
Theology of Place #2: Love Where You Are Planted (Jeremiah 29) 

Review of Theology of Place #1 

“Theology of Place” defined: A theology of place describes how God calls his people to be 
a faithful presence in the particular places he puts them. What we are acknowledging is 
that wherever we are located, God has called us and placed us there. 

• a logistical question is also a theological question: what is our building for? 

Embedded vs. Insular Churches 

• What is an embedded church? 

• What is an insular church? 

• What does the architecture and location of embedded and insular churches communicate 
to the local community? 

Seek the Welfare of the City (Jeremiah 29:4-7) 

• Exiled but sent (Jeremiah 29:4)? 

• What do you think God would tell his people to do if they were exiled by their worst enemies 
but, through that exile, sent to those very enemies (see Jeremiah 29:5-6)? What is shocking 
about this? 

• Rather than withdrawing from the city around us because of its “pagan” ways, God sends us 
into the city with a purpose: “seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you” (Jeremiah 
29:7). What does it mean that we are to actively seek the welfare of the city? What is the 
welfare of the city? 
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Love Where You Are Planted: Application for Midtown 

“The gospel…constrains and empowers us to put the needs and interests of our neighbors above 
our own (Phil. 2:1–4). May we sacrificially devote our possessions and property, even our buildings, 
toward the benefit of our neighborhoods” (Duke Kwon). 

Proximity Questions: those in our proximity are the community we are sent to in the city. 

• Proximity: What people, communities and cultures are within walking, biking, bussing, and 
driving distance of our church doors? 

• Proximity: Who passes by our building on a regular basis through walking, biking, bussing, 
and driving? 

• Proximity: What neighbors are we working side-by-side with in our city, neighborhood, and 
local community? Working side-by-side with for the purpose of doing specific good to our 
city, or addressing defined problems and struggles in our local communities? Where might 
we join neighbors in working together for the good of the city? 

• Proximity: What are the (common) concerns of our neighbors? What concerns do we have in 
common with them? What do your neighbors need? What needs already exist in our 
neighborhoods, communities, city? 

• Proximity: What decisions have we (church as institutional organization, and church as 
organism) made that may have (intentionally or unintentionally) put distance between us 
and our community / neighborhood? 

Presence Questions: we are to be a faithful presence in our city. 

• Presence: If our church was removed from this community tomorrow, would it be a source 
of grief, joy, or indifference for our neighbors? 

• Presence: To whom are we sent? Where are we to be faithfully present (since being local 
demands clear borders and limits)? To whom are we not sent? 
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Purpose & Practice Questions: we are to actively, intentionally seek the welfare of our city. 

• Purpose: What hopes do we have for how our church building and yard (and our homes and 
streets and work and neighborhoods) will be used: as places to encourage healthy 
connections? as places that become the setting for the stories we create, remember and 
share? as places that become part of our testimony and our witness to what God has done 
and is doing? as places that become significant part of people's stories because we have 
become connected to God and one another? 

• Purpose: What is our city and civic ecosystem, and how are we a participant in it? How 
might God be calling us to further participation in it for his purposes? 

• Practice: What can I do to help form or build up this community? (but take care not to read 
autonomous-individualistic assumptions and approach to life into the question and your 
answer)(Jacobsen, The Space Between, 132). 

• Practice: What is God doing in the neighborhood? (Jacobsen, The Space Between, 194). That 
is, where is God already at work [kingdom] that we [church] might join him and participate/
cooperate [obedience] with him and his kingdom purposes in the world to reconcile all 
things to himself and declare his reign over all things? 

• Practice: How might we address the needs of our community holistically: its spiritual, 
emotional, educational, and physical needs? What commitments are we willing to make for 
long-term investment in the local community for the sake of that community? (Amy 
Sherman, Kingdom Calling, 204-205). 

• Practice: What other churches or local organizations can we partner with to minister 
holistically in this place? 
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