A Christmas Celebration &
Thank You from St. Trinity
“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”
1 Corinthians 9:15
Paul summarizes his writing on the topic of generosity with this beautiful
verse. Talking about Jesus he says, “Thanks be to God for his indescribable
gift!”1 Corinthians 9:15. It is the gift of Jesus that is at the heart of our work at St.
Trinity. Our mission is simply to share Jesus and the Light, Life and Hope that
he alone brings.
Thank you for your participation, encouragement, prayers and support in
sharing the “Indescribable gift” of Jesus through the ministry of St. Trinity. We
wanted to share a few of the good news stories of this past year that you are
making possible so that you might rejoice and give thanks with us.

Showing, Sharing And Teaching Jesus
You have joined us in praying for God to help us
connect in a spiritual way with more people
from our neighborhood and especially families
with children. That is happening in joyful and
amazing ways. A few weeks ago, someone
joined us for worship that hadn’t been present
for a while, their comment was, “Where are all
these people from?” It’s exciting to see 75 or
more people in worship every Sunday but what
is more exciting it see who is there.
Those
gathered represent a great diversity of ages,
races, day-to-day situations, economic
background, neighborhoods and more. Even
more exciting is the joy, the friendships, the
caring that is happening in deeply relational
ways.
But its not just on Sundays, weekly Bible classes
and Sunday School for all ages have led to
baptisms and deeper commitments to Jesus.
Learning for Life helps equip people for the dayto-day challenges of life. Together we are
learning both to love God and love our
neighbors.

A visiting team of young people sorts clothes for
homeless ministry.

A lot of joy in the Easter Sunday worship crowd.
We see many of these people every week at St. Trinity.

Servant Mission Teams
You are helping make St. Trinity a Mission Training Center for
others. Throughout the year, individuals and groups of people
from local St. Louis churches and from churches around the
country come and spend time serving, studying, learning and
loving at St. Trinity. Those who serve work hard, they are often
pushed out of their comfort zone, they leave seeing the world
in a different way. They bless St. Trinity, our neighborhood and
others around the city and when they leave they go home
better equipped and inspired to serve in the same ways in their
congregations and communities.
Extreme Faith and EPIC ministries are just two of the partner
organizations that help make mission teams possible. This year
they have hosted soccer camps for neighborhood kids, helped
make significant improvements on our facility, worked to help
neighbors with projects in their homes, assisted local
community groups and schools with projects to help them do
their work more effectively. The presence and service of people
on mission here helps change lives.

Food and Health Ministries
Your efforts and donations continue to help St. Trinity serve hundreds of people
every month through our Food Pantry ministry. Neighbors receive groceries to
supplement their weekly needs and they get to connect with our Parish Nurse,
Jane Hahn. This year our Food ministry has expanded to add classes on
nutrition, healthy cooking and exercise. Many who take advantage of the Food
Pantry also benefit from free Mammography screenings, flu shots, monthly
community breakfasts and participation in our discount Christmas gift store.

Neighborhood Partnerships

VBS Kids having good time!

Food Pantry Volunteers at Work

You are helping us partner with other neighborhood organizations to bring the
Light, Life and Hope of Jesus to the people who live near us. If there is an
activity in the Patch or Carondelet neighborhood of St. Louis, you will probably
see the St. Trinity banner. Your gifts mean we have significant presence at the
National Night Out picnic, Trunk or Treat, Community Easter Egg Hunt,
Neighborhood meetings and more. Our sanctuary is now frequently being
used to host informational gatherings on a variety of important and relevant
topics. Each one of these events and gatherings is just one more opportunity to
show the love of Christ to our neighbors and community.

Attractive and Inviting Facilities
Your gifts of time and money has made a tremendous difference in both the condition and the
appearance of our facilities. Your gifts help us both keep the buildings safe, but also they help
us honor and value people. When our facilities are clean, attractive inviting and secure it says
that the people who use them are important and significant no matter their life situation. We
all want a nice place to gather grow and serve.
Two major projects this year were the plastered wall repair and painting of the sanctuary,
done almost exclusively by volunteers and the near completion of the Parish House
renovation. The Parish house will quickly become an attractive gathering space for both St.
Trinity activities as well as those from the community and is already serving as intern housing
for the Lutheran Young Adult Corps.

Looking Ahead

Restoring Sanctuary

So that is a little look in the mirror, but what’s down the road? In many ways, 2018 will continue to build and grow on
what we have learned and experienced this year. Your prayers, encouragement and financial support will allow us to
push forward with these plans and more in 2018:
1. Continue to grow in reaching people with the life changing news of Jesus by
 meeting more people in our neighborhood, community and city.
 developing more and deeper relationships with people and other organizations.
 inviting and welcoming people (including families) to quality worship, classes, activities.
 encouraging people to become and grow as disciples of Jesus.
2. Continue to learn how we might best meet the human physical needs of our neighbors by
 equipping and empowering people for life change, especially by pointing people to Jesus.
 serving in even more effective ways to help people live fuller and more joy-filled lives.
 look for opportunities to develop relationships, even as we meet physical needs.
3. Continue to improve our facilities while strengthening ministry areas as funding is available.







Provide additional worship experiences.
Look for opportunities to expand our neighborhood impact through housing and service initiatives.
Continue interior painting and renovation of Sanctuary. and completion of the parish house community center.
Restore heat to the gymnasium.
Complete lower parking lot repair and add outdoor electric sign.
Make cosmetic improvements in school building.

St. Paul couldn’t help but rejoice and gift thanks to God for the indescribable gift of salvation in Jesus. It’s that same gift
that keeps us working here, in urban St. Louis at St. Trinity, to bring the Light, Life and Hope of Jesus to many. You can
always learn more at our website www.SaintTrinity.org or at www.Facebook.com/SaintTrinity.
You can be a part of what God is doing here at St. Trinity. We treasure your prayers. We anticipate you visits. And we use
your gifts wisely for God’s kingdom. Your tax-deductable gifts can be made online at http://sainttrinity.org/connect-serve/
donate-online or by mail to St. Trinity Lutheran Church, 517 Koeln Ave., St. Louis MO 63111. THANK YOU!

