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Pastor’s Column 

As the lead pastor at Bethany, I’m required to 
submit a monthly report to the church board 
on every 3rd Tuesday of the month.  In my 
report describing the end of February and 

beginning of March 2020, my opening words were, “Not a lot has changed from last month’s 
report…”  Contrast this with my opening words for the second half of March and beginning of 
April which began, ”Everything has changed from last month’s report!!!”  The difference can 
be summarized in one word and one number: COVID-19.  

Who knew that, almost overnight, we’d be totally reinventing ourselves to Bethany online?  
Within days we turned Pastor Jerry’s old office into a studio for video production.  I painted 
walls (thanks to the summers of learning this from working for my dad), and we began 
experimenting with lights, iPads, mics, cameras, backdrops, etc.  We moved our staff meetings 
to Tuesdays at noon where we now “story-board” out the services around the week’s theme 
and decide who will do which part.  We also spend those staff meetings in learning and re-
evaluating our production each week in the hopes of getting better as we try and implement 
things we have learned.  Overall, I think we have been putting out a very good “product” to 
have gone from nothing to what we have now in less than a month.  Through this whole 
process Pam (in the front office) has been invaluable as her job has morphed into the editor of 
all of our videos.  We literally could not be doing what we are doing without her.    

In addition to leading the staff through this process, I have also changed my sermon series from 
the book of Acts to the Beatitudes (and possibly to the rest of the Sermon on the Mount, 
depending on how long this goes on) as this seemed to be a better place to be focusing during 
the time we are in.  In addition to my messages, in order to keep in contact with you, I have 
been releasing four weekly videos:  

the Tuesday Teaser to let you know what is coming up on Sundays,  
the Wednesday prayer to help the church pray together and to teach you about 
different ways to pray,  
the Thursday LOL’s, because it’s important and heathy to keep laughing in difficult 
times, and 
the Friday stories to interview people and help Bethany stay connected and learn about 
what God is doing in different people’s lives.  
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I have also been regularly calling people each day to see how people are doing, so hopefully 
your turn will come soon! 

I’m not the only one for whom a lot has changed in the last month.  Many of you are now either 
working at home, (or have been laid off), and are trying to juggle the new responsibilities of 
buying groceries, having kids at home, and not being publicly shamed by getting too close to 

someone on a walk.  🙂 Of course all of this can be upsetting, but it can also be an opportunity 
for us to learn new things, find new ways to help, and reevaluate what it means to be a family, 
church and human being.  And not all of this is bad, because not everything we were doing the 
old way was right.  

As a church we want to journey into whatever our “new normal” will look like together.  We 
realize that meeting together is important and, depending on how long our current situation 
seems to go on, we will need to begin experimenting with things like multiple services of 50 
each, home church/small groups, or other forms of smaller gatherings.  

I think everybody realizes, however, that things will never go back to exactly the way things 
were – and that’s OK.  The world has gone through many major shifts before and the church 
ALWAYS survives them and simply emerges transformed.  What is good to remember about 
this, however, is that this will not happen by us losing sleep over trying to figure out a solution.  
It will happen because God will do it.  Therefore, the best we can do is relax into it, keep a sense 
of adventure, show one another grace as they try, experiment, fail and succeed and, above all 
else, stay joyful and keep a sense of humor.  The devil is not threatened by pious stuffy saints, 
but by the court jesters of the King of King’s who don’t take the devil too seriously because of 
how seriously they take their king.    

“The Devil, the proud spirit, cannot endure to be mocked…” – Thomas Moore.  

“I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” – Jesus (Matthew 16:18). 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” – Paul (Phil. 4:6, NIV).  

Pastor Stef 
 
During this time of staying at home, with no scheduled events to go to, have you lost track of 
what day it is?  Consider this: 
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What’s Happening with the Newsletter 

Nothing – compared to what is happening all around us since the 
coronavirus began in Asia and spread world-wide to such a degree that 
the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a global pandemic and 
governments began putting necessary restrictions on their citizens to try 
to contain and curtail the spread of the virus.  So here we are staying at 
home, physically disconnected from our friends, families and church 

activities, some working from home, some jobless, social and physical distancing from those 
around us, etc. 

We trust that the Bethany Life and Times will keep our Bethany folk connected.  We begin our 
ninth year of publication. 

We have two reports about events that were funded by the ministry outreach monies that 
Bethany was given from the BC Association.  We have reports on some events that occurred 
after the last newsletter was issued and a few events that occurred this year until the end of 
February.  And then, the COVID-19 pandemic was announced and everything came to a halt.  
No more gatherings of 50 or more people, non-essential services suspended or shut down, 
travel restrictions, reduced essential services, quarantines, etc.  When do things get back to 
normal or rather the “new normal”? 

How has this pandemic affected Bethany?  We have an update on what Bethany has 
undertaken to stay connected with you and some situations that have arisen.  We also have an 
update of how COVID-19 is affecting some of our missionaries.  And there are things that you 
can do during this pandemic situation. 

Until the restrictions are lifted and Bethany is allowed to open and gather for services and the 
various ministries and programs restart, we may have nothing to report on for the next BLT.  
One idea I have for the next BLT, would be a compilation of how the COVID-19 pandemic 
situation has affected you and your family.  Did you: suffer health-wise or worry about your 
health, lose your job or business, have financial worries, felt isolated and lonely, stay connected 
with family and friends through technology (phone, social media, etc.), worry about school and 
and/or graduation, worry about getting necessary food and merchandise, etc.?  How was your 
faith affected – did you feel closer to God, did you question your faith, was God in control, etc.?  
You, the readers, are the Bethany Life and we could share it with others.  If you wish to share, 
but want to remain anonymous, that will be respected.  If you don’t mind having your name 
shown for your testimonial, that is fine as well. 
–Terry Nishi, Acting Editor 

Q.  At what time of the day was Adam created? 
A.  A little before Eve. 

What a good thing Adam had – when he said something he knew, 
nobody had said it before. 
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Bethany Outreach Ministry 

Do you remember that Bethany was given funds from the BC Association for outreach 
ministries?  Here are a couple of events that received some of the funding and the impact it 
made. 

In Appreciation 

Dear Pastor Stef and Bethany Church, 

Thank you so much for your precious gift to 
24 moms and 45 children this weekend.  Our 
moms and kids were so overwhelmingly 
blessed at the Stillwood Retreat and for many, 
this was their first time, made possible only 
through your gift of love and kindness! 

May our LORD give each and every one of you 
rich blessings, “pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, and poured into your 

lap.  For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” Luke 6:38 

 Rosie Shen , for  the group “Solo Moms partnering with Christ” 

(This is one of the groups that received part of the ministry outreach funds) 

 
 

Testimonial 

"When I first brought up the idea to 
Pastor Joe of a way for Bethany to 
connect with Muslims over the 
Christmas season I was so impressed 
that Bethany Church was willing to 
change everything in its annual 
Christmas lunch menu to make an 
open door for those who had never 

come to the church before.  For many, it was the first time the meaning of Christmas was heard 
and the first time for them to sing Christmas carols.  The church gave a great example to other 
churches in the Vancouver area of what it means to be a missional church.  I pray that next year 
many churches will follow your example in loving Muslims.  I was also impressed by the number 
of Muslims (about 60) who came and filled up the tables, most of whom were invited by 
Bethany Church members." – Nabil Abdalla (Nabil is the gentleman with the white shirt seated 
at the table) 
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Christmas Day at Bethany Baptist Church 

Great big hugs……thank you so much……what an amazing lunch…..will you be back next 
year?.......these were some of the things that people said and did while leaving the Christmas 
Day luncheon! 

On Christmas Day we were blessed to be 
able to serve 220 people a Christmas Day 
Lunch.  With our amazing group of over 
40 volunteers, we prepared and served 
families who had nowhere else to go, 
were alone, or of a different religion.  
What a fun day of organizing, decorating, 
serving and mingling with some truly 
wonderful people.  We served people from a variety of Ethnic backgrounds. 

 

 

 

It was truly heartwarming when people wished us a Merry Christmas and hoped we were doing 
it again next year!  Many left with hugs and were truly appreciative of being part of the 
celebration.   

A special thank you to Rina and her talented family for emceeing the event, Pastor Joe for 
organizing the event, Pastor Stef for telling the Christmas Story and the many people who 
contributed for all those unnoticed tasks that contributed to such a successful event.  We 
received many generous donations.  Cobbs Bread generously donated loaves of bread for 
people to take home. 

The feeling of love and gratitude that we felt when we talked and looked at the different 
nationalities that attended all eating, laughing and singing would give anyone a feeling of joy.  
That is what Jesus is trying to teach us, to reach out to one another and love one another. 
--submitted by Ingrid Steblin and Tammy Stockli; pictures by various individuals 
(The cost of the banquet expenses were paid by the outreach ministry funds) 

Some of our many volunteers ... 
(front line and behind the scenes) 
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Bethany Adult Christmas Banquet 

The annual Bethany Adult Christmas Banquet was held on Saturday, December 
14.  There were approximately 130 people in attendance consisting of members, 
adherents, former members, friends and guests.  Our special guests were Pastor 
Norm Poehlke and his wife, Melissa; Executive Minister of BC NAB, Dr. Bob 

Krahn and his wife, Dawn; and the Royal Heirs (Don Stenson, Dennis Schafrick, and Bob Davies) 
and their wives. 

Heather Senges and Bernie Zimmermann hosted the evening.  Bernie Zimmermann was the 
song leader for the Christmas carols. 

A delicious buffet of roast beef, mashed potatoes, cooked green beans, red cabbage, salads and 
rolls, followed by dessert was enjoyed by all.  Thanks to Rachel Golz and Jenny Kearns and their 
wonderful team for catering the dinner and for the delicious food. 

A wonderful program followed the dinner.  We were entertained by the Royal Heirs who 
ministered in instrumental music (saxophones and piano).  They presented two packages – first 
with Christmas Carols and later with some of their gospel music. 

For some Christmas humour, Heather shared a story about the woman who wrote a letter to 
God about the $100 that she lost.  The postal employees who read the letter were so touched 
by that letter that they chipped in and collected $95 to reimburse her for the money that she 
lost.  The woman wrote a subsequent letter of appreciation again addressed to God and also 
commented on the shortfall of the missing $5. 

This year, there were numerous door prizes.  The ticket numbers were drawn by Harry Senges 
and prizes were distributed by Les and Cheryl Huber. 

Harry Senges gave us the answers to the Christmas quiz that people worked out at their table 
before the program. 

Our special speaker was Pastor Norm Poelke who was a former Youth Pastor at Bethany.  He 
shared about how Jesus was received and perceived at the beginning of his ministry when he 
returned to his home church in Nazareth.  He shared some passages from Isaiah.  Would Jesus 
be known only as the son of Joseph, or would he be known for the ministry that he came to 
earth for? 

The evening ended with the singing of “Silent Night” accompanied by the Royal Heirs. 
--reported by Terry Nishi 
 

“I have always believed that God never gives a cross to bear larger than we can 
carry.  No matter what, He wants us to be happy, not sad.  Birds sing after a 
storm.  Why shouldn’t we?”  --Rose Kennedy 
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Friendship Circle Christmas Banquet 

We had 86 people at our Christmas Banquet and Program on Tuesday, 
December 3. 

We were treated to a lunch buffet consisting of: rolls, vegetable salads, 
several jellied salads, corn, brussels sprouts, mashed potatoes, stuffing, 

sliced turkey, gravy, cranberry sauce and dessert.  What a wonderful, delicious meal that was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all.  Thanks to Rolf and Tillie Mueller who catered the delicious lunch. 

A special offering was taken for Union Gospel Mission. 

Special instrumental music was provided by the Soft River Trio (piano, cello and violin) before 
the program, during the program and during the lunch time which followed.  The program also 
included the singing of Christmas hymns which were selected and introduced by Dorle 
Koltzenberg and led by Bernie Zimmermann. 

Our special speaker was Pastor Stef who brought the Christmas devotional. 
--reported by Terry Nishi 

 
Baptismal Candidates 

Four people were scheduled to be baptized on Easter Sunday, April 12, but 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic and the restrictions imposed by the 
provincial government to curtail the spread of the virus, the actual baptism 
could not occur.  However, on Easter Sunday, these four candidates shared 
their testimony during the online Sunday worship service.  When the 

restrictions are lifted and we are able to hold worship services again at the church, we will 
schedule a baptismal service for them so the congregation can witness and support them. 
The four people that will be baptized are:   

Matthew Golabi,  
Barbara Gastelum,  
Gracie Tait, and  
Echo Fang 

PRAY for these four individuals as they desire to be baptized and be a part of Bethany. 

If there are others who may wish to be baptized or wish to become members, please contact 
Pastor Stef. 

“It is better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to speak and 
remove all doubt.”  --Socrates 

Proverbs 17:28 “Even fools are thought wise if they keep silent, and 
discerning if they hold their tongues.” (NIV) 
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES – “TASTE and SEE the GOODNESS of GOD” 

On Monday, February 3, 2020, 70 ladies from the Bethany family met in 
the Lounge for the first Women’s Ministries meeting of 2020 – a great 
time of fellowship together.  Since the theme for 2020 is “Taste and See 
the Goodness of God”, we started the meeting with a short Bible Study 
around the tables, thinking about Psalm 34:8 – “Taste and see that the 
Lord is good.  Happy is the one who trusts in Him.”  We saw from 
scripture that the Lord cares for us, provides for us and protects us.  
During this year we will think more about this verse and the goodness of 
God. 

We also learned about the White Cross work that the ladies do – sewing and knitting for the 
mission hospitals in Cameroon.  We sent over 1600 pounds of supplies last year.  And we 
learned of other ministries that the ladies are involved in – Evergreen Home, Spring Tea, 
Graduation Celebration, etc.  An offering was taken to enable us to continue our ministries in 
the church, in the community and in the world. 

Of course we had cake and coffee!  No meeting is complete without that time of eating and 
talking together. 

Our very special guest of the evening was Tiana Hesmert.  Tiana shared 
with us her journey since her catastrophic injury 9 months ago.  With 
great honesty, and a little humour!, and many video clips, she shared with 
us her journey from an elite trampoline gymnast to the difficulties and 
successes of her life today.  It was an emotional and yet inspiring journey 
of faith and strength.  Tiana has come a long way – teaching school again 
2 days a week, doing massive amounts of physio, and participating in 
sports activities once more.  We were totally blessed and amazed at what 
she has accomplished and how God is sustaining her day by day. 

It was a joy to see so many ladies of all ages come to this meeting.  We trust that the coming 
year will be a blessing to every lady in Bethany as we seek to fulfil our 3-fold purpose:  to 
encourage women to grow in their faith; to provide opportunities for them to reach out to 
friends and neighbours; to give them a place of service in God’s kingdom at home and abroad. 
--reported1 by Heather Senges 
 

CHILD DEDICATION 
On Sunday, March 1, Gener and Grace De Guzman dedicated 
their daughter Alynna.  

Remember to pray for this family, encourage and support them. 
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Curling Night 

Although originating in Scotland, curling has become an iconic Canadian 
sport.  So, on Saturday, February 22, 24 people took to the ice with our 
sliders on one foot, grippers on the other, and brooms in hand to for some 
good old-fashioned Canadian fun!  Our group consisted of people of varying 

ages and curling abilities.  Although there were 
a few balance issues early on, and a few 
interesting wipe-outs, no injuries occurred, and 
by the end of the evening 3 people decided 
they wanted to do this more regularly!  Pizza 
and Krispy Kreme donuts rounded out the 
night, and hopefully all went home having 
either learned a new skill or met a new person. 
 

 
 
--reported by Nancy Piva; pictures by Tammy Stockli 
 

 
A confirmation student was asked to list the Ten Commandments in any 
order.  He wrote: “3, 6, 1, 8, 4, 5, 9, 2, 10, 7.” 
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TRIVIA NIGHT 

How quickly times change! It was only 5 or 6 weeks ago that we held our 
2nd annual Trivia Night Fundraiser here at Bethany Baptist.  We had a 
great time! Each team of up to 8 people occupied a table, while they 
enjoyed 7 rounds of trivia, emceed by Peter DeConti.  There was an 
amazing menu of appetizers and 
dessert put out by Huei Leong and his 

team of youth.  The winners of the evening was a last-
minute table but together by Christine Pfortmueller, Dale & 
Miriam Bromley, Joe & Jennine McDonald, and Connor 
Pfortmueller and his guest (the trick is to have different age 
groups at the same table!).  The prizes were donated or 
supplied at very low cost by community businesses and 
Bethany members.  Thank you to all our sponsors! (Boston 

Pizza, The Gap, Rexall, London Drugs, Walmart, etc.).  The 
money raised was close to $1500, and was to go to The 
Gathering, a youth conference held in Orange County, CA.  
Unfortunately, with the current global situation, that event 
remains to be seen, and will likely be cancelled.  Until then, 
we continue trusting the Lord, and remain in a holding 
pattern.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--reported by Pastor Kelly, Youth Pastor; pictures by Joanne Khau 
 

 
The Winning Team 

 
Huei Leong’s Food Workers 

 
Some of the prizes 

 
Our participants 

 
Introducing “The 

Gathering” 

 
Great Food 
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Bethany Baptist Church AGM 2020 
Student Ministries Report 

 
 
 

iConnect 

Our grade 6-7 ministry has been going strong this year under Amanda Stevenson and her 
team’s leadership.  There is a good mix of church and community kids on Friday nights, and 
every week brings new faces, so the kids are bringing their friends.  They have tons of fun as 
well as have some spiritual guidance on how to navigate peer pressure, social media, etc.  
Sunday mornings, since there is no longer any Sunday school, we are doing a gradual entry into 
the adult service, which means the grade 6&7’s leave the service at the same time as the kids 
every other week.  During this winter they are working through Youth Alpha taught by a team 
of parents.  
 

Youth 

Grade 8-12 have also started into Youth Alpha since January, but are doing 
this on Friday nights as part of their Alive nights.  You might not know that 
the youth have their own Worship music band made up of Youth that lead 

singing on these nights and they come early to practice.  These nights are interspersed with 
themed events like Tye Die night, Llama Scavenger Hunts and Overnighters.  They also take part 
in the 604 Network which are Citywide youth nights with other youth groups.  This allows them 
to see that there are other Christian youth throughout Richmond - perhaps even from their 
own School - and worship with them. Sunday mornings have gotten earlier for our core group 
because they didn’t want to lose Sunday school - so Sunday mornings are our Bible Study small 
group time.  Many of our students also serve in Bethany’s Children’s Ministry, which is a joy to 
see. And we are ALL looking forward to going to May Camp – the NAB BC Association’s Youth 
Retreat at Green Bay over the long weekend.  

The grade 6-12’s have a stellar group of leaders that are mentoring them this year, and this 
weekend coming up, I, along with this group of wonderful volunteers will be meeting to have a 
visioning afternoon to set the tone for this ministry for the next 2 or 3 years to come, so please 
be praying for us in the days to come.  We are looking forward to it! 

Also, The Gathering is coming up in July in Orange County.  A combined group of senior high 
students plus first year young adults will be going to this service-oriented spiritual conference.  
They are the faces you see doing our fundraising. This event has been pivotal in the spiritual 
lives of many of the people who have come through our youth program, so I am looking 
forward to seeing what God has in store for them in 2020, and I want to say thank you for 
supporting them both in prayer and financially.  
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Young Adults 

Bethany Young Adults have been meeting on Tuesday nights in the 
Hub.  We have had a team of wonderful ladies cooking a meal for 

this group - if this age group knows there will be supper, they will come! :)  Thank you to Heidi 
Schunter, Tammy Stockli and Joanne Khau for cooking some wonderful homemade meals for 
this group!  

The Young Adults meet around the table.  They get to catch up over supper, and then we often 
will play a game, sing some worship songs, and then get into the word and pray for each other. 
They have been studying Galatians this year.  

This group of people are the heartbeat of our church in many ways.  I am sure many don’t 
realize most of these young adults are here at Bethany a minimum of 3 times a week while 
carrying on jobs and schooling, sometimes both of those as well.  They serve as youth leaders, 
small group leaders, in Children’s Ministry, as iConnect leaders, Sound and media people, 
communion servers, and often whatever else is asked of them.  So if you see a young adult - 
give them a hug and tell them you appreciate them and keep them in your prayers.  
--submitted by Pastor Kelly, Youth Pastor 

Gallimaufry 

Preaching – Pastor Stef has been preaching on the Beatitudes for the Sunday online worship service 
during the church closure. 

Good Friday Service – The Good Friday Service for Richmond churches was scheduled to be held at 
Bethany, but it had to be cancelled due to the restriction forbidding large gatherings.  As a result, 
the participating churches jointly put together a worship service that was viewed on Good Friday on 
each church’s websites. 

Bethany Baptist Prayer Chain – If you are not on our list and would like to be, please let the church 
office know.  For any prayer requests that you would like to send out, please email these to the 
church office at: receptionist@bethanybaptist.bc.ca. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
With the COVID-19 pandemic and the closure of Bethany Baptist Church and 
all church activities, there are no church events scheduled.   However, check 
the “What’s Happening at Bethany Baptist” email that is sent out each week 
from the church office for any changes.  Also, keep in mind the following 
dates: 

Sun, May 10  Mother’s Day 
Mon, May 18 Victoria Day 
Sun, Jun 14 Father’s Day 
Jun 19  Bethany’s 83rd Anniversary (1937) 
Wed, Jul 1 Canada Day 
Mon, Aug 3 BC Day 
Mon, Sep 7 Labour Day 
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BETHANY MISSIONARY VIRUS UPDATE APRIL 10, 2020 

These are indeed challenging days.  In many ways our world has 
been turned upside down, inside out and we wonder if it will ever 
be back to “our normal”.  This virus has upended everything we 
took for granted for so long. 

These are also challenging days for the Missionaries that Bethany supports.  None are immune from 
this impact on their lives.  Here are the latest updates: 

Neal and Darcey Alsbach, NAIM 

“Our Mexico trip which was scheduled to happen over the Easter break this year has been cancelled. 
 Our travels to supervise staff came to a halt in the middle of last month, but we are thankful for 
many other options of ways to stay in touch.  Kinistin, while not yet having any confirmed cases of 
COVID-19, has instituted a lockdown in an effort to keep their people safe, which means we aren't 
allowed on the reserve, and our friends are not allowed off except for medical reasons or if 
designated to buy supplies.  Again, we are thankful for other ways to communicate and keep in 
touch.   

Our family is well.  Liam is finishing his year of college at home, online.  Jesse is currently at home, 
actually awaiting some medical tests for some nerve issues he's having.  Emily and Damián decided 
to stay in Costa Rica, but are still hoping to be able to come to Canada later in the year for support 
raising.  Elyse and David, being nurses in Pensacola, are at a higher risk, so please remember to pray 
for them and their two young girls.” 

Yuri Nakano, Japan 

In January, Bethany enjoyed a time of blessing with Yuri Nakano while she was back in Canada.  She 
has a great heart for the people of Japan, especially with new church plants and also a loving care 
for the women she serves.  There is a great need in many churches to find a Pastor for their 
congregations.  

Yuri was on target to return to Japan on April 1st but the world situation made it impossible to 
travel there.  Due to this delay her Visa has expired so the endless paper work will begin again.  Pray 
for her in all this and also for her parents who aren’t Christians.  

Paul and Tanya Gericke, Romania 

As we travel further around our world we come to Camp Falcon Rock in Romania. 

In the early weeks of the virus, Paul and Tanya Gericke’s ministry events were able to carry on from 
youth programs, evangelistic meetings and preaching at church services.  But that all soon came to 
a halt as Romania began to close its borders and meeting together was not allowed. Romania was 
on the tipping point of being the next Italy.  Paul and Tanya struggled to discern and decide what 
their call was during this difficult and uncertain season. 

Despite all the signs that indicated the situation in Romania would get much worse and with Justin 
Trudeau urging all Canadian citizens to return to Canada, Paul and Tanya felt a strong call to remain 
in Romania…. “this call is the Lord’s leading to remain faithful and stay strong despite the storm 
around us”. 
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Paul and Tanya left their house in the village and moved up to the camp in case roads were closed 
and for the opportunity to be more hands on with camp development during this season.  Many 
projects are on the go, such as building a new cabin, patio spaces and retaining walls.  The new 
main lodge construction will begin in June.  They are moving forward with planning for a full 
summer of camps.  The fall season is already booked with conferences and events at the camp that 
they are beginning to prepare for. 

From Paul and Tanya….. ”We are confident in the promises of the one who leads us into the days 
ahead.  We covet your prayers into this season as we continue to follow the Lord’s leading into the 
storm.  We would also ask that if the Lord is leading…would you come behind Camp Falcon Rock 
during this time.  Without having North American construction teams’ partner with us this spring 
due to travel restrictions, and the inability to host groups, we are seeking partners to continue to 
financially support the camp to allow preparation to continue”. 

Laci and Eszter Daroczi-Csuhai and Ron and Jeannie Seck, Hungary 

After difficulty making travel arrangement, they all made it safely back home, Laci and Eszter to 
Hungary and Ron and Jeannie to Phoenix.  

All entered a time of quarantine.  Other than the North American “supposed” toilet paper shortage, 
Ron and Jeannie are doing fine. 

Upon returning to Hungary, Eszter developed some milder virus symptoms which to our knowledge 
have resolved.  The family presently live with her parents; and soon her Mother tested positive for 
the virus and is now slowly recovering.  All have been in lock down for many weeks.  Pray that even 
though their important work among the Roma is on hold, that even in this time many people might 
seek the Lord. 

Jeff and Sonya Kilmartin, Nigeria/Cameroon 

Recent conversations with Jeff and Sonya indicated that, due to the civil unrest in Cameroon, NAB 
was planning to send them home to North America for a 6 month furlough.  Plans were in the works 
to aim for a late May visit to have Jeff and Sonya visit Bethany, all depending on when they would 
leave Africa.  

Since then, with the present virus situation in Africa, the Canadian High Commission in Cameroon 
indicated that there will possibly be a flight out of Cameroon in the next couple of weeks and the 
Kilmartin’s have decided that if at all possible they will attempt to make that flight.  They are asking 
for our prayers on their behalf and that they would continue to look to God and give him the glory 
for his outpouring of love especially during this time. 

Chain of Love, Brazil 

Some of you may have already read their latest newsletter.  If not, go to Bethany’s website to get all 
the news.  

Paul says in Galatians 6:9, “Do not become weary in doing good…”, and so we continue to serve the 
children at Chain of Love during this world pandemic.  

Our journey the past year has been easier with the help of you from North America in the form of 
prayers, donations, visits and finances.  The finances helped many of the children to enjoy going to 
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our bible camps during our January and February summer months in Brazil.  Many of you sent funds 
for the children’s Christmas gifts. 

This Christmas we began the use of our new worship center thanks to the generosity of churches in 
North America, including Bethany.  It has been named the Pastor Herman Effa Auditorium and gives 
us much more worship space as well as an air conditioner for our hot weather.  We also received 
funds to purchase chairs for the worship center.  May this brand-new auditorium be the stage for 
many conversions and transformations of lives for the glory of God. 

Due to the virus situation our international meetings in March were cancelled.  As well our staff are 
unable to work on campus.  

Pray for the protection of all of the COL children.  Pray for the housemothers, who are currently 
overloaded by looking after around 10 children and teenagers per household since schools are 
closed.  Pray that the Lord will speak to the hearts of the children amidst this chaos.  Pray for 
wisdom for the board of directors, technical staff and other employees as they deal with many of 
the different situations that arise in this time of trouble. 

Pray for the Director, Telmo Camargo, who recently had back surgery and now is working alone at 
Chain of Love.  Telmo (Director) and Jacques (the Sponsorship Coordinator) were working on plans 
to visit Bethany in the fall but don’t know how the pandemic will affect their trip.  

In times of challenge we can still find many reasons for praising what God is doing around the world 
and thru us.  

Chain of Love ……can and bottle recycling 

We wanted to update you on our can and bottle collections for Chain of Love.  All monies collected 
from this recycling goes to Chain of Love.  Each year we turn in the money collected at the end of 
August, the end of the fiscal year for Bethany.  

Since September 1, 2019 …thank you to all of you who brought cans and bottles to the big blue 
Chain of Love bin at Bethany.  

So far, this is our total:   
September 1, 2019 --------$0 
April 11, 2020 ---------------$1,875 (a contribution of 20,000 cans and bottles) 

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK.  If you wish to bring recyclable bottles and cans for Chain of Love, do 
so only on Fridays between 9-12pm and leave them outside by the gym doors.   Otherwise, 
hold onto them and bring them to the church when ministry activities resume again. 

Thank you again for all your support of this project. 

Until we all meet again……whenever and wherever that may be.  
--Les Huber, Missions Committee Chairman 

 

“A good sermon should have a good beginning and a good ending, and they should 
be as close together as possible.”  --George Burns 
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Graduation Celebrations 

It was the spring of 1968, and Helen Pudlas’s son, Ken, was 
graduating from high school.  Helen was president of the 
Women’s Ministry at Bethany that year, and felt strongly that the 
ladies should sponsor a special evening for the graduating 
students, sending them off into the world with the blessing of the 

church family.  And so was born the annual Graduation Celebration, a tradition that has 
continued for the past 51 years, and still will be held this year. 

Those first programs were simple, as there was no technology 
for pictures, videos, etc.  But there was always a beautiful 
program cover, as Art Pudlas was a graphic designer and printer!  
There was always music and a great speaker, and good food.  
The menu at first varied a bit, with some years serving ham, 
scalloped potatoes and salad.  But by far the favourite menu was 
chicken a la king in patty shells!  Along with a salad, and a torte 
for dessert, this was the menu served year after year, and 
enjoyed by all.  Looking back at the programs, some desserts 
were Peach Mint torte, Lemon Cream Angel Cake, Apple Squares 
and Strawberry Dessert.  They all were homemade and delicious! 

During those early years, the number of graduates was huge!  In 
1972, for example, there were 11 grads; in 1978, there were 20 
grads; and there were 22 grads in 1980!  Almost all the students 
were from church families. 

The College and Career grads were recognized each year as well, 
and it seemed that 4 years after the large high school number, 
the C&C numbers swelled too. In 1972, there were only 2, but by 
1978, there were 11.  And in 1986, there were 14.  Degrees from 
UBC dominated those years. 

The speaker for the evening was an important choice.  It had to 
be someone that meant a lot to high school students, and so the 
variety of speakers is very interesting.  There were sports figures 
– Ryan Walter, Damon Allen.  There were theological giants – Dr. 
Don Carson, Lanson Ross (TWU), Al McVity, Ken Blue (Regent 
College), Bob Lawrey (YFC), Dr. Terry Winter.  In recent years, the 
grads have chosen to hear from their own Youth Pastors, who 
have had such an influence on their lives.  All have presented 
testimonies and challenges to the students that were meaningful 
and personal. 

 

 

 

 

Some of the Program covers 
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It has been a tradition to inject a bit of humour into the evening, and tell stories about the 
grads.  The parents were very helpful in remembering funny incidents in the lives of their grads, 
and we enjoyed teasing them a bit.  They took it with good grace! 

The Women’s Ministry at Bethany has always enjoyed organizing these evenings, and the 
parents of the graduating students have been a big part in making them a great success.  The 
grads now dress up in their beautiful dresses and handsome suits.  The advent of technology 
means the lives of the students can be captured on video and pictures.  But right from the 
simple beginnings, the ladies wanted to bless the students as they finish high school and enter a 
different world, and that blessing is still there today.  The whole family at Bethany desires to 
celebrate and bless them, and this evening is a great place to do that. 
--submitted by Heather Senges 

 
STAFF CHANGES IN 2020 

On February 1, the following staff changes occurred:   
Christine Pfortmueller assumed the position of Executive 
Director and was no longer Director of Children’s Ministry 
Kathy Holmes was taking a six month Leave of Absence as 
Director of Children’s Ministry  
Pam Lauzon was hired as Interim for Director of Children’s Ministry 

On February 19 at the Bethany AGM, it was announced that: 
Marni Adrian is on Disability Sick Leave from the position of Administrative Assistant 
Pam Lauzon is hired as Interim Administrative Assistant 
Angelica Hummelmann is hired to assist Pam Lauzon in Children’s Ministry 

On April 6 – Because of the cancellation of all church services and activities due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, there has been a significant decrease in donations and revenue, and in order to 
cut expenses it was necessary that some staffing decisions had to be made, therefore, the 
following difficult actions were taken: 
 Ryan Pfortmueller (Custodian) would have reduced hours. 

Angelika Hummelmann (Children’s Ministry Assistant) would no longer be billing for her 
time as there is not any programming required for CM at the present time. 
Harvey Schmidke (Operations) would no longer be billing for his time. 
Amanda Stevenson (Youth Assistant) will have her contract terminated on May 1 
Derek Jensen (Worship Leader) was laid off effective April 17. 

 
 
“The greatest lesson in life is to know that even fools are right sometimes.”  -- 
Winston Churchill 

Advice is that which the wise don’t need, and the fool won’t take. 
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WHITE CROSS 

At this time when everything is shutting down, White Cross continues.  

We have 27 boxes ready for shipment again as soon as we are able to 
send them. 

For those of you who would like to continue sewing or knitting, just drop by the Church office 
and check in the drawers of the White Cross table.  However, we would recommend that you 
wait until the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted before going to the church. 

     Pattern for Living 

 Study and follow the pattern, which is the Bible. The pattern can be used year after 
year, for it always fits. 

 Special material to work with is; love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Galatians 5:22 

 Cut out all faultfinding and unwholesome talk. Do not let any unwholesome talk come 
out of you mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their 
needs, that it may benefit those who listen. Ephesians 4:29 

 Seam allowance: Be generous in your seam allowance. Things are not always as they 
seem. Give others the benefit of the doubt. 

 Zippers: It is sometimes good to zip your lips. 

 Ruffling: No instructions for ruffling; don’t let yourself get ruffled. 

 Facing: Face whatever comes graciously and someday we’ll see Christ face to face. 
Fanny Crosby’s song speaks of that hope; “And I shall see Him face to face and tell the 
story saved by grace. Now we see but a poor reflection, then we shall see Him face to 
face.” 1 Corinthians 13:12 

 Pressing: Instructions for pressing are found in Philippians 3:14 I press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 Finishing: The Apostle Paul set a good example in II Timothy 4:7 I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
(On October 27th, 1988, Vi Stork, a former member of Bethany, gave this Devotional at a 
Women’s Retreat) 

--Submitted by Ursula Ruediger and Joan Rompf 
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Pastor Stef’s Book Review   

Bosco H.C. Poon was going to be a Chinese rapper song-writer sensation.  
At least, that was his plan before he was arrested for participating in 
kidnapping a Vancouver college student in April of 2004.  That acts 
resulted in a 12 year prison sentence.  But what could have been an 
environment to harden him further into a life of crime ended up being 
the place where he turned his life around for good.  Not only did Bosco 
learn his lesson, but through people involved in the prison ministry, and 
through some supernatural encounters, he found Jesus and even began 
being a minister to others in prison.  Obviously there is much more to 
this story, and it can be read in his autobiography Risen from Prison: 
Beyond my Wildest Imagination (2020).  

There are several reasons this book is engaging.  It is well written, with the story moving along a 
good pace.  The book even won a “2019 Best New Manuscript” award.  It is also a local story of 
something that happened right here in the lower mainland.  For those of us from Bethany there 
is also a personal connection as Dan Holmes assisted Bosco in writing and editing the 
manuscript for his story.  And, finally, the story is about how God cares for every individual and 
how he continues to reach out to those willing to respond to him.  Bosco shows true 
repentance in his retelling, as is evidenced by his willingness to be honest and to focus his life 
on reconciliation and helping others.  

A few years after his release from prison Bosco became the lead pastor of a small church in 
Richmond, B.C. called “More Than 12”.  He also returned to recording music under the stage 
name B.O.Z. (which stands for “Born of Zion”) and you can check out his music on both YouTube 
and Spotify.  After three years of being the pastor of “More Than 12” Bosco transitioned to 
speaking and sharing his story and music at different local churches, schools and social events.  
He was also highlighted on the 700 CLUB and you can watch that feature at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ym3BO9jU_HU, as well as learn more about him at 
www.facebook.com/B.O.Zpage or www.instagram.vom/bozpage.  

You can purchase the book on www.amazon.ca. 
--Pastor Stef 

 

 



Bethany Life and Times Newsletter                                                                  Page 20 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH ELECTIONS 
At the Bethany AGM held on Wednesday, February 19, Kami Lau and Ben 
Kerby were elected to serve on the Church Board for a three year term.  Our 
thanks to Heman Murillo who just completed his term on the board.  

 

CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR, SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGE your Church Board members, especially 
during this time of uncertainty, as they prayerfully discuss how worship and ministry will be 
phased back in and conducted as restrictions are lifted; and how will the vision for Bethany look 
like in the future. 

The Church Board Members are:  
 

Rick Schunter 
Chair 

 
Leona Wiebe 

Vice-Chair 

 
Michelle Veer 

Secretary 

 
Kim Boer 

 
Lori Hiller 

 

 
Kami Lau 

 

 
Ben Kerby 

 

 
 Jesse Bromley 

 
Pastor Stef 
Lead Pastor 
(Non-voting 

member) 

 
Christine 

Pfortmueller 
Executive Director 

(Non-voting 
member) 

  

If you wish to read a short bio of the board members, go to the Bethany website at 
http://bethanybaptist.bc.ca/who-we-are/board-of-directors. 
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ACTIONS TAKEN BY BETHANY 

The church leadership has been following closely and actively 
monitoring what is happening with the COVID-19 virus 
situation and adhering to the recommendations and 
restrictions placed upon all BC residents and organizations by 
the Provincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry and Health 
Minister Adrian Dix. 

Here is a timeline of some of the actions that the leadership of Bethany has taken. 

March 18 – The church board decided that all gatherings at Bethany, regardless of size, would 
be cancelled immediately.  The church office would remain open with staff onsite.  All 
communication to the Bethany family would now be online, either by email, the church 
website.  A Bethany Facebook Online Group was created for people to join in and be able to 
connect with each other. 

March 20 – Pastor Stef sent out an email indicating how the church would be connecting online 
with the church family during this time.  There would be 5 videos each week that could be 
viewed on the website or Facebook Group. 

Tuesday’s video will be a teaser of what is coming up on Sunday.  
Wednesday’s video will be a prayer video.  
Thursday’s video will be a funny video to keep us laughing.  
Friday’s video will be an interview with someone in the congregation.  
Sunday’s video will be our new online Sunday morning worship service 

April 6 – Even with a significant drop in donations and other revenue such as rentals, our 
ongoing expenses remain.   

The church is trying to keep costs as low as possible – In facilities expenses, for example, the  
heat has been turned off everywhere in the church except for the office and the daycare areas, 
and less spending on janitorial supplies such as toilet paper, paper towels, etc.  However, these 
costs are small compared to our staffing costs, which are by far the largest part of our budgeted 
expenses each year. 

As a result of all of this, some difficult decisions with regards to staffing were made.  None of 
these decisions were easy or taken lightly, and we ask for your prayers for the affected staff 
members. 
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WHAT CAN YOU DO DURING THIS COVID-19 PANDEMIC? 

There are some things that you can do to help: 

1. Continue to pray for, support and encourage the Church Board and Staff for their 
responsibilities, their ministry decisions, their challenges, their personal life and for their 
families, etc.  

2. Continue to support Bethany financially as you are able since there are expenses that 
still have to be met. 

3. Continue to pray for each other and for your loved ones especially for those who are 
unable to get out and may feel lonely, for the elderly in care homes or senior housing, 
for those who have lost their jobs and have had reduced hours, for those who have 
businesses that are suffering financially, for the young children who may not fully 
understand what is going on, for the students who have not been able to go to school, 
for those who would be graduating and their future, etc. 

4. Keep in contact with each other during this period of social distancing by telephone, 
regular mail, email or other forms of social media, check up on them, encourage them, 
reminisce with them, etc. 

5. Continue to heed the directives of our health and government officials by staying 
home, physical distancing, staying healthy and safe.  Pray for them as they continue to 
assess and monitor the pandemic situation and communicate them to the general 
population and in their decisions that they make to gradually relax some of the 
restrictions in place. 

6. Continue to pray for our frontline medical personnel who are putting their own lives at 
risk to care for those affected by the virus. 

7. Continue to pray for emergency personnel (police, fire and ambulance) as they are 
required to continue working to maintain order and safety. 

8. ABOVE ALL, keep your faith, trust and hope in GOD knowing that He is in control and 
has allowed this global pandemic to occur. 

 

  


