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Wishing you an Ugly Christmas 

There was a time when the ugly Christmas sweater 
was simply ugly.  Today, the ugly Christmas sweater is 
still ugly, but it is worn with pride.  Gone are the days 
when you’d fake a smile as you unpacked one of 

Grandma’s knitted sweaters that you’d never wear.  Now people beg their grandmas to knit such 
sweaters.  And if she can’t do it they’ll shop and spend big money to buy one and wear it with pride.  

Ugly sweaters have existed as a Christmas garment since the late 19th century, but the most hideous 
of these holiday versions only began to sprout up in the last several decades.  Many give Bill Cosby the 
credit of being the modern-day pioneer of the ugly sweater from his 1980’s sitcom character.  Chevy 
Chase in National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation also helped these sweaters come to life, until their 
popularity faded in the 1990s.  

This is the point in the story where our own city of Vancouver, Canada takes the stage as in 2002 it 
became the birthplace of the first ugly sweater party in 2002.  It is difficult to go anywhere now 
without seeing ugly sweaters at Christmas.  People have clearly changed their attitude about the ugly 
sweater.  Not that they now see them as a thing of beauty.  They are still seen as ugly. It is just that 
ugly is now embraced!  

When it comes to the Biblical Christmas story we also find a lot of ugliness.  For example, how many 
Christmas cards and letters have you seen with the following verse on it?  

Simeon said to Mary, baby Jesus’ mother, “This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall…, 
…. many will oppose him…. And a sword will pierce your very soul.” - Luke 2:34-35.  

That’s ugly.  The baby Jesus is going to pierce his mother’s heart and cause many to fall and oppose 
him!?  Forget the hot chocolate with marshmallows on top!  This is not even hot chocolate!  For this 
reason Christians usually ignore these parts of the Christmas story.  Like the ugly sweater Grandma 
used to make, we give our fake smile because it is in the Bible, but pretty much put it back in the box 
once we’ve looked at it.  But in doing this we miss the whole story.  In the words of one of my 
professors, we “Disneyfy” the story.  Like how Disney takes out all the “ugly” parts of the classic fairy 
tales.  But what if in this attempt to make the story more palatable it takes out, or significantly alters, 
the meaning of the story? 

We need to relook at the ugly parts of the Christmas story.  Not to scrub them clean.  They are ugly 
and should stay ugly.  But maybe, like with the ugly Christmas sweater, it’s time to embrace the ugly 
side of the Christmas story in order to have a fuller picture of God and his story.  
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This Christmas we are going to be looking at five ugly aspects of the Biblical Christmas story.  They are 
going to be the ugly pregnancies, ugly killings, ugly pedigrees, ugly interruptions and the ugly 
horoscopes that we find in the story.  So you may want to take out your ugly sweater and wear it to 
church this month as a way to embrace the ugliness of this Christmas season.   

 

 

Wishing you an ugly Christmas, 
Pastor Stef  
 
 
 

 
 

The Pastors and staff of Bethany wish to extend a very 
Merry and Blessed Christmas and Blessed New Year to 
all of you and your families.  May we, as individuals and 
as a church family, rejoice during this Christmas season 
together reflecting on the One who came to redeem us 
and give us eternal life.  May we look forward to an 
exciting new year in ministry and seek new opportunities 
to serve and glorify Him. 

 
 

What’s Happening with the Newsletter 

With this December edition, we have completed eight years of the newsletter.  
We look forward to our ninth year to see how God will bless the ministries at 
Bethany as we faithfully continue to serve Him. 

Thank you to all our willing and faithful contributors for your reports and 
pictures.  You are the ones keeping us informed about Bethany’s ministries. 

The very first newsletter eight years ago began with “What is going on in our church anyway?”  Over 
these eight years, I trust that the newsletter has kept you informed about some of the things that 
have been happening at Bethany.  Perhaps, some of you may have been motivated to be involved in 
some of the ministries because of what you may have read.  Perhaps you may have been encouraged 
to pray for certain ministries. 

May I wish you all the blessings for this Christmas season and for the New Year. 
–Terry Nishi, Acting Editor 
 

“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to 
sonship.”  (Gal 4:4-5, NIV) 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

“ The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will 
call him Immanuel” (which means “God WITH us”)  Matthew 
1:23 

WITH YOU!  These are some of the most welcome words at Christmas.  Actually not only at Christmas 
but all year round … but especially at Christmas.  “The whole family will be WITH me for the holidays”.  
“I will be WITH you on Christmas day”.  “It’s always better WITH you here”.   

I have had some of the most wonderful times of my ministry this year WITH Bethany Baptist Church.  
Because of my calling as an Executive Minister for the BCBA I have very little involvement WITH any of 
the ‘normal’ ministries that happen in churches.  But this year my wife and I went on a mission trip to 
the Yukon WITH Pastor Kelly and the youth.  It was our first mission trip – this wasn’t an option when 
we were young.  What a great time WITH the most awesome youth in BC!  Then we were invited to be 
part of the Clue game and were blown away WITH the preparation and amazing people who set it all 
up along with the enthusiasm of those playing the game.  It was a special privilege to be WITH you.   

I am so excited about the way Bethany has been reaching out to bring Christ to the community.  It is a 
joy to be friends WITH Pastor Stef.  I love to see how he helps the church continue to focus on Christ.  
He does not let faded traditions stand in the way of finding new and creative ways to navigate 
through the changing times and into the future.  I always look forward to talking and being WITH him.   

It is very significant that God names his Son Immanuel, God WITH us.  And it is very significant that 
Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as the Comforter in John 14:16.  The word is paraklhtos in the Greek 
and means “one who is called alongside”, or one who is WITH us.  WITH us to bring help or comfort; 
WITH us when we are lonely; WITH us when we are afraid; WITH us when we are friendless; WITH us 
when we are wounded or bruised; WITH us when our so called friends desert us; WITH us when we 
struggle; WITH us when we fail; WITH us when we succeed. 

The world cries out for love and God says I am here to love you, I am WITH you.  In fact God loved us 
so much that even when we didn’t care about Him, He still cared about us.  When we were without 
hope because of sin in our lives, Christ came and paid the price on the cross so we would be forgiven 
and live WITH peace and joy and WITH His presence forever.   

A Saviour has been born … He is Christ the Lord … He is Immanuel … He is WITH us. 

Merry Christmas 
Bob Krahn, Executive Minister for the BC Association 
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Newsletter Notes from Church Operations – November 2019 

General Operations 

As you all know, Pastor Jerry resigned in September to move back to Ontario to be near his family.  
Since then, I have been acting as the interim operations manager, and will continue to do so until a 
replacement is hired. 

One of the last things that Pastor Jerry dealt with was the renovation of the Chapel, now called the 
HUB.  I think most folks would agree that it looks fantastic, has a whole new vibe, and lends itself very 
well to coffee fellowship and new kinds of outreach. 

Another item that we will be looking after is the replacement of lighting in the foyer with more energy 
efficient LED's.  We expect that the cost will be recouped fairly quickly in lower electricity bills. 

Property Assessment and Tax 
Once again, as in the past several years, we appealed our property tax 
assessment.  We succeeded in having it lowered somewhat back in March, just 
not for the reasons we had put forth.  As a result, we have taken the next step to 
a second appeal, and hope to have an answer on that by mid-November.  Most 
likely, we will have to repeat this process every single year. 

Parking lot 
As you have likely noticed, we have done some slight re-configuration in our parking lot.  Six more 
handicapped spots were added, and seven Visitor spots as well.  Which leads to my next comments: 

Visitor spots:  These are intended for first-time or newer 
visitors, with the aim of being more welcoming to these folks.  
Please remember not to park in these spots, even if you have 
done so in the past. 

Things to remember regarding Handicapped spots:  

 Check your tag to ensure that it has not expired.  An expired tag is as 
good as no tag.  (The parking ministry checks this, and there are 
apparently quite a few that are expired.)  If expired, you can get a renewal 
on-line at: https://www.sparc.bc.ca/parking-permits/online-permit-renewal/.   

 Just because you have a tag, does not mean that you have to use it.  If you did not arrive 
with a disabled person, please park in one of the regular spots, and leave the Handicapped 
spots to those that really need it. 

Property Use Committee 

A committee has been formed  to explore ways in which we may be able to significantly: 
     a)  increase our revenue by making novel use of our property, and/or   
     b)  reduce our costs as it relates to the assessment.   

Committee members are:  Harold Boer, Phil Hauser, Ben Kerby and myself, with Don Leman and 
Pastor Stef sitting in. 
--submitted by Harvey Schmidke, Church Operations 
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CHRISTMAS BANQUETS 

The annual Christmas Banquet has been held every December at 
Bethany for many, many years.  Back in the 1960’s, the program was 
arranged by the Homebuilders group, usually under the leadership and 
organizational ability of Gordie Rathbun, and the food was arranged by 
the Dorcas Circle.  Some years the ladies made the dinner themselves.  
Some years it was catered by Lillian and Irv Breitkreuz.  Then we realized 

that Woodwards Department Store actually had a catering department, so we would order and pick 
up a delicious roast beef dinner from them!  It came with a particularly memorable dessert – apple 
pie with a slice of cheese!  It was such a treat for the ladies to come and not have to bring food, 
though we still had to do the dishes afterwards.  But it worked well, as the guys had to set up the 
room for Sunday School the next day anyway. 

The programs varied from year to year, but always contained carol singing and usually some special 
music.  And it always ended with “Silent Night” – what a beautiful way to start the Christmas season!  
One old program I found had a brass ensemble, a solo by Don Ainslie, another by Barb Hass and a 
third by Gunther Eberhardt – beautiful music! 

Many famous people crossed the stage at these banquets over the years.  Kiri Te Kanawa (in the 
person of Cora Schmidke) sang “Jingle Bells” along with 
the King’s Singers (Bethany’s version).  The Three Tenors 
came and sang beautiful Italian opera (Fred Seidel and Don 
Ainslie were two of them).  The Little Toy Soldier from the 
Nutcracker (Herb Sturhahn) marched strongly across the 
stage until his battery ran down and he slowly collapsed.  
But the energizer Bunny (Bishu Sarkar) never ran out of 
steam in the magical version of “Drindersella and the 
Prandsome Hince”.  That was a night to remember! 

And one year we had An 
Old Fashioned Christmas, 
where we all dressed up 
in old fashioned clothes! 

 

 

 

We were always touched and encouraged by good speakers – challenged by testimonies and stories 
of the Christmas season.  These blessed our hearts and warmed our souls. 
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And so the Banquets continue even to today – an evening to get together, enjoy good food and 
friendships; an evening to sing together; an evening to laugh and hear stories and good speakers; and 
an evening to celebrate the birth of our Saviour – truly an event to rejoice in year after year! 
--submitted by Heather Senges 

 

                                       REFUGEE SPONSORSHIP UPDATE – November 2019 

Bethany Baptist Church has been sponsoring the Idi family from the Democratic Republic of Congo 
since May of 2018.  The Idi family fled the Congo after suffering much violence.  They spent over six 
years in a refugee camp in Mozambique waiting for someone to sponsor them. 

The family of 10 members have been living in the home of Bill and Rosella Vanee since arriving in 
Canada.  The school age children have all been registered in local Richmond schools and are 
progressing with their English language competency.  A significant number of medical and dental 
issues have been dealt with, including the birth of little Ibrahim (Abraham). 

Kakozi, the father, has been employed since February 2019 at Xypec and is doing very well there in 
the packing and shipping department.  His earnings, plus the Child Tax credits, bring in enough income 
to fully support the family financially.  Esperance, the oldest daughter, found part-time employment 
entirely on her own initiative.  She is still in high school so her work is on weekends, washing dishes in 
a New Westminster restaurant. 

Bill Vanee recently found a 6 bedroom house for rent on McAdam Road in North Delta.  Kakozi was 
able to write a cheque for two month’s rent plus a damage deposit and obtained occupancy 
November 1.  The Idi family moved to the house on Saturday, November 16 after the owner did a 
thorough cleaning.  The elementary school children have been registered in the Brooke Elementary 
school just two blocks away.  The three high schoolers will have space in a local high school once their 
course schedules have been determined. 

The family is gradually progressing to complete independence.  A remaining issue is that of 
transportation.  We hope to establish a list of volunteers to take them once a week for bulk shopping, 
to get them to church on Sunday, and to Friday night activities for the children.  We hope that both 
Kakozi and Esperance pass the written test to get their “L” driver’s licence soon so they can go to 
driving school.  Once they have even a small car for shopping, going to work, and to appointments, 
they will be totally independent.  That said, we still need to support them with fellowship, advice, tax 
returns etc. 

Please pray for this family as they continue to deal with life altering circumstances. 
--submitted by Ron Hiller 
 

"God sent His Son 
They called Him Jesus 
HE CAME to love, heal and forgive 
He lived and died to buy my pardon 
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior Lives..." 
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WHITE CROSS 

Romans 10:14  “How can they believe in Him if they have not heard about Him?  
And how can they hear about Him unless someone tells them?” 

Corey Seibel writes in the “Onward” Summer 2017 NAB publication: 
“In my childhood years, I watched many people called missionaries come to give presentations 
at my small Baptist church.  They told stories of eating strange food (and they didn`t even have 
McDonald`s).  They spoke foreign languages.  They talked about living quite differently among 
some far-off people group.  With this mindset of missionaries being distant, different, and 
distinct, you can imagine why I grew up thinking that a missionary was only someone who 
served God far, far away in a very different culture.  In my mind, my Dad, Mom, brothers and I – 
and the rest of the congregation – certainly weren’t missionaries, we were attenders, members 
and believers.  But not Missionaries.  It was later in life when I learned that indeed my true 
identity was as a sent follower of Jesus Christ and all followers of Jesus Christ are missionaries.” 

Therefore, what a wonderful opportunity we have to serve the Lord as missionaries here by doing 
White Cross work.  Indeed it is true, not many of us are called to be missionaries overseas, however, 
we are doing missionary work when we supply the Mission Hospitals in Cameroon with rolled 
bandages, baby jackets, diapers and blankets, hospital supplies etc..  From here we can send supplies, 
and funds for much needed hospital supplies and most importantly pray. 

Much prayer is needed for Cameroon and the current political situation.  Although there is unrest in 
the country, the medical work continues, and we still support the work.  In the last year, we were able 
to send 1812 lbs. of White Cross supplies out to the field, the most ever in one year.  As the sick come 
to the hospitals for medical attention, they hear the gospel, and many have become believers. 

In 1954, the Cameroon Baptist Convention (a denomination in Cameroon) was formally founded.  In 
2017, it had 1,529 churches and 218,230 members.  God is at work in a mighty way.  He promises in 
Matt 28:20 – “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age”.  Let us continue faithfully in 
His work. 
--Submitted by Ursula Ruediger and Joan Rompf 
 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox 

Bethany Baptist Church has participated in the Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox program almost from the start and continues to do so each year.    

This year 2019, 135 boxes were returned. 

YOUR EFFORTS this year will help 135 boys and girls 
who will be the recipients of these shoeboxes 

through Operation Christmas Child.   

THANK YOU and the Lord bless you for your love, kindness and 
generosity in ministering to and providing for the less fortunate. 
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From the Mission’s Corner 

Well……it’s that time of year.  The leaves are falling, the roads 
are wet, the galoshes are being used, and the furnace is getting 
a work out.  Oh yes…..at Costco it’s been Christmas for a month 
already!!  Even though our Thanksgiving has come and gone, 

we still need to be continually thankful for what the Lord has done for us AND will do for us. 

Have you noticed anything different in the church foyer?  The large, green World Map is gone 
and the picture of our Missionaries has been moved just to the left of The Hub door.  Take a 
look at their pictures.  Although some pics are not their latest, pay attention to their names and 
PRAY for them throughout the week. 

Speaking of missionaries, our missionary to Japan, Yuri Nakano, will be with us in January.  The 
weekend of January 26th to be exact.  We look forward to hosting her and hearing about her 
work. 

Also in January is Missions Fest 2020….the theme this 
year is “Altar Vision”.  The conference is only a 2 day 
event this year…..January 31 & February 1.  As usual 
there is NO entrance fee but Pre-registration is again 
required, either online or at the door.  See the following 
excerpt from the Missions Fest website: 

“What does it look like to live a life surrendered to Christ?  The apostle Paul uses 
expressions like “living sacrifice” (Romans 12:1,2) and “poured out” (Philippians 2:17) to 
describe the all-or-nothing nature of a life lived for Jesus.  Jesus is worthy of all our love 
and adoration.  Loving him is our highest calling as Christians and our greatest joy. 

In return, we experience the love of Jesus like a spring of water that bubbles up in us and 
flows outward touching our families, church communities, neighbourhoods, and jobs.  This 
water is life. It brings healing, reconciliation and wholeness. 

Unfortunately, many of us have “stones” in our lives blocking the flow of life-giving water.  
If you desire to experience more of the life of Jesus, then please join us this year for a 
journey of consecration that will culminate in the 2020 Missions Fest Conference.  

How to Participate in Consecration.  It is no surprise that all of us follow Jesus imperfectly, 
but we’re asking God to reveal to each of us any areas of our lives that need to be 
adjusted and recommitted to Jesus so that he can rule and reign in us.  We believe that 
where the spring looks like a trickle, there could be a flood!” 

For more information see www.missionsfestvancouver.ca or ask Les & Cheryl Huber.  We are 
Bethany’s Reps to the conference. 
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A recent updated newsletter from our missionaries in Romania, Paul & Tanya Gericke, can be 
found on the Bethany Website.  Here is an excerpt: 

After a long time of waiting, working, planning, 
and after generous donations and countless hours 
of work from faithful volunteers, the container 
arrived at Camp Falcon Rock!  This project was not 
been an easy one, or without its struggles but it 
was certainly worth the wait and hard work as it 
arrived with over $60,000.00 worth of equipment, 
materials and resources that will further the 
development and ministry of Camp Falcon Rock. 
As we think of the hundreds of children and youth that were on Camp Falcon Rock’s 
property this past summer; hearing the Good news of Jesus Christ, being discipled and 
formed into leaders and those who participated in social and educational programs, we 
are reminded of why this container is so important.  The container itself, along with the 
items inside, will allow for further development to host more campers, provide supplies for 
teaching and recreational activities for our programs and resources that allow for 
smoother and easier operations at the camp.  Already the majority of these items have 
been removed from the container and put to use!  So a huge THANK YOU to those who 
helped support and pray for this incredible blessing. 

This Fall the camp team is focusing its construction efforts on a couple of key projects that 
when finished will set us up for beginning our main lodge in the Spring!  The crew is 
working tirelessly to close up and tie in our water lines to our water tanks before the snow 
comes.  This will allow for us to have running water to our main building, which means we 
will not need to use our old temporary system nor will we have to haul jugs of water from 
the spring up to our main building.  We are very much looking forward to this project 
being completed.  The team is also working on finishing the existing building large storage 
shed and a container house which will be Tamas and Tunde’s staff house so that they can 
move up to the camp this Spring.  This is vital as the camp operations continues to grow 
and include year round ministry.  We are so encouraged by the amount of people using 
the camp each week but it does mean we need more staff to be on property full time. 

Please continue to lift this ministry up in prayer: 

 Pray for winter to hold off another month so that the team can tie in the water lines 
so that the spring can flow freely into our water tanks 

 Pray for our teens as we step into a new bible study with them on the book of James 

 Pray for our team as we focus on vision casting for this next year 

Paul and Tanya are also sponsoring a Christmas Fundraiser to bring in funds for the next phase 
of Camp Falcon Rock…..The Main Lodge. 

Visit their website www.rootsinromania.com for more info OR see Les & Cheryl. 



Bethany Life and Times Newsletter                                                                  Page 10 

 

 

 

 

Finally, an update from the Chain of Love Depositable Recycling Bin.  
As you may or may not know, the deposits on soda cans, water bottles….anything which 
was 5 cents….is NOW 10 cents.  As of Nov. 18th, we have collected $730.00. (over 9,000 
containers) That’s approx. $75/week.  We are on a pace to bring in between $3,500 & 
$4,000 by next August.  KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK! 

As we enter this season of advent, may our thoughts shift to the real reason for the season.  
May the things of this world, which will attempt to demand our focus, not take first place in our 
lives.  As we gather with friends and family may we be mindful of those who don’t have that 
option.  Aim to make a difference in someone’s life this Christmas.  

Remember to pray for our missionaries many of whom will be far from family this Christmas. 
God bless you one and all! 
--Les Huber and the Missions Committee 
 

 
Bethany Library December 2019 Newsletter 

Just a few items to report:  
1) Prayer is answered.  Daniel Chan is our new library volunteer helping 

out with the Chinese cataloguing and other library function.  
2) Margaret Leman, our long time library volunteer, is on leave due to 

her recent injury.  Although she is better now please continue to pray for her recovery.  
3) In addition to the new books, 8 compact reference style pamphlets covering a wide 

range of Biblical topics are now available for workshops or family night discussion.  14 
full-color and laminated panels, each is a beautifully illustrated guide with time line, 
map and family tree.  They are stored in a clear plastic bag with their own synopsis, and 
will be kept on top of the fireplace between now and December.  

Continue to check out our online library catalogue for:  Ecclesiastes, Christian theology, 
contemporary Christian youth reading material, Apologetics, Christian living, Spiritual growth, 
Prayer books, Bible stories, Chinese/English language juvenile books..  
(https://www.librarycat.org/lib/BethanyBaptistBC/). 

Until then, wishing you all a warm and merry Christmas.  
--from the Bethany Library staff 
 

“The very purpose of Christ’s coming into the world was that he might offer up his 
life as a sacrifice for the sins of men. He came to die. This is the heart of 
Christmas.” 
--Rev. Billy Graham 
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Gallimaufry 

Preaching and teaching topics for the spring and summer months: 
1. Preaching – Pastor Stef will be continuing his sermon series on the 

Book of Acts, 
2. Teaching – On Friday nights, Pastor Stef will continue with book of 

John (7-8 pm) and “Can Evangelicals Learn from World Religions?” 
(8-9 pm) 

On Sunday, October 20, since October is designated as Pastor Appreciation Month, Don 
Leman, the Board Chair, publicly recognized and thanked the pastors and staff during the 
Worship service for their faithfulness.  Leona Wiebe presented each one with a gift certificate. 

Focus on Missions – During October Missions Month and November Missions Moments, the 
following individuals shared about some of their personal missions involvement or Bethany’s 
missions involvement:  Randy & Teri Tait shared about ministering to motorcyclists in Sturgis, 
SD; Noah & Temera Millar shared about their NAIM work; Cal Hohn and Dr. Ncham Godwill 
Chiatoh (Executive President of the Cameroon Baptist Convention) shared about the situation 
in Cameroon; Les, Cheryl & Laura Huber shared about their missions trip to Hungary and 
Romania; Ed & Pennie Dubland shared about their palliative care ministry in northern India. 

On Sunday, November 17, the membership voted to hire Christine Pfortmueller for the position 
of Executive Director.  The start date would be effective after finding a replacement for 
Christine’s position as Co-Director of Children’s Ministries.  Later on the Board would begin the 
search process to hire a part-time Associate Pastor. 

Don’t forget to check your mailboxes periodically.  If you don’t have one, please go to the 
Welcome Centre and arrange to get one. 

Encouragement Cards can be found in the bottom right mail slot.  Why not pick one up and 
write a short note of encouragement to someone?  It may make their day; it may just be what 
they needed to hear, etc. 

Check out the Welcome Centre – There may be information there that might be of interest to 
you. 

Bethany Baptist Prayer Chain – If you are not on our list and would like to be, please let the 
church office know.  For any prayer requests that you would like to send out, please email these 
to the church office at: receptionist@bethanybaptist.bc.ca. 
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Christmas Season is here!  Have you made your wish list yet?  Or maybe you are just trying to 
survive until Winter Break?  Either way, it is great to have some time to take a breather, think 
back on the Fall that just zoomed by, as well as look ahead to 2020. 

Take a minute and ask yourself these two questions: What drained the life out of you this Fall?  
What was it that made you feel really alive?  Then lift those things to God.  Ask Him to help you 
work towards more of what made you come alive, and ask Him to form you into a better person 
from the tough stuff. 

We can look back at the Fall together in regards to Bethany Youth 
Ministries: We kicked off with our 2nd Annual Master Chef Bethany: 
Mystery Box Edition.  What a blast!  Some of our other events were 
Dead Cat 2, our costume party, Clue (of course), and our Bob Ross-
themed Christmas party!!  Our Alive series this Fall was the 5-Alive 

Challenge.  No, it wasn’t about drinking more citrus juice.  Each Alive night we looked at an 
ancient Christian practice that helps people be more attentive to God in their life’s.  We looked 
at Christian meditation, The Daily Examen (evaluating one’s day according to the 2 questions 
asked above), giving/doing good deeds in secret, imaginative Bible reading, and gratitude 
journaling or notes to people. Hopefully, these practical practices can help each student grow in 
their walk with Jesus. 

We also joined with other youth groups in Richmond for 3 separate 604 Network events: 
Chapel, Serve, and Clue.  These were a way for us to all worship together, serve those in need 
together, and reach out to our friends. 

Looking ahead to 2020, we have lots in store!  We will kick off the New Year with our fav Glow 
Games, then a new event involving Llamas and gold (weird, right?!), a tie-dye night, a photo 
scavenger hunt and our 30-hour famine overnighter to start Spring Break. 

Alive nights this winter will be Youth Alpha Canada’s brand new series.  This can be a great 
chance to bring friends and take a look at who Jesus is through fresh eyes. 

Sunday morning small groups are weekly at 8:45 am, where students meet with their own age 
group (mostly) and a leader.  There is bible study, prayer and support for one another.  We 
meet in the youth room, and the first one of the New Year will be January 12th. 

Usually on Sunday mornings, these students are also serving throughout the church.  They help 
all throughout the Children’s Ministry, they run sound and power point, and help with serving 
coffee and goodies in the Hub often as well.   

Please keep Bethany’s students in your prayers. 
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We also have a new and growing Young Adults group (age 18-
30 something) that is meeting on Tuesday’s in the Hub.  They 
have a meal together and then Bible Study.  This group is also 
heavily involved in the life of the church.  They make up the 

majority of the Youth Leaders, and they also help in Children’s Ministry and the sound booth as 
well.  Many of the Young Adults are at the church a minimum of 3 times a week in some form of 
service or study.  In a world that tries to choke out faith, these young adults at Bethany are 
fighting the good fight. 

Please pray for them as well. 

--Pastor Kelly, Youth Pastor 
 
 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE HIGHLIGHTS 

The Friendship Circle is a fellowship of believers and friends, age 60+ which 
meets every second Tuesday in the lounge.  The meeting starts at 10:00 am 
where people can play carpet bowling, play table games, roll White Cross 
bandages, or just talk with one another.  Around noon, everyone moves to 

the centre lounge for lunch, followed by a program and the meeting ends around 2:00 pm.  
Occasionally, special events are held away from the church. 

We want to share some of the highlights of our activities that were held since the last 
newsletter: 

 We had testimonies shared by Edith Jerominski, Mach Budai and Shirley von Chance 

 We had our Thanksgiving lunch with a program planned by Dorle Koltzenburg 

 We had Kuno share about The Feasts and watched a Focus on the Family dvd on “The 
Death and Resurrection of the Messiah:  Power to the People” about the Day of 
Pentecost 

 We had a program planned by Rosie Ronsano on Psalm 23 

 We had our Christmas lunch with Pastor Stef sharing a devotional 

We encourage and welcome other seniors to join us for fellowship and worship in this ministry.  
Contact Pastor Joe for further details. 
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SELF DEFENSE CLASS – THE PHILOSOPHY 

My instructor many years ago introduced us to the 4 main 
pillars of the martial art he was teaching: "Humility, Trust, 

Loyalty and Honesty”.  I explained prior to starting the self defense class that the training must 
approach not only the physical but mental and spiritual facets of any student.  The thread that 
runs through the 4 pillars is the spiritual.  From a purely physical perspective, humility, trust, 
loyalty and honesty can be demonstrated in the daily actions of a person.  Thinking and 
reasoning as well as understanding these 4 pillars is always a work in progress.  As such the 
physical demonstration becomes more personal and acute only with reason and understanding.  
However the spiritual application always comes from the deepest part of anyone, which we as 
followers of Jesus Christ would refer to as coming from the heart. 

Let me refer you to some scripture to make a clearer analogy. 
Humility:  Philippians 2 is my favourite place to go as Paul unpacks the humility of Christ 
which is a mystery as well as an inspiration "Do nothing out of selfish ambition (not even self 
defense training) or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves”. 
Trust:  Psalms 13:5 "But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation”.  
Personal knowledge and the presence of God’s love for us is constant and foundational in all 
circumstances even defending ones self or others. 
Loyalty:  We would commonly find this in scripture using the word faithfulness.  Psalms 91:4 
"He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; His faithfulness 
will be your shield and rampart”. 
Honesty:  Proverbs 16:13 "Kings take pleasure in honest lips; they value a man who speaks 
the truth”. 

As I have thought and considered these 4 pillars over the years, I feel that they are offered to us 
as we surrender to God’s power in our lives.  If we consider the fruit of the Spirit as described 
by the Apostle Paul in Galatians 5, we can understand how the Spirit’s work in us can not only 
bring understanding but also loving and pure application of these important virtues in our lives.  
Sorry for being “preachy” however learning to defend one’s self or others is not a separate path 
as we walk more towards God’s narrative and away from our own. 
--Phil Hauser 

 

(Phil and Cheryl Hauser taught a six week Women’s 
Self Defense Class during October and November on 
Friday nights at Bethany to about 20 women.  
Pictured are the graduates who completed all six 
classes.) 
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LOOKING AHEAD 
(Always check your church bulletin and the “What’s Happening at Bethany 
Baptist“ emails for latest and new information.)  

 

 

 

Christmas Events 
 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 -  

Bethany Kids’ Christmas Pageant – 10:00am 
Join us for a special Worship Service. 

Hear the Christmas story through the eyes of our kids,  
as they lead us in song, scripture, & prayer. 

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 
Adult Christmas Banquet – 6:30pm 

Our guest speaker this year is Norm Poelke 
(formerly the NAB Vice-President for international Missions) 

Tickets cost $17 each and will be available beginning  
on Sunday, November 24 at the Events Table. 

 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
Christmas Eve Service – 6:00pm 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 
Christmas Dinner – 2:00pm 

If you know of anyone who will be alone this Christmas,  
please invite them to join you for this event. 
Contact the church office to RSVP your spot. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26 
Church Family Boxing Day Skate – 10:00am-12:00pm 

Join us at Ladner Leisure Centre 
(4600 Clarence Taylor Crescent) in Delta 

for some family fun - on us! 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 
Join with us at 10:00am as other churches in Richmond  
gather together with us here at Bethany for worship. 

 
 

Wed, Jan 1 New Year’s Day 
Jan 31 – Feb 1 Missions Fest 2020 – Theme: Altar Vision 
Mon, Feb 17 Family Day 
Sun, Mar 8 Daylight Savings Time begins 
Fri, Apr 10 Good Friday 
Sun, Apr 12 Easter Sunday 
Sun, May 10 Mother’s Day 
Mon, May 18 Victoria Day 
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Putting Christ into Christmas 

’Twas the night before Christmas, the eve of Christ’s birth; 
Many people were resting all over the earth. 
The shepherds were watching their sheep in the night,  
When all of a sudden they saw a bright light. 
And what to their wondering eyes should appear 
But a beautiful Angel, high up in the air. 
He face was all shining; his garment so bright, 
That the shepherds began to tremble with fright. 
But as he came nearer, the words that he said 
Soon gave them to know there was nothing to dread. 
He told them of “Peace,” with no fear or danger, 
For their Wonderful Gift they would find in a manger. 
So leaving their sheep they went into town,  
To seek for this Gift; they would look all around. 
They came to the stable, the covers they lift, 
And there in a manger, God’s Wonderful Gift. 
So pure and so holy, so full of God’s love, 
They knew it was Jesus, God’s gift from above. 
And so as they returned from this Wonderful Boy, 
Their hearts were all running over with joy. 
And so as we think of this Saviour again, 
May our worship this Christmas not be in vain. 
Let us love Him and trust Him; there’s none that’s too small;   
May the Lord richly bless you.  Happy Christmas to all. 
— William E. Jasper 

WHY GO TO CHURCH? 

A church-goer wrote a letter to the editor of the newspaper and complained that it made no 
sense to go to church every Sunday.  “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that time I 
have heard something like 3,000 sermons.  But for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one 
of them.  So I think I’m wasting my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at 
all.” 

This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the Editor” column, much to the delight of the 
editor.  It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: 

“I’ve been married for 30 years now.  In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals.  
But for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals.  But I do 
know this: They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work.  If my 
wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today.  Likewise, If I had not 
gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!” 


