
 



 



• Now that the “fences” were established on 
the Trinity, the question causing controversy 
was “how could divinity and humanity be 
united in one man?”  

• Everyone agreed that Jesus was God 
incarnate, but they disagreed on how Jesus 
was God incarnate.  

• Christ must be divine to be a worthy sacrifice 
for our sins.  

• Christ must be human to be a representative 
of humanity.   

• But how was Christ both? 



Apollinarius (d. 390) 

• The body or physical nature is lower than the 
soul or spiritual nature.  

• Jesus’ body (physical life) was human, but his 
spirit (mind) was divine.  

• “God in a bod.” 

• An omniscient being inhabiting a creaturely 
body.  

• Christ used a body as a vehicle without 
actually becoming human and experiencing 
human limitation and suffering.  



Gregory of Nazianzus (329-391) 

• Rejected this explanation.  

• If Jesus was not completely human then our 
human nature cannot be completely saved 
through him.  

• If Jesus’ humanity was not a whole human 
nature then the “wonderful exchange” could 
not work.   



The Antioch Church  
vs  

The Alexandrian Church 



The Church of Antioch  
with Bishop Nestorius (d. 450) 

• Jesus is two natures and two persons - a 
divine nature and a human nature.  

• The eternal divine Logos and the human 
person Jesus in close union.  

• Like a marriage where two remain two, but 
become one unit.  

 



The Church of Antioch  
with Bishop Nestorius (d. 450) 

• The human person was born, educated, 
tempted, killed and raised whereas the 
divine person performed the miracles, 
revealed the wisdom of God and saved 
humanity.  

 



The Alexandrian Church  
with Bishop Cyril (d. 444) 

• Christ is one nature and one person.  

• In him the natures of God and humanity are 
joined so closely that they form a compound 
or hybrid.   

 



• Cyril felt the Antioch position simply led to a 
form of Adoptionism.  

– The idea that the body of the man Jesus was 
merely adopted by the divine Logos.  

• Thus the Son of God/Logos never actually 
became human.  

• Not only does the human person remain 
distinct from the Logos, but he is a different 
person from the Logos.  

The Alexandrian Church  
with Bishop Cyril (d. 444) 



• Though Antioch was trying to uphold the true 
humanity of Jesus without allowing it to get 
swallowed up in his deity, Christ turned out 
to be two individuals not one.  

• The Son of God/Logos did not truly 
experience human existence “in the flesh” 
but only by being “associated with a man.”   

 

The Alexandrian Church  
with Bishop Cyril (d. 444) 



• The Son of God/Logos took upon himself a 
human nature and existence while remaining 
truly divine. 

• The Logos was not a human person prior to 
the incarnation.  

• The person of Jesus was the eternal Logos 
who took human nature through Mary.  

• Mary, (Mother of God) gave birth to God, 
according to his humanity   

• This is the essence of the incarnation.  

The Alexandrian Church  
with Bishop Cyril (d. 444) 



• God the Logos did not come into man, but 
truly became man, while remaining God.  

• It was not a “marriage union”, but a 
Hypostatic Union – union of two realities in 
one hypostasis (person/subject), the Logos.  

• Jesus is not one divine person and one 
human person, but only one person after the 
union.  

 

The Alexandrian Church  
with Bishop Cyril (d. 444) 



The Church of Antioch  
with Bishop Nestorius (d. 450) 

• But if, after the union, Jesus becomes one 
person of one nature, how is he human? 

• Plus, how is he God? 

• Has he not become some kind of hybrid – not 
really God or human, but some new thing 
altogether?  



So who’s right? 

Antioch   Alexandrian 



The Council of Ephesus 

• In 431 the Council of Ephesus was called to 
try and resolve the matter.  

• Cyril and those on the Alexander side voted 
to endorse Cyril’s position and condemn 
Nestorius and the Antioch side, but they did 
so before his side could show up and defend 
themselves or vote.  

• When Nestorius and his crew did show up 
they condemned Cyril and confirmed 
Nestorius.  



• Then more delegates from Rome arrived and 
condemned Nestorius again.  

• The Nestorius side then threated to break 
themselves off from the church.  

• Finally, when word of all of this reached the 
Emperor he intervened and strongly urged 
the sides to compromise.  

 

The Council of Ephesus 



• They did by affirming Christ as, after the 
union, one person of two natures not 
divided.  

• This Formula of Reunion was signed in 433 by 
both the bishops of Alexandria and Antioch 
and ratified by the emperor.  

 

The Council of Ephesus 



But not everyone was happy. L  

 



 



 For the next 18 years things 
were pretty tense and after Cyril died 
in 444 things got crazy with everyone 
condemning everyone else on the 
exact precision of how exactly Jesus 
was two natures not divided.  



 At a new council of Ephesus in 449 things 
got so heated that a gang of heavily armed 
monks quickly took control of the council 
advocating for a position that Christ was “two 
natures before the union; one nature after the 
union.” 



• Some of the opposing party, led by a man 
name Euyticus,  called for these monks to be 
burned to death.  

• A letter was sent by Pope Leo upholding the 
first Ephesus Council. 

• But when a man named Flavian attempted to 
read the letter the armed monks attacked 
and beat him so badly that he died shortly 
after.  



• The new Ephesus Council was nicknamed The 
wƻōōŜǊΩǎ {ȅƴƻŘ and: 

 

“One nature not divided” rather than “two 
natures not divided” was now upheld. 



The Council of Chalcedon 

• The bishop of Rome (“Pope” Leo the Great) 
would not accept this.  
– Leo managed to turn Attila the Hun and his army 

away from attaching Rome).  

• He had Flavian’s body buried with full honors in 
Constantinople.  

• He then called all the bishops of the great 
churches to attend a council of Chalcedon in 
May 451 to settle this. 

• Leo’s Tome was circulated ahead of the meeting 
to be read.  



 



The Council of Chalcedon 

• On Oct. 8. 451, just over 500 bishops, 18 high 
state officials and the Emperor and Empress 
attended.  

• They needed the Emperor and Empress as 
they were the only ones who could get all of 
the bishops inside the same building and 
keep them there without killing each other.   

• Leo’s Tome was read, and after much debate, 
on Oct. 25, 451 it was approved. 



The Council of Chalcedon 

The result became the forth Ecumenical Council 
after: 

 

1. Nicaea (325) – Deity of Christ 

2. Constantinople (381) – Deity of the HS 

3. First Council of Ephesus (431) - one person of two 
natures not divided  

4. Council of Chalcedon (451) 

 
 The 2nd and 4th councils were essentially enhancements 
on the 1 and 3rd councils.   

 



The Council of Chalcedon 

• Though it is possible to think of Christ’s 
humanity and divinity as two distinct 
natures, in reality their union in the 
incarnation made them to become “one 
nature.”  

• The “ƘȅǇƻǎǘŀǘƛŎ ǳƴƛƻƴέ is the “personal 
ǳƴƛƻƴέ of Jesus’s two natures after his 
conception.  

 



The Council of Chalcedon 

• Like the Creed upholding the Trinity, this was not 
meant to define how Christ was fully God and 
fully human, but to give the parameters in which 
one could safely and Biblically reflect on it.  

• The four fences of Christ’s two full and complete 
natures in one person were that it had to be: 

 
• Without confusion  

• Without change 

• Without division 

• Without seperation 



The Council of Chalcedon 

• Without confusion  

• Without change 

• Without division 

• Without deprecation 

 

• As long as you stayed within these fences you 
could express the mystery of the incarnation 
however you wanted. 
– The church was at peace…. at least for a few 

moments.    



Chalcedon Creed  

 Following, then, the holy Fathers, we all 
unanimously teach that our Lord Jesus Christ is 
to us One and the same Son, the Self-same 
Perfect in Godhead, the Self-same Perfect in 
Manhood; truly God and truly Man; the Self-
same of a rational soul and body; co-essential 
with the Father according to the Godhead, the 
Self-same co-essential with us according to the 
Manhood;  



Chalcedon Creed 

like us in all things, sin apart; before the ages 
begotten of the Father as to the Godhead, but 
in the last days, the Self-same, for us and for 
our salvation born of Mary the Virgin, Mother 
of God as to the Manhood; One and the Same 
Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten; acknowledged 
in Two Natures unconfusedly, unchangeably, 
indivisibly, inseparably;  



Chalcedon Creed 

the difference of the Natures being in no way 
removed because of the Union, but rather the 
properties of each Nature being preserved, and 
(both) concurring into One Person and One 
Hypostasis; not as though He were parted or 
divided into Two Persons, but One and the Self-
same Son and Only-begotten God, Word, Lord, 
Jesus Christ;  



Chalcedon Creed 

even as from the beginning the prophets have 
taught concerning Him, and as the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself hath taught us, and as the 
Symbol of the Fathers hath handed down to us. 


