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Nearly all wisdom 
we possess, that is 

to say, true and 
sound wisdom, 
consists of two 

parts: the 
knowledge of God 

and of ourselves. No 
one can look upon 

himself without 
immediately turning 
his thoughts to the 
contemplation of 
God, in whom he 

“lives and moves.” 



Humanity  

 

1. Humans are both physical and 
spiritual beings. 

 



Orthodox Christian Positions 

on Humanity  



a) Dichotomists 
 

The body and soul/mind are seen 
as two separate and distinct 
parts that make up the human 
being, some able to exist apart 
from the other, but none alone 
is fully human. 

 

 

 

 



b) Trichotomists 

Divides body, soul/mind and spirit 
as seen as three distinct and 
separate parts that make up the 
human being, some able to exist 
apart from the other, but none 
alone is fully human. 



c) Holists 

 

Human beings are united entities 
that cannot be sliced up into 
separate substances that can 
work independent of each other. 
We do not have “souls”, but we 
are souls.  



Unbiblical Views 

1. Secular humanism. – anti-spiritual    

 

  a) Anti-supernatural.  

  b) Human-centered ethics. 

  c) Human-centered reason.  

  d) Physical is all that there is.  



2. Gnosticism (neo-Gnosticism) 
   
 -anti-physical  

 

From ancient Greek γνῶσις = gnōsis 
(knowledge). 

It describes a collection of ancient 
religions that taught that people 
should shun the evil material 
world created by the demiurge 
and embrace the good spiritual 
world.  

 



 In Gnostic forms of “Christianity” 
we have the following elements: 

 The creator (OT) god is an evil god 
who built the world to trap us.  

 Jesus Christ (NT) is the pure spirit 
being who came into our world, 
without becoming part of our 
world, in order to give us the secret 
knowledge to escape this world. 

 The real god is on a higher plane in 
the spirit realm and Christ is our 
connection to him. 



 Salvation comes by receiving 
Christ who will reunite the 
trapped spark of the spirit within 
us to its divine source. 

 Since our physical bodies are of 
the material world they are part 
of the evil snare that traps us 
here. 



 All material pleasures are thus 
sinful and should be avoided (or, in 

other Gnostic versions, since we shed our 
material bodies and they don’t matter, we 
can indulge ourselves).  

 Life then is about accepting Christ 
and preparing one’s immortal 
soul for an afterlife in a spiritual 
and heavenly realm.  

 Some 2nd century Gnostic gospels include 
Judas, Mary, Thomas, Philip, and the 
Infancy gospels.  

 



How Gnostic beliefs differ from 

Christian Orthodoxy  

1. The creator is an evil and lower 
deity; in contrast with him being the 
good and supreme deity. 

 

2. All matter is evil and the body 
(and earth) are prisons to escape 
from; in contrast to the goodness of 
matter and the resurrection of the 
body and the redemption of creation. 



How Gnostic beliefs differ from 

Christian Orthodoxy  

3. Scripture has deep and hidden 
meanings whose true message can 
only be understood through “secret 
wisdom”; in contrast to scripture 
being God’s revelation so that all 
people can know him. 

 

4. Jesus only “seemed” to be human; 
in contrast to Jesus’ incarnation.  



 

 

2.  Humans are unique in that they 
were made in God’s image and 
likeness.  



  “The image of God is that 
psycho-spiritual ability and 
function that transcends mere 
nature and physicality through 

-reasoning ability 

-need and capacity for community 

-cultural creativity 

-development of language and 
communication 

-worship 

-self-transcendence, freedom, 
responsibility.” - Roger Olson 



 

 

3. Humans are born in sin and 
inherit a spiritual corruption 
that pervades every aspect of 
their being which causes them 
to disobey God. 



   

  Humans are born both with and 
in the condition we call sinfulness 
such that sin as corruption and 
guilt is universally inherited and 
all people are in need of 
repentance, faith and 
reconciliation through the work of 
Jesus Christ on the cross.  



  “The basic unifying Christian 
perspective on humanity is that 
humans are both unique and 
possessed of special dignity and 
value because they are created in 
the image of God and corrupted 
from birth by a spiritual disease 
that prevents them from being 
fulfilled apart from God’s saving 
grace.” - Roger Olson 



Unbiblical Views 

 

3. Pelagianism  
 
-Humans beings are born good. 
-Denies original sin. 
-Humans have free will and can 

choose the good and Christ 
without divine aid.  

    



Unbiblical Views 

 

3. Pelagianism  
 
-Adam’s sin was a bad example of 

how humanity should live, but 
didn’t directly affect us.  

-Jesus set a good example of how 
humanity should live. 

-Humanity has full control and 
responsibility for choosing and 
living out their salvation.  


