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In my Bible reading a few days ago I was in Isaiah 13. It is a chapter where God is talking about 

punishing the Babylonians for their wickedness. In the oracle God tells the Babylonians that he is going 

to use another nation (the Medo-Persians) to bring about their downfall. God says that they will “ravish 

your wives” and “dash your infants to pieces before your eyes” as they will “have no mercy on infants 

and no compassion on children.” (Is. 12:16-20). What!!!? And people say the Koran is violent.  Why 

would God allow this? Why would God punish an evil nation with the evil actions of another nation? 

Dashing infants seems a little excessive! And what about God’s promise that the children will not suffer 

the sins of their parents? (Ezek. 18:20).  

I’m in good company to be asking these questions as many of the OT prophets asked God the 

same things, even in the midst of having to proclaim it. There has never been a good answer to these 

questions and eventually we end up in Job 38-42. But we should never get to Job 38-42 too quickly. If we 

do we simply become callous and fatalistic. The scripture, and church history, is full of God’s people 

struggling to make sense of these problems; just read the book of Habakkuk.  

It is these questions that John Stackhouse Jr. tackles in his book Can God be Trusted? Faith and 

the Challenge of Evil. Stackhouse has a sharp mind and knows how to speak to the common person. (He 

regularly writes the closing article in the Canadian Christian magazine Faith Today). Stackhouse avoids 

pious clichés like, “everyone deserves to die so God has a right to kill infants”, or “God works all things 

for good.” Even if there are elements of truth in those statements, when only the head speaks them 

without the heart, they are more hurtful than helpful. Even God seems to struggle with some of these 

things, so this is never a topic to be glib about.  

Stackhouse tackles tough question like, “Where does evil come from?” “Is God’s good world still 

good?” “What about natural disasters?” “What about judgment and hell?” And what are some of the 

wrong paths people have taken to try to answer these.  

Stackhouse does not give us a final answer, as no one from the Old Testament prophets to 

modern day theologians have been able to do so, but this should not stop us from seeking. His final 

chapter entitled “Thinking and Living” reminds us that growing in the faith happens through questions 

and learning, which also develops humility. Think about the current black hole discovery. So much 

challenges our ideas about space, time, light and matter that I often can’t comprehend what I’m 

reading. But this doesn’t make me disbelieve in black holes, or want to stop learning about them. 

Instead, it makes me realize how small my knowledge is, how vast the universe is, and how much more 

there is to discover. And now we’re talking about the creator of black holes. And once you peal past the 

platitudes about God, things get complicated. This shouldn’t lead away from faith, but to doxology.  

    Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, 

and his paths beyond tracing out! Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor? 

Who has ever given to God, that God should repay them? For from him and through him and for him are 

all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. (Rom. 11:33-36, NIV).  


