant in today’s tech-
nologically-charged culture by 
learning to communicate across 
generational and sociological 
lines.
 
With his unique, storytelling 
style, Dr. Shepson motivated and 
challenged his listeners to accept 
God’s command “so send I you” 
from the Book of John. During a 
Tuesday morning seminar, Shep-
son shared tips for great storytell-
ing, which fascinated listeners. 
After the seminar, Illinois pastor 
Travis Penn remarked, “Dr. Shep-
son challenged and inspired me to 
incorporate more stories into my 
sermons and writing. It is a great 
way to capture your audience.”
 
Evening services were accentu-
ated by special music provided by 
the Free Will Baptist Bible College 
Choir and New Mercy Trio.
 
Tuesday workshops featured a 
variety of presenters including: 
Maurilio Amorim (TN), Russ Flor-
ence (OK), Joe Grizzle (OK), Mark 
McPeak (TN), Charles Shepson 
(FL), Scott Schwertly (TN), and 
Tina Tolbert (TN). A highlight of 
the Tuesday morning schedule 

came when Mark McPeak addressed 
conference attendees on the subject, 
“IM 2.0: The Future of Interna-
tional Missions.” During the service, 
McPeak unveiled future plans for 
the Mission, including recently 

approved changes to the funding 
structure, upcoming 
improvements to the IM website, 
and a new theme, EveryOne.
 The seminars and workshops 
inspired a positive reaction. “I have 
heard nothing but good comments,” 
said conference planner Ryan Lewis. 
“The speakers were great, and the 
information they provided was rel-
evant and inspiring. I think we will 
all be more effi cient communicators 
because we were here.”
 

In spite of a blustery Tuesday after-
noon, many conference goers took 
advantage of the relaxed schedule 
to take in the sights, sounds, and 
shopping around Nashville. One 
attendee remarked, “This meeting 
provides an invaluable opportunity 
to fellowship with friends and col-
leagues I see once or twice a year. 
The schedule is relaxed, giving 
us time to catch up with lives and 
ministries.”
 
Denominational offi cers and board 
members handled a lengthy slate 
of business in conjunction with the 
meeting. The Nominating Com-
mittee of the National Association 
of Free Will Baptists met to recom-
mend individuals for board and 
commission vacancies to be fi lled at 
the 2009 convention in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Mike Wade (OK) chairs the 
seven-person committee.
 
Other national boards and commit-
tees met, including the Executive 
Committee, Home Missions Board, 
International Missions Board, Board 
of the Free Will Baptist Foundation, 
Randall House Publications Board, 
and the boards of Master’s Men 
and Women Nationally Active for 
Christ.
 
Keith Burden, executive secretary of 
the National Association, summed 
up the meeting, “This year’s Leader-
ship Conference has stretched us, 
taken us out of our comfort zone. At 
the same time, this was one of the 
most practical conferences we have 
enjoyed in a long time.”  
 
The 2009 Leadership Conference 
will meet December 7-8, at the 
Nashville Airport Marriott Hotel, 
Nashville, TN.     
 

2008 Leadership Conference2008 Leadership Conference 

Joe Grizzle

Dr. Charles Shepson
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NASHVILLE, TN—Mrs. Martha 
Fletcher, a 1978 Free Will Baptist 
Bible College graduate, has been 
named executive assistant to the 
president and begins her new du-
ties January 2, 2009.  She succeeds 
Melissa Lewis who resigned in the 
spring of 2008 after serving eight 
years at the college.

President Pinson said, “Mrs. 
Fletcher will begin initially in a 
dual role, as executive assistant 
to the president and as relocation 
assistant.  In addition to working 
closely with the President’s Offi ce, 
she will assist with various aspects 
of relocation, including giving 
assistance to Bob Bass (relocation 
project consultant) and to FWBBC 
fundraisers Melvin Worthington 
and Bill Evans as they interact with 
donors regarding funds for the 
Gallatin land and ongoing reloca-
tion effort.”

For the past nine years, Mrs. 
Fletcher has worked as front desk 
coordinator at Nashville Vision As-
sociates, serving as liaison between 

patients, doctors, insurance groups, 
and more.  This will be her second 
employment at FWBBC, having 
served as women’s dormitory su-
pervisor 1975-1978.

Martha was converted at age nine 
at youth camp.  A member of Cross 
Timbers Free Will Baptist Church 
in Nashville 34 years, she served 
seven years as church secretary.  
She logged more than 30 years as 
Junior Sunday School Class teach-
er.  She also served as Vacation 
Bible School director and chaired 
the church’s Christian Education 
Board.   Her brother, John Carter, 
chairs the General Education De-
partment at FWBBC.

Mrs. Fletcher said, “I love Free Will 
Baptist Bible College, have long-
term connections with the school, 
and feel that I’ve come full circle.  
Since my best skills are in the area 
of organization, that’s where I hope 
to make a difference.  I see my fi rst 
duty as keeping the President’s Of-
fi ce organized so he can be success-
ful and accomplish his goals for the 

Martha Fletcher Named Executive Assistant Martha Fletcher Named Executive Assistant 
to FWBBC Presidentto FWBBC President

college.  I look forward to helping 
the school transition to a new 
campus through fundraising ef-
forts, special events, and whatever 
else needs to be done to make the 
dream of a new campus a reality.”

The mother of three grown chil-
dren (Bethany, Mary Beth, and 
Nathan), Martha enjoys mowing 
her four-acre yard, sewing, and 
cooking.  She likes lighthouses 
and collects tea cups

Join in the 
Celebration

as we begin to 
honor

50 Years of 
Hillsdale 
Tradition
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November 2008............ $58,572.92

19.00% St HM ..............$11,128.90
17.00% Exec. Offi ce.... . $10,157.39
  3.00% Gen. Fund......... $1,877.18
  8.50% Youth Camp ....... $4,978.69
  2.50% Youth Min........... $1,464.32
  2.50% CE  .................... $1,464.32
  2.50% Senior Adult ....... $1,464.32
  9.00% Mo Retirement. .. $5,271.56
  3.00% ShowMe Plan .... $1,877.18

33.00%   ....................... $17,162.28
     National Ministries
Hillsdale .......................... $2,166.78
Total ............................. $58,572.92

Financial Report
Coop Disbursements

Coop Plan

Show-Me Plan

State Home Missions

International Missions

National Home Missions

Aulsbury Chapel ................ $200.81
Bailey ................................. $186.00
Bailey Chapel ...................... $94.00
Beacon ........................... $1,512.08
Belton ................................ $359.27
Bethel- El Dorado Springs . $202.43
Bethel- Marshfi eld........... $1,532.23
Black Oak .......................... $519.87
Byrd ................................... $286.65
Cabool 1st ......................... $275.20
Calvary Chapel .................. $807.44
Carthage ............................ $298.25
Central ............................ $1,146.25
Christ Chapel ..................... $480.00
Copper Mines .................... $442.20
Cornerstone ....................... $534.17
Crossroads- Wentzville ...... $980.00
De Soto 1st ..................... $1,700.00
Faith & Hope- Aurora ...... $1,596.00
Faith- Fair Grove ............... $192.78
Farmington 1st................ $2,966.35
Fellowship....................... $1,625.00
Fordland ............................ $501.00
Fourth ................................ $141.95
Fredericktown 1st .............. $350.00
Freeman Chapel ................ $461.00
Generations ....................... $747.13
Gospel Light ...................... $200.00
Grace .............................. $3,147.22
Grant Avenue ..................... $929.34
Greenfi eld .......................... $368.00
Hannibal ............................ $500.00
Hannon .............................. $743.00
Harmony ............................ $365.62
Hopewell ............................ $640.00
Houston 1st ....................... $569.74
Hurryville ............................ $614.57
Jackson ............................. $195.30
Kings Way ......................... $464.20
Koshkonong....................... $148.00
Lead Hill............................. $231.44
Leadington ......................... $535.00
Lebanon 1st .................... $1,523.22
Lebanon Greenhills ........... $397.44
Macedonia- Niangua ......... $129.30
Marshfi eld  ......................... $265.08

Merls Chapel ..................... $172.69
Mill Creek ........................... $544.92
Mine La Motte ...................... $78.22
Monett 1st .......................... $585.20
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $470.00
Mtn. Grove 1st ................ $1,814.23
Neosho 1st ........................ $608.95
Nevada .............................. $237.40
New Hope .......................... $298.00
New Life- Licking ............... $571.34
Oak Grove- Mtn Grove ...... $311.80
Oak Hill .............................. $739.00
O’Fallon 1st .................... $2,051.31
Olivet ................................. $407.00
Overland ............................ $240.00
Ozark 1st ........................ $1,900.26
Palabras De Vida Eterna ..... $66.50
Park Hills 1st...................... $717.57
Parkview ............................ $354.00
Pleasant Hill- Thayer ......... $139.12
Pleasant Ridge- Alton .......... $47.00
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .... $112.00
Potosi 1st ........................... $192.15
Purdy 1st ........................... $950.00
Rejoice............................... $644.78
Republic............................. $495.25
Rock Chapel ...................... $344.87
Rolla 1st............................. $307.00
Salem .................................. $30.00
Seymour ............................ $690.00
Smyrna ................................ $70.00
South Fremont ................ $1,120.00
Southside............................. $25.00
Springfi eld 1st ................. $1,298.19
St. Francois Assoc ............... $93.00
Stonebridge ....................... $300.00
Thayer ............................ $1,307.00
Trinity ................................. $472.68
Union Grove ...................... $744.00
United ............................. $1,915.71
Unity .................................. $550.00
Viburnum ........................... $411.00
Victory-Alton ...................... $584.63
Waynesville 1st .................. $463.68
Willow Springs ................... $344.29
Willow Springs 1st ............... $52.50
Wolf Creek ......................... $596.15
Total ............................. $58,572.92

Barker, James...................... $15.00
Beacon .............................. $322.46
Belton ................................ $172.00
Bethel- Festus ..................... $45.00
Black Oak .......................... $180.00
Brown, Angela ..................... $15.00
Burns, Jack .......................... $70.00
Cabool 1st ......................... $105.00
Calvary Chapel .................. $105.00
Central ................................. $50.00
Chrisman, Mona .................. $30.00
Coon Creek ....................... $109.02
Copper Mines .................... $165.00
Cornerstone ....................... $461.00
Crossroads- Wentzville ........ $50.00
De Soto 1st ........................ $777.50
Eastern Gate ....................... $30.00

Farmington 1st................... $465.00
Fellowship.......................... $699.53
Fordland ............................ $250.00
Fourth ................................ $105.00
Fredericktown 1st .............. $180.00
Freeman Chapel ................ $720.00
Generations  (Joplin 1st) ... $327.65
Gospel Light ................... $1,000.00
Grace ................................. $348.00
Grace ................................. $332.00
Grant Avenue ..................... $262.50
Grantham, Judy ................... $30.00
Greenfi eld .......................... $120.00
Gregg, James ...................... $30.00
Hannibal .............................. $60.00
Hannon .............................. $371.50
Hopewell .............................. $30.00
Houston 1st ....................... $153.08
Houston 1st ....................... $162.00
Hurryville ............................ $515.00
Indian Creek Assoc......... $7,685.42
Jackson ............................... $37.50
Leadington ......................... $230.00
Lebanon 1st ......................... $45.00
Lebanon Greenhills ............. $25.00
Macedonia- Purdy .......... $1,000.00
Maggart, Roxanne ............. $100.00
Merls Chapel ....................... $30.00
Mill Creek ........................... $140.00
Mill Creek CWF ................... $15.00
Mine La Motte ...................... $75.00
MO Cooperative Plan ........ 1757.18
MO WAC ........................ $1,179.50
Monett 1st ............................ $20.00
Mountain Grove 1st ........ $1,195.00
Mt. Pisgah.......................... $165.00
Mt. zion- Thayer ................... $30.00
Neosho 1st ........................ $330.00
New Beginning- Odessa .... $143.90
New Home- Hartville.......... $210.00
New Hope .......................... $150.00
New Life- Licking ............... $112.00
Oak Grove- Mtn Grove ...... $223.00
O’Fallon 1st ....................... $175.25
Olivet ................................... $45.00
Ozark 1st ............................. $34.00
Palabras De Vida Eterna ..... $15.00
Parkview ............................ $240.00
Parkway ............................... $30.00
Pinkerton, Jerry ................... $45.00
Pleasant Hill- Thayer ........... $45.00
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana ...... $50.00
Porter Chapel .................... $346.24
Purdy 1st ........................ $2,160.00
Richwoods 1st ..................... $45.00
Rock Chapel ...................... $270.00
Rolla 1st............................... $30.00
South Fremont ..................... $50.00
Springfi eld 1st .................... $220.00
Thayer ............................... $310.00
Trinity ................................. $435.00
United ................................ $491.92
Unity .................................... $75.00
Viburnum ............................. $85.00
Walnut Grove ....................... $15.00
Waynesville 1st .................. $448.00
West Plains 1st .................... $20.00
Willow Springs ................... $114.00
Willow Springs 1st ............... $45.00
Total ............................. $29,601.15

Bookstore .......................... $540.00
Crossroads- Wentzville ........ $50.00

Fordland .............................. $10.00
Gospel Light ........................ $80.00
Grace ................................... $50.00
Grant Avenue ..................... $221.47
Greater Spgf Assoc. ....... $1,346.67
Indian Creek ................... $7,685.41
Lebanon Greenhills ............. $79.49
Macedonia- Purdy ............. $100.00
Mitchener, Gary ................... $50.00
MO WAC ............................. $40.00
Mtn. Grove 1st ..................... $20.00
Neosho 1st .......................... $85.00
O’Fallon 1st ....................... $175.25
Ozark 1st ............................. $10.00
Palabras De Vida Eterna ... $300.00
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana ...... $20.00
Republic............................... $25.00
Thayer ................................. $75.00
United .................................. $25.00
Unity .................................... $70.00
Waynesville 1st .................... $50.00
Total ............................. $11,108.29

Beacon ................................ $15.00
Bethel- Festus ..................... $50.00
Carthage ............................ $170.00
Central ................................. $50.00
Copper Mines ...................... $50.00
De Soto 1st ........................ $245.00
Farmington 1st................... $910.65
Fellowship.......................... $348.40
Fordland .............................. $65.00
Fourth .................................. $50.00
Fredericktown 1st ................ $30.00
Gospel Light ........................ $80.00
Grace ................................. $253.00
Grant Avenue ....................... $71.47
Greater Spgf Assoc. ....... $1,346.67
Houston 1st ....................... $105.00
Hurryville ............................ $100.00
Jackson ............................... $32.50
Merls Chapel ....................... $25.00
Monett 1st .......................... $175.00
Mt. Pisgah............................ $30.00
Mtn. Grove 1st ..................... $80.00
Neosho 1st .......................... $50.00
New Testament .................... $20.00
O’Fallon 1st ....................... $175.25
Olivet ................................... $50.00
Ozark 1st ........................... $203.00
Richwoods 1st ..................... $63.00
Rock Chapel ........................ $71.75
Rolla 1st............................. $147.50
South Fremont ..................... $75.00
Thayer ............................... $190.00
Trinity ................................... $40.00
United .................................... $5.00
Unity .................................. $100.00
Waynesville 1st .................. $257.25
West Plains 1st .................. $516.00
Total ............................... $6,246.44

Copper Mines .................... $100.00
Cuba .................................. $350.00
De Soto 1st .......................... $80.00
Fellowship............................ $30.00
Generations ......................... $65.35
Grace ................................. $307.00
Grant Avenue ....................... $48.00
Greater Spgf  Assoc. ...... $1,346.66
Hannon .............................. $190.00
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Designated Giving

Total September 
Giving

$115,504.72

Cooperative Fund
to Date

$720,173.85

Show-Me Fund
to Date

$321,471.39

Houston 1st ......................... $35.00
Indian Creek ................... $7,685.41
Monett 1st ....................... $1,250.00
Mtn. Grove 1st ..................... $10.00
O’Fallon 1st ....................... $625.00
Olivet ................................... $25.00
Ozark 1st ............................. $50.00
Purdy 1st ........................... $725.00
Rejoice............................... $175.00
Rolla 1st............................. $117.50
South Fremont ..................... $55.00
Springfi eld 1st .................... $170.00
Thayer ................................... $5.00
Waynesville 1st .................... $50.00
Total ............................. $13,494.92

Berea Ministries 
 
Jackson   ............................... 15.00
Total ....................................... 15.00

Victor Torrrez 
 
United ................................ $200.00
Total ................................... $200.00

Trula Cronk Home 
 
De Soto 1st ............................ 55.00

Grace ..................................... 24.00
Mountain Grove 1st ............... 20.00
Belton .................................... 20.00
Unity ...................................... 50.00
Grace ..................................... 30.00
New Hope .............................. 50.00
Rolla 1st............................ 1,139.57
Total ................................ $1,388.57
 
C. E. Board 
 
Book Store ......................... $140.00
Total ................................... $140.00
 
FWBBC
 
Mountain Grove 1st ............. 165.00
Thayer ................................... 75.00
Fellowship.............................. 10.00
Olivet ..................................... 25.00
De Soto 1st ............................ 40.00
Beacon .................................. 75.23
Total ................................... $390.23
 
Hillsdale 
 
Farmington 1st....................... 25.00
Farmington 1st..................... 100.00
Beacon .................................. 75.23
Fordland ................................ 10.00
Grant Avenue ......................... 25.00

Mountain Grove 1st ............. 170.00
Thayer ................................... 75.00
Carthage ................................ 50.00
Generations ........................... 78.65
Total ................................... $608.88

Missouri Retirement 
 
Book Store ......................... $200.00
Total ................................... $200.00
 
Senior Adult Board 
 
Book Store ......................... $140.00
Total ................................... $140.00
 
Youth Camp 
 
De Soto 1st ............................ 55.00
Rolla 1st................................. 20.00
Willow Springs ....................... 50.00
Cornerstone ......................... 100.00
Book Store ........................... 540.00
Mountain Grove 1st ............... 50.00
Ozark 1st ............................... 10.00
Rock Chapel .......................... 31.00
Thayer ................................... 75.00
West Plains 1st ...................... 25.00
Trinity ....................................... 9.00
United .................................... 25.00
Mt. Pisgah.............................. 15.00
Total ................................ $1,005.00
 

Youth Camp Development 

United .................................... 75.00
Hannon ................................ 100.00
Total ................................... $175.00
 
Youth Ministries Board 
 
Book Store ......................... $140.00
Total ................................... $140.00

Unity Church
Lebanon, MO

Contact:
Ron Cook

417-588-8831
Tom Holloway

417-532-8045

First Church
Houston, Mo

Contact:
Danny Carter
417-967-4279

Available Available 
ChurchesChurches

Overland Church
Overland, MO

Contact:
William Coffman

314-429-4374

First Church
Cape Girardeau, MO

Contact:
Don Gregory
573-339-0797

or
Dave Lane

573-334-1106

Liberty Church
Gatewood. MO

Contact:
Glen Gazaway

Rt 9 Box 516
Gatewood, MO 63942

573-255-3172

They depend on your gifts for 
the Gospel

Please renew your support 
for the ShowMe Plan 

for 2009
Give through your church 

today!
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