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GALATIANS (7) 

August 5, 2020 

 

C.  Bondage and Freedom (vv. 23-29) 

 

Why was the law given?  1)  To law defines sin.  2)  The law makes us all one/equal 

under sin. 

 

Third, we see the law as custodian. 

 

a.  PEDAGOGOS 

 

 23 But before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith which 

would afterward be revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that 

we might be justified by faith. 

 

The phrase “kept under guard” in verse 23 is the word same word used in v. 22, 

“confined”—we were locked up together (all of us) in sin.   

 

Paul now says something more positive about the function of the law.  He says that the 

law functioned as our disciplinarian until Jesus came. 

 

The NKJV uses the word “tutor” while the KJV uses the word “schoolmaster.”  A better 

or more accurate definition would be custodian or disciplinarian. 

 

Our English word “teacher” comes from the Greek word PEDAGOGOS which comes 

from two words:  PEDA means “feet” and AGOGUE which means “lead.”  So, it means 

“to lead the feet.” 

 

Originally PEDAGOGUE referred to the slave who took care of the master’s children 

and was usually a male. 

 

In short, the law was disciplinary, not educative.  Paul says that the law is a custodian—it 

has us locked up in itself and it is a disciplinarian to bring us to the true teacher who is 

Christ. 

 

b.  We Are Sons By Faith in Christ (vv. 25-26) 

 

Since Jesus came, we are no longer under the discipline of the law, but are sons of God 

by faith in Jesus Christ. 

 25 But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  26 For you are all sons of God 

through faith in Christ Jesus.  

A lot of Christians say, “Now we’re free from the law and we can do anything we want to 

do.”  But the essence of the law is still in place.  Thou shall not: steal, kill, slander, etc.   
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The essence is still there but they are not the way to God.  Those are things we do 

because we have found a way to God through Jesus Christ. 

 2.  Consequences of Sonship (vv. 27-29) 

27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither 

Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you 

are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 

heirs according to the promise. 

The first consequence is an internal spiritual one (v. 27). The Christian puts on Christ.  

To put on Christ means to share in the nature and essence of Christ. 

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation; old things are passed away, behold, all 

things are become new.”  (2 Cor. 5:17) 

The second consequence is an external, social (ethical) one (v. 28).  Old class pride and 

distinctions are put away. 

“There is neither Jew nor Greek” This represents racial barrier.  

“There is neither slave nor free” This represents status barrier. (See the Book of 

Philemon) 

“There is neither male nor female” This represents social barriers based on gender. 

In modern terms verse 28 would sound like this:  “In Christ there is no distinction 

between black and white; in Christ there is no distinction between rich and poor; in Christ 

there is no distinction between man and woman.” 

The third consequence is an eternal one (v. 29).  All of Christ’s people, black and white, 

rich and poor, male and female, are the very SEED to whom the original promise of 

salvation was given. 

“And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 

promise.” (v. 29) 

God carefully planned and provided for your salvation as far back as the Abrahamic 

covenant.   

Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

D.  From Slavery to Sonship—Isaac and Ishmael (Gal. 4:1-7) 

 1.  Heir (vv. 1-2) 
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Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave, though 

he is master of all, 2 but is under guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the 

father. 

In the Jewish world when a boy passed his 12thbirthday, traditionally on the first Sabbath 

after his 12th birthday his father would take him to the synagogue for Bar-mitzvah. 

BAR which means “son of”  MI which means “from” and TZVAH which means 

“commandment/law.”  It literally means “a son of the law.” 

At Bar-mitzvah the child became a man.  The child is no longer the spiritual 

responsibility of the father.  He is now under his own spiritual responsibility to God to 

keep the commandment or the law. 

The word Paul uses for “heir” in verse 1 is the word KLERONOMOS which comes from 

two words.  KLEROS which means “portion/piece” and NOMOS which means 

“law/legal.”  It means “a legal portion or an inheritance.” 

The word for “child” Paul uses in verse 4 is NEPIOS.  It means an “infant.” 

There are four different words used for “son” in the Bible and it is important to know 

which word is used where to understand what is being talked about. 

NEPIOS  0-2 year’s old—an infant 

TEKNIOS  3-7 year’s old 

PAIDIOS 8-12 year’s old 

HUIOS 13 year’s old 

 2.  Bar-mitzvah 

As part of the ceremony the father offered this prayer to God:  “Blessed be thou, O God, 

who has taken from me the responsibility for this boy.”   

The boy prayed this prayer:  “O my God and God of my father’s!  On this solemn and 

sacred day, which marks my passage from boyhood to manhood, I humbly raise my eyes 

unto thee, and declare with sincerity and truth, that henceforth I will keep thy 

commandments, and undertake and bear the responsibility of my actions toward thee.”   

a.  Greek 

A similar thing happened with a Greek boy at age 18.  He passed from an EPHEBOS (a 

boy) to a man at a festival called APATOURIA (without a father). 
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His long hair was cut and offered as a sacrifice to the god, thus he became an adult, a 

member of the clan (city state) or nation. 

b.  Romans 

The Romans did the same thing by ceremoniously changing robes at age 16.  The minor’s 

robe with the purple band at the bottom was exchanged for one with a plain bottom, an 

adult robe.   

Also the boy brought his ball and the girl brought her doll and offered them to the god to 

signify they had put away childish things, an act Paul alluded to in 1 Cor. 13:11:  “When 

I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I 

became a man, I put away childish things.” 

Paul says that the law fulfilled its appointed purpose of restraining and disciplining man 

until it pleased God to end the discipline of the law and make us sons and heirs. 

 3.  “Elements of the World” (v. 3) 

“Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world.” 

The Greek word for the phrase “elements of the world” means “things in a line.”  Think 

of a file of soldiers, figures in a column, or letters of the alphabet. 

In verse 3 Paul is talking about the way of believing or thinking which controlled men’s 

lives before Christ.  It is those things which held us in bondage. 

There were two main “elements of the world” when Paul wrote this. 

a.  Astrology 

Astrology is two words:  ASTRO which means “heavenly bodies” and LOGY which 

means “the study of.”   

The belief behind astrology:  Spirit powers inhabit the heavenly bodies and exert energy 

to control the character and manipulate the behaviors of people born under them. 

Astrology was at its height in Paul’s day in Greece.  The Greeks called it “fatalism” and 

used the word TUCHE.  We get our English word touché from it. 

It basically means so be it—you can’t stop it—you can’t do anything about it—it is 

predetermined—it’s in the stars. 

In Col. 2:15 Paul defines the “elements of the world” as “principalities and powers” in 

the NKJV while the KJV uses the word “rudiments.” 
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In Col. 2:20 Paul says they are the “basic principles of the world.” 

This goes along with what Paul wrote in Eph. 6:12:  “For we do not wrestle against flesh 

and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 

this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” 

b.  Legalism/Ritualism 

The non-Jews in Galatia would have battled against astrology.  Jews in Galatia battled 

with legalism/ritualism. 

What is the spirit of legalism?  “Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and 

empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the 

world, and not according to Christ.”  (Col. 2:8) 

What is the “tradition of men?  According to the legalistic Judaizers, God is reached only 

by the observance of certain feast days and the eating of certain foods. 

In Gal. 4:3 Paul lumps both the legalism/ritualism of the Jews and the fatalism of the 

Greeks together, calling them “bondage under the elements of the world.” 

Paul tells the Galatian believers, “These were your guardians until Christ came.  They 

controlled and dominated your life.” 

Paul tells this that his has got to be overcome and the only way to do that is through 

adoption. 


