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What SOGI gets right 

1. People should not be bullied or harassed 
because they are different or because they 
are working through things. 

 

2. We are broken people who often do feel at 
odds with ourselves.   

 

3. Many of our ideas of what a “man” is and 
what a “woman” is are by-products of our 
culture.   



 



In the early 1700s the French missionary 
Joseph Francois Lafitau spent 6 years among 

the Iroquois in Canada and wrote the following 
observation: 

There were women with 
manly courage who prided 

themselves upon the 
profession of a warrior, 

which seems to become men 
alone, there were also men 
cowardly enough to live as 

women. 
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• Wild at Heart premise: Every man’s desire is 
to have a "battle to fight”, an "adventure to 
live“, and a "beauty to rescue.” 

 

• Captivating premise: Every woman longs to 
be “swept up in a romance”, “play an 
irreplaceable role in a great adventure”, and 
“be the beauty of the story.” 

 

• All of this is written in Biblical language, with the 
“support” of Biblical texts and personal stories.  



What SOGI gets wrong 

1. SOGI is based on the assumption that a 
person can be born in the wrong body.  

 
• The idea that our “personhood” (inner self) is something 

different from our bodies (outer self).  



What SOGI gets wrong 

• According to the BBC film Transgender Kids, 
at the heart of the debate about transgender 
children is the idea that your brain can be at 
war with your body. 

• And when a person senses a dissonance 
between their body and mind, the mind is 
what should win and the body is dismissed as 
irrelevant.  



What SOGI gets wrong 

• The facts of physiology, anatomy, 
chromosomes, and DNA are less real or 
knowable than someone’s subjective feelings 
about gender. 

 

“People are absorbing the idea that the 
physical body is not part of the authentic self. 

This is ancient Gnosticism in a new garb.”  
     – Nancy Pearcey.  

 

 



What SOGI gets wrong 

• Feminist philosopher Susan Bordo says that 
such extreme hostility to biology should be 
labeled “antibiologism” for it imagines the 
body as malleable plastic, to be shaped to 
the meanings we choose.  

 



What SOGI gets wrong 

2. SOGI actually reinforces rigid gender 
stereotypes. 

• As soon as you disconnect gender from biology 
you have to come up with an arbitrary standard 
of gender in order to identify with it. 

• Therefore, ideology rules, and whichever 
cultural, political or religious ideology controls 
the message and the media, become the groups 
who decide what male and female is.  

 

 



William Bruce Jenner /  
Caitlyn Marie Jenner 

 

http://www.mix1023.com.au/entertainment/entertainment-news/bruce-jenner-says-call-me-caitlyn


What SOGI gets wrong 

• Society is in danger of sexualizing what are 
really just character traits – putting people 
into a sexual box based on non-sexual traits 
and behaviors.  

• Children can be once again pressed into 
narrow gender definitions.  



What SOGI gets wrong 

• Studies find that the strongest correlate of 
both same-sex orientation and 
transgenderism – far stronger than any 
genetic link – is childhood gender 
nonconformity, kids who behave in ways that 
are stereotypical of the other sex.  



What SOGI gets wrong 

• In the body of Christ, however, we should 
celebrate a wide diversity of God given 
personality types, even if they do not fit the 
current stereotypes. 

 



 

Creation Incarnation 

Resurrection Restoration 

Theology 

https://hivemodern.com/pages/product7961/wood-table-edward-barber-jay-osgerby-vitra


Creation 

 

So God created human beings in his own 
image. In the image of God he created them; 

male and female he created them.  

Genesis 1:27, NLT. 



Fall 

 

Then God said to the woman, 

“I will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy, 
    and in pain you will give birth. 

And you will desire to control your husband, 
    but he will rule over you.”  

Genesis 3:16, NLT 

 



Incarnation 

 

Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will 
give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’ 

Matthew 1:23, NLT 



Incarnation 

Mary is female, Jesus is male. God’s way of 
coming involves both genders in a particular 
way fitting to those genders: female for the 
birthing of the God-man without a human 

father, and male, for the mission of the 
anointed messianic servant, according to the 

Jewish expectations of a male Davidic descent. 



Incarnation 

According to classic biblical interpretation, if 
the mother of the Saviour must necessarily be 

female, the Saviour must be male, if both sexes 
are to be rightly and equitably involved in the 

salvation event.  

-Thomas Oden 



Incarnation 

 

God did not despise the male, for he assumed 
the nature of a man, nor the female, for he was 

born of a woman.  

– Augustine 



Incarnation 

It is interesting to contrast this classic Christian 
doctrine of the Incarnation (that upholds the bodies 

of male and female) with the Gnostic thinking the 
early church was battling against (that downgrades 

the body – especially the female body).  

 

And why we need to continue to battle against 
the new-Gnosticism of today, which also 

downgrades bodies and is often anti-female 



Incarnation 

From the Gnostic Gospel of Thomas, v. 114 – 
 (written sometime between 130-200 AD): 

 

Simon Peter said to the disciples, “Mary should 
leave us, for females are not worthy of life.” 

Jesus said, “Look, I shall guide her to make her 
male, so that she too may become a living spirit 

resembling you males. For every female who 
makes herself male will enter heaven’s 

kingdom.” 

 



Resurrection 

Earthly people are like the earthly man, and 
heavenly people are like the heavenly man. Just 

as we are now like the earthly man, we will 
someday be like the heavenly man. 

What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is 
that our physical bodies cannot inherit the 

Kingdom of God. These dying bodies cannot 
inherit what will last forever. 



Resurrection 

But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will 
not all die, but we will all be transformed! It will 

happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the 
last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, 

those who have died will be raised to live forever. And 
we who are living will also be transformed. For our 
dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that 

will never die; our mortal bodies must be transformed 
into immortal bodies.  

1 Corinthians 15:45-53, NLT 



Resurrection 

• Jesus (the heavenly man) was still male after his 
resurrection.  

• And the fact that our resurrection will be 
patterned after his and that we will be like 
him in our resurrected bodies appears to 
indicate that we will still be gendered beings.  

 



Resurrection 

• As the church father Jerome argued, “If the 
woman shall not rise again as a woman nor 
the man as a man, there will be no 
resurrection of the body for the body is made 
up of sex and members.” 

• Jerome also argues that the resurrected ones 
will not cease to be human and the 
difference of sex will also remain. 

 



Resurrection 

• Gender is intrinsic to our humanity.  

• To not have gender would mean we are no 
longer ourselves. We are no longer human.  

 

 



Resurrection 

In the biblical accounts, sex differentiation is not 
imagined to be absent in the resurrection, and 
indeed its absence would be unimaginable and 

implausible if the resurrection life is indeed 
bodily—as it is vigorously claimed to be in all NT 
texts that explore the question. To be human and 
bodily means to be male or female, both in this 

age and in the age to come.  

-Ian Paul, adjunct Professor, Fuller Theological 
Seminary. 



Restoration 

For all creation is waiting eagerly for that 
future day when God will reveal who his 

children really are. Against its will, all creation 
was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager 
hope, the creation looks forward to the day 
when it will join God’s children in glorious 

freedom from death and decay.  



Restoration 

For we know that all creation has been groaning 
as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present 

time. And we believers also groan, even though 
we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of 

future glory, for we long for our bodies to be 
released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait 

with eager hope for the day when God will give us 
our full rights as his adopted children, including 

the new bodies he has promised us.  

Romans 8:19-23, NLT 



Responding to Transgender People 

 

Disagreeing with transgenderism does not 
mean denying the pain of gender dysphoria. 

 

 



Responding to Transgender People 

 

• Many people who experience gender 
dysphoria or same sex attraction have had 
negative encounters in the church.  

• We need to commit to giving support and 
community – even long-term support, to 
people who may never be completely 
changed this side of heaven.  

 



Responding to Transgender People 

• A disjunction between one’s body and one’s 
sense of gender is, like all discordances, an 
effect of the fall.  

• As with most confusing and painful life 
experiences, gender-identity questions and 
concerns raise larger questions of meaning 
and purpose in life that can draw a person to 
the sacred.  



Responding to Transgender People 

• This is also why people like this are some of 
the church’s greatest artists as they can deeply 
express the current discordances between the 
fall and our long for redemption.  

 



Responding to Transgender People 

• Christians need to develop a pastoral 
approach that is sensitive and 
compassionate. Feelings of being the 
“wrong” gender are not something children 
choose. Some children may simply be outliers 
in terms of gender nonconforming 
personality traits.  

• In other cases, the feelings may have 
complex psychological roots. 



Responding to Transgender People 

• We also need to allow time and not rush 
decision as our children sort things out as 
roughly 80-90% of children who experience 
some gender incongruence lose those 
feelings before adulthood.  

• The church also needs to place a much higher 
value on the place of virginity and singlehood 
in the church and renounce some of its 
current idolatry of the family. 



Responding to Transgender People 

• Classically the church regarded single people 
with special veneration as having both a high 
calling and a strong prophetic voice. 

• They were embraced as highly regarded 
members of the church community.    


