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Mission Statement 
The purpose of Hillsdale Fine Arts Academy is to provide quality music, speech, and 

drama education in a Christian environment for both children and adults.   

 

Program 
Our Program is designed to maximize the student’s musical and dramatic potential with 

the goal of preparing each individual for future service in ministry, performance, and 

personal enjoyment.   

 

 

Quality 
Our staff and facility meet the highest standards of excellence. Fine Arts education is 

important to us at Hillsdale and we believe strongly in providing quality education for our 

community. Offering a wide variety of choices for lessons and encompassing the culture 

of fine art, HFAA is suited to help you at your current age and skill level. It is our 

privilege to consider you one of “Tampa’s Finest Musicians.” 

 

FACILITY GUIDELINES 
Hillsdale Baptist Church shares its facility with Hillsdale Fine Arts Academy. Out of 

gratitude, we want to keep the facility and the grounds in the best condition possible. 

Below are some guidelines we ask that everyone follows. 

 

Lobby 

CHILDREN NOT ATTENDING LESSONS MUST BE SUPERVISED AT 

ALL TIMES. Please do not allow children to jump on the furniture or set things 

on the furniture which might damage it (i.e. instrument cases, drinks, baby 

carriers, sharp toys, umbrellas). Keep noise to a minimum-there are offices and 

classrooms all over the building. 

 

Auditorium (Sanctuary) 
 Food and drinks are not permitted in the auditorium. 

Feel free to take a peek but please do not allow children to play in the sanctuary.  

 

Outside 
Do not allow children to play outside unsupervised and never in the parking lot. 

Play away from windows and doors. 

 

LESSON PROCEDURES 

Arrival 

 Students must sign in and out at the front desk when entering the building. 

 Students must also wash their hands prior to their lessons. 

 If a student arrives early, please wait outside your teacher’s studio unless you 

have been given permission in advance to warm-up.  



 For health reasons, we ask parents to remain outside the building to lessen the 

amount of traffic inside the building. Hillsdale has a receptionist that is 

available to greet students and help them sign in until 6:00PM. Any student 

taking after 6:00 PM will need to wait for their teacher to let them in the 

building as the entrance will be locked. Please be patient with your teacher as 

they may be teaching up until the next lesson.  

 

Lesson Time 

 Each student has a specific time slot which has been agreed upon by the 

teacher, parent, and/or student. Lessons must begin and end on time. If a 

student arrives late for a lesson, he/she may only use the remainder of the 

allotted time. The lesson will not be lengthened to accommodate tardiness. If 

the student is more than 15 minutes late, the lesson will be forfeited and the 

teacher is excused to leave.  

 Students that repeatedly attend their lesson unprepared may be given a 

practice session instead of a normal lesson to best utilize time.  

 Parents or students that need to talk with the teacher for more than a brief 

lesson inquiry should schedule an appointment or phone call. This is to ensure 

time is not taken from another student’s lesson.  

 During recital season, a teacher may choose to have the student practice in the 

recital room to help the student become comfortable with the piano and/or 

setting. Parents and students must be willing to accommodate and adjust the 

lesson time as needed to ensure the student is prepared to perform. 

 

Prayer 
Hillsdale Fine Arts Academy is a ministry of Hillsdale Baptist Church. The policy 

of our ministry is to start every event with a brief prayer. Teachers have the right 

and freedom to begin lessons, recitals, concerts, etc. with a brief prayer.  

 

Departure 

 Please make sure you leave with all your belongings to include your music 

books and sign out at the reception desk.  

 Parents, be on time to pick up the student: the teacher cannot supervise 

him/her while giving his attention to another student. There is a late fee for 

any parent that arrives more than ten minutes late. Please see “Late Fees” 

below for more information.  

 

SECURITY 

Hillsdale Preschool and Academy also shares our facility. Please follow these procedures 

to ensure safety for everyone: 

 

 Sign In / Sign Out: Students must sign in and out before and after every lesson 

or workshop at Hillsdale. Following a lesson, a student may exit the building 

if they see the person that is to pick them up from lessons.  



 Parents should wait outside the building in their vehicle for their child to 

finish their lesson.  

 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Subject to Teacher Availability 
Other hours may be available at the discretion of the teacher. Please talk to your teacher. 

 

HOLIDAYS 

HFAA will observe the following holidays and no lessons given. Check with your 

teacher to schedule a virtual make-up lesson or attend a workshop. 

 

 Memorial Day- In May   

 Independence Day- July 4th 

 Labor Day- September (First Monday of September)  

 Thanksgiving Holiday Break (Thanksgiving Thursday and Black Friday) 

 Christmas Break- December 24th and 25th 

 New Year’s Eve- December 31- January 1  

 Teacher Vacation: The teacher will get in touch to schedule either a virtual 

makeup or inquire which workshop the student will attend. Questions or concerns 

may be addressed after the teacher has returned from vacation. Teachers that miss 

multiple weeks must contact parents about lessons. 

 

SPECIAL SERVICES 

Hillsdale Baptist Church holds special services in the evening one to two times a year. 

Any conflicting lessons due to a special service will be rescheduled virtually or through 

the workshop session. 

 

 

MISSED LESSONS 

 A required 24 hours’ notice must be given for any missed lessons. If a student 

does not show up for a lesson or calls the day of the lesson, that lesson is forfeited.  

 No credits, refunds, or discounts will be given for missed classes/lessons. 

 HFAA offers two options for missed lessons with a 24 hours’ notice:  

1. Virtual lesson during their normal lesson time scheduled. This option 

is only available if the student is unable to come in for their normal 

scheduled lesson due to unforeseen circumstances. 

2. Music Workshops (please see dates below) in a group setting. 

  Music Workshops are provided to help offset students that are unable to attend 

their normal scheduled lesson. Each workshop will focus on a different theme and 

are provided in place of a missed lesson. Virtual students are also eligible to attend 

virtually but will need to schedule through their teacher in advance. Workshops will 

only be held if there are students signed up to attend. An HFAA teacher will lead 

each workshop. Students must provide a 24 hours’ notice to attend any workshop. 



 Music Workshop Dates for our 2022-2023 workshops. 

 

1. August 30, 2022- 4:00-5:00 PM 

2. September 29, 2022- 4:00-5:00 PM 

3. November 1, 2022- 4:00-5:00 PM 

4. January 31, 2023- 4:00-5:00 PM 

5. March 2, 2023- 4:00-5:00 PM 

6. May 2, 2023- 4:00-5:00 PM  

 

TARDINESS 

In the event that you are late for your lesson, the teacher will wait for you for fifteen 

minutes.  If you are more than fifteen minutes late, the lesson is forfeited.  If the lesson 

starts late, the lesson will still end on time. In the event that the teacher is late, the teacher 

will either provide the full time or arrange for additional time to be added to another 

lesson. 

 

FEES 

 
Tuition is based on 4 lessons each month. No regular lessons are given on the 5th week 

unless the teacher chooses to schedule a lesson. Months that include a student recital will 

count as one lesson. The cost is the same for each month regardless of how many weeks 

are in the month, including holidays. Fees are not adjusted due to a holiday. 

 There is a one-time, non-refundable $25 registration fee due at the time of a new 

student registration. This registration fee includes registering with the academy as 

well as a cancellation policy should a student decide to cancel taking lessons in a 

short notice. 

 Monthly lesson fees are due at the first lesson of each month. 

 A $25 fee will be charged for any returned checks. 

 All tuition and fees are non-refundable and non-negotiable. 

 

LATE FEES 

 

 Late tuition: Tuition is due at the first lesson of each month. Late tuition incurs a 

$5.00 penalty if paid after the 15th of the month.    

 Late pick-up fee: $15.00/10 minutes late. $1/every minute late following 10 

minutes. Please be on time. Many of our teachers need to leave at a specific time 

for another commitment or have another student after your child. The teacher is 

responsible for your child during the lesson and cannot supervise multiple 

students while also trying to teach. Parents are entirely responsible for their child 

before and after each lesson. The teacher is responsible for each student during 

their allotted time only.  

  All late fees will be invoiced to parents directly from the teacher. 

 

 



PAYMENT OPTIONS 
Please make all checks and online payments payable to:  HILLSDALE FINE ARTS 

ACADEMY or HFAA. Online payments should also include the teacher’s name. Cash 

should be given directly to the teacher. 

 

TUITION PRICING 
Piano, Strings, Brass, Woodwinds, Voice, Guitar, Percussion: 

30 minutes, once a week $120.00/month 

45 minutes, once a week $170.00/month 

60 minutes, once a week $225.00/month 

 

Suzuki Group Class: When provided by the teacher 

$20.00/per rehearsal/ per student 

 

Acting, Oral Interpretation, Public Speaking: 
30 minutes, once a week $120.00/month 

45 minutes, once a week $170.00/month 

60 minutes, once a week $225.00/month 

 

Returned Check Fee 
$25.00 per check 

 

SUMMER LESSONS 
HFAA understands that summer is a challenging time to commit to weekly lessons. To 

help offset taking off lessons entirely, our academy offers a more a flexible teaching 

schedule available for teachers and families.  

 

Six summer lessons between summer months of June and July 

30 minutes, once a week $180.00/six lessons 

45 minutes, once a week $255.00/six lessons 

60 minutes, once a week $337.50/six lessons 

 

DISCOUNTS 

The following discounts are currently available for Hillsdale employees and church 

members.  Please inquire at the time of registration. 

Piano, Strings Brass, Woodwinds, Voice, Guitar, Percussion Discounted Fee: 
Hillsdale Baptist Church Members and employees. 

$110/month/30 minute lessons. 

$160/month/45 minute lessons 

$215/month/60 minute lessons 

 

Acting, Oral Interpretation, Public Speaking: 
$110/month/30 minute lessons. 

$160/month/45 minute lessons 

$215/month/60 minute lessons 



RECITALS 

Recitals are educational, and an enriching time for students to be able to perform and 

showcase their talent. HFAA has at least two studio recitals in a year. Students should 

strive to perform music from memory. A recital is counted as one lesson for the month. 

This means, there will only be three lessons and the recital given in that month. This 

includes virtual students as well.  

 

Accompanist: For students that require an accompanist, there is a $25.00 accompanist 

fee, which includes a standard repertoire piece up to grade level 4 (intermediate).  

The fee includes one rehearsal (day of the recital) and the performance. For students with 

more advanced pieces, additional rehearsals and fees may be considered based off the 

difficulty of the accompaniment. If more rehearsal time is required, please talk with the 

accompanist on additional fees that may be necessary. 
  

Recital literature: Please consult your teacher on appropriate literature to perform. 

Please be courteous of the time and duration of your selection compared to the overall 

length of the recital. 

 

Speech and drama students who take lessons regularly will perform in one recital per year 

in addition to performances associated with classes offered. Students should follow the 

guidelines for recital dress listed below unless costuming is appropriate for the piece or 

production. 

 

Recital Dress: 
Recital DRESS CODE IS BUSINESS FORMAL OR CONCERT DRESS. 

*Ask your teacher what is appropriate to wear for recitals.  

*Jeans with holes, t-shirts and shorts are not allowed. 

 

OUTSIDE PERFORMANCES 

HFAA encourages outside performance opportunities for students. Talk to your teacher to 

learn more. 

 

CAMPS 

HFAA offers yearly camps during the summer and fall to encourage musical 

collaboration and learning. Please talk with your teacher to learn about our camps. 

 

EXPECTATIONS 

As you or your child enters into training at HFAA we have high expectations as you 

probably do too. In order to progress, a student must practice regularly. As a parent, you 

should set aside time in your child’s schedule, just as you would for homework. You will 

be well rewarded with good and steady progress.  Students who fail to practice on a 

continuing, regular basis may be refused lessons or asked to terminate lessons. Practice 

well so you can improve and become your best in training and performance! Your teacher 

will be there to guide and encourage you along the way. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I have read, understand, and agree to 

abide by the Hillsdale Fine Arts 

Academy Policies and Guidelines.   
 

(This form must be detached, signed, and returned to the 

teacher by the second scheduled lesson or class) 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

(PARENT SIGNATURE—if student is under 18 years old) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

(STUDENT SIGNATURE) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

(PARENT NAME) *Please Print 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

(STUDENT NAME) *Please Print 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

(DATE) 

 

 

 

 
Hillsdale Fine Arts Academy 

“Training Tampa’s Finest Musicians” 


