
Thoughts of Joy... 

About eight weeks ago, I shared with you that I had asked the North District Superintendent to order a 

Paragraph 213 assessment of our church. The name ¶213 comes from the United Methodist Book of 

Discipline and describes a process of evaluating the vitality of a local church. The District Planning and 

Strategy Committee, (or DPAS) is tasked with conducting this evaluation. I made this request because of 

the lack of lay leadership and financial difficulties FUMC is currently experiencing. This evaluation is NOT 

designed to close a church, but rather to make recommendations about how to revitalize the life of a 

church.   
 

In the past week, I was notified that the ¶213 team has been pulled together and is ready to work with 

three representatives of FUMC to begin the review. We have received a list of documents that we are to 

provide the ¶213 team; once the initial documents are received, they 

will launch a number of surveys for members of the congregation to fill 

out to gauge how you are feeling about your church. 
 

Our church representatives are LaVelda Clock, Janet Shiers, and me; all 

friends that you know and trust. This smaller group will work with the 

entire congregation to provide the ¶213 team all the information they 

need to deliver a number of suggestions for the future of FUMC. 
 

I know that many of you are feeling anxious about this process, but it is intended to help us better 

understand what we already know, that our church is struggling and needs new ideas and a new path. So, 

let’s do all we can to make the ¶213 team feel at home and to provide them with as much data as they 

need. 
 

As always, God is with us, God is providing these wonderful volunteers with all sorts of knowledge and 

grace. We just need to hold onto our faith, because faith is what makes a great church community, not the 

number of fellowship opportunities, the number of programs, or even the number of people sitting in the 

pews on Sunday morning. If you have faith and understand that YOU are called to make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world, then our church will thrive and witness to the love and grace of 

our Lord for many more years to come.  

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Joy 
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Two Ways to Stay Connected to Worship 

 

1) In-Person Worship: starts at 10:30am every Sunday. Due to 

Covid-19 we encourage you to wear a mask, but it is not 

required. Fellowship Time on Zoom is every Sunday at 11:30am. 

Pastor Joy will send out on an invitation by email on Saturday so 

that you may join us.  

 

2) Website Live Stream: Visit our website (lompocumc.org) on 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am to watch the Live Stream of our 

YouTube Live Streamed Worship Service. How to get there? -

Click the top link on our website that says, “YouTube Live Worship Streams,” or select the 

YouTube icon below to be directed there. Don’t forget to subscribe by clicking the 

subscribe button, which notifies you when we are live or have a new video uploaded. Every 

Monday, that new streamed video, will be updated with, the date, the sermon title, 

scriptures, and additional information. You can always access previous videos on our 

YouTube channel. It is like being in the sanctuary while still being at home in your slippers. 

 

 

 

Health Concerns: Connie Aguilera’s nieces, Veronica Garcia & 

Amanda Flores; Betsy Anders; Virginia Pengilly; David & Sandra 

Lemon; Richard Shiers; Em Peacock’s granddaughter Allison; 

Chris Woods (Bobbie Woods’ husband); David Hughes; Dianna 

Ludden-Tootle; Penny Lee; Terrie Aguilar & Penelope Gonzalez. 
 

Concern & Encouragement: Juanita Charles, Ginny Kumpitsch 

 

Church Family & Friends Serving in the Military:  Andres Mendoza; Miguel Aguilera; Gary 

Berleue Jr.; John Sterling. 

 

In Extended Care: Norrine Madson; Dick Tootle; Betty Pfau; Martha Hicks; Kay Halfhill; Forrest 

Stoll and Jackie Brodhecker. 
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August 2022 - Feed The Hungry 

The shopping was all done for Feed the Hungry, 

and it was time to begin cooking.  The menu for 

the Tuesday meal was Tater Tot Casserole with 

mixed vegetables, a green salad with 

cucumbers, cheese, carrots, romaine, and 

tomatoes. The meal also included a bottle of 

water, and the lunch bag with cookies and a 

peanut butter and jelly sandwich plus a 

garden-fresh apple.  
 

 

Thanks to Donna, Patti, and Larry for preparing this meal and Bob and Maureen for putting 

together the 35 lunch bags with the cookies and sandwich and a garden-fresh apple. 30 people 

showed up for a meal and the extras were distributed in the Albertsons Shopping Center. 

This meal was prepared, as has been the procedure for over two years, through the use of 

takeout containers, but with a change.  Instead of preparing the takeout container in our kitchen 

the takeout containers were prepared at Saint Timothy’s. 

He who has a generous eye will be blessed, for he gives his bread to the poor. Proverbs 22:9  

Mission Outreach 

 

September 2022 Sharing Tree – City Net 

T H E I R  M I S S I O N - City Net is committed to breaking the cycle of 

homelessness in the communities we serve by connecting neighbors 

experiencing homelessness to transformative care and innovative 

housing solutions. 

T H E I R  V I S I O N  - Their objective is to reduce homelessness to 

functional zero in the regions we serve through collaborative supportive 

services, housing provision, and data-driven solutions that empower our clients to reach their 

personal goals. 

T H E I R  H I S T O R Y - City Net was formed in Long Beach, CA, in 2003 in part to streamline 

homelessness services in the city by establishing and leading a collaboration among faith 

congregations, city government, and nonprofit organizations. City Net worked in partnership 

with these providers to develop collective, systems-wide goals, strategic action plans, and 

measurable results and thus—by promoting  
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collaboration over competition—helped create and 

lead an initiative that was partially responsible for a 

26% reduction in homelessness in Long Beach by 

2015. 

    By 2014, City Net’s work proved so effective that 

the City of Anaheim asked us to replicate our impact 

in Orange County. Since then, we have expanded our 

services through contracts across Southern 

California. The multi-sector collaborations we lead through these contracts have transitioned 

more than 3,000 people from the streets to housing, with a retention rate of over 92%.  

     Today, they provide services in L.A., Santa Barbara, Orange, and Riverside counties that 

result in ending street-level homelessness through the provision of street-outreach, case 

management, housing navigation, bridge-housing, shelter operation, reunifications, census 

coordination, and more. City Net also works to mobilize community resources, including meals, 

volunteers, donations, and advocacy, to coordinate care in emergency shelters, parks, and 

other public areas where homeless neighbors live.  If you would like to join with us supporting 

those who are un-housed, please make your checks out to FUMC and on the memo line write, 

“City Net.” You can also make an online donation by visiting our website lompocumc.org and 

click the Donate tab.  

 

 

 

 

Almost 40% Of People Hospitalized In US With Omicron Subvariant This Spring Were Vaccinated And 

Boosted, CDC Finds Bloomberg Law (8/25, Muller) reports, “Almost 40% of people hospitalized in the US 

with the COVID subvariant that circulated this spring were vaccinated and boosted, highlighting how new 

strains have mutated to more readily escape the immunity offered by current shots,” according 

to findings from the CDC. Bloomberg Law adds, “From the end of March through May, when the Omicron 

BA.2 and BA.2.12.1 subvariants were dominant in the US, weekly hospitalization rates increased for all 

adults – with those over 65 hit the hardest.” The CDC report notes, “Hospitalization rates among 

unvaccinated adults were approximately triple those of vaccinated adults” and advises that one 

implication from the findings is that “adults should stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccination, including 

booster doses.” 

 

 

 

Although COVID rates are going down there are still over 400 new cases of COVID each week in SB 

County (about the same as the LA metropolitan area), people are still dying and ending up in the hospital. 

Although the US population and politicians do not want to talk about COVID, this virus will not be going 

away in the coming few years, if at all. So, wearing masks is important in FUMC given poor ventilation. 

Even if we prevent just one hospitalization, death, or long COVID syndrome it is worth it. 

https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2022082601aafp&r=11044642-bf5f&l=003-4ce&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2022082601aafp&r=11044642-bf5f&l=004-f67&t=c
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Simply Us & God will again meet on Monday, September 12th at 

6:00pm. (The date has changed due to the Labor Day holiday and the Lompoc 

Pops performance on 9/19.) Please, bring a dish to share for dinner. This meal 

will be Holy Communion for us as we continue to praise God through music, 

prayer, and discussion. Please remember to perform your Random Act of 

Kindness and be prepared to share what you did. 
United Women in Faith, formerly known as United Methodist 

Women, will have a luncheon at 11:30am on Saturday, September 10th, 

in the Fellowship Hall.   There will be no program or business meeting.  

This will be a time for us to gather and plan how to move forward with our 

Mission.  Things have changed considerably since we last were able to 

meet, so this should be a fun time to renew friendships, catch up on news 

and share ideas for the future.  Please plan to attend.  Call Janet Shiers at (805)733-1702 or 

(805) 588-7340 so we know how many to plan for.   

 

Women’s Weekly Devotional , Em is still teaching her 

bible study in our Fireside Room every Thursday at 11:00am, it is 

not too late to join. Pick up an Upper Room book from the Church 

Office if you are interested.  

 

Games ETC. will be a time of fellowship.  The second Sunday of 

each month we will meet in the Fireside Room from 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 

p.m. Please bring a game you enjoy playing or want to learn how to 

play.  If you don't want to play games bring a jigsaw puzzle, paper 

crafting, knitting, crocheting, another project you are working on, 

visit, etc.  Our first get together, a come and go event, will be Sunday, 11 September, in the 

Fireside Room from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

A Time and A Place to Visit continues the second Tuesday of each month in the Fireside Room 

from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
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Current Bible Studies 

• Thursday Morning at 8:30am on Revelation          

(The Village Coffee Stop) 

• Thursday Evening – 7:00-8:30pm on Matthew 

(Zoom) 

• Sunday Morning – 8:30-9:45am on Kings 1 & 2  

(Zoom & In Person, in the Fireside Room) 

 

We have some Bible Studies on Zoom, and some are in person. Above, you will see the schedule 

of what current bible studies are active. If you want to study these scriptures, send an email to 

Myron Heavin mgheavin@mac.com he will send you a zoom invitation.  

 

Sunday’s bible study begins at 8:30am and can be found at the Zoom ID meeting number 788 512 

597. You are encouraged to get involved in an adult Bible Study, either on zoom, in person, 

Facebook, or get a workbook or Upper Room from the church office and study by yourself. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2022 Birthday’s 

2- Connie L. Aguilera 

2 - Virginia Kumpitsch 

2 - Royce Smith 

4 - Sadie Aguilar 

6 - Kris Rogers 

7 - Rex A. Lee, Sr. 

8 - Dick Shiers 

12 - Henry Aguilera 

12 - Lillyanna Aguilar 

12 - Nancy Andrews 

14 - Carol Gurney 

18 - Janet Shiers 

20 - Richard Anderson 

25 - Lynn Clock 

26 - Juanita Charles 

30 - Barbara Dameron 

 

mailto:mgheavin@mac.com
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2022 Monthly Financial Report  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Attendance In-Person Live Stream Total 

July 3rd  47 15 62 

July 10th      47 18  65 

July 17th    45 10 55 

July 24th   44 6 50 

July 31st  46 13 59 

2022 Sharing Tree Totals 

Jan. 2022 – Alzheimer’s Association = $1,240 

Feb. 2022 – Doctors Without Borders = $1,035 

Mar. 2022 – UMCOR = $4,535 

Apr. 2022 – Books for Guatemala = $ 1,158 

May 2022 – AIDS/LifeCycle = $1,175 

Jun. 2022 – BridgeHouse = $1,282 

July 2022 – Lompoc Police Foundation = $946 
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Summary of July 27th, 2022, Leadership Team Meeting 
 

Open Forum for Congregation Input: Janet Shiers attended for the Open Forum. She 
acknowledged that FUMC needs to change to remain operational and she believes a revenue 
increase is more viable than budget cutting. She presented a list of ideas for generating income. The 
Team reviewed and commented on her innovative ideas with enthusiasm. LaVelda and Patti will be 
part of an ad hoc team to help bring these ideas to fruition. 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Report: July 12, 2022, A Time and a Place Meeting—At this meeting, 20 people generated 
a list of ideas to support FUMC. The Team discussed how these suggestions could dovetail with the 
viable solutions proposed by Janet Shiers. Paragraph 213 Status Update--Per the North District 
Superintendent, she is now selecting members. There is no estimate on when the study will start. 
Pastor Joy advises that rumors within the church that the study’s purpose is to close the church. 
This could not be further from the truth. The study team can have several findings for FUMC. The 
study team will look at FUMC’s unique opportunities and other factors in making their 
recommendation. Communicating With the Congregation--Despite all attempts at transparency, there 
are no perfect solutions for communicating with our congregation. Pastor Joy asked for new ideas to 
be presented at the next LTM. New Worship Experience on Monday Nights—Starting August 1, 2022 
Pastor Joy will introduce a new worship experience at FUMC from 7:00 pm to 8:00pm. This 
contemporary worship experience will be geared toward a younger demographic with exciting music 
and table discussions on a variety of Christian topics of interest in today’s troubled times.  
 
 
 

Finance: June 2022 Financial Report Questions--LaVelda briefly commented on the budget and 
balance sheet. Although FUMC was again short in May, the difference between income and expenses 
was not as dire as past months. Dorian submitted a list of comments and questions resulting from her 
review. LaVelda, Lynda, and Pastor Joy will address her questions as well as other finance matters at 
a separate meeting. The question of reducing staff salaries again came up; however, most staff 
salaries are at or just above minimum wage with one exception. Church Operating Fund Update-The 
church submitted paperwork to close this fund and we should receive the funds soon. 2019 Audit 
Recommendations--The Team reviewed the audit recommendations and agreed that Pastor Joy and 
LaVelda will selectively address the suggestions.  
 
 

 

Trustees: Parsonage Rent Update--The Housing Authority of Santa Barbara County again adjusted 
the Parsonage tenant’s rent. The next Housing Authority evaluation will be August 1, 2023. 
Parsonage Property Use--FUMC received a letter from the Santa Barbara Tax Assessor’s office 
regarding paperwork filed reporting our parsonage as no longer rented to a non-profit. Their finding 
was that we will have to pay property tax on the parsonage property. Facility Use Requests--LaVelda 
presented a facility use request report as follows:  ongoing Master Chorale rehearsals and the 
Scribblers Writing Group. The Team approved these use requests. C4 Facility Use Request--Pastor 
Joy reported C4 (Collective Cultures Creating Change) organization is seeking space to hold 
professional group counseling for families of crime victims. She recommends that the FUMC facility 
be used for this purpose and that it is considered a "ministry of the church" (no fee charged.) The vote 
was unanimous. 

 
 

 
 

Staff-Parish Relations:  Juneteenth Holiday--The federal government has adopted Juneteenth as a 
holiday, thus the team discussed whether to add it as a holiday for FUMC staff. The Team agreed to 
readdress adding Juneteenth as a FUMC holiday once the State of California designates Juneteenth 
as a state holiday. 
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Sep. 4        10:30am                    In-Person Worship, Live Streaming &                          

Sunday                                            Children’s Sunday School 

9/5/22 Labor Day – Church Office Closed 

Sep. 5   6:30-8:30pm   Master Chorale Rehearsals  

Sep. 10  11:30am    United Women in Faith (FH) 

Sep. 11          10:30am                      In-Person Worship, Live Streaming & 

Sunday                                            Children’s Sunday School 

Sep. 12  6:30-8:30pm   Master Chorale Rehearsals  

    4:15-5:45pm   Youth Chorale Rehearsals (FR) 

    6:00pm    Simply God & Us (FH) 

Sep. 13        10am – Noon            A Time & A Place to Visit (FR) 

Sep. 14  6:00pm    LCA Meeting (FR)  

Sep. 17  10:30am     Scribblers Group (FR) 

7:30pm    LCA – Concert (Judy Carmichael)     

Sep. 18         10:30am                   In-Person Worship, Live Streaming & 

Sunday                                      Children’s Sunday School  

    12:15-5pm   Lompoc Pop’s Rehearsal  

Sep. 19  7:30pm    Lompoc Pop’s Concert 

    4:15-5:45pm    Youth Chorale Rehearsals (FR) 

Sep. 20  3:30pm    Feed The Hungry 

Sep.23   2-8:00pm    Paper Crafting (FR) 

Sep. 24  10am-4pm   Paper Crafting (FR) 

Sep. 25           10:30am               In-Person Worship, Live Streaming & 

Sunday                                         Children’s Sunday School                  

Sep. 26  6:30-8:30pm   Master Chorale Rehearsals  

    4:15-5:45pm   Youth Chorale Rehearsals (FR)  

Sep. 28   6:30-8:30pm   Leadership Team Meeting (FR) 
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Forecast Newsletter 

First United Methodist 

Church of Lompoc 

925 North F Street 

Lompoc, CA 93436 

(805) 736-1271 

 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

Email: office@lompocumc.org 

Website: lompocumc.org 

Come Join Us For Worship! 

 

 

Staff 

Rev. Joy Price, Lead Pastor  

pastorjoy@lompocumc.org  

Kathleen Hacker, Director of Music 

kathleenhacker@gmail.com  

Yolanda Juarez-Aguilera, Office Manager  

office@lompocumc.org  

Lynda LaCombe, Bookkeeper  

lynlacombe@outlook.com 

Connie Aguilera, Custodian  

     chicas6@msn.com 

Enrique Aguilera, Gardener 

     keekeeaguilera1952@gmail.com 

 

mailto:pastorjoy@lompocumc.org
mailto:kathleenhacker@gmail.com
mailto:office@lompocumc.org
mailto:chicas6@msn.com
mailto:keekeeaguilera1952@gmail.com

