
 

Pastor Stef’s Book Review – September 2019 

 With another fall kicking off at Bethany I’m excited to be working with the 27 guys who signed 

up for our in-depth theology class. This shows a real desire to learn and grow, particularly among our 

men in their 30s and 40s. Despite the bad reputation theology has gotten, particularly in hyper-

conservative and sectarian Christian circles, a heathy faith cannot ignore questioning, probing and 

expanding. And there are many good books and teachers who can guide.  

 Though not the book the Bethany men will be using, Stanley J. Grenz’s book Created for 

Community: Connecting Christian Belief with Christian Living (1998) is a good introduction. For those 

who have never read a book that works through the core Christian doctrines this is a great place to start. 

Grenz writes from a broad church (ecumenical) perspective, but is still distinctly evangelical. Also, he 

loves to sprinkle illustrations from the comic strip Peanuts throughout! Created for Community is a 

simplified version of Grenz’s much more extensive Theology for the Community of God. (Ideally, after 

reading Created for Community it would be good to upgrade to Theology for the Community of God).  

The glue that holds Grenz’s theological themes together is community – hence his titles. For 

Grenz, community is not just a nice concept to help us all get along, but community comes from God’s 

eternal nature that is a triune community of love. Because God’s nature is three persons bonded in love 

as one God, everything God does comes out of his love. His creation is an act of love. Humans were 

created in his image to be community creatures of love. Even when we sinned and fell away from God, 

God loved us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. God also revealed himself to us 

because of his love. God plan to rescue his creation is because of love. And because of love, God’s 

ultimate goal is for all things to eventually be in an eternal community of harmony.   

If this is all true it makes all the difference in the world as to how we see and live in reality. And 

theology is the asking and probing and realigning our beliefs with what is true.  It is anything but a 

boring abstract task. Instead, growing to know him, and ourselves, better is an act of loving worship. We 

need to enter into, and learn how to live, as the community of love that God has created us for. Grenz’s 

book Created for Community is a great place to start exploring that journey.           

 


