Pastor Stef’s Book Review – May 2017
You have probably heard me say, many times now, that this year is the 500th anniversary of
Martin Luther nailing his 95 thesis to the church door in Wittenberg. Even though there were many
pushes for church reform before this, it is this date that has been marked as the “official” start to the
Reformation. In light of this, I have committed myself to an extensive 2017 Reformation reading
program of 10 pages a day, or 3650 pages in total! (It’s amazing what 10 pages a day can accomplish).
One of the books I recently finished for this was Carl Trueman’s Luther on the Christian Life (2015).
Trueman’s book is not a biography, although you will learn a lot about Luther’s life in it. The
book’s intent is to interact with Luther’s ideas and reflect on what they can still teach us today. Trueman
covers a variety of topics, such as Luther’s views on scripture, baptism, communion, the role of the
church and state, the tension between grace and works, what it means to be both a saint and sinner,
and the significance of all Christians being “priests” with all good work being equally holy. (i.e. changing
poopy diapers was not less holy than monkish prayers). Many of our modern ideas about equality,
individuality and conscience find their root in Martin Luther, often beyond what he ever intended.
Trueman, a non-Lutheran, has a great appreciation for Luther and ends his book by highlighting
three areas he finds most helpful.
1. Luther’s stress on the objectivity of Revelation and confidence in God’s Word.
When so many today stress their subjective experiences and feelings as the basis of their faith,
Luther is a good reminder that God’s revelation came externally to us. (i.e. If God spoke in a forest and
no one was around to hear it, God still spoke in the forest). The truth of the gospel is not dependent
upon our inner experience. It is truth outside and apart from us and has come to us.
2. “Luther points us consistently towards God as he really is - the one who does not find, but
creates that which is lovely to him.” (200)
I love this quote from the book. God finds me lovely because he makes me lovely. That is grace!
It takes away the anxiety and stifling protectionist living of trying not to mess up so that God will be
pleased with us. It allows us to risk living (and failing) in passionate love for God and others.
3. Luther’s sense of humor.
Luther was funny. It is what makes reading him, even when you disagree with him, so enjoyable.
As Trueman writes, “Protestant theologians have not been renowned for their wit, and Protestant
theology has not been distinguished by its laughter. Yet Luther laughed all the time.” (198). Luther’s
humor shows him to be full of life. In an important time in history, he learned to survive by not taking
himself (or his time) too seriously. He could laugh at himself. He could laugh at others. And he could
laugh at the devil. In a world today that takes everything (including ourselves) so seriously and,
therefore, becomes so easily offended, there is much holy health we can embrace in Luther’s laughter.
“If I am not allowed to laugh in heaven, I don't want to go there.” – Martin Luther.

