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6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of 

Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you 

and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, 

preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 

As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you 

than what you have received, let him be accursed. 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? 

Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of 

Christ (Galatians 1:6-10).  

 

 C.  What Is Backsliding? (v. 6) 

 

1.  The Threat of Apostasy in Galatia  

 

“I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of 

Christ, to a different gospel.”   

 

Here is the reason Paul wrote the Book of Galatians.  They were backsliding toward the 

threat of apostasy.  Apostasy is turning away from Christ. 

 

a.  So Soon 

 

In the Greek the phrase “so soon” means “in order or progressively.”  The believers in 

Galatia were doing an about face. 

 

They were showing themselves to be easy followers, running after every new evangelist 

with a new twist on the gospel, the kind of people Paul speaks of in Ephesians 4:14 (LB): 

 

“Don’t be like children, forever changing your mind about what you believe because 

someone has told you something different, or has clearly lied to you and made the lie 

sound like the truth.” 

 

b.  Deserting 

 

The Revised Standard Version translates “turning away” as “deserting.”  The Greek word 

means “to put oneself beyond or away from Christ.” 

 

The Galatians had been genuinely saved but they were in the process of changing their 

minds about Jesus Christ as the only way of salvation. 

 

c.  Him Who Called You 

 



 2 

The word “called” in this verse is more than a polite invitation.  It is more powerful than 

“will you come and accept Jesus.”  It is the word that Paul used of himself on the 

Damascus Road. 

 

The word “called” in the Greek means “to be brought out of darkness into light.” 

 

2.  The Possibility of Backsliding 

 

Can a born again, spirit-filled believer backslide?  This passage in Galatians teaches the 

possibility of it. 

 

We know from reading the Book of Galatians that the Galatians were genuinely saved: 

 

Gal. 3:2 (LB):  “Let me ask you this one question.  Did you receive the Holy Spirit by 

trying to keep the Jewish laws?  Of course not, for the Holy Spirit came upon you on y 

after you heard about Christ and trusted Him to save you.” 

 

Gal. 3:3:  “Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made 

perfect by the flesh?” 

 

Gal. 3:26:  “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” 

 

Gal. 3:27:  “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 

Gal. 4:6-7:  “And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your 

hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!”  Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a 

son, then an heir of God through Christ.” 

They had been genuinely saved and Paul underscores the seriousness of their threat of 

backsliding.  See Galatians 1:6-7; 5:4; 5:7. 

 

Galatians 5:4:  “You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified 

by law; you have fallen from grace.” 

 

Paul is telling them, “If you go back to being justified by the law instead of being 

justified by Christ you have fallen from grace.” 

 

3.  The Nature of Backsliding 

 

Backsliding is a two-fold turning.   

 

a.  Two Parts of Backsliding 

 

1)  A Turning From 

2)  A Turning To 
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Definition of Backsliding: “To withdraw my trust from Jesus Christ who called me in 

grace and to convey that trust to anything or anybody other than Christ!” 

 

b.  A Conscious Act 

 

Backsliding usually starts small, imperceptibly, and grows into a conscious rebellion 

against God.  We see an example of this in Luke 15 in the parable of the prodigal son.  It 

teaches a gradual retrogression of backsliding in four steps: 

12 And the younger of them said to his father, “Father, give me the portion of goods that 

falls to me.” So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the 

younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his 

possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe 

famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a 

citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 

Step #1:  Self-Sufficiency (v. 12) 

Step #2:  Self-Separation (v. 13a) 

Step #3:  Self-Satisfaction (v. 13b) 

Step #4:  Self-Subjection (v. 15) 

c.  When Is a Person Actually “Lost?” 

APOSTASY:  APO means “from or away from.”  STATIS means “to take a stand.”  

Apostasy means to “take a stand away from Christ.” 

The Galatians were in the process of heading in that direction.  They hadn’t completely 

gotten there but they were well on their way. 

At what point along the road of backsliding does apostasy occur?   

Matthew 7:1-2: “Judge not, that you be not judged.  For with what judgment you judge, 

you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.” 

 

 

 

 


