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“I would have despaired unless I had believed that I 
would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the 
living.” Psalm 27:13 

When the Mission Committee met last, we were out-of-doors, socially distanced, and 
masked as we grappled with how our church could best serve the needs of our 
community. We decided that helping those locally who were struggling with how to 
care for themselves or loved ones dealing with Covid-19 would be our focus for our first 
Sharing Tree of the new year. 

In seeking out who could help us with this, Royce Smith was put in contact with Ashley 
Costa, the Executive Director of LVCHO, or the Lompoc Valley Community Healthcare 
Organization. By the time I contacted her for my phone interview, I was amazed at 
what she had been able to accomplish. Her organization participates in workgroup 
created by the Santa Barbara County Public Health Department that boasts 
participants including Public Health staff and physician, the mayor, the CEO of the 
hospital, the District School Superintendent, a local business owner, two pastors and 
herself who meet every few weeks to discuss health care issues related to COVID-19 in 
Lompoc. In addressing our request, and with the advice of Dr. Rollin Bailey the boards 
chairman of LVCHO, a home-care package was devised that will be distributed to low-
income community members who have this disease. These home-care packages will 
include the following items: a thermometer, instructions on how to isolate, a pulse 
oximeter (to monitor drops in blood pressure), Tylenol, hand sanitizer, oral rehydration 
powder, and leaflets on mental health and community services. The distribution of the 
home-care packages will be handled by the County Healthcare Center on R St., as well 
as at both of the Lompoc Health Clinics, to clients who are low-income and have 
contracted the virus. 

LVCHO’s hope is that health-care clinics will be able to begin passing out these home-
care packages in January. Amazingly, Ashley told me, the money we raise will be 
matched dollar for dollar, up to $1,000, by another church, who wishes to remain 
anonymous! What great news this was, and how it lifted my spirits, to know that another 
pastor wanted to join his church with ours to help in getting these packets to folks in 
need who are sick with the virus. “We want to make them aware they are not alone, 
and that resources are available to provide support.” Ashley Costa, (Executive Director) 

If you would like to help us support their organization in the assembling and distribution 
of these kits, please make your checks out to the First United Methodist Church and on 
the memo line write LVCHO.  

Thank you so much for all of your support for our Sharing Trees last year! It has been 
heart-warming to see how you continued to give even when we haven’t been able to 
be together to make our appeals. 

Ann Picha, Mission Outreach 
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