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I’ve never been disappointed in a book by Philip Yancey. The same held true when I read his book 

Vanishing Grace: What Ever Happened to the Good News (2014) this summer. Yancey is not afraid to 

ask hard questions. He writes about doubt, temptation, disappointment and other similar themes that 

some feel “good” Christians shouldn’t struggle with. But the reason why Yancey speaks to so many is 

precisely because these are the very things that “good” Christians do struggle with. And why should this 

surprise us when we follow a man who died on a cross, who told us to pick up our own cross, and who 

warned us that “in this world we would have many troubles”? We better talk about these things! So 

thank God that people like Philip Yancey do.  

In Vanishing Grace Yancey challenges the church to reclaim its message of grace. Too often those 

on the outside of the church only hear a message of condemnation coming out of us. But, on the inside 

of the church, many fair no better and seem to live under a continual cloud of guilt and negativity. 

Where has Jesus’ message of grace disappeared to? 

Yancey addresses where he sees the church failing to live up to its message of grace, but the 

thrust of the book is not pointing fingers. If that were the case it would only be another anti-grace 

message of condemnation on how we are not graceful. (Ironic, but it can happen).  Instead, he 

introduces us to a unique cross section of Christian pilgrims, activists and artists who Yancey calls “grace 

dispensers.” Jesus’ message was more than just words; it was the incarnation of the word. So Yancey 

knows that grace is spread not merely through many words about grace, but by Christian people whose 

lives exude (incarnate) grace.  

People are hungry for good news and we are the ones who know the Good News. People are filled 

with questions about meaning and purpose and we are the ones who know and have “been graced” by 

the one who is meaning and purpose. So we are called to join Jesus’ kingdom movement of also being 

“grace dispensers.” 

Another great thing about Yancey is that he knows his writing craft. Not only are his ideas good, 

but the way he expresses them is artful as well. That is another testimony of grace. The Good News is 

not only found in truth, but it is also found in beauty. Yancey writes with both, truth and beauty.   

And for those who care about celebrity endorsements, Bono, the lead singer of U2, says of 

Yancey’s Vanishing Grace: 

It’s a lot to expect authors themselves to live up to the magic of their words, and it is very special 

when they do. Philip Yancey has a way about him that can only be described as Graceful. Not vanishing 

at all, but very present.”     

 


