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To discover and uphold how the life-affirming 
God created and rescued us to be wholly and 

fully human. 

 



Knowledge 
 

 People 

I Corinthians 13:2   If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I 
understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all 
knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move 
mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 



MAiD 



Personhood Theory 

Mind (is the person)  
(has legal and moral standing) 

Body 
(expendable biological organism) 

 

 



Biblical view of the body: 



Biblical view of the body: 

I am a SOUL 
Body, mind, will 

 



MAiD 
Medical Assistance in Dying 
 

Euthanasia 
 

Physician-Assisted Suicide 
 
 
 
 
 



MAiD 
In Canada, two types of MAID are allowed: 
1) A physician or nurse practitioner can directly 

administer a substance that causes the death 
of the person who has requested it, and.  

2) A physician or nurse practitioner can give or 
prescribe to a patient a substance that they 
can self-administer to cause their own death. 



MAiD 
It is legal for a competent adult person who 
1) Clearly consents 
2) Has a grievous and irremediable medical illness,  
 disease or disability that causes enduring suffering  
 that is intolerable to the individual.  



Questions that remain: 

• How do we define competence? 

• What is consent? Or proper capacity? 

• When is suffering intolerable? Grievous? 

• When is illness irremediable? 

• What do we mean by ‘individual’? 



? 



 

•  is the taking of one’s own life.  

• Someone who desires to kill themselves, 
who makes a plan and leaves a note, sees 
themselves as not valuable in some way 
and more valuable if they are gone. They 
are in intolerable distress and say they are 
suffering.  

• Should they be able to receive MAiD? 

SUICIDE 



• A patient has been told that there is nothing 
more that doctors can do for their condition. 
In other words, there is no longer any 
treatment that can improve their situation 
or prolong their life. The patient decides to 
terminate any further treatment.  

 

• Is this suicide? 

• Should they be offered MAiD?  

Terminally Ill 



Stanley Hauerwas: 
Christians are a people who are formed ready 
to die for what they believe...Life for us, 
therefore, is not an absolute, for that which 
we think gives our life form will not let us 
place unwarranted value on life itself. At the 
very least this means that accepting the 
fatedness of our ending is a way of affirming 
the trustworthiness of God’s care for us. It 
means I will not fight my death nor the death 
of others when it cannot be avoided.” 

 









Terminating Life Support/Medical 
Nutrition 

A family member has been on life support 
for days, and has lost all higher brain 
function. They seem to be awake sometimes 
and they digest the food going through the 
feeding tube in their stomach, but the 
doctor says they feel nothing, and will not 
recover in any way.  



We, as Christians, must 
understand that there is a 

difference between putting to 
death and letting die.  



Dying with Dignity 

...is not about control over the time 
and circumstances of our death, but 
rather the way we respond to the 
circumstances, even when other 
forms of medical interventions have 
become too burdensome for the 
patient or have been stopped.  



HOSPICE CARE 






