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James 5:17 reminds us of the Old Testament story around 700 BC that is recorded in 1 Kings 17-
18. James writes, “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not 
rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months.” (NASB). Though James writes that 
“it did not rain on the earth” everyone who knows this story knows that James does not mean that it 
stopped raining in Mexico (which hadn’t even been discovered at the time), but that he was referring to 
the land of Palestine. Language can be tricky, but we often use it in this way. Like when we say a sport’s 
team annihilated another team, we all know that the defeated team will play again.    

Over the past few years historian and Old Testament scholar John Walton has opened our eyes to 
a better understanding of the culture in which the Old Testament events happened and how language 
was often used to describe and interpret those events. This is immensely helpful in learning to read the 
Bible more in line with the way the authors wrote it, rather than imposing our modern “enlightenment” 
ideas upon it. Walton’s books are part of his “The Lost World…” series covering topics such as “…of 
Adam and Eve”, “…of the Torah,” and “…of the Canaanite Conquest.”  

The book I’m reviewing is one Walton wrote with Tremper Longman III called The Lost World of 
the Flood: Mythology, Theology, and the Deluge Debate 2018. According to Longman and Walton, the 
Biblical flood is a real historical event, yet told in hyperbole to convey a theological truth. Thus, the story 
is told as a global flood even though it was only a (vast) local flood. To make their case Longman and 
Walton look at the way other ancient Middle Eastern literature was written and interpreted. They also 
bring in a geologist for one chapter to show that global geology does not support a worldwide flood.  

Walton and Longman’s perspective will be controversial to some, particularly those who insist on 
a literalist grid for everything in the Bible. It should be noted, however, that Walton is continually 
supported by the strong evangelical publishing house of Intervarsity. His views should be seen as 
legitimately Christian and upholding the authority of scripture, even if you disagree with his conclusions.   

Personally, I’m not sure where I land on this topic yet. I read a different book a number of years 
back that already shook my beliefs regarding a worldwide flood, so none of this came as a surprise. It 
certainly hasn’t shaken my faith in the reliability of scripture. Instead, it challenges my interpretation of 
scripture. However it happened historically, the message is the same throughout scripture. God judges 
the wicked, as he does in the flood, Sodom and Gomorrah, Egypt, and death. And God continues to 
rescue his people out of judgment, as he rescued Noah from the flood, Lot from Sodom, Israel from 
Egypt, us from death, etc. This clearly shows the saving character of the God of scripture and it is in him 
that I place my hope, not on whether the flood was global or whether Elijah’s prayers stopped the rain 
in Mexico. Hyperbole is often used as a teaching tool and that method doesn’t make the point untrue.  

Even if you come to disagree with Longman and Walton, there’s a lot in this book that will greatly 
inform you into a deeper reading of scripture. And when you are done it you can move on to his book 
The Lost World of Genesis 1, which is also in our church library, in which he brings out the beautiful 
temple imagery in the creation account.  



 


