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Loving God with all your Mind 

I’ve heard it too many times and it always distresses 
me. Statements like, “My friend is not a Christian 
because she’s too much of a thinker”.  It’s distressing 
me that people have been made to believe that 
Christianity and the life of thinking are at odds with 

one another, but it’s heartbreaking when Christians tell me this as if they also believe that thinking is 
a barrier to faith.  

In her memoir, Not that Kind of Girl, Carlene Bauer talks about being inspired by a poet in high school 
by saying, “Her poems were written with a paring knife, stripped and carved until the most perfect 
arrangement of words emerged – I wanted to write as carefully.”  But then goes on to discuss the 
upbringing of evangelical environment by saying, “The Bible commanded me to use my talents, but it 
also told me to use them sparingly, because pride goeth before a fall, and since there was nothing in 
evangelical Christianity suggesting intelligence should be used for God, I was sure that when people 
talked about using our gifts to glorify him, it meant that God was going to put me to work writing 
devotional guides for teenage girls.” (Italics mine).  

When I read this I shouted, “Not again!!!”  Of course God wants us to use our minds and be the best 
poets, journalist, authors, and lyricists we can be.  And not just for evangelistic purposes, but to 
display beauty, truth and goodness, even in the way we orchestrate words.  God is the creator of 
words.  Or, better put the other-way-round, God is the Word who creates through words.  And we are 
made in his image. It is thinking and words that distinguish us from the animals and make us like God.  
Unfortunately, Carlene didn’t continue in the Christian faith. Her church never taught her things like 
this, and even saw thinking as dangerous.  We lose too many like Carlene. Not because they think, but 
because we don’t.  

One of my favorite bands growing up was the Christian group Petra.  Unfortunately, in a song called 
“Lift Him Up”, they have the terrible line, “It doesn’t take much theology, just lift him up so the world 
can see.”  The fallacy in this sentiment is great (and ironic, since many of Petra’s other songs have 
great theological depth).  

How do we lift up a God we haven’t even gotten to know?  To lift God up is to acknowledge, and live 
by, the truths that he is all-powerful, all-knowing, all-present, jealous, gracious, compassionate, slow 
to anger, filled with unfailing love, etc? Isn’t this theology?  And, to lift him up, isn’t it to reflect on 
what these attributes of God mean? Theology again!  Without doing that we can fall into the danger 
of “lifting up” the wrong God, even if we “name” him the God of the Bible. Does “unfailing love” mean 
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that God is simply there to grant all our wishes?  Does God’s all-powerfulness deny human free will? 
Again, I’m doing theology.  

And all of this is the heartbeat of the contemplative life that desires to know and love God, and lift 
him up.  It is because we have so little theology that the world is having a hard time seeing him in us, 
not because we have too much of it.  Often what people are hearing preached in many of our 
churches is what Christian Smith calls “moralistic therapeutic deism” rather than the gospel of 
resurrection and new creation.  So much so that when the real gospel is preached today, many, even 
in the church, no longer recognize it.   

Jesus told his disciples to go out “baptizing people in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and 
teaching these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.”  In other words, Jesus was 
calling us to do theology.  This is so much more than just telling people to “accept Jesus into their 
heart.”  Who is Jesus?  What is baptism?  Who is this Father, Son and Holy Spirit who share a name?  
What are these commands that Jesus is talking about?  Again, it sounds like we are doing theology.  
There is simply no way to grow as a Christian without engaging the life of the mind.  To know him we 
need to know about him.  And if God is eternally vast, there is no end to our delighting (and 
struggling) with who he is and what he is doing.  

One of the “Biblical” proofs some people use to encourage anti-intellectual faith is that Acts 4 
describes Peter and John as “uneducated fishermen.”  Not only does this ignore that over half the 
New Testament was written by Doctor Luke and the apostle Paul, who was trained under the top 
rabbi of his day (Acts 5:34 & Acts 22:3), but also that the uneducated part, regarding Peter and John, 
is in the context of the way the prideful priests looked down upon them.   

The truth is that all Jewish men were educated in Jesus day, so that they could read the Torah.  Peter 
was also not merely a fisherman, but probably running a fishing business.  And John 18:15-16 says 
that John was known by the high priest and had access to the inner court yard, causing some to 
believe he may have worked as a scribe at one time.  When it says in Acts that they had no special 
training, or we uneducated, it means that they were not trained like the members of the council.  
They weren’t Ivy League scholars, like the members of the council, (although Luke and Paul certainly 
were).  But Peter and John weren’t illiterate ignoramuses.  And they certainly were educated.  

It would be astonishing for God to have chosen 66 books, writing over a period of 1000 years, and 
filling about 1500 pages in our modern book form, just to say no more than “accept Jesus into your 
heart so you can go to heaven when you die.”  Maybe this is fine when you are in grade 1, (but even 
then that is not exactly the truth), but to not move beyond that is deplorable.  And the result is that 
too many Carlene’s leave the faith feeling that “there was nothing in evangelical Christianity 
suggesting intelligence should be used for God.”  The writer of Hebrews, and Paul in 1 Corinthians and 
elsewhere, does not find that acceptable.  

You have been believers so long now that you ought to be teaching others. Instead, you need someone 
to teach you again the basic things about God’s word.  You are like babies who need milk and cannot 
eat solid food. (Heb. 5:12).  

We encourage the discipleship of the mind at Bethany.  We believe that you cannot grow as a 
Christian without growing in your thinking about God in Christ.  Certainly our faith is about more than 
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just the life of the mind.  No one is arguing that.  But it is not less.  And, at least in the circles I walk in, 
overemphasising the life of the mind is needed to help compensate for its’ neglect.    

Look over the following classes we are offering to help you in the discipleship of the mind.  I strongly 
encourage you to sign up and participate in one of them.  If this is not possible, at very minimum, 
choose one of the books listed and read it on your own.  

God has saved us and has called us to renew our minds so that we are not sucked into the stories our 
world is asking us to join.  Instead, we are to get sucked into God’s story (Rom. 12:1) of “his kingdom 
come, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10) through resurrection and new creation (Rev. 21).    
--Pastor Stef 
 

Adult Learning Fall Opportunities 

1) Sunday mornings: 9:00-9-45am, starting Sept. 8  
“Learning to Pray while Praying” – with Pastor Stef in the boardroom  
Book:  Leonardo Boff – “The Following of Jesus”  
https://www.amazon.ca/Following-Jesus-Reply-Imitation-Christ/dp/1626983100/ 
ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1565807686&sr=8-1-fkmr0  

2) Friday nights: 7-9pm, starting Sept. 13  
a) “Theological Foundations” – teaching and discussion lead by Pastor Stef  
Book:  Michael Reeves, “Delighting in the Trinity”  
https://www.amazon.ca/Delighting-Trinity-Michael-eeves/dp/0830839836/ref=sr_1_1? 
keywords=delighting+in+the+trinity&qid=1565982320&s=gateway&sr=8-1 

b) “How to Read the Bible” – book study hosted by Nancy Piva  
Book:  Gordon Fee & Douglas Steward – “How to Read the Bible for all its Worth”  
https://www.amazon.ca/How-Read-Bible-All-Worth/dp/0310517826/ref=sr_1_1? 
keywords=reading+the+bible+for+all+its+worth&qid=1565982463&s=gateway&sr=8-1  

3) Every second Wednesday: Men’s Study: 7:30-9pm, starting Sept. 18  
“In Depth Theological Study” – Teaching and discussion lead by Pastor Stef  
Book:  Daniel Migliore’s “Faith Seeking Understanding”  
https://www.amazon.ca/Faith-Seeking-Understanding-Daniel-Migliore/dp/0802871852/ 
ref=sr_1_1?keywords=faith+seeking+understanding&qid=1565982556&s=gateway&sr=8-1 

 
Faithful With Much 

At a Wednesday evening church meeting a very wealthy man rose to give his testimony.  

"I'm a millionaire," he said, "and I attribute it all to the rich blessings of God in my life.  I 
can still remember the turning point in my faith, like it was yesterday.  I had just earned my first dollar and I 
went to a church meeting that night.  The speaker was a missionary who told about his work.  I knew that I 
only had a dollar bill and had to either give it all to God's work or nothing at all.  So at that moment I 
decided to give my whole dollar to God.  I believe that God blessed that decision, and that is why I am a 
rich man today."  

As he finished it was clear that everyone had been moved by this man's story.  But, as he took his seat, a 
little old lady sitting in the same pew leaned over and said: "Wonderful story! I dare you to do it again!" 
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From the Executive Pastor 

As most of you have heard, September 22 is my last Sunday at 
Bethany.  Since our kids have moved to the Toronto area, we have 
decided to pursue ministry in that area so we can have closer contact 

with them and their kids.  Our plan is to work with churches who are between pastors.  During that 
transition time, it is a great opportunity to re-evaluate how things are going and what is most 
important.  The first church we will work with is in Orillia.  I pray that the Lord will use us to help 
churches take next steps.  I’m very thankful for your acceptance of us and the trust you have put in 
me these past almost 2 years.  This is a fast changing world and you have undergone a lot of change at 
Bethany also – yet I believe the Lord is leading you through it all.  I have faith that Bethany will be a 
beacon of light to a new generation who doesn’t have the same Christian background – but who very 
much need Jesus.  The mission field has come to Richmond, and you are the missionaries. 

Normally the summers are a bit slower around the church, but not this year.  This year we ended VBS 
with a fun VBS Sunday and invited kids and parents to the service, followed by a hotdog lunch.  We 
had a great turnout of community families, which we pray will begin a connection with our church 
family.  Coming to church and connecting with Christians is a great way to “see” the gospel.  After VBS 
we began doing carpets and paint on the top level.  Our child care centre has footed a substantial bill 
in order to see this happen.  Carpets are complete now and we are just getting the last little bit of 
painting finished.  I encourage you to check out the new look.  We also had a few days of filming by a 
movie company – which is a real help to us financially.  Then we began work in the Chapel (which we 
will now refer to as the Hub (of activity).  Fresh paint, feature wall and some redecorating and 
furniture are all being worked on.  We hope it will be ready for Sept 15, but we are somewhat 
dependent on others in this area. 

We will stick with our summer hours throughout the year now which will provide us with more time 
after the service to have coffee with others and begin friendships.  The Hub will be open after the 
service for people to visit and to hear live music from some of our locally gifted people.  From time to 
time there may be some presentations also during that time.  Our Sunday morning programming will 
also look a little different.  Our adult sessions will take place during the week rather than Sunday 
morning.  Please check out the options. 

Work has begun across the road on a townhouse development.  We will soon have new neighbours to 
reach out to.  We are beginning to discuss possibilities.  Please pray that the Lord will make 
opportunities for us, and that our people will respond to those moments in great ways. 

Financially speaking, we try to stretch our dollars as much as possible by making good financial 
decisions.  Your giving enables us to minister to people from a wide range of backgrounds.  We’ve 
seen some great things happen lately.  The Chinese Ministries had a very good year with Alpha and 
quite a number of people have given their heart to the Lord and are being baptized.  This is such a 
great sign of God being at work in people’s lives.  We are thankful for some financial support from our 
district which has helped our people to do interesting things to show God’s love to their community.  
We believe great seeds are being planted – and God will make those seeds grow.  There has been 
some very good response from younger families who really love our church.  We see God stirring in 
ways which speaks well for the future of our church.  So I want to encourage you to keep asking the 



                  Bethany Life and Times Newsletter                                                                  Page 5 

 

Lord “what part do you want me to play?”  Prayer, encouragement, giving, friendliness, and inviting 
people to coffee are great ways to be part of what God is doing.  

Important Dates: 
Sept 8  Kickoff Sunday 
Sept 15 Opening of the Hub 
Sept 25 Member’s Budget meeting 
October Missions Emphasis Month 
Oct 4-5 Without a Passport – reaching the world living next door 
Oct-Nov Women’s self-defence class 

Thank you for all your support and encouragement along the way.  That has made my work here very 
meaningful.  There are great things happening here and I pray that the Lord will give you courage and 
hope for the future.  I see God at work and I believe he will continue to do his will.  I will miss many of 
you. 
--Pastor Jerry 
 

 
BAPTISMS 

On Sunday, September 1, the following 8 people were baptised:  
Cherry Chen   Na Li 
May Cheng   Winni Mai 
Katrina Guo   Jack Xu 
Joanne He   Kathy Zhang 

On Sunday, September 22, the following 3 people will be baptised: 
Weny So 
Shibu Thomas 
Raji Thomas 

Remember to pray for these individuals and encourage them. 

 

CHILD DEDICATION 

On Sunday, September 8, the following people dedicated their children. 
Nathan and Miriam Still dedicated their sons  

Timothy Johnathan and Philip Barnabas 
     Sunny and Ina Yu dedicated their sons Noah and Isaac 

Remember to pray for these families, encourage and support them. 

Anyone interested in baptism and/or church membership and child dedication should contact Pastor 
Stef or the church office. 
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CONGRATULATIONS, 2019 GRADUATES! 
 

It has been 51 years since Bethany began (in 1968) this recognition and 
celebration of the high school graduates, and once again it was a very 
special evening (Sunday, June 2) for eight high school graduates and their 
families and friends.  Graduating from Grade 12 this year were:  

 
Tarek Baratta 
Laresha Bascombe 
Isabella De Conti 
Ethan Holmes 
Phoebe Lu 
Ryan Pfortmueller 
Lauren Schunter 
Grace Wang 

 

We also acknowledged three Post Secondary graduates:  
Cody Bromley – BSc Physical Geography Certificate in Spatial Information Systems, SFU 
Jessie Bromley – BA in Psychology, SFU 
Connor Pfortmueller – BSc in Chemistry, SFU 

What a delightful group of young people and very talented!  We celebrated each of the high school 
graduates with pictures and stories and pictures at the memory table. 

Thanks to Tillie Mueller who provided and prepared the food for the delicious dinner buffet and to 
the many helpers who setup, serve and cleanup for the evening. 

Amanda Stevenson emceed the evening.    Special music was provided by the Youth Praise Team, and 
later from one of the graduates, Phoebe Lu.  The theme for Grad 2019 was “Doing Life Together” and 
the Scripture verse was “so encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already 
doing” (1 Thess 5:11).  Amanda Stevenson and Pastor Kelly shared in the introduction of each of the 
graduates, followed by a video clip of that graduate.  On behalf of Women’s Ministries, Heather 
Senges then followed up with a presentation of a framed picture and selected Scripture verse.  Tarek 
Baratta and Ethan Holmes presented some “Life in 2001” trivia questions via the internet; 2001 was 
the year these graduates were born.  Pastor Kelly Madland gave the challenge to the graduates.   
Isabella De Conti and Ryan Pfortmueller gave a response on behalf of the graduates.  The whole 
Bethany family blesses these graduates as they go off into a new world after high school. 

PRAY for all the graduates and encourage them as they have reached an important milestone in their 
lives and as they consider their future education or vocational opportunities.  May they seek God’s 
will to direct them as they live for Him. 
--reported by Terry Nishi; grad picture taken by Shawna De Conti 

 

An optimistic farmer gave hot water to his hens.  He wanted them to lay hard-
boiled eggs. 
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White Cross Turns 100 Years Old! 

The ministry of White Cross grew out of the Red Cross work being done 
everywhere during the First World War.  In 1919, the year after the war ended, 
American Baptist women inaugurated the White Cross program.   

Bethany women have been doing White Cross work since 1954. 

Since its inception NAB White Cross has directly and tangibly participated in the compassionate care 
ministry of hospitals in Cameroon and Nigeria.  

In May, we received a White Cross update from Ai Ojima, in Edmonton, who writes: 
“You have been an integral part of a ministry with 100 years of history. Perhaps it was your 
prayer.  Perhaps it was 5 minutes spent tearing sheets and rolling them into a bandage that 
gave someone in West Africa access to health care.  Or perhaps it was sewing baby layettes, 
or sending funds to ship them – to warm the hearts of many mothers in Cameroon.  Whatever 
your gifts were, God has used them in powerful ways.  Happy Centenary, White Cross! 

In this work, we abide by two key principles: partnership and quality.  By partnering with local 
nationals in Cameroon, we ensure the goods we ship meet the needs they identify without 
undercutting local markets.  We always have quality in mind.   The items we send have to be 
built to last long and be worth the cost of shipping. 

 It is from the community of Edmonton White Cross volunteers that the idea of celebrating the 
100th Anniversary of White Cross came.  Those volunteers worked in the shipping center for a 
total of 482 hours in 2018. 

Your support is crucial to meet the needs.  While a gift of any amount is helpful, we have a 
suggestion: a $100 gift to celebrate 100 years. 

Thank you in advance for your generous contribution and for supporting the life-changing 
ministry of White Cross.” 

Why does the White Cross ministry need funds? 
It is now suggested that we as a church send $2.00 per pound to cover the cost of sending the 
shipping container from the Edmonton shipping center to West Africa.  That is up from $1.50 
per pound which was the case for many, many years.   

In the last 12 months, we at Bethany have shipped 1600 pounds of White Cross boxes.   

A big thank you to Les Huber for handling all those boxes (95 of them).  He gets a very special rate for 
us so the shipping from Vancouver to Edmonton only comes to about $250 per year – Amazing! 

Also, we buy $600+ of flannel, each year.  The fabric is used to sew the baby blankets, diapers, and 
jackets, that make up the coveted baby layettes that are given to the mothers of newborns in the 
maternity wards:- so cute.   

over 160 sent;  over 500 sent 
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Thank you to each one of you that knitted over 800 hats and 450 dish/face cloths. We 
were also able to send 6200 rolled bandages and 870 squares  

It is wonderful to see that women from different churches and cultures are coming 
together and seeing the need in Cameroon and wanting to bless them.  

These verses came to mind:- 

Therefore My people will know My name; therefore they will know on that day that I am He who 
speaks. Here I am!”  How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings,………(Isaiah 52:6-7) 

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you 
will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.  (Colossians 3:23-
24, English Standard Version (ESV) 

Blessings, 
--Submitted by Ursula Ruediger and Joan Rompf 
 

Summer Ladies Backyard Party 

This year the annual backyard party was held at the Senges’ home in 
Vancouver on Thursday, July 8, 2019.  Though the weather had been 
cool and cloudy all week, the evening of the party was sunny and 
pleasant, and about 35 ladies enjoyed the time together.  Harry had 
worked hard to make the garden beautiful, and the baskets and 
flower beds were in full bloom with vibrant colour.  Small tables had 
been set up in the garden so the ladies could sit and talk together.  
Huge blooms of blue hydrangeas were in the center of each table.  
And the ladies had brought delicious nibblies and sweets to eat and 
enjoy – many thanks!  It was a good time to connect with each other 
and enjoy an evening in the garden. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--submitted by Heather Senges; pictures by Harry Senges 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/4100.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/4998.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/5921.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/2022.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7272.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/1319.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/1319.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/8085.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7965.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/1319.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/2896.htm
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Bethany Soccer Team  

As part of the BC Christian Soccer League, the Bethany Baptist soccer team had a great 
season this year, placing 1st in our division with a record of 7 wins, 2 losses and 3 ties 
(7-2-3) and made it to the semi finals in the playoffs.   

Roland Kreise was our coach who is all around a good guy and fun to play for.  Thank 
you Roland for bringing the oranges to the game and hosting the year end BBQ as well.  I’d like to 
place some attention on Ken Strelau and Bob Blair also because they often volunteer to help carry or 
collect the ball bag and/or flags before and after games besides being the linesman – thanks guys.  
Toby Rompf thanks for filling in as coach. To all the players, many of whom were new, it was a great 
time having you on the team.  Lastly, a special thanks to all the fans that showed up.  Many of the 
games this year were late on a Monday night so your interest in watching the games was even more 
appreciated.  Tiana is one of those fans and we’re praying for her recovery.  

Soccer is a fun way to connect with some friends, run and exercise while being part of a team.  It is 
competitive however – but learning how to win and loose well is important too, and ultimately being 
a good witness of Christ in the process.  

For those interested in next season, I start building the roster in January, with practices beginning in 
March.  The season runs from April-June with playoffs in July.  Both men and women of all abilities are 
welcome but the minimum age I’d say should be 16 because it is primarily an adult league. 

Thanks,  
Andrew Buikema, Team Manager 
 

2019 Bethany Roster
 
Amit Ram 
Andrew Buikema 
Bernie Hesmert 
Brandon Steblin 
Cameron Sohm 
Connor Pfortmueller 
Daniel Chen 
Horst Hinz 
Josiah Piva 
Justin Lal 
 

 
Lariesha Bascombe 
Matthew Campbell 
Micah Piva 
Michael Buikema 
Mitchell Pfortmueller 
Ray Maroke 
Ryan Pfortmueller 
Ryan Wu 
Sarah Stelau 
Stefano Piva 
Toby Rompf 
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 MISSIONS REPORT 

CANS AND BOTTLES GALORE  

August 31, 2019 marked the end of Bethany’s Fiscal year and another 
year of your contributions to the Chain of Love bottle fund. 

Each week the refundable cans and bottles that you gather and bring 
to church result in an unbelievable gift of money for Chain of Love.  

In 2018 the total result was $1500. We were very excited.  Little did we know what was yet to come!  

Then came 2019 and your faithful contributions again allowed us to reach another milestone.  The 
total this year was $2300.  This is amazing and we would encourage you to keep up the good work of 
bringing your refundable cans and bottles……..pop, beer, wine, juice etc. and put them in the BIG 
BLUE BIN each Sunday.  Help us increase the donation total for next year!  This is one way we can 
really bless Chain of Love and the work they do.  If you have any questions email us at………. 
lclhuber@yahoo.com 

MISSION’S TRIP MEMORIES 

Any Mission’s trip somewhere in the world is usually an exciting and often a life changing experience 
as well as an encouragement for the Missionaries on the field.   

This was our experience this summer.  We (Les, Cheryl and Laura Huber) left on July 4th and in the 
blink of an eye arrived in Budapest, Hungary.  There we were 
met by Laci and Eszter Daroczi-Csuhai.  They are our Bethany 
supported NAB National Missionaries in Hatvan, Hungary.  We 
had them in our home 3 years ago when they visited Bethany 
so it was a great reunion for all.  We spent 4 days with them 
and had a chance to see and understand the work they do.  
Their main work is to bring the gospel to the Roma/Gypsy 
people who are despised throughout Central Europe.  This is 
done using CHE – Community Health Evangelism.  The Roma 
are taught practical life skills, good health care and the gospel 
is shared to lead them to Jesus.  The goal is to remove years of 

dependency and replace bad habits.  A number of Roma have 
become Christians and are working 
alongside to reach their people.  
We were able to visit a number of 
their homes, share meals with 
them and enjoy church together.  
Right now they meet in the pastor’s 
living room…..35 members or so.  It 
is a cozy time.  The pastor is using 
his own money and currently 
renovating a house with a 

basement where his family will live upstairs and the church will be in the basement.  His passion for 

 
Laci and Eszter and kids in Hungary 

Roma Pastor and family 

 
Location of new 

church/Pastor’s house 
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his people is overflowing!  We were thrilled to be able to purchase a large flat screen TV for the 
church to be used as a screen for the worship time songs.  Please pray for Laci and Eszter as they 
serve the Roma people.  They said they can’t imagine serving anywhere else.  Check them out on the 
NAB Missionary website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our adventure then continued.  Back in Budapest we met up 
with Paul Gericke as well as the rest of our mission’s team 
arriving from Lakeview Heights Baptist Church in West 
Kelowna.  There were 16 of us in total including their youth 
Pastor.  In 2 vans we headed to Camp Falcon Rock. Paul and 
Tanya Gericke and Vern and Gloria Wagner, also NAB 
missionaries that Bethany supports, are working with the 
construction of Camp Falcon Rock as well as leading each 
week of camps.  This year the camp was able to run the first 
full summer program of children and youth camps. 

After a 7 hour trip, including 90 minutes being held up at the 
border into Romania with our strange passports, we arrived at the camp.  It is located in the hills with 
a wonderful view of the area.  We were all there to be a part of the youth (age 12 and up) camp that 
would be starting the next day.  Little did we know that God was already at work in us and the kids we 
would serve.  Although we were in Romania the kids were Hungarian……a reminder of past world 
events that saw much of Hungary taken away by other countries.  Many Hungarians chose to remain 
in Romania.  In no time at all we learnt what a difficult language Hungarian is but managed to pick up 
some words.  We were thankful that a number of the campers knew some English and we also had a 
translator along to help.  

Our days were busy from early morning to night.  The camp numbered about 60 with staff and 
campers. 

Les’s duties included carrying multiple water jugs of drinking water a couple times a day from the 
spring down the hill and up to the dining hall……no easy task.  Also keeping the playing field trimmed 
and in order, helping in games with the kids, setting up the nightly campfires, helping in the kitchen 
and anything else he was asked to do.  

 
Shipping container used for children’s meetings and used clothing give 
away 

 
Missions Team 
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Cheryl was responsible for keeping the dining hall stocked, cleaned and set up after every meal as 
well as serving the food and enjoying the dish pit …….where everything was washed by hand.  Some 
time was also spent helping with crafts and field games. 

Laura was responsible for the table games events and also in the craft area.  She also kept her Mother 
company in the dish pit a number of times.  She was able to stay in a cabin with the other girls on the 
team and developed a number of friendships. 

The camp theme was “Building the Kingdom of God”.  We all heard about who Jesus is and what His 
mission for us and this world is all about.  As each day went by many of us were encouraged and 
strengthened in our walk with God.  Each day offered times of testimony and many kids and staff 
found the courage to share what God had been doing in their lives and their desire to grow closer to 
him.   The youth are a passionate group where God is concerned and their first desire is to serve Him.  
The worship times were a highlight with familiar songs where Hungarian and English languages came 
together in harmony.  Many tears were shed as God spoke into our hearts.  The evening campfires, 
always a moving time, were no different in Hungary.  Pastors from surrounding churches came to 
share their message as the full moon rose above the hills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Camp Falcon Rock 

 
 

 
DVBS 
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Camp Falcon Rock is on a mission but there is much to do.  A small 
dining hall and lodge as well as 2 large cabin buildings are 
complete.  The next goal is to build a larger multifunction lodge.  
At present funds are being gathered for this project.  Wouldn’t you 
like to be a part of it? 

As our week of camp came to an end and the campers prepared to 
leave there were many tears.  We had become a family and all of 
us will never forget our time together.  

But we were not done yet.  After we 
spent the day cleaning up the camp our team packed up and headed to a 
small village about an hour away.  This is the town where Paul and Tanya 
actually live.  It is a quiet little place down in the valley and surrounded by 
green fields and miles of sunflowers.  This is the place where twice a day 
the cattle are walked down the road to and from the pasture morning and 
night.  Watch out for those cow pies.  

Each of us was billeted out to 
different homes.  The 3 of us went to live with Marta for the 
next week.  She has a little farmyard with chickens, geese, dogs 
and cats. Her passion is to care for her guests and she did that 
too well.  Thanks to Google Translate we were able to 
communicate with her.  

The week would be spent with a team time at breakfast and 
then a drive to different village where we would hold a DVBS for 
the kids in that village.  This is the highlight of the year for these 
kids.  Before we even got to the village they were waiting for us.  
Many of the kids are Roma/Gypsy and come from very difficult backgrounds.  The next 3 hours were 
filled with lots of noise and activity.  There were times of sports, crafts, snacks, singing and teaching.  
Again it was a blessing to see them respond to love being shown to them even if it wasn’t verbal.  

We also got to enjoy times with other churches as we attended their services (men sit on one side and 
women on the other) or when they supplied our lunch time meals.  Awesome cabbage rolls!  The 
pastors of these churches gave their heartfelt thanks that we would come and minister to their 
children………children who will one day be the leaders in their church.  Those words to us took away 
any tiredness we might have been feeling.  One day we will stand side by side with many of these 
people and we will all give God the glory for what He has done. 

All too soon our 3 weeks came to an end.  Sometimes tears can only describe the experiences we 
were allowed to share.  Too often we are settled in our comfortable pews and lifestyles…taking for 
granted the comforts and freedoms we have here.  The time was a tangible reminder that God is at 
work everywhere even when we don’t think about it.  He is using willing and caring Missionaries to 
leave their families in order to show Jesus to those who don’t know.  Even if we can’t go we have so 
many other chances to pray and give and support His work.  

 
Our Hungarian Mother 

 
Helping hands 

 
Camp Falcon Rock construction 
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Please remember to pray for our Missionaries and read their frequent newsletters on the Bethany or 
NAB website. 

OCTOBER will be Missions month at Bethany.  Please come each Sunday and hear more about our 
missionaries and their corner of the world. 
--Submitted by Les Huber……Mission`s Chair  

 

DOWN MEMORY LANE – VBS Years Ago 

This past summer of VBS programming reminded me that years ago, the 
VBS week was quite different.  There was not a big gym in the old church, 
and the rooms were much smaller.  So creative programming was the 
order of the day!  With a much smaller number of children attending, it 
was easier to divide up the age groups.  So it was decided one year to take 

some of the kids for the morning to the home of Fern and Egon Nikolai in Burnaby.  They had a big 
swimming pool, hot tub and tennis court in their back yard!  So here the kids had lessons and games 
and snacks, as well as lots of time to swim and play.  Judging from our ages, Christine and I felt this 
was some time in the early 1990’s.   

 

 

 

 

 

Do you recognize any of the kids or leaders in the 
pictures? 
 
 
 
 

--submitted by Heather Senges 
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Gallimaufry 

Preaching and teaching topics for the spring and summer months: 
1. Preaching – Pastor Stef will be continuing his sermon series on the 

Book of Acts until Advent, but in addition to that, October will be a 
special “Mission’s Month” focus that will be kicked off with a guest 
speaker and weekend workshop. 

On Sunday, August 18, Pastor Jerry Ritskes announced his resignation from Bethany and will be 
moving to Ontario to be closer to their family who will be in the Toronto area.  His last Sunday at 
Bethany would be Sunday, September 22.   He and Renee will be working with churches that are in 
transition and/or between pastors.   

Don’t forget to check your mailboxes periodically.  If you don’t have one, please go to the Welcome 
Centre and arrange to get one. 

Encouragement Cards can be found in the bottom right mail slot.  Why not pick one up and write a 
short note of encouragement to someone?  It may make their day; it may just be what they needed to 
hear, etc. 

Check out the Welcome Centre – There may be information there that might be of interest to you. 

Bethany Baptist Prayer Chain – If you are not on our list and would like to be, please let the church 
office know.  For any prayer requests that you would like to send out, please email these to Marni at: 
receptionist@bethanybaptist.bc.ca. 

 
 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE HIGHLIGHTS 

The Friendship Circle is a fellowship of believers and friends, age 60+ which meets 
every second Tuesday.  The meeting starts at 10:00 am in the gym where people 
can play carpet bowling, play table games, roll White Cross bandages, or just talk 
with one another.  Around noon, everyone moves to the centre lounge for lunch, 

followed by a program and the meeting ends around 2:00 pm.  Occasionally, special events are held 
away from the church. 

We want to share some of the highlights of our activities that were held since the last newsletter: 

 We had our annual BC Ferry ride and seafood buffet 

 We had Silvia Koltzenburg share about her recent trip to Israel 

 We had Ann von Chance share about her missionary work amongst the indigenous tribes in 
Brazil 

 We had Erica Penner plan a program with Ted Penner sharing his testimony 

 We had Dieter Gotthardt share a testimony and devotional 

 We had Dr, Vic Pauls as a special speaker; he is a retired dentist and was past Chair of CARP 
Richmond/Delta Chapter 

 We had Pastor Joe share about his trip to Florida 

 We had Pastor Del Herman as our special speaker. 

We encourage and welcome other seniors to join us for fellowship and worship in this ministry.  
Contact Pastor Joe for further details. 
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Bethany Newsletter – Fall 2019 – Youth Newsletter 

This summer went WAY too fast.  I don’t want it to be over yet!!  But it is time to hit the books once 
again!  

Bethany Student Ministries had a great summer, though!  May Camp out at Greenbay was awesome 
with a band called “The Eagle & Child”, and Sid Koop speaking about our identity in Christ.  Then in July, 
Crossover was HUGE.  The first day we had almost 60 students!  And we sure loved welcoming in all the 
new kids!  The missions trip to Pelly Crossing, Yukon was amazing, and as a team, we are excited to 
share more come October during Missions month.  Among other activities, we wrapped the summer 
up, once again, with a great camping trip to Golden Ears.  

Jesse Bromley did a stellar job this summer as our Student Ministries Intern.  So many great games 
nights and outings like Buntzen Lake & Cultus Lake Water Slides!  We appreciate him very much around 
here! 

We have a great year for Youth lining up at Bethany.  We kick off on September 13th from 7-9 pm with 
Master Chef Bethany!  As many of you know, Sunday School is no longer running – but for the Youth 
we won’t let that stop us from hanging out!  Youth is moving small group time to Sunday mornings.  
We will meet at 8:45 am every Sunday morning in the Youth Room.  Please keep us in your prayers as 
we learn the Bible, share together, and pray for one another.  

The overall theme for us in Bethany Student Ministries this year is “You Are the Light of the World”.  
God calls us to be salt and light in the world, but to do that we need to have a relationship with God.  
We will explore how we can grow in Christ in our inner life, as well as live on mission – loving others 
and creating community through Christ.  We all long to be loved, and the good news is….WE ARE!  
--Pastor Kelly, Youth Pastor 
 

Bethany Library Summer 2019 Newsletter 

Hope everyone enjoyed our beautiful spring and summer.  

Just a couple of items to report:  
1) Thanks to the generous support, Bethany library has approximately $100 

from the April 28th used book sale, and proceeds is added to the Library Fund.  
2) With the retirement of our long-time volunteer Irma Dreger, Bethany Library is calling for the 

interest in volunteering with us.  There is plenty of training opportunities in different aspects of 
library function (i.e. Circulation, Cataloguing, Library operation, book ordering … ).  

Continue to check out our online library catalogue for: Ecclesiastes, Christian theology, contemporary 
Christian youth reading material, Apologetics, Christian living, Spiritual growth, Prayer books, Bible 
stories, Chinese/English language juvenile books, (https://www.librarycat.org/lib/BethanyBaptistBC/). 

Until then, happy Summer and Fall to all Bethany Baptist members.  
From the Bethany Library staff 
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Rhythms in the Chinese Ministry 

It has been a while since we reported on what is happening in the Chinese ministry at Bethany. The 
lack of reporting does not mean that there were fewer activities in the ministry.  On the contrary 
Chinese ministry has been moving quite a bit, in many different directions and in multiple layers and 
with diverse waves.  The best way to describe the current Chinese ministry is to use the word: 
rhythms. 

Towards the end of 2018, the Bethany Chinese Ministries had an opportunity to experiment in a new 
outreach program using only technology and social media.  We partnered with a group of Chinese 
Christians who work alongside with Chinese business and artists’ sectors in Vancouver for Jesus.  In a 
period of four weeks, we were able to attract 850 Vancouver residents to a Christmas celebration at 
Bethany relying only on our own talents (artists, musicians, choirs, dancers, evangelists) and only 
through social media and personal means for advertising.  This cooperative effort shows that we can 
mobilize swiftly and economically to outreach a specific group of residents with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ (in this case, the significance of Christmas).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The demographics of newcomers to Vancouver changes from time to time, especially among the 
Chinese.  Interestingly, one of the latest newcomer groups do not belong to the immigrant category 
but consists of families with at least one parent and student age child(ren) (in elementary and 
secondary schools).  While their child is in school, the parent has time to explore our city.  Most of 
them would enroll in ESL to take advantage of the opportunity to better their English language skills.  
Since they are not residents, they cannot enroll in the formal ESL classes organized by our 
government so their favorite classes are ESL taught in the church community.  90% of Bethany’s ESL 
students are parent accompanying their student child.  ESL and other church programs allow us to 
interact and build up relationships with the parents but there is lack of opportunity to meet their 
children.  So we asked the parents to ask their children what they would be most interested in if 
Bethany were to offer certain activities for them.  Sports, cooking and singing were the three clear 
choices.  We already have the Thursday evening open gym, so many of the families came and actively 
participated in playing and organizing.  Actually for the one and a half years three high school 
students volunteered to organize the gym events till their graduation this spring.  In addition, we 
found out that Bethany is blessed with two and “a half” Chinese professional chefs who together 
volunteered to organize a cooking class on Sunday noon for these families.  Both playing and cooking 
and eating are great ways to get to know each other and build relationships.  So with changes in the 
demographics come changes in culture, and we need to try and find a new twist to the old way to do 
outreach.  What we learn from building relationships from cooking and eating, such events should not 



                  Bethany Life and Times Newsletter                                                                  Page 18 

 

be limited within the Chinese ministry, perhaps it serves to connect the greater community of 
Bethany (much like the old “ethnic luncheon”) where old-timers get to know the newcomers and for 
Bethany community to take time and serve each other throughout a meal.  

 
 
 

 

 
Leon and Jenny are the certified 
professional chefs specializing in 
pastry and Chinese cuisine 
respectively. 
(I will let you guess who is the 
“half” professional chef?) 

 
Cooking class learning to shop 
for the right ingredients 

 
Lunch is served – ready to 
enjoy 

 
Evangelistic meeting where a Christian comedian 
actor/actress couple gave their testimony; the 
wife was a former Miss Chinatown Vancouver 
and is a foot taller than her husband 

 

 
In that meeting forty new Christians were added 
to Vancouver area churches 
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The latest Chinese Ministry’s activity was the wonton fundraising luncheon on the last Sunday in 
March to help raise funds for the Bethany’s Youth Summer Mission Trip to the Yukon. 

 
--submitted by Pastor Joe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Music and singing is another favorite pastime for 
the Vancouver Chinese community.  Bethany 
hosts a Chinese folk orchestra about 15-20 
members and enjoys practicing on Tuesday 
afternoons and organizing performances for non-
profit organizations and institutions. 

 

 
 

 
The Bethany Singers come and practice every 
Thursday afternoon and is always looking for 
new members to join them.  As you can see the 
practice sessions are also fellowship times 
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LOOKING AHEAD 
(Always check your church bulletin and the “What’s Happening at Bethany 
Baptist“ emails for latest and new information.)  
 

Sun, Sep 8 Kick-off Sunday – Worship Service remains at 10:00 am (No SS classes)   
BBQ Lunch to follow 
Note:  There will be no Sunday School in the fall as our services are going to be 
remaining at 10am to accommodate more fellowship time after the service in 
our new coffee house, when it opens up. So adult education opportunities will 
be moving to Wednesday and Friday evenings.  On Sunday mornings at 9:00 am, 
you can join Pastor Stef in the boardroom for a pre-service prayer time. 

Tue, Sep 10 ESL Fall Session starts at 9:30 am, and runs every Tuesday and Thursday, from 
9:30 am to 11:30 am, until November 14.  If you would be interested in teaching 
or assisting, please contact Pastor Joe Kung at jkung@bethanybaptist.bc.ca. 

Wed, Sep 11 Bible Study Fellowship for Women resumes at 9:30 am 
Fri, Sep 13 Start of Friday Night programs resume at 7:00 pm 
Wed, Sep 18 Moms & Tots resumes at 9:30 am 
Wed, Sep 25 Church Budget Meeting 
October Note:  During the month of October we will be focussing on missions each 

Sunday.  We have guests speakers planned throughout the month.  
Tue, Oct 1 International Day of Older Persons (also National Seniors Day) 
Sun, Oct 13 Pastor Appreciation Day (October is Pastor Appreciation Month) 
Mon, Oct 14 Thanksgiving Day 
Sun, Nov 3 Daylight Saving Time ends 
Mon, Nov 11 Remembrance Day 
Sat, Nov 16 Youth Clue Game 
Sun, Dec 1 Poinsettia Sale 
Sun, Dec 8 Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Sat, Dec 14 Adult Christmas Banquet 
Tue, Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service 
Wed, Dec 25 Christmas Day – Christmas Dinner 
Thu, Dec 26 Boxing Day – Skating Party 
Wed, Jan 1 New Year’s Day 

 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

There are always opportunities for volunteers to help in a number of 
areas in a variety of our ministries.  Take a moment to reflect on where 
you might be able to assist: Children's Ministry, Front Line Ministries, 
Teach ESL, Church banquets and lunches, Special Events, etc. 

If you are interested or would like further details as to what is involved 
or where you can be involved, please contact the church office and we 
will connect you with the ministry leaders. 


